
SAIR 115 | 27

Scottish Archaeological Internet Reports 115 2026

10. REFERENCES 

AOC 2015 ‘Balblair Quarry (Phase 1b southern 
section), Wester Balblair, Beauly: Archaeological 
Evaluation Report’, unpublished archive report, 
AOC Archaeology.

Ballin, T B 2000 ‘Classification and description of 
lithic artefacts: a discussion of the basic lithic 
terminology’, Lithics 21: 9–15.

Ballin, T B 2021 Classification of Lithic Artefacts from 
the British Late Glacial and Holocene Periods. 
Oxford: Archaeopress Publishing Ltd.

Barber, J (ed) 1997 The Archaeological Investigation 
of a Prehistoric Landscape: Excavations on 
Arran 1978–81. Edinburgh: Scottish Trust for 
Archaeological Research (= STAR Monograph 
2).

Barclay, G 1987 ‘Excavations at Upper Suisgill, 
Sutherland’, Proc Soc Antiq Scot 115: 159–98. 
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.115.159.198. 

Becket, A 2010 ‘Beauly to Denny 400kV Overhead 
Transmission Line – Beauly Substation, Phase 2 
Evaluation’, unpublished data structure report, 
GUARD Archaeology.

Becket, A 2012 ‘Western Isles Converter Station: 
Archaeological Evaluation, Balblair Woods, 
Beauly, Highland’, unpublished data structure 
report, Northlight Heritage report No. 29

Becket, A 2014 ‘Beauly Substation Archaeological 
Excavation, Balblair Woods, Beauly, Highland’, 
unpublished data structure report, Northlight 
Heritage report.

Becket, A 2020 ‘Beauly Substation and Western Isles 
Converter Station’, unpublished draft research 
paper, Northlight Heritage report No. 21.

BGS 2023 British Geological Survey website. http://
www.bgs.ac.uk/data/mapViewers/home.html. 
Accessed May 2023.

Butler, C 2005 Prehistoric Flintwork. Stroud: 
Tempus Publishing Ltd.

Callander, J G 1925 ‘Notes on (1) a Bronze Age 
grave at Craigscorry, Beauly, Inverness-shire 
and (2) two urns from Aberdeenshire’, Proc Soc 
Antiq Scot 59 (1924–5): 204–10. https://doi.
org/10.9750/PSAS.059.204.210. 

CFA Archaeology 2013 ‘Balblair Quarry, Beauly, 
Highland Phase 1B (northern section) 
Archaeological Works’, unpublished report, 
CFA Archaeology report No. 2165.

Christie, C & Dalland, M 2022 ‘The excavation 
of a prehistoric settlement at Lower Slackbuie, 
Inverness’, Scottish Archaeological Internet 
Reports 100. https://doi.org/10.9750/issn.2056-
7421.2022.100. Accessed 25 October 2024.

Clarke, A 1998 ‘The coarse stone tools’, in McCullagh, 
R P J and Tipping, R, The Lairg Project 1988–
1996. The Evolution of an Archaeological Landscape 
in Northern Scotland, 128–30. Edinburgh: 
Scottish Trust for Archaeological Research (= 
STAR Monograph 3).

Close-Brooks, J 1984 ‘Some early querns’, Proc Soc 
Antiq Scot 113: 282–9. https://doi.org/10.9750/
PSAS.113.282.289. 

Coghill, D & Hanley, R 1993 ‘Aird survey (Kirkhill, 
Kiltarlity and Convinth, Kilmorack parishes): 
multi-period sites’, Discovery and Excavation in 
Scotland 1993: 44.

Cook, M 2021 ‘ARO47: Balbithan Wood, Kintore, 
Aberdeenshire: the evaluation of prehistoric 
landscapes’, Archaeology Reports Online 47. 
https://www.archaeologyreportsonline.com/
PDF/ARO47_Balbithan.pdf 

Dunbar, L 2008 ‘Fluctuating settlement patterns 
in Bronze Age Sutherland: Excavations of a 
roundhouse at Navidale, Helmsdale’, Proc 
Soc Antiq Scot 137: 137–68. https://doi.
org/10.9750/PSAS.137.137.167. 

