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7. CHARCOAL ANALYSIS

Jennifer Miller

Samples were examined from selected contexts, 
including those processed for lithic recovery. A 
programme of charcoal analysis was also undertaken 
in order to provide materials for characterisation 
and AMS dating.

Flots from bulk samples were dried and sorted 
using Siraf tanks and standard methodology. 
Carbonised material recovered was not abundant 
and consisted entirely of small charcoal fragments 
of variable condition, see Table 4. Taxa identified 
included primarily oak (Quercus) and hazel (Corylus) 
with occasional willow (Salix) and birch (Betula).

Ta
b

le
 4

 C
h

ar
co

al
 r

em
ai

n
s 

id
en

ti
fi

ed
 fr

o
m

 s
am

p
le

s

C
on

te
xt

01
0

01
1

01
2

01
3

01
3

01
3

01
3

01
3

01
3

01
3

01
4

Sa
m

pl
e

00
5

00
6

00
7

01
0

01
8

02
2

02
3

02
4

02
5

02
7

00
8

Tr
en

ch
6

4
4

5
5(

s)
5(

s)
5(

s)
5(

s)
5(

s)
5(

s)
6

Vo
lu

m
e 

C
V

 
>4

m
m

 
<5

m
l

<1
0m

l
1 

fg
m

t
<2

.5
m

l
1 

fg
m

t
<2

.5
m

l
<2

.5
m

l
<2

.5
m

l
<2

.5
m

l
<2

.5
m

l
2.

5m
l

C
V

 >
1m

m
 

–
–

–
<2

.5
m

l
–

<2
.5

m
l

<2
.5

m
l

–
<2

.5
m

l
–

<2
.5

m
l

C
ha

rc
oa

l
C

om
m

on
 n

am
e

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
Be

tu
la

bi
rc

h
–

2  
(1

.0
g)

–
–

–
–

–
–

–
1  

(0
.0

5g
)

–

ba
rk

 (c
f 

Be
tu

la
)

cf
 b

irc
h 

ba
rk

–
–

–
–

–
–

–
–

–
1 

(<
0.

05
g)

–

C
or

ylu
s

ha
ze

l
–

3  
(1

.5
g)

1  
(0

.5
g)

5  
(0

.4
g)

–
1  

(<
0.

05
g)

1  
(0

.0
5g

)
2  

(0
.1

g)
1 

(<
0.

05
g)

–
–

Q
ue

rc
us

oa
k

7  
(0

.7
g)

3  
(2

.1
g)

–
3  

(0
.1

g)
–

1 
(<

0.
05

g)
–

–
–

–
4  

(0
.2

g)
Sa

lix
w

ill
ow

–
–

–
–

1  
(0

.2
g)

1  
(<

0.
05

g)
1 

(<
0.

05
g)

1 
(<

0.
05

g)
1  

(0
.0

5g
)

–
–


