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STRATIGRAPHY
A full account of the contexts encountared on sie is offared in Armit and

Hamilton, 1992, 11-13, where the stratigraphic diagram is, howsver. erronaous. The

following listing is resticted to the iills of the leaturas ciscussed In (his reporn.

Pit1

007 Uppermost refill of recut. Very similar to CO5 (discussed beiow), but with a mora

silty matrix and a greater amount of carbonised srganic matenal. o

008 Penuitimate fill of recut. Dark grey fine siit incorparating 25 - 30% 50 mm

rcunded ard anguiar peboles. The cnly fill not to produce ceramic finds.

- 014 Sacona hil af recut. Jrangs-crown fine silt with acuncant (80%%) coarss gnis and

© 30% 50 mm rounded pebtles. Mcitlec with racments 2i charcoal, this (s merpreted

as redepesitec natural sunsoll

009 First fiil of recut. Orance tine siit inciccing, unevanly Sisrisutes, 40% rounded

and anqular 26 - 50 mm patbles. The malcx includec ournt organic matenal and

infraguent fine roots.

12 fmtial fll of this pit, Labit reddisn-orown cozrse sl

inoLCing 2buncant coarse

grits. 5% of the matrix was comocsed of angular and scuncea ZC - 50 mm pebtles.
Caroomised arganic matenal, infrequant reois and werm activiyy were all identifiaa.
Pite

005 Sinate il of this oit, Very similar o 1l 003 Pit 2. cuiwith a sughtly more clayey
matrix. Contained caroonisad organic maienal. 35 well as ingicaticns of root and
WOrm activily.

Pit3

003 Single tlf of this pit. Rark brown coarse shit incluaing acunce  ccarse gnts with
10 - 152 100 mm roundsa peboles. Included abundant carconised matarnial, in which
both charcoal and hazslnut sheli were noteqg, as well as gvigence for waorm activity
and raot psngtralion.

POTTERY CATALOGUE (lllus 5-6)
Travor Cowie

Notes
1. The entnes are set out in the fellowing order:

form - fabric - colour - decoration - condition ang surfaca aiteration - size -
dim@nsicns - parcentage of nm presant (it applicable) - weight
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site code (RT) / contaxt / archive numbar.

ra

Catalogue numbers corrgspond to thasa on ilus 5-6.

3. Selected sherds wers sampled by Amta Quye (AQ), Canservation & Analytical
Research Dept, NMS5 in September 1992,

Catalogue

1. Two decorated nm sheras (lus 5, 1) onentation uncanain out almost cenainly

from barral- or bucket-shaped vessel wih intuinec nm: very inacls facne, with
profusa gray stona onts; Construchon ICIRS visiale it very dark grey (7. 3Y R N3/ Y,
axt: greyish-trown/brown (10 YR S0 1 0YR 231 vertical molidngs aporoximately
20mm apant run down from the too of the nm o mae!t and axtenc below a iow
apparently discontinuous nonzomal mouicing or corcen < Somm below the nm: the
area from nm to harnzeniar mouking 1s ernamented with imeguiar ctiigue incised lines
crsiashes and in scme cases thece oross tne nbs, the ghugu= ines ~unin tha same
directorn but the angles at which these are apolied vary; similar tilled ornament
apopears to have exiended oeicw e honzontai cordon: Srianic residuse on interiar
{sampled by AQ), estimated r.m cizmeter 280-300mm; 723.7¢. A smail body sherd,
very similar in fzonc and beanrg the end of anincised line, may 2iso be from the
upper portion of this vessel 23 x 17 x 12mm: 4.4g. RT.C03:2; RT/C0%5; possibly
RT/007:3.

2. Three docorated dcdy sherds, from a fainy straight-siged oct, cropably the same
vassel as 4 fabrc ot 1, but wifferentiated Dy surtace texture ana colour; int: very dark - -
grey (7.5YR NG/ ext: ight yellowish brown (10YR 6/4); cecoration comprisas

cbhgue incised lines or slashes boraered by low ventical noges formed by drawing
fingerips or an implement down the wall of the pot: the filled deccration on the largast
snerd (RT/003/1) consists of opposad obligus incisions {2a); one sherd (RT/014/2)

has traces of two nbs ¢ 20mm apart, with an undecorated space inbatwaen (2b);

organic residues on mtenor (RT/003/1 sarrzied by AQ); 163.5g. RT,C03/1, RT/01277;
RT/014/2. '

3. Two decorated body sherds, fabrc/colour similar to 2 but surface texiure more
vasicular and passidly trom a different vessal; decoration (on RT/007/25) comprises
obllque incised knes or slashes bordered by traces of 3 low rib on one side and a
single vertical incisad Lne on the other, adjacant to a reserved area {3); on smaller
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shard (RT/007/29) opposed obliqus incised knas maet at a low vartical nb; erganic
residue an intenor ((RT/007/25) samplad by AQ); 67.5g. RT/007/25; RT/007/23.

