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THE

Beaker 1

This Is a rathar squat pot w i t h a globular body and a very

short, sharply everted neck. It is 168 rrm t a l l , 152 rrrn In

d I a met er at the b e l l y and 148 mm In d I omet er tit the rather

squored-off rim. The d I omet er of" the s l i g h t l y footed base Ls

92 mm; the greatest dt omet «r Is s l i g h t l y above ha I f - way up the

pot . Comp leta but for o chip out of the rim, the fabric has u

hard, black Interior with me d I u m— sized stone g r i t s ; the

surface has been wet -hand-finished and some grains of mica

show t hrou gh.

The decoration has been most ly applied very carefully and

generally w i t h a comb c 9 mm long with regular square teeth.

The decoration is In five zones of very unequal size. The neck

bears five horizontal lines t of continuous comb I mpr ess Ions] ,

wh L i e the upper and I ower b e l l i e s have large t r i a n g l e s f i l l e d

w i t h criss-cross or ladder mot i f s/ pat t er ns [Southern B r i t i s h

Motif Group 4: motif 29]. Botwoon these zones and Just below

the greatest diameter of the pot Is a zone defined by

horizontal lines of comb ( t wo above and one below) and

containing two linos of horizontal chevrons. At the foot are

two I knea of hor Lzontal comb Impressions.

This beaker can be best accomodated w i t h i n CLarke's scheme as

a Final Northern CN4), in view of Its strong s i m i l a r i t y to Its

near neighbour from Afforsk, Gardenstown ( I es£ than 5 km to

the weet of Chapalden: Clorke 1970, no 1572, fig 726) and,
even more, to the beaker from M l i l Farm, Rathen, (c 16 km to

the east: Ibid, no 1476, fig 726). The high, rounded b e l l y and

zone-straddling motifs orgue such a category; these constitute
Clark*1 s style e - 'balancing the upper and lower registers
about the bal l y axis' (1970, 191).



However, some d i f f i c u l t i e s are encountered when at t emptIng to

place the Chapelden beakers land Its fallows] In the sc home of

Lantlng and Van der WaaIs (1^72). The sharp d i v i s i o n between

the ahort neck and tho h i g h b e l l y , both through a shtrp bend

and the neck decoration could point to a step 4 p l a c i n g Cos

wou Id the graceful S-prof I Ie and donation on the upper part of

the Affor 9k pot]. The existence of a strand of such g l o b u l a r

or barrel-shaped beakers, runnIng p a r a l l e l to the development

of convent I onMl bonkers In north-east Scot Itnd, has been

argued elsewhere (Shepherd 1986, 26-28). Admittedly, Clarke

felt that many of these pots could be confined w i t h i n his

F i n a l Northern group, In which he defined t wo series {necked

and blconfcal] (1970, 192). Furthermore, the only C14 date

so for a v a i l a b l e for the group, that from Mains of Scotston,

Bridge of Don, Aberdeen Is very late; however , as this does not

co me from skeletal mat erI a L , j udaement should perhaps be

suspended u n t i l the f i n a l p u b l i c a t i o n of that site. But

perhaps such problems help to explain why Lantlng and Van der

Was Is found the F i n a l Northern group to be one of the least

satisfactory of Clarke's groupings (1972, 29),

It might also go some way t awards e x p l a i n i n g odd L t I or, l i k e the

N4 Bowl from Urquhart, Moray (Cla-kc 1970, no 1 7 2 1 , f i g 723)?

Of course, the Food Vessel-like elaboration of Interiors of

rims of Urquhart, Upper Boyndle and Rathen might Indicate that

a placing at the end of the beaker series Is entirely

appropriate; certainly there Is l i t t l e dount that thai Is the

where t h - y would be located In Case1s broad divisions of the

phenomenon (1977).

This pot Is reproaented by five rlmsherds and nine small body

sherds In a rather flaky, although evenly-fired, fabric with

small atone grits. The extorLor bears a mid broMi to buff



aL I p. Very L i t t l e can be maid about the ahope of this vessel,

although It Is clear that It did have o poI nt ed rim; the

sherds ore c 8 rrm thick. It should be noted that the fractures

on the sherds ore fresh and unabraded, Indicating that they

ore u n l i k e l y to represent accidental Inclusion of residual

mat erl o l ; rather the emp I ncomctnt of these sherds wou Id seem to

represent o deliberate net.