Dunbar, L 2017 ‘Unenclosed prehistoric settlement 
and early medieval pits at Macallan Distillery, 
Craigellachie, Highlands’, Scottish Archaeological 
Internet Reports 66 https://doi.org/10.9750/
issn.2056-7421.2017.66 

Dutton, A, Clapperton, K & Carter, S 2008 ‘Rock 
art from a Bronze Age burial at Balblair, near 
Inverness’, Proc Soc Antiq Scot 137: 117–36. 
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.137.117.135. 

Engl, R 2008 ‘Coarse stone’, in Cook, M & Dunbar, 
L Rituals, Roundhouses and Romans. Excavations 
at Kintore, Aberdeenshire 2000–2006. Volume 
1: Forest Road, 210–25. Edinburgh: Scottish 
Trust for Archaeological Research (= STAR 
Monograph 8).

Fairhurst, H & Taylor, D B 1974 ‘A hut-circle 
settlement at Kilphedir, Sutherland’, Proc Soc 
Antiq Scot 103: 65–99. https://doi.org/10.9750/
PSAS.103.65.99. 

Finlayson, B 1998 ‘Worked flint and quartz’, 
in McCullagh, R P J & Tipping, R (eds), 

https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.115.159.198
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/mapViewers/home.html
http://www.bgs.ac.uk/data/mapViewers/home.html
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.059.204.210
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.059.204.210
https://doi.org/10.9750/issn.2056-7421.2022.100
https://doi.org/10.9750/issn.2056-7421.2022.100
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.113.282.289
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.113.282.289
https://www.archaeologyreportsonline.com/PDF/ARO47_Balbithan.pdf%20
https://www.archaeologyreportsonline.com/PDF/ARO47_Balbithan.pdf%20
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.137.137.167
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.137.137.167
https://doi.org/10.9750/issn.2056-7421.2017.66
https://doi.org/10.9750/issn.2056-7421.2017.66
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.137.117.135
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.103.65.99
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.103.65.99


SAIR 115 | 28

Scottish Archaeological Internet Reports 115 2026

The Lairg Project 1988–1996 The Evolution 
of an Archaeological landscape in Northern 
Scotland, 132–9. Edinburgh: Scottish Trust for 
Archaeological Research.

Gale, R & Cutler, D 2000 Plants in Archaeology: 
identification manual of vegetative plant materials 
used in Europe and the southern Mediterranean to 
c.1500. Otley: Westbury Academic & Scientific 
Publishing.

Gallacher, A 2014 ‘Western Isles Converter Station: 
Archaeological Excavation Data Structure 
Report’, unpublished data structure report, 
Northlight Heritage.

Glew, P & Peteranna, M 2020 ‘Dalchork Substation, 
Archaeological Excavation’, unpublished data 
structure report, AOC Archaeology.

Hanley, R & Sheridan, A 1995 ‘A Beaker cist 
from Balblair, near Beauly, Inverness District’, 
Proc Soc Antiq Scot 124: 129–39. https://doi.
org/10.9750/PSAS.124.129.139. 

Hatherley, C & Murray, R 2021 Culduthel: An Iron 
Age Craftworking Centre in North-East Scotland. 
Edinburgh: Society of Antiquaries of Scotland.

Jacks, S E 1989 ‘Some Unrecorded Sites in the 
Aird Noted Between Oct 1987 and May 1989’, 
Unpublished Inverness Field Club report.

Johnston, R 2013 ‘Bronze Age fields and land 
division’, in Fokkens, H & Harding, A 
(eds), Oxford Handbook of the European Bronze 
Age, 311–27. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Linford, J 2009 A Concise Guide to Trees. Bicester: 
Baker and Taylor (UK) Ltd. 

Marshall, M 2002 ‘Balblair wood, Highland 
(Kilmorack parish) survey’, Discovery and 
Excavation in Scotland (New Series) 3(2002): 72–3.

Martynoga, F 2012 A Handbook of Scotland’s Trees 
(2nd ed.). Glasgow: Saraband.