4. Four decorated body sherds (4), prebably all from the kowar portions of a fairly
straight-sided pot, probably the same vesssl as 2; one shard (RT/003/12) has broken
just above the basal angle but aclual orentation of wail uncenrain (4a); fabric/colour
similar to 2; decoration compnses fingertip impressions applied 'vertically' to one side
of, and in ona case betwean, low verical nbs tormed by drawing fingertios or an
implement down the wall of the pot (very simiiar to 2). an one sherd, there 1s a trace
of anincised line which may indicate atemaung pansgls of firgertip ang incisad
‘crnamaent; organic residues onintener (RT/009/12. RT:012:3 samupled by AQ);
147.Cg. RT/O051-4 [sherd in 4 siecas, wresh breaxs]; 81.007. 7, RT,008.12,
RT/00%9/6, RT:012/5,

5. Three decoratea body sneras, wa of them |joining and all aimost certainly frem
lower wai of the same vesset (5a); faonc similar o 2 zut aessibly a different vassel,
dacoration compnses angernall impressions applied henzomally' between low
vartical nbs worked up irom the wall of the ol crganic resiaues an ntenor, badly
scorched - ext reddisn yellow (7.5 Y3 7/8); 59.79. RT.CCT.24; RT/CLE3-10 [joining
sherds].

6. Two plain boay snerds and tnree fragments, similar in {apne and prebably from the
same vessei(s) as 2 - 5, largest sherd 38 x 35 x 13mm; 32.25. RBT.C035; RT/014/3;
RT/00717 RT/012:3-4 (not llusiraled).

7. Dacorated body shard (7); ganerally similarin faonc and colcur to 1-6 but slightly
morg compact ang orobably from a ditferent vesse!; broken along builaing joint;
surviving decoration comprisas fingernail imprassion applied honzontally to one side
of alow venical ndge waorked up from the wall of the pot; unustally, no organic
resigues visibie oninterior; 21.8g. HT/014/1.

8. Two nm sherds, probably joining (8), and four fragments; orientation uncartain but
almost cartainly from vessal with intumed nm; very fnable; generally vary dark grey
(7.5YR N3/ }, nm sherds In vary poor condition but the vessel appears to have had
shallow vertical grooves or groove-defined nbs worked up from the surface of tha
extaricr and ovar the nm top itself; crganic residue on interiar; 18.7g. RT/00&/6;
RT/008/7; RTAQ05/8; RT/007/6; RT/012/2.




9. Two decorated rim shards (ine. 9) and a small bedy sherd all joining; orientation
uncertain but possibly fram vessal with uprght nm, high reunded 'shoulder and
tapering body; refativaly compact fabric (7-8mm thick; generally 7.5 YR N3/ );
decoration compnses traces of cpposed obiigus linss arcund the upparmost part of
the exterior and axtending to nm; grganic residue on intenor {sampked by AQ); 12.8Q.
RT/C07/14, RT/GC7/18, RT/007/22.

10, Dececrated nm sherd {10), and three bedy sherds (one of them a 'talse nm')
probabdly all from the same vessel, relatvely compact fabric (3-10mm thick) with
vasicular ext surface; int: pale brown (10 YR 6/3); ext car grey (7.5 YR N4/ ),
agcoration on am oseerd (s imited (e a Tew rancem Sgrizcontal Sngernaii impressions
just Delow nm on exteriorn organic ceposits less croncuncad: 23.8a. A large body
snerd, gereraily similarin iaonc, may aiso te from ins siraight 'ower wall this vessel,
possitly peanng traces of a worked-up 0, the ciay of wnich has been smeared 0
one side wnile soft; crgan:ic deposit on intenar: 53 x 45 «x 3mm; 28.5g. AT/009/5;

© RT/029/11; BRT,009/15, RT.012/1 ang pessinly RT.C12/5.