The decorat I ve sc home on the neck seems to have consisted of

t a l l chevrons flanked by vertical f i l l i n g [Basic European

Motif Group 7, which later developed into Motif 29,a variant

of the Southern B r i t i s h Motif Group: CLarke 1970, 425 fii 427}.

A l l the decoration has been executed with a comb wi t h very-

fine, square teeth; It Is not possible to estimate Its length,

but It WMS probably different from the one used on beaker no

1 .

This pot cannot be classified precisely, although t ha t a l l

triangles on the neck suggest t hat It should be placed late In

the sequence of Scott ish beakers.

The N4 pot from Rathen c l e a r l y hoa some s i m i l a r i t i e s In

decoration (Clorke 1970, fig 726, no 1476), as doca the N3

beaker from Inver omsay, Aberdeenshtre (Ibid, fig 662, no

1457). F i n a l l y , some hint of the total decoration may be «een

on the S3 (E) pot from Kllmarle, Skye (Ibid, fig 966, no

1672).
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Site Or id Put-J i cat Ion reference C14

P o r r o w ^ t o n * N e w h i l l s 1
B o r r o w s t o n * N e w h i l l e 2
Borrowstone N e w h i l l ^ 3
B o r r o w s t o n e H e w n i l l 5 4
B o r r o w s t o n e Nev.tii 11 s 5
B o r r o w s t o n a N & w h i l l w 6
B o y s a c k
Broonend of Crichle 2
Chapelden, Aberdour
Donside Field,

Manar Estate
Fallows Farm
flatten Kill Friockhein
K«abog, Pitdrlchle

KoT.nay Paradise Road
LadytrirL Logic Buchan
Lesnurdie ?
Mains of Balrogowan

Mains of Leslie K-«tnay
Halna of Scotston

Nether Crlggia Dunnottar
Newlandu Oyne 1
Park Quarry 1
Sandhole, Fetterangus
Tavelty Farm Klntore

Upper Halns of
Cattcrline

Whit«hous«t Skana

NJ65308I
N I 853081
N 1 8 5 2 0 7 6
NT65 . 076
NJfc. .07.6
NJ851073
H062d491
NJ 7^8 192
NJ840633
NJ748201

N0509409
N0496616
N0799320

NJ736167
N J975299
NT400332
NHB10546

NJ604244
NJ935107

NT6942?3
N0803976

NJ788172

K0857790

NJ609063

Shepherd, IAG
Shepherd, IAG
Shepherd, IAG
Shepherd, IAG
Shepherd, I AG
Shepherd, IAG
Thens, E
Davidson, CB
Greig et al
Shepherd,

IAG 4 AN
Coutts, H
W^ddcr burn, L
Shapherd, IAG

Woodhftir. A
Woodhatn, A
Robert son, A
Shepherd,

I AC A AN
Calender, JG
Ralston, IBM

Kirk Wi - -1 I ~- , "

Callander, JG
Shepherd. IAG
Ralston, IBM
Ralston, IBM

Fraeer, JR
.\ Reid, RW

Callonder, JG

DES 7?, 4
DES ->7t 4
DES 60, 9
DES 64, 13-14
DES 64, 13-14
DES 64, 13-14
DES 78, 31
PSAS vi i , 1 15-6
present paper
DES 39, 20-1

PSAS xcvll 159-60
PSA? 102, 82
PSAS 1 17, 33-40 P45

(GU-
DES 74 ( 5-6
DES 73, 3
PS'S 1, 205- 1 1
PSAS 1 14 560 1555

(r,\j-
PSA? xll. 1L6
DES 75, 5 1 !90

PSAS I x y v v i i i , 1-6
PSAS Ixv l l , 229
DES 69, 22
DES 61, 13
DES 83, 1 1 1760

PSAS Ivili, 27-40

PSAS Kl, 23-39

Tabl* 2 : North East bvaker cists with orientation information. Grid and
publication refer**nce« with av a i l a b l e C14 dates.
PSAS - Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
DES = L'lfccvtry and Excavation In Scotland
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