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Evcavetione at Saailholm Tuwer, Rcxburghshire

Geurge L Good and Christopher J Tabrahas

THE EXCAVATIUING

Hith the exception of one small arploratory
trench imnediately to the north of the
towerhouse, excavation was confined to the area
of the barmkin. The entire area, including the
barmkin wall 1tself | was invastigated except for
a small area on the south side of the towerhouse
which was 1n us@ by the atone-masons for stone

storage and cutting.

For--connmy ot space, the features and layers
are not indeied in this report; sufficlant
detail, where releavant, is provided in the text.
Fematures ars shown thusi F42) layers are shown

thuss ABLC.

3., C3



THE WesT COURT

The larger of the (wo courts, meacuring 18 m
by 15 a, lay on the wast qide of the towaerhouse
betwean 1t and the gatoway 1nto the barmkin
through the west wall. This wast side was the
only part of the perimeter wall sti1ll standing to
any substantial height at the time of excavation,
being in places over 4 m hagh. In view 0f the
tact that thig wall, which like the resaindar of
the original barakin wall had been constructed of
the loca®l ignecus rock and ﬁonded with a yellow
clay-silt, wag in a parlous condition, it had
been consolidated by pressure grouvting with lime
mortar i1n the early 1970s before sxcavation work
Eegan. The gateway, cantrally placed, was
represented by a gap 2.7 m widwe, though clearly
it had besn narrower when sntire., How auch
narrower excavation at ground level failed to
reveal for all trace of threshold, if any, and
‘door rybats had gone. The faint signs of the
tatls 0f dresesed rybat stones higher up suggest a

narrowing by about 1 m, giving a doorway perhaps
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1.7 m wida. No more information was forthcoming

s -t the Nusber or positiocn of doors sealing the
ocpening and all that survived was the <slot for

the tizber draw—bar 1n the scuth side.

The barmkin wall skirting the west court
varied betwesn 1.5 m and 2.2 m in thickness and
was gencrally built directly on tep of the

:
bedrock. In places along the north edge, where
thure ware Qaps In that rock, the ~all had
slipped outwards and downwdrde, S0 affecting the
floor levels within the north range of buildings.
A block of fallen masonry outwith the north wall
wat mortar-bonded, strongly hinting that this had
come from the rebuilding of the north barmkin
wall when the range was remcdelled in the 17th

century.

Along the south edge of the wast court, the
barmkin wall narrowed considerably immediately
east of the south range of buildings. Hare it was
arched over a large gap in the bedrock, and again
consolidation work had been carried out prior to

excavatian in order to pressrve it, On the south
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side of the towarhouse the wall hugged the vary
wdge of the cliff to leave ags much space as
possible 1n the vicinity of the entrance into the

towar.

The area of the wast court was taken up by
two ranges of building, the one north of and the
other south of a central courtyard. This
courtyard consisted mainly of flat slabs of
igneous rack interspersed with the occasional
block of sandstone. In places the natural rock
projected through this crude metalling and had in

places hesn chipped away to provide 4 aore even

- surface, Considerable wear was evidant throughout

the courtyard , both on the metalling and on the
hedroci, and this wear pattern was particularly
noticeable along the routes linking the several

doorways.
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THE MORTH RANGE

The north range used the barmkin wall for its
e2ast, north and west walle. The south wall was
built largely of the ignecus rock but showed
signs of bhaving been substantially altered, being
bonded variously with yellow clay-silt and an
of{f-white lime-mortar. During the course of
exCavaticn 1t became apparent that there had been
two main phases of building. In the first, the
range had comprised two roomz, a small one to the
wast and a larger one to the west. This was
replaced by a three-roomed structure using the
came ex*ernal walls, with an extension aon the
south easxt built against the wast wall of the
towarhouse. With the sole exception of the
sgcondary wall dividing the ~est and east courts,
the only use of lime—mortar as a bonding agent
throughout the entire complex proved to be
confinaed to alterations ascociated with this

renpdelling of the north range.
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The south wall (F1) in this firet phase was

clay—-«ilt bonded and was built at the same time
as the barskin wall itee.f wince the two are
jointed together at the wast end where the
barmkin wall abutted the towernouge. At the waest

and the wall abutted the baraokin wall just north

of the gateway into the courtyard. The position

of the entrance(s} into this north range from the
courtyard could not be ascertained on account of
the e:tent of the reconsiruction work (the
mortar-bonded sections) carried out on this wall

during the second phase.

The huilding waa partitioned into two rooms
by & wall (F19), 1.1 m wide. The larger room on
the weet ma@asured 10.2 m by 5.6 m; the smaller
room to ite vast was about 5 m square. The
doorway linking the two rooms 1.y towards the
south #1d of the partition wail but its exact
posttion and width could not be determined

because of its desolition during the subsequent

alturations.




The floor in the larger room was a brown
humic 2ilt which overlay the uneven bedrock. The
larger gaps in the bedrock had been infilled with
rubble. The moveaent and settling of this infill
material had caused considerable disturbance in
the flocr lavels along the north part of the room
and had forced the north barmkin wall to bulge
ottwards in places. The instability of this north
wall could well have prompted the major

remodelling associated with the later phase.