11. Deceoratea nm sherd (11a). and three Sscoratea tody s0erads (11b-d) probably all
frem the same vessel onentation uncenam cul prebably vess2i with peintad nim
formed Dy adaition of clay; intenor concave with slight ncnzen:al moulding ¢ 20mm
peiow lip; relarvely compact faoric (11-12mim thick); consiruction joints; decorated
with aither comb impressions or maivicual close-set imoressicns resemoling como;
design uncerain - Imeressions presumacly over the upoemmest corticn of the vassel -
put absence an one o tns body shemds suggests not an ail-over design; organic
residue on irierior; 34.3g. A smail body sherd may be from the uncecorated portion
of this vassel (not illustratea); 16 x 15 < 11mm; 2.0g. RT,007:23; KRT.007/30;
RT.009/4; RT.009/14; possibly RT/007/31.

12. Plain nm sherd (compesad of two joining pieces, 12a), and five decoratad (Inc.
12b-d} and two plain body sherds, probably all from same vessel; onentation
uncartain but almost certainly from vessal with intumed nm; compact fabric (7-8mm
thick) with rather pimply surfaces; int: dark grey (10YR 4/1), ext: dark grey/grayish-
brown (10 YR 4/1/10 YR 5/2); decoration comprisaes low groove dafined ribs bordarad
by obiique lings: overall design uncartain but uppermost portion of vassel may have
baan plain, while the onantation of tha construction jcints indicates that the lay-out
prabably included both vertical and honzonta! moukded ribs; unusuaily, no urganic
residuges visible-on intanor, 46.63. HT/00314; RT/007/2; RT/007/4; RT/Q07/12 (joins

i
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RT1/007/4}: RT/Q0//20; RT/Q07/26 (joins RT/007/2); RT/Q08/7; RT/009/8, possibly
RT/CG7/5.

13. Three docorated (inc. 13a-b) and two plain body sherds and fragmeants, and 2
crumbs prebably all from tha same vessal; onentation uncertain; compact fabric with
fine stane gnts; ganeraily dark gray (7.5 YR N4/ ); decoration compnses possible
tracas of workea up wavy-line cordons and converging moulsings; very fragmentary,
unusually, no arganic residues visible an irtenor, 12.53g. RT/C05:/9; RT/AQ07/9 +
RT/0C7/10 + RT,007/11 (Joining), RT/C07//15;, RT.CO 1o, A7.0C07:E7, RT,0058/1;
CRT/006/3. — o ;
14, Five glain sherds and fragments incluaing twe from cazal angle of vessel with flat
base with siaht protruding icci (inc. 14); on larger sherc (RT.C02:13) part of intornali
suriace iIntact; possiby part of same vessel as 13 1anne ang ceour similar o 13,
esimated diameler 140-1680mm~7; urnusuzily. No 0raanic rasicues visicle an intenor,;
21.0g. BRT.005/10, BT.007/8: HT/.C0711 3, AT/007 21 RT/00%13

15. Twe plain pocay shergs (net thustrated;, onentation unceram - largar sherd
convex; compact faoric similar to 13: generaily greviareyisn orown (10 YR 51410 YR
5/2); construction jaints; unustally, no organic resicues visitie cnanterner; 21.9q.
RT012/6.

16. Three plain sody fracments and a crumb (ot iflusiraied). not assignec o any of

the atove, but prokaviy rom cat nes 2-8: 5.0a. RT.C0712 RT/C07/28; RT/009/2;
HT;’Ong.i o.
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CHIPPED STQNE TOOLS

Bill Finlaysan
Cantre for Fiela Archasology, University of Eainburgn

Discussion

Atotal of 1S pieces of deliberztely werked, crhupped sione wera recoverac. Two raw
matenals are recrasentea: fint and chert. Although there are vanations within these
matenal classes, an absence of contex, the resincied size o7 th.e collection, and the
smaliness of indrvidual peces makes detaned comment ciifbcut. Chert is avalable

locaily, Doth in gutcrces and in nver defives contexis, ThRers 13 Ng ccai int source.
Toe ilint could have Cesn mpertea rom any o the posaibie medium cistance
sgurces, including the north of England, north-east Scotlana. or beaches on the west

coast of Scotland.