McCullagh, R & Tipping, R (eds) 1998 The 
Lairg Project 1988–1996: The Evolution of an 
Archaeological Landscape in Northern Scotland. 
Edinburgh: Scottish Trust for Archaeological 
Research.

McIntyre, A 1999 ‘Survey and excavation at 
Kilearnan Hill, Sutherland, 1982–3’,  Proc 
Soc Antiq Scot  128: 167–201. https://doi.
org/10.9750/PSAS.128.167.201. 

Neighbour, T 1999 ‘Balblair Wood, Beauly: 
Archaeological Survey’, unpublished archaeology 
report, CFA Archaeology.

Neighbour, T 2000 ‘Balblair Wood, Beauly, 
Highland (Kilarty and Convinth parish) survey’, 
Discovery and Excavation in Scotland (New Series) 
1: 53–4.

NOSAS (North of Scotland Archaeology Society) 
2002 ‘Field Survey of Balblair Wood, Beauly’, 
unpublished survey report, North of Scotland 
Archaeology Society.

Peteranna, M & Stirling, L 2024 ‘Emergency 
excavation of a prehistoric roundhouse, 
Mullans Wood, Kilcoy, Inverness-shire’, Scottish 
Archaeological Journal 46(1): 65–80.

Pope, R E 2015 ‘Bronze Age architectural traditions: 
dates and landscapes’, in Hunter, F & Ralston, I 
B M (eds), Scotland in Later Prehistoric Europe, 
159–84. Oxford: Oxbow.

Ramsay, S 2020 ‘Botanical remains’, in Becket, A 
‘Chapter 2: Beauly Substation and Western Isles 
Converter Station’, unpublished draft research 
paper, Northlight Heritage report No. 21, 
27–32.

Roy,  L  2023  ‘Da l chork  Subs t a t ion , 
Micromorphological Analysis’, unpublished 
report, AOC Archaeology.

Saville, A 2005 ‘Ardachy, Kilmorack, Beauly, 
Highland (Kilmorack parish), Neolithic 
axehead’, Discovery and Excavation in Scotland 
(New Series) 6: 83.

Sheridan, A 2020 ‘Copper awl’, in Becket, A. Beauly 
Substation and Western Isles Converter Station, 
unpublished draft research paper, Northlight 
Heritage report No. 21, 21–4.

Stace, C 2010 New Flora of the British Isles (3rd ed.). 
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.

Stuiver, M & Polach, H A 1977 ‘Reporting of 14C 
data’, Radiocarbon 19(3): 355–63.

Watts, S R 2012 ‘The Structured Deposition of 
Querns: the contexts of use and deposition of 
querns in the south-west of England from the 
Neolithic to the Iron Age’, unpublished PhD 
thesis, University of Exeter.

Watts, S R 2014 The Life and Death of Querns. The 
Deposition and Use-contexts of Querns in South-
Western England from the Neolithic to the Iron Age. 
Southampton: Highfield Press (Southampton 
Monographs in Archaeology New Series 3).

WSP 2022 ‘Beauly 132 kV Substation 
Reinforcement: Archaeological Written Scheme 
of Investigation’, unpublished report, WSP.

https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.124.129.139
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.124.129.139
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.128.167.201
https://doi.org/10.9750/PSAS.128.167.201

	Table of Contents
	List of Illustrations
	List of Tables
	1. Abstract 
	2. Introduction 
	2.1 Location, topography and geology 
	2.2 Archaeological background 

	3. Summary of archaeological remains
	3.1 Neolithic activity 
	3.2 The roundhouse construction 
	3.3 Use of the roundhouse 
	3.4 Abandonment

	4. Radiocarbon Dating 
	5. The Artefacts
	5.1 Lithics 
	5.2 Pottery 
	5.3 Coarse stone 

	6. Environmental analyses 
	6.1 Macroplant and charcoal 
	6.2 Micromorphological analysis 

	7. Site interpretation and discussion 
	7.1 Neolithic 
	7.2 Early Bronze Age 
	7.3 Middle Bronze Age 
	7.4 Later landscape and state of preservation 

	8. Conclusion 
	9. Acknowledgements 
	10. References 