Ther= were scarcely any features surviving in
this main room which could be associated with
this first phase. The most obvious was a roucghly
square stone setting (F1B8) near the middle of the
room. Tt maasured 1 m across ard the east part
had been subjected to intensive burning. The
floor imnediately to its east was equally heavily
burnt, strongly suggesting that this feature had
been a hearth or fireplace. The restricted area
of burning on the stonework indicated that the
fire itcelf had bewsn raised above floor level,
probably contatned within a grate. The area of

burning on the stores and the adjacent f]loor
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could well have resulted from the raking out of

the embers from that raised grate. A narrow clay-
and atonn-filled trench arcund the fouw edges of
the feature, which cut through the Lurnt sotl
associated with it, probably represented the
removal of a stone edgQing, or karb, around the

hearth.

In the north-west corner of the room there
was a recess (FT5) set into the north barakin
wall. This may have been the location of a narrow
window, perhaps even a gunhole covering the

northern approach to the site.

In the smaller room on the east, the bedrock
projected very unevenly and, because of this and
the patchin!gs af most layers, the stratigraphy
of the occupation levels was often difficult to
sort out. Tt was obvious that the floor surface
was far from eveny indeed, there msay have bsen a
split-level floor for the esast part was markedly

higher than the resainder.

In the north-wast corner was a cobbled hearth

(F21), 1.8 m by 1 m, set against the sast wall. A

3: C10




spread ot ash and burning over and around this

hearth was the only occupation layer that could
with #any certainty be associated with this phsase,
Smoke from this fireplace was doubtles carried
upwards and out of the room by a "hingin’ lums", a
hooded flue of lath and clay applied to the

inside face of the wall.

Alco associated with this phagse was a small
aumbry, or wall-cupbhoard (F48), T00 o wide and
400 am dmep, set into the east wall near the
towerhouse. This had subzequently bean blocked up
with stmilar masonry and was only partially
visible during the excavation, though it becacne

clearar during the consolidation progranmae.

Despite thae comprehansive nature of the ,
sxcavation, including even the remaval of such of
the rubble infill beneath the flcor of the larger
rooa, there was scarcely anything in the way of
artefacts discovered, and certainly nothing that

would indicate a date of construction or

occupation of this phass-one north rangs.
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PHASE YWD

This second phase saw considerable
alterations to the north range. The partiticon
wall (F19) was demolished and replaced by a
silt-bonded wall (F4), 300 mm wide, a shart
distance to the mast. This effectively reduced
the width of the east room to 3.4 a. An
additional partition, the earth-bonded wall (F7),
450 ma wide, was inserted to create an cxtra
room, 2.8 m wide, at the wost end of the range.
This reduced the length of the large room in the
cantre to about 9@ m. All three rooms had had

their wall surtaces rendered with plaster.

Entry from the courtyard was by way of an
inWard-opening doorway through the south wall at
the wast end of the central room (Rooa I). The
basal rybats of the doorway survived and ware
ftnely-moulded sundstone blocks. Attached to the
west ryhat was an iron crook set in lead into the
stone on which the lower hinge of the door would
have plvoted. The entrance into the rooea was

stapped down with blocks of sandstoneg and ignmous

3: Ci12
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rock.

Tre docrway linking Rooss I and IIl (the wast
1 room), at the north and of the partition wall

( F7 ), also had dresced sandstcne Jjambg, though
more sioply fashioned than the main entrance
doorway with just a pila!ln broad chamfer. Here too
the door crook was in position on the north side
of the opening, allowing the door to cpen into
Room 111 against the rorth wall. One of the jamb
stones had a square hole in it which bad been
blocked up with mortar and small ctones,
suggesting that it had been re-used. Indeed, from
the rubble daebris ( AAB;AAKIAAT ) sealing this
later building case a number of assorted dressed
sandstone pleces which had quite clearly coas
from another building, or buildinga. That the
origin of the stone was not Smailholm itself

{ that is, from the phase-one north range ) is
demonstrated by a window sullion which had
clearly come from a quite slaborate traceried
window §j a possible credence besring ssveral
crosses; a plece of possible keeled plinth~ or
séring-coursc bearing a ‘dog rose’ sotif; and
nuaerous other frageents of filleted mouldings.

T




These would suggest an eccleusiastical context, 1in

which case their exciusively pale pinkish-gray
Upper 0ld Red Sandstone composition would point
to thn.nlarby Premonstratensian abbey of Dryburgh
3.9 miles ( 5.5 km ) scouth west of Smatlholn
Tower ( MacGregor & Eckford 19352 246-8). None

of the dresced stonework appears to have bson
incorporated into Smailholm in the manner first
intended, but used merely as building matarial.
An exception may be the probable credence which,
gince all thg pieces recovered were found
together, cesums to have been re-used as a
decorative feature, probably an aumbry, in the

north wall of Roca 1.

