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the project straight with random sampling and the 
laying out of test pits. Claire Smith from Aberdeen 
Young Archaeologists Club provided enthusiastic 
oversight and support during their participation. 
Data from OFARS/NESARS survey work is by 
permission of Heather Sabnis. Graeme Warren 
and Jill Harden have been helpful critical friends 
and their comments have served to strengthen this 
report in many places. Two anonymous referees took 
the time to read the lengthy text and suggest many 
useful amendments and improvements.

Donald Herd, Gemma Broomhead and Lanita 
Gutieve are all thanked for their contributions 
to the topographic and electromagnetic ground 
conductivity survey. Aimee Little, Jess Bates and 
Alexandre Lucquin from the YEAR Centre at the 
University of York are thanked for their work on the 
flint blade from Balbridie, and Jess Bates for her help 
with the photographs of this piece and the blade 
from Star Carr. Sarah Boyd from the University of 
St Andrews took a diversion from her PhD research 
to model past relative sea-level change around 
Aberdeen and provide images and information.

Dr John Grieve and Dr James Kenworthy are no 
longer with us, but their enthusiasm set us out on 
this route, and we hope that the present volume is 
a fitting tribute to their work.

10.3 Images

The reproduction of extracts from the Ordnance 
Survey maps are all © Crown Copyright/database 
right 2020. An Ordnance Survey/EDINA supplied 
service.

Unless otherwise noted all images are copyright 
Mesolithic Deeside. GIS plots and mapping are by 
Irvine Ross unless otherwise acknowledged.

All of the photographs of lithic artefacts are by 
Christopher Bell.
Frontispiece and Illus 2.1, 4.4, 7.30, 7.31, 7.58, 8.2, 
8.6, 8.8 and 8.12: Jan Dunbar
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Illus 4.3: Heather and Dinkar Sabnis
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Illus 8.11: © Aberdeenshire Council Archaeology 
Service www.aberdeenshire.gov.uk/archaeology
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10.2 People

First and foremost, thanks are due to the many 
people who have volunteered their skills and time 
to make this project possible. Whether fieldwalking, 
finds washing, organising, driving or analysing: your 
contribution underpins the whole venture. Sincere 
thanks must also go to the many landowners and 
farmers who have permitted and facilitated access 
to fields and riverbank; without your support this 
work could not have taken place. Particular thanks 
are owed to the Crathes Hall Trust for essential car 
parking facilities and for kindly facilitating the use of 
the hall. In addition, we would like to acknowledge 
the many local people who have provided support, 
knowingly and unknowingly, in terms of enthusiasm 
and interest at lectures, local shows and open 
days: we are each keen to unravel the story of the 
prehistoric communities of Deeside, but it is your 
wider support that makes it all meaningful.

Historic Environment Scotland facilitated the test 
pitting at Nethermills Farm 4 and the writing up of 
that work in the context of the whole project. Dinkar 
Sabnis is to be thanked in particular for support 
and friendship. Bruce Mann has remained a staunch 
critical friend and supporter, in particular advising 
in times of financial need and helping to keep the 
text on the straight and narrow. Torben Ballin has 
been ever ready to discuss and advise on the Late 
Upper Palaeolithic material. Michael Stratigos 
advised on the Loch of Park. Jacob Metson tracked 
down the correct location of the Bridge of Don 
flints and has been working to reassess them. Martin 
Bates braved the elements to discuss the niceties of 
terrace formation in February and Josh Wright kept 
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