No pieces of specific chironalegical significence were reooveraa. 1he sameie 1S 1co
small to make much cf the technoicgy employed. Al that zan e said 1s that the
dominant technigue usec is a diract narc nammer f2ke = ~nnicue. Given *he smail
sample this observaticn s of hmitec value. Cne flake (2 30 face ingj nas a fiat, '
smacth darsal surface. s probavly cenved from a poisnea finttcol, The general
impression is of a post-hesclithic assemblage.

Catalogue
Al maasuremesnts are givan in millimatres.

Surface Fing

Inner regular tlake on grey transiucent tint, Medium hard hammer girect parcussion
is demonstrated by a medium bulb and pronounced noples. Hinging and flaking at
the distal end indicates end shcck. The dorsal surtace is very smcoth and flat,
prebably polished, ailthough a microscope examinatian weuld te reguired to confirm

this. The flake is probably struck fram a polished fint tool, possibly during uss.
18§x16x2

Surface Find

I

L
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Ten innar flakes of homogenous fault-free chamnt. Six of the flakes are less than
10mm In maximum dimension. All the pieces appear fresh, which suggests that they
hava baan little disturoed since depaosition.

16 x34xd, 15x10x2 9x13x2,13x5x3, (and 6 pieces <10mm max dimeansian)

Fill of Pit 3 (003)
1) Inner iregular flake of fine grey transiucent flint. Limited areas of secondary
madification and snapped edges inaicale that this is 2 ragment of an unidentifiable
retouched tool.

28x23x43

2y Innerirregular flake of Dlack nomaogencus cherl with SCIasicial Haws rLunning
parallet througn the matenal -
J0x38x7

Uppermaost fil of Bit 11007}

1Y inner regular flake of olack chern. Corsal scarring rna@icatas (hal tnis ciece may
navae been producea as pan of a acliverate blace redction sirategy

26 x 10 x 3

2) Innar reqgular flake of grey transiucent flint, Tne ziatiorm, large buib, bulbar scar
and pronodncea npples all suggests direct nara namimer Sarcussion.
16 x 14 x 4

3) Inner rgaqular tlaka of fine grey translucent chert. Large olatform, bulb of

percussion, prominent fipples ana ninged truncaticn all ing.cate hard hammer direct
percussion.

22x20x5

Pomary fill of Pit 1 {012)

1) Inner regular flint blads of grey mottled opaqus flint. The dorsal surface suggasts
that despite the overall marpholngy this piece Is not the product of a delibarate
technique, butis a burin spall, from the edge of a larger flake, possibly produced as

the result of a siret fracture. Damags to the vantrai surface at the distal end Indicates
end s .cK to the large, parent, {laks.
27x8x3
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2) Inner reqular fiake of brown ratouchad flint. Despite the lack of a weil-defined bulb
and thg extreme thirness of the piece it appears likely from the pronounced ripples
that this has Deen produced by hard hammer percussion.

20x 23 x2

Fill of linear feature

Inner reqgular flake of homaogenous dark grey chert, with ecge damage aistributed in a
manner suggesting that it is tha result of toot use. The lake terminatas with a
pronounced hinge and iip.

25x15%x 9
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GROUND STONE TOOLS

Ann Clarke
Rockvilla Lodge, North Berwick

Two utilised stcne cobbles wars racoversed as surface fings.

Surface find

1} Smali conble of coarse-grained sandsione. Two Ncllaws nave been worn Into one

face, but it 1s uncentain as o whether these were formeag naturaliy or delibsrataly.

L3imm; v S2me; oh 3Vmm; Hoilows 2.

N O

T
T

()

Surtace fing
2) Cobble tool. Guartzit2, oveigin shape. Fossioy wora smactih on one face,
L108mm: W 86mm; Th S6mm.
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PALAECENVIRONMENTAL REFPORT

Geraint Coles and Sheila Boardman
Palagganvironn, al Ressarch Group, Dapt of Archaeclogy, University of Edinburgh

Introduction

Samples from all soil contexis were precagsed fer the recovery of ¢harred plant
‘matarnial and any other environmental or artefactual remains. Five contexts,
represanting two excavated pits (1 ang 3, procuced charreg glant remains, These
ara catalogued below. Nomenclature follows Clapnam et al (1583

Method

A number of 4xg bui-werght sub-camples from contexts selected on archaeclegical
Qrounds wera wei-sieven. Samelos were disaggrecatea oy immersion in water for 12
hours using Hydrogen Fercxide as a disaqeregating 2agent. Alter repeated stirnng
the floating organic resicue was remaoveg oy SKIMming ana the gense residue sievad
through nested 4 and 2mm mesh sieves, The residues were then nand-sorted under
a x10 magnificaticn dinccular microscope. The residues were sorted Into six general
categones: plant macrofGssils. charceai fragments. insect remains, bone fragments,
anefacis and lithic debrage. Mcst of these werg not recrssantad in the maiariai
studiea.

