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CHARRED PLANT REMAINS RETRIEVED FROM THE BULK SOIL SAMPLES
FROM DALGINROSS AND DUN ROMAN CAMPS

Shalia soardman

TREATMENT OF THE SAMPLES

Bulk samples, usuaily 7-14 llires, were collected from all soil contexis
and processed using a standard water separation maching (Kenward et af
1980). The light fraciion (ficts) were collected in sieves with mesh slzes of 1
mm and 300 microns, and the heavy resldue (retent), In a 1 mm mesh. The
- fiots and retents from the 1 mm meshes weare completely sorfed, by aye or
using a low power light microscope. The quantify of remains did not warrant
ssoning of the flots frorn the 302 micron mash. Macrofossil ideniificatlons ware
cariied out using a low powar, iight microscepe and a modern ssed
reference collection held by Historic Scotlland, Edinburgn.

RESULTS

DALGINROSS

Upper fill of ditch Area B (see text), Carex sp. (rigonous) (sedge) x 1.
This contfext could be modern.

Pricnary ditch fill Area C (see fexf): Spergula arvonsls L. (Cormn sputrey) x
1. This ray have been present in the scil whoen the ditch was dug.
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DUN
From the pre-modern ploughsoll, Area 1 (see text):
Fordeurn sp. (baney) - hulled asymmeiric grains' x 4

- hulled symmetic grains x i
- huled gralns x 1
- asyrmmetric graing x 1
- of gsyrmmmetric grains x 1
- Triticurn dicoccum Schubl, (emmor wheat) x |
Ceraal Indat. x 1
Chencopodium album type (fat hen) x

From the lower ditch fills Area T (see text):

Hordeurn sp. (baley) - hulled asymmetric grains” x 4
- huiled symmetnc grains x |
- asymimetnc gralns x 1

- Indet. grains x 1

c Both seeds recoverad from the Dun ditch fills are commoen in
archasclioglcal crop assemblages. They are not found in assoclation In
aconomic crops here, however, and may have been present In the soils
before the ditches were dug.

_ The two small deposits of coreal gralns from Dalginrass wore not
accompanied by cereal chaff and straw, cr weed speclas which might
suggest thelr local culiivatlon and/or processing. i Is unlikely that elther SRR }
deposit provides an accurato reflsctlon of Roman or Medioval crop
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