The fireplace (F2) {in Room I was recessed
into the south wall, To accommocdate it, thise wall
had bmen partially demolishad and rebuilt mso that
i1t boldly projected into the courtyardlnn the
south. The rybats of the firaeplace were simply
chamfared and the hood had been archad over, for
nearly all‘thn plain sandstone vousscirs wars
found smongst the demolition debris. The tearth
was raissd slightly above the general +4loor lavul

of the raoe avd gonsisted of ignecus slade

/
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interapmsreod with some wandutcnhne. A fireback

(F37), made up of randomly-set stornes, had besn
built agatnet the back wall as a protection. A
thin patehy laymr of ash and the heavily cracked
hearthstonds were wvidence of substantial use.
et {nto the west side of the fireplace, G50 mnm
up from the hearth, was part of an aumbry (FA9),
ured muwt likely for houwing the salt-boyu. It was
700 mm wide and 380 mm deap and, though ite full
hwight could not be determined, a groove 220 mm
up from the bame indicated the position of a
whawlé, The stump of 4ireplace masonry
incorporeating thie aumbry, the only portion of
barmkin butlding surviving to any substantial
hwight prior to sscavation ( scre 3 m ), had been
roheolidated {n ite ruined stefe in the diestant
pawt for @ buttress of stone had been built
acrows the aumbry so as to support the column of
wtornework above, Thiwe repair may well date from
the time Gir Walter Scott was sxpressing tconcern

sbout the "dilapidaticne® in 1799,
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lamediately weset of the fireplace wam a

window recess (F50) with the remnant of & stone
window seat. Thie had besan blocked up to sill
levael at a latur date and sealed below thix
blozking was an iron spur of a type common (n the
17th century. Jpposite the fireplace, in the
north barmkin wall, had besn the aumbry made up

of the pileces of credence already refesrrcd to.

In Room Il, there was little surviving of
flocor levels, although the projecticns cof bmdrock
ruggested that there was the same unavenness of
floor as in the ewarlisr phase. One particular
ledge of rock at the entrance through the
partition wall, which incidentally doss not
appmar to have been given dresssd sandstone
rybate, provided a step up into the room from
Room 1. A refacing of the ineide face of the
barmkin wall on the north side of the room
smphasised the sxtent of the rupnlr‘worh here

hecessiteatead by the sattiement of this wall,
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The phase-pne hearth was how replaced by a

fireplace (F%) set intog the east wall., It
mreasured 1.2 mn wide by I00 mm deep and ite large
sandetone hearthatones projected 400 mm into the
room. That thie firsplace was nat mortar-bonded
might suggeat that it had been inserted at a time
precading the major remodelling of thie rorth
range., In support of thise is the fact that this
sacond fireplace was furthor altered whan
mortar-bonded stonework reduced the width of this
firaplace to 550 mm., At the sane time, the
fireplace was raised a little. The sandstone
blocks forming the sides of the fireplace had
small holes tn tham wherwe an ireon grate had bean

attached across the front.

Room 111 at the weat and of the range wan
disproportinnately narrow ( 2.8 m wide ), Apart
from the possible narrow window-light / gunhole
tucked into the nerth-west corner, a legacy from
the phass-one butlding, there Hcf- no ather
features, not even a 4ireplace, to suggest a
function., The lime-mortared floor and the

nicely-dresesd sandetone doorway linking with

Y 2




Room I, however, suggest something more important

than storage apace and it msay be that here had
been a timber staircase leading to private

chasbers an the upper storey.

At som=a stage during the second phase an
additional room ( Room IV, measuring 5.%a by I m )
was built at the south-east corner of the north
range against the towsrhouse. Access into the
room had at one time been gained via a doorway
linking directly with Room II. With the south and
wast walls of this added rcom so extensively
robbed, it is impossible to determine whether
there had besn any entrance directly fram the
courtyard, though in view of the rcom’'s UI.; at
laant in part, as a coal-store, this seans more

than likely.

In the north-wast corner was the remnant of a
pink clay floor with patches of gravel but again
projecticns of bedrock indicatsd much unsvenness,
Much of this floor was covered with coal up to a
thickness of 200 mm, The only feature noted was a

large ignecus block laid flat on top of projecting

bedrpck 14 the narth-wapt corner creating » ehelf or

'
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platform (F8) 400 mm above the floor.

Room IV was probably demcltidted whilst the
remainder of tha north range was stil)l in use,
judging by its very denuded state and the fact
that the doorway linking with Roor 11 had been
blocked up. It is with this Room IV, though, that
the roof-raggle & m up +rom grourd level on the
west slevation of the towerhoure {s associated,
and this height would indicate that the extensian,
and by implication the whole of the north range
in this second phase, was a two-storeyed

conetruction,

Artcfacte recovered from this second phase
perint most forcibly to a date of occupation
throuigh the latter half of the 17th century
They include the iron spur from Room 1 and
numerous clay-pipe fragments, Certainly the cyma
moulding on the entrance doorway into PRoom 1 $from
the courtvard cannot be =arlisr than the 17th

century.