Ne palynclogical work was carnec out. Given the cgen 'abnc of mest of the
sediments sampled and the poor stata ot preservation ¢f non-carbenised organic

TOMAINS IN genaral, on-site palynology can make hiftle contnoution 10 the study of
these features. o

Resulits

All the samples contained abundant charcoal fragments; in the majorty of casas this
was potentlally idantifiable. Idsntifications include hazel (Corylys) and birch (Betu'a),
both from the upparmost fill of Pit 1. The large fragments racovered are unlikely to
ba the result of infiitraticn and are thus potentially datable by radlocarbon methods
with a degree of confidance. Therg is no suggestion of charcoal derived from long-

-growing traas such as oak, and medem root matonial had not infitrated the andent
charceal.
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Saveral of the samples praoduced hazel (Corylys avellang LY nutshall fragments

{catalogued below). Tness fragmaents varied graatly in size and so ars listed by

waight in Table 2. Quantities of fragmenls are possibiy urder-representad as sgveral

small fragments may have baen missed dunng hand sarting from tha charccal
--residues. Other plant macrofossils includea a single sice (Prurus spinosa L) stong - -

and a small numoer cf indeterminate, distortad, caynonisea seeds.
Vary little can e saig on the dasis of these tew remains. aithcugh wild plant

- resourcas wera clearly oeing Jtilisad at Rillend. The relative atundance of hazel -
chell suggests that it hac animocnani seasonal (olzin the economy of the site,
Accidantal intreguction Wwith Wrewscad can be fued out ince the nuts are willy
developed (nc mmaiur: M3 wWere notec; anc weca qalnered in the autumn waouid

lose s frult dunng felling and ransgonation.

It is disappointing (nat 70 cullivaled oants were presant, Jiven the early date tor
thesa teaturas, and  wiew of the croamity of Hillena 1o e site 2zt Wellbrae
(Alexander anug Armit 13921 wrich orocuced significant ceccsits of cereals
{Boardman, unpuohshea researcni,
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Catalogue of residuas

Fill GG3 of RPit 3: Charcoal; Sevara potentially identifianle fragments up to 20mm,
maost fragmants <10mm, 15.32g. Flant Macros, resdua compased entiraly of
fragments of the nuts of Qorylys, 3.73.

Ful Q05 of Pit 2: Charcoai; indstermunate fragmeants (<ammi, 9.27q. Na macros.

Fit 1. Charcoal, inceterminate fragmemnis (<ommy, 5.2Cg. No macres.

oy

Uppermaost fill | FO, jof Pt Charcoa1; sevarzl ceenually centiacle tracments
(protably Corylus and Eetulz) up to 25mm. majonty smaller indzterminate fragments
<10mm, 22.179. Flant macreos: composed entirely of tne iragmentary shells of

Conylus, 2.89.

Silty fourtt fil (00sY of Fir 1o Charcoas, small iragments (<1Cmm, 10.54g. Plant
WMacros: snelt fragments - Caoryius, 2.23

—y

Third il (014) ot it stenle,

Fine silt, secona il (CCG) of Fit 12 Charcoal: sevaral gotentially identifiable fragments

up to 20mm, most <10mm, 17025, Plant macres, shell iragments - Corylus, 2.10g.
Coarse siit, pamary hill (U12) of Pit 1: Charcoal; several patentialiy icentifiabla

fragments up to 20mm, most <1omm, 13.83g. Plant macros; shell fragments -
Garylys, 1.18g. '
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Table 2

Contoxt 12

Speciss

Corylus avellana L.

- whele/guantfiaie nutsnelis 2 45 38
- fragments 32
- total weight (arammes| 1.2 2.1
Prunus spmngsa L. ywhncle;

Quantifiabie ccmponents z
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