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THE BEAKF ~S

Beaker |

Thisz ia a rather sguat pot with a glcobular body and a vary
short, sharply everted neck. [t s 168 npm tall, 152 mm In
dlameter at the belly and 1458 mm In dlameter at the rather
squarad-oft rim The diamater of the sligntly footed base is
?2 mm; the greatest diameter s sllightly above halt-way up the
pot. Complete but for a chip out of the rlm, the fabric huas a
hard, black tnterlor with medlum—sized stone grits; the
surface has been wet-hand-flnished and some graing ot mlca

show through.

The decoratlon has been mostly applled very carefutly and
generatly wlth a comb ¢ 9 mm long wlth regular square teeth
The daecormtlon is In five zones of vary unagqual slze. The neck
bears flva horlzontal tlnes {of contlnuous comb Lmpreaslonst,
while the upper and lower bellles have large triangles fllled
wlth crilss-cross or ladder motifs/patterns [ Southern Briltlish
Mot lf Group 4 motlf 29]. Between thaese zones and Just below

the greatest dlamater of the pot ls a zone detlned by

horlzontal llres of comb (two abovae and cone below) and
contalnlng two linas of horlzontal chevrons. At the fcot are
two L.nes of horilzontal comb impressions

Thls beaker can be bast accomodat@d withln Clarke's scheme as
a Final Northermn (N4>, in view of [tg strong similarity to lts
naar nelghbour from Afforsk, Gardanstown (lass than S km to
the wast of Chaparlden: Clarke 1970, no 1572, flg 728> and,
even mora, to tha beaker from Mili Farm, Rathen, (c 16 km to
the sast: (bid, no 1476, flg 726). The hligh, rounded belly and
zone-straddilng mot(fs argue such a category: these constltute
Clarke's style @ - 'balanclng the uppaer and lower raeglstars

about the baelly axis' (1970, 1915,



Howevar, some dlfflculties are encountered wham attempting to
place thea Chapelden beakers [and lts falliows]l In the acheme of
Lantlng and Van der waal=s (1972). The sharp dlvislon betwean
the short neck and the hlgh belty, both through a sherp bend
and the naeck decoratlon could polnt to a step 4 placing (as
would the graceful S-proflle and zonatlon on the upper part of
the Afforgk potl. The exlatence of a strand of such globular
or barrel-shaped beakars, runnlng parallel to the development
of conventlonal baakers in north—east Scotlend, has baan
arqued elsewhere (Zhepherd 1986, 26-28). Admittedly, Clarke
felt that many of these pots could be contined wlithin hisg
Flral Neorthern group, in whlch he defined two series 4{necked
and blconlcal) (1270, 192>, Furthermcra, the cniy Cl4 date
so far avaltable for tha group, that from Mains ot Scotston,
Brldge of Don, Aberdeen |ls very late; however, as thls doas not
come from skelaotal material, Judgement should perhaps be
suspended until the fimnal publicatlon of that slte.  But
perhaps such problems help to explaln why Lanting and Van der
wWaals found the Filnal MNorthern group to e one of the l(@ast

satlsfactory of Clarkae's groupings (1972, 29,

It mlght also go some way towards explalnlng odditlas like thea
N4 Bowl from Urquhart, Moray (Clarke 1970, no 1721, tig 723)7
Of course, the Food Vessel-llke elaboratlon of interlors of
rlms of Urquhart, Upper Boyndle and Rathen might [ndlcate that
a placlng at the end of the beaker saries ls antlirealy
approprilate; ceartalnly thare ls little dount that that ls the
where th.y would be locataed [n Case's broad dlvislons of the

phenomanun (1977).

Beakar ¢

This pot i3 reprasented by flve rimsherds and nine small body
shards ln a rather tlaky, although evenly-flraed, fatbtrlc with

small stona grlts, The extorlor tears a mid brown to buff



alLlp. Very Little can be sald about the shape of thls vessgel,
although It Is clear that [t did have a polnted rlm the
shaerds are ¢ § mm thick., [t should be noted that the fracturaes
on the sherds are frash and unabraded, (ndicating that they
are unllkely to represent accldental Incluslon of resldual
materlal; rather the emplacamant of thesae sherds would geem to

represent a dellberute act.

The decoratlve schame on the neck seems to have conslsted of
tall chevrons flanked by vertlcal fliling [(Basic European
Motif Group 7, whlch later developed into Motif 29, a varlant
of the Scuthermn Britlsh Motif Group: Clarke 1370, 425 & 427},
All the deccratlon has been exacuted with a comb wlth vary
flne, sqguare taeth; 1t Is not possible to estimate Lts length,
but lt wes probably different from the one used on Daakear o

1.

Thls pot cannot be classltled preclsely, althcough the tall
trlanglas on the neck suggest that tt should be placed late In

the sequencae of Scottish beakers

The N4 pot from Rathen clearly has scma similarlities Ln
decoration <(Clarke 1970, flg 726, no 1474}, as docs the N3
beakar from Inveramsay, Aberdeenshlre ({(bid ftitg 682, no
1457). Flnrnally, some hint of the total decoration may De seen
on the S3 (E»> pot from Kitlmarie, Skye ({&id fig 968, no
1&672).
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Site Crid ref Fublication reference Cl4 date

Borrowstone Newhills 1 HIBs3081 Shepherd, IAG DES 77,4

Borrowstone Newhille 2 NT853081 Shepherd, IAG DES 77, 4

Borrowstone Newhills 3 NJRS207%  Shepherd, TAG DES 20, O

Borrowstone Mewhille 4 HTEER 178 Shepherd, IAG DES 24, 13-14

Borrowstone Newhille 5 NTE. . 072 Chepherd, IAG DES &4, ]3-14

Borrowstone Newhills 6 NI8%1073  Shepherd, [AG DES 84, 13-14

Boyrack HOGZ2342! Thenz, E DE= 78, 31

Brocmend of Crichie 2 NI778192 Davidscn, CB PSAS w1t 1158-2

Chapelden, Aberdour HIR40638 Greig et al present psper

Denside Fileld, NI748201 Shephard, DES 39, 20-1

Y3nar Estate IAG & AN

Fallaws Farm HOROQ409  Coutts, H PSAS wcvil 159-60

Hatton Mi1l Fricckheim  HO495612 Wedderburn, L PSAZ 102, 42

rKeabog, Pitdrichie N0799320  Shepherd, IAG PSAS 117, 33-40 1745 +a5%
(GU-112%3

Eermnay Paradice Road NI736167 Wooadham, A DES 74, 5-6

Ladyrire Logie Buchan NIQ78299 Woodham, A bES 73, 2

Lesmurdie 8 NT400332  PBobertzon, A PSAS {, 206-11

Hains of Balpagowan HHE10546  Sherherd, PS4S 114 560 1555 +aR

TAT % AN GU-1120

Mains of Leclie Framnay NIBO4244  Callander, TG PSAS »x14, 116

Haing of Scotston HI935107 Ralston, [BM PES 70, & 11a0 «70
R -2ma7

Nether Crizgie Dunnottar N28332322 Hirk, W PESasS lwwwvili, 1-6

Newlande Oyne 1 NTGO425%2 Callander, TG PSAS lxvii, 228

Park Quarry 1 HO202976 Shephnrd, IAG DES 29, 22

Sandhole, Fetterangus NIGass2t Falston, IBM  DES 81, 13

Tavelty Farm Kintore NI78817¢ Ralston, IBHM  DES B3, 11 1760 +70
(GU-2159

Uppar Mains of KO8E7790  Fracger, JR FSAS 1viil, 27-40

Catterline A Reid, RW
whitehouse, Skene NI802268  Callander, JU PSAS x1, 23-39
Table 2 : North East baaker cists with orientation information. Grid and

purlication references with svsilable T!14 dates

PEAS = Proceedings of the Soctety
DES = lifscovery and Excavation In
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