There was svidence to muggoest that this north
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range had been uvaed after its abandonment as a

rosidence. The mortared floor inm Room II1 had
beer overlain at a later date by a well-laid ancd
cambered floor cf igneous cobbles bonded in red
clay. These showsd no signs of wear on their
xiirface. The cobbling stopped short of the side
walls lewaving gaps ¢ T00 mm wide on the west, 500
mm wide on *he esst) filled with large stores and
si1lt ¢ AT ) from which came a hardhead of James
VI, minted in 1%88 but tn thie context clearly in
a redeposited level. The gaps hint perhaps that
cnmething had temsn built or placed against the
walle, though there was nothing to suggeet ~hat
that gomething might have hesn or indeed whether
it contirued around the mporth and south sides of
the raonom. A few nimsces of manganese-glazed
pottery of 1Rth-rentury date associated with it
(ABR) , suggest v at this part of the north range
at least continued to be used into that century,

probably aws a farm outbuilding,
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THE SOUTH RANGE

The south range wase btiilt against the south
and west barmkin walls 1nd comprised two rooms -
Room V, betwemn 5.4 m and &4 m long by 4 m wide,
and Ronan VT, 4,8 m by 4.2 m. The north and east
walle of the range (F10 and F14 respectively )
were built of the local igneous rock bonded with
pint rlay and orange silt. Around Room VI theee
walla had been almost completely robbed out,
though thair positions could be determined from
the lark of wear on the projecting bedrock.
Separating the two roomn wan the earth-bnnded
wall (Fi1) and it would appear that there had
never bhmer a doorway through thie wall to connect
the rooms directly. For this reason it was
difficult to bhe certain whether alteratione in

the twn rooms were made at the same time.
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disturbances the floor did not survive throughout
the room, Little also remained of the fireplace
assocliated with this phase, but its position was
ascertained from burning on the east wall of the
room. There were also a few burnt stones and
patches of bhurnt agil (¥3%) immediately 1n front
0f thiec wall, Overlying the pink clay floor was a
layver of orange silt containing a very large
amount of coal.Irdeed. in the north-west cornsr
of the room the layer was entirely coal. In
nlarms . ymre the f]loor leve! was uealed by later
stone fmatires, patrhes o0f cccupation material

aurvived rantaining large amounts of animal bone.

There was a furtter, and finnal, phane of
alteratinne., Nnre again the fireplace was moved,
*hig time to a central positi-n ageinet the went
wall. This fireplace (Fi2) was substantially
intact, The hearthstones were raised slightly
abhove the qgqensral floor lovel and like the large
fireplace from Room I {m the north range, 1t had
a stone-built fireback wet against the west «all.
Tha {ntensity of burnt hearthstones and soil was
much Qrester in the centre and south of the

hearth, suggesting either that the north part had




subsequently been repaired or, more plausibly,
that this right-hand side had been reserved for

cooking pots placed adiacent to the fire-basket.

A slightly raised rectangular stone plat{orm
(FX1), measuring 1.2 m by 1.3 m, was positioned
1in the north-sast corner of the room just inside
the e trance. Robustly built, 1t may conceivably
have aprved as a so0lid base for supporting a
heavy {tem of egquipment, perhaps a brewir] vat,
Another <tone feature (F19), roughly T-shaped,
ran from this Sase to the ecuth wall and off to
the west for a short way, It was partisltly
caversd by the flopring matertial of orange-brown
211t and wear on the uppermost adges of many of
the stonea suggested that 1t may have provided a
snlid foundation ‘or a regularly-~walked route
througbh the room, perhaps passing between
work—tables., Fragments of clay pipes recovered
from this floor (ACF) date this last phase of
occupation to the latter half of the 17th
century., Sealing this flour and patchy nccupation
level was a loamy layer containing a large amount
of fibrous materia! which may have been the

debris of the coliapsed turf roof. This tn turn

3: D10




T O TR

o
_'EI.

gy

wad sealed by a rubble demolitinn level which

covered the antire range.

ROOM VI

Although the rorth wall of this room had been
completely robbed, the probable position of the
entrance to the room was indicated by patches of
wear on the bedrock rumning across the line of
the wall near the middle. Within the room,
bhecaume 0f the ridge of bedrock in the north-east
corner and the conesiderable animal disturbance,
sapecially in the south half, it was difficult to
be aure an to the phase with which cesrtain of the
feat.res were associated. Owing to a lack of time,
excavation in Room VI was halted at a higher
leve]l than in Room V, on a brown silt layer very
simijar to the natural wubescil overlying the
bedrock outside the barmkin. It may be, howsver,
that this was a redepcosited layer and that there
was yet another floor level bensath this, though
the projections o+ bedrock would suggest

otherwise,

3 D1y




Over a brown silt subsolil ir the south-sast

part of the room, a matrix of sily and small
stones provided & foundation for the flagged
$.00r of the earliest phase. This had settled
considerably, largely thanks to the activity of
burrowing animals., Also assocliated with this
phase were two lengthy slabs of sandstone, one
heside the south wall, the other Deside the north
wall just west of the presumed ent-ance. Thess
were placed s0 that their long sides were in line
and it would seem most likely that there had once
been additional =!abs continuing hetween the two.
This alignment of slabs separated out an area
about 2 m wide against the west wall, and at the
south end nf this was a hearth (F44) which showed
signs of considerable use. The hearth was made up
of small stones and nodules of weathered ignecus
rock, with the line of sandstone slabs forming
the front wecdge. To the north of the hearth there
was no .ndication of flooring and it may be that
this arewa was used for storage space, The
projecting bedrock provided the floor surface
throughout most of the remainder of the room. The
only stratified sherd of identifiably medieval

pottery ( that is, pre-17th century ) 4rom the

3: pig




entire excavations was recovered from this

ear]liest hearth.

In the sectond phase, this hearth (F44) was
relaid with small slabs and nodules of igneous
rock (FA2) and given a stone fire-back (FT4) to
protect the partition wall. An extra fireplace
{ F5& ) was added against the east wall near its
south end. There was considerable animal
disturtance here but soma o+ the collapsed flags
showed aigne of burning and had obviously come
from this hearth, There were also patches of burnt
so0il ~overlying them. Burning also showed on the
wall face in this area at a level I00 mm higher
than the burnt flagstones suggesting the use of a
raised groate. The proiecting bedrock immediately
to the north was also burnt, though this may
reprenent the moving ¢ the firmplace in the

following phase of alterations.

This th!)rd and final phase saw a further
raiaing of the floor level using « predomsinance
of flat ignecus slabs. Few showed signs o+ wear
and it may be that, in this case, the true floor

leve)l was repressnted by an overlying spread of

3: D13
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yellow silt., Tha hearth (F42) was now abandoned
but the fire-back (F34) was apparently retainad
4% a feature projecting above the new floor
level. Perhaps it was used as a base, possibly
for shelving against the west wall. The hearth
against the wast wall appears to have besn moved
slightly further to the nmnorth, thougb the
evidenc s was ambiguous and it may be that there
was no fireplace in wuese in this room in this

final phase.

Slightly to the mast of the centre of the
room was a small, square patch of stonework
(Fx3), 80O mm across, projecting slightly above
the floor level. A spresd of mortar to its
north-east may have been associated with {t. The
stonework may have served as a base for a pillar
or post, perhaps forming a partition in the room,
though there was no further evidence to support
this. The patch of mortar was sealed by a thin
patchy spread of brown silt which may have been
an occupation layer. This might suggest that it

wag the north— sast cornar which had besn

partitioned off and that it had a mortared floor.

A coin of Charlea 1! and a pottery vesssl date

i
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this lateat ptase to the later 17th century. The
inclusion of a block o0f wWwindow mullion in the
post base ( F3I3Z )} suggests that these last
alterations were carried out contemporansously

with the major remodelling of thae north range

T e o ——y—y

where there wag considerable re-use of
fine-gquality drestsed stonework, most probably

taken out of Dryburgh Abbey.

Immedi ately outside the south range, against
the north wall, two stone-built platforms (F31
and F52) had been built upon the sloping bedrock.
These provided level surfaces acnove the sloping
courtyard and may bave been used fur =xternal

storage.

i THE EAST COURT

The smaller court to the sast of the
towarhousm, measuring 11 » by 8@ m, was similarly
defined by a stone barmkin wall which had clearly

undergone change during its period in use. The

|
.i

original wall, built of the local igneous rock sat

in a yellow clay-silt, wes batwaen 1.2 and {.8 »




wide and hugged the very edge of the craggy rock
around the north, mast and south sides. Little of
the south side survived but its position could be
determined from the lack of wear on the bedrock.
In general in the area of the court, the bedrock
was highly polished where it had been continuously
walked on but the arsas once occupied by walls
retained the dull surfsce of exposed but unworn
rock. In the north-west corner of .he area were
the foundatiors of a wall (F41) built parallel to
and abutting ‘he mast wall of the towerhouse. The
wall was aboui 1.10%9 m wicde and was clearly bonded
into the oariginal barmkin wall, suggesting that it
may bave been the base for a stair glving access

to the barmkin wall-top.

At a subsequent period, the stretch of barmkin
wall along the sast side was replaced by a second
wall (F354) to its wast and marginally rearer the
towarhouse., Only its east face survived so that
ite width could not be assessed. In stark
contrast to its predecessor, this wall contsined
a substantial quantity of red sandstone,
suggesting maybe a contemporaneity of

construction with the topmost storey of the
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towerhouse., At a still later date, this east

wall, along with the remsainder of the circuit
around the sast court, was rebuilt on slightly
di+fmrent lines, The northern stretch was reduced
to a width not mxcesding 1 mj; the eastern stretch
(F5X) waa rebullt, again slightly nearer the
towerhouse, with a width of about 1| m; of the
south stretch, the greatest change was the
congtruction of a cross-wall (F47) running north
to abut the south-east corner of the towerhouse,
thereby separating thies east court from the rest
of the barmkin area. A doorway just under 1 m
wide was centrally positionsd through this wall.
This stretch of wall was mortar-bonded suggesting
that it may well have been contempurary with the

phase—two north range.

Considerable animal disturbance had destroyed
any stratigraphy there may have been {n the esast
court, The courtyard comprised flat stones
positioned between projections of bedrock soc as
to form a reascnably leve) surface. There were a
$am short stretches of walling and faced
stonawnrk which might have been footings of

structures, though nore was really convincing.
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One stretch of wall (FA4) cut right across the

line of the last of the barmkin walls on the esast
side. In places. apparent faces showed in +tne
courtyard stonewcrk but this was generally
because of the positioning of the stones against
slight projections in the bedrock so that faces
appeared parallel! (¢ the pitch of the rock. The
aingle course of faced stonework (F4%5) may have
heen due to such positioning but it thad a more
positive face than usual and may just have been
the foundation of a courtyard structure. Theae
Qereral impression, however, was of a court that
had aliays =erved as open ground. The depth of
topso1l and yellow-brown humic silt, 200 mm, may
indicate gardening activity during the latest
phase, dated from the pottery and clay pipes to
the later 17th century. A roughly semi-circular
stone setting (FA0) placed against the sast wall
nf the towsrhouse sesms to have been assoclated
with this latest phase, pertaps a base for a

compost heap.




EXTERNAL NORTH TRENCH

A small trench was excavated immediately to
the north of the towerhouse, directly below the
chutes serving the latrines in the north-east
corner af the tower. In view of the dearth of
artefacts recovered from the barmkin area itsel¥,
it was hopefully expected that such a trench
might .eld more in the way of databie artefacts.
In the event, this small trench produced more
artefacts than the entire barmkin area but,
though these included objects of some antiquity -
namely the two pieces of flint, one arn arrowhead
- they were associated with clay pipes, coins and
pottery vessels o0f undeniably later-17th-century
date. Contrary to giving a broad picture of
artefacts in use throughout the occupatiaon of the

rocky summit, the material recovered from this

trench would appear to represent what was cleared

nut of the towsrhouse when the last resident, the
old dowager lady, died there at the beginning of

the 18th century.
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THE FINDS

COINS

David Caldwell

Seven coins were found {n the sxcavations,
all Scottish of the 146th and 17th centur ies. Most
show moderate signs of wear from clrculation
except no 2, which {s slmost {llegible, and no 4,
which is gquite rubbed., NO 7 has been pierced with
a small hole for suspension in such a way that
the obverse design of & Crown with the initials
C R and the value Il would be the right way up.

It is also bent almost in two.

1 Turrer (2d), copper, of Charles [I (1643,
Wt 1.21 grains,

( 80/&Z(ACM)1 Room Vi-phase 3 ).

2 Turner (2d), copper, of Charles 11 (1643).

Wt 1.60 grains.
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{ B0O/7(AACY1 msouth range—-destruction debris).
Hardhead (2d), billon, of James VI, 2nd issue
(13588) with lion rampant and two pellets on
the reverse. Wt O.42 grains.

( BO/25(AAT):t Room 111-robbing of cobbles ).
Plack (4d), billcm-, of Mary (15%7),
counterstamped on the cbverse with heart and
mullet stamp ( official mark used in 13572 to
distinguish genuine from false coins ).

Wt 0.77 grains.

( Bi/77(PAT): External north trench ).
Turner (24}, copper, of Charles I, 2nd issue
(1472-9). The obver=e has an English crown
and lozenge mint mark (mn)3 the reverse a
flower mm. Wt 2.60 grains.

{ 81/7104(AAA)T Esternal north trench ).
Turner (2d), copper, of Charles 1, 2nd {issue
(1632-%), As no 5. Wt 2.62 grains.

( B1/%90(ADA): External north trench ).
Turrer (2d), copper, of Charles I, 2nd issue
(1632-%). The details of the cbverse are
obscured by bending. The reverss has a
lozenge mm. Wt 2.42 graine.

( BO/29(AAA)1 north range-unstratified ).

3 B7




ARCHITECTURAL FRAQMENTS

1 Three pieces from a finely-dressed stone
feature ( only the largest 11lumtrated ).
Medium-grained buff Upper Old Red Sandstone. Each
bears an incised crose. The pieces may originally
have formed an impressive item of stone
furniture, quite possibly of an ecclesiastical
nature although the crosses are perhaps a little
too crudely-wrought to be "consscration crosses'.
A crederce table may be ons possibility. The
roughly-chiselled horizontal VY-shaped grooves are
clearly later and suggest that the item may have
been re-used as an aumbry,or wall- cupboard.

{ 79/9-111AAB ~ Room 1 ).

2 wWindow mullion frageent. Medium-grained brown
Upper 0Old Red Bandstone., Finaely moulded with
glazing check and hole for saddle bar.

( BO/281AAK -~ wast court ).
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7 Arch - stone fragment. HMedium-grained

purplish Upper 01d Red Sandstone,

(

4

andestone.

(

B1/751ACQ - Room VI V.

no

Door rybat,

Medium-grained pink Upper 0ld Red

With cyma moulding.

number; still Iin situ — entrance door to

Roaom I ).

=)

Keeled plinth- or string-course fragment

fine-grained purple Upper 0Old Red Sandstone. With

firely- carved

the Feesl.

(

B

"Tudor rose’ serving as a stop for

/261 AAT - Room III ).,

Not listedia number of other architectural

fragments found

in perind-2 ( ie Scott ) levels.
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POTTERY

George Haggarty

CATALOBUE OF ILLUSTRATED POTTERY

Medieval strap—handle fragments.
t ACO: east court carden soi1l3; AARA: west court-

unstratified ).

STONEWARE

Approximately one third of a bellarmine in

a light-grey fabric with red interior slip
and speckled, orange — peel pitted salt glaze
over patchy iron wash on exterior., It has
three imprcssed roundeln and a mask., There is
a small hole on top of the handle, probably
where a metal 1id was affixed, a feature that
doess not sess to occur on London-made

bellarmines (Pryor L Blockley 1978, ).




( AR north range destruction Jdebrisg

ACP: east court garden soilp ACY:r External
north trench ).

Large basal fragment from a stoneware vessel,
probably bellarmine, in an ocff-white fabric
with orange-peel, pitted over

runs of a brown iron wash on exterior and a
wire-cut base.

( AAVYY north barmkin wall-unstratified; ACY,

aC? and ADA; External north tranch ).

TIN-GLALED EARTHENWARE

Many sherds from what has been drawn up
tentatively as a two-handled posset pot. The
pale-cream fabric has a white glaze with a
light-blue tinge on both exterior and
interior. English.

( ACT, AC'Y, ACI and ADA1 External north
trench ).

Bmall sherds from the base Of & charger (n a
cream fabric with small black inclusions. The
glaze on the erterior is very pals grey and
it has light, mid and turquoise blue

decoration on the upper face, One sherd also
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has & amall patch of light-brown colouring.
Possibly Dutch.

( ACT and ACIt External north tranch ).
Sherdes from a plate in cream fabric with
thick off-white glaze on base and blue
decoration over white glaze on the upper
surface. Probtatbly Dutch,

( ACWI mamst court ).

Approximately thres quarters of a lid in a
fine white paste with small red inclusions.
It has been slab made and kni+e trimmed.
Probably French, Baintonge.

{ ACO, ACP and ACW: mast court ).

SCOTTISH POST-MEDIEVAL OXIDISED WARES

Unless otherwise stated, the glaze varies
from green to brown,

Large fragment from a substantial storage jar
internally gQlazed.

( ACP1 wast court ).

Rim fragment from a storage vessel with

internal and external glazxe.

( ACT and ACI1 External north trench ).

3 K14
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Rim fragment, almost certainly from a

skillet, There is a slight trace of a handle
scar. Olazed internally.

( ACY, ACI and ADA1 External north trench ).
Fragment of a pirlie-pig money box with
external glaze.

{ ACY and ACZ1 External north trench }.

Him fragment with attached strap harndle from
A small sgquat, rounded jug, glazed intermally
and axternally.

{ AAC: rmorth range-unstratified ).

Basasl angle sherd showing the typical knife
trimming of this material. Traces of internal
and external glaze.

{ AAK: north range-destruction debris ),
complate profile of a small, well-thrown pot

with traces of fuming on exterior. Internally

glared and glazed to within 20 mm of the base

on the exterior.
( AACt north range-unstratifisdy ABL:1 Room

Vi-phase 3 ).
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CLAY TOBACCO - PIFES

Dennis Gallagher

CATALOBUE OF TLLUSTRATED PIPES

These entries are in the following ordert
description) stem bore in /64 inch) suggested
maker and / or place of manufacture; date range

of plpe; site context,

1 Burnished bowl with mould-imparted W/D
with eviderce of mould recutting on 4, poor
impression of portcullis-type stamp,
burnished and partially milled; 7/64";
William Banks of Edinturghy ( 164C-460 ).
( AABT Room IV-phase 2 ).

Tall bowl fragment with damaged basw,

8]

mould-imparted ?I1/C, bottered and finely
milledy &/64") possibly James Col quhoun of
Olasgow) ( 1660-80 ),

( AAG: Room IV-phase 2 ).

3 Bowl, bottered| &/64"; probabiy an Edinburgh

3 r




producty ( 1&620-40 ),

t{ ADFr Room VIi-phase 2 ).

Bowl and part of stem, mould-imparted
W/B,poor impression of castle-typs stamp,
bottered and milled 3 7/64") William Banks
ot Edinburghp ( 1440-49 ),

¢ ADD1 Room VI-phase 2 ).

Fragment of burnished bowl, bottered and
milled, castle -type basal stampj 7/464";
probably Patrick Crawford of Edinburghy

€ 1670-90 ).

( ACO: east court ).

Bowl in off-white fabric, botteredy &/64"}
probably an Edinburgh producty ( 1&4&20-40 ).,
( ACTt External north trench ).

Biconical bowl with mould-imparted W/B,
bottered, milled and polished with poor
impression of castle basal stamp) &/64")
William Banks of Edinburghy ( 14640-40 ),

{ ACT: External north trench ).

Bowl with mould-imparted W/B, svidence of

recutting of W, poor impression of

portcullis-type basal stamp, bottered but
not milled; William Banks of Edinburghg

( LbAC-460 ),




( ACT: External north trench ).

¢ Bowl with mould-impartecd T or 1/P basal
stamp of portcullis type, bottered and
milledy B/64"; Thomas or John Banks)
( 1650-70 ).,
( ACT: Extaernal north trench ),

10 Slender biconical bowl, burnishend,

Rk a WL e

bottered amd milled, with FC/E basal

atampy 7/564"y ( 14670--90 ),

rTE——

( ACT: [xternal! north trench ),
i 11 Tall howl with mould-imparted Y/7, lightly
bottered; 7/48" ( 1490-1770 ).

{ ACTyr External north trench ).

Yr——————

b 12 Hamal fresgment with GC 1n heart-shaped
stampy B/44") probably Gateshead; (1640-460)
( Oswald 1983%,189-90 ),

( ACZ1 External north trench ).

13 Basal fragment ( not illustrated ) bearing a
heart-shaped stamp with |, above a fleur de

lis} no measurable stem bore; this may be

T ————————

identified with an 103 stamp from the
Newcastle area; ( 1635-40 ), ( Omwald
1983,191-2, Black Gate no 417 ),

3 { ACIt External north trench ).

14 Highly burnished bowl with aould-imparted

3: F
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17

W/B and basal astamp with smal?

castle, bottered and milled; &/44%; William

Banks of Edinburgh) ( 1440-60 ),

{ ADA: External north trench ).

Lower bowl fragment with flared base, basal

stamp of portcullis type) &/64'"; (1890-1730),
¢ ALA; External naorth trench ).

Bowl, bottered) &/44"; probably an Edinburgh
producty ( 1&620-40 ),

( AAN1 Dutside north barmkin-unstratified ),
Lower bowl fragment, burristed, with mould-

imparted W/Y and castle basal stampy 7/64"

? William Young of Edinburghg ( 1650-70 ).

( AAAT unstratified ).

3. 78
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FAUNAL REMAINS

Lin Barnetson

Despite considerable disturbance of the site by
rabbits, several deposits yielding mammal, bird
and fish bones could be firmly assigned to l1bth-
and 17th- century contexts, Although most of the
asnembl age w~was highly fragmented and much of it
weathered or badly eroded, 974 fragments were
identified to bone and species, excluding about
400 pieces of fiah borne of which less than hal+

could be arrigned to species. The number of

fragmants identified is given in Table 1 (p 000)

and the skeletal element fragments of cattle and
sheep in the phase-two deposite in Room V are

given in Table 2 (p Q00Q).
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The phase-one deposits in the north range
contained only 24 fragments of bone - all domestic
animals except for one rabbit radius. Dnly one
bone was cut - & sheep tibia which had been
chopped half-way down the diaphysis, obviogusly to

break the bone into two.

The phase-two debris comprised principally sheep
remains concentrated in Room [ and there was much
evidence of gnawing both by carnivores ( presum-
ably dogs ! and rodents - the latter, for sxample,
having gnawed through a sheep metatarsal along the
entire length of the diaphysis. Two sheep bornes
had been cut, both tibia fragments, of which one
had been chopped in much the same way as the
previous example in the phave-one deposit,.
Feriodaontal disease, NOt an uncommon ocCcurrence
among ancient livestock, particularly sheep, was
presant on one sheep mandibie at the fourth

pramolar / first molar position,

All the pig, horse and rabbit remains here ware
lcose teeth only but an almost intact cranium of

wease]l was recovered ( from ABN ). Both domestic
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hen and goose were identified among the few acraps=

of bird bones and a single coracoid of duck sesems
to be of teal — a wmall, fairly common dabbling
duck. Smailholm Tower was situated beside a
mill-pond which could have supported various

species of wild fowl.

The few remains in Rooms II1I1 and IV, probably
post-dating the nccupation of the site, again

comprised sheep, cattle and comestic fowl.

THE WEST COURT

The stratified courtyard deposits consisted
mainly of cattle and sheep remains besides a large
number of rabbit bones. Many of the shesp bones
bore carmnivore grnaw-marks, presumably caused by
dogs, who probably scavenged among the debris in
the yard, Remains of dogs, besides the indirect
avidence of gnawing, have been found at several
medieval msites in southern Scotland
(eg Cruggleton and Threave castles, in Galloway)
but no canid bones were recovered at Seailholm. It
is feasible that foxes could have scavenged near

the tower, drawn by the prospect of food debris
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and perhaps the occasional chicken, though it is
unlikely they would have left their pickings in

sIitu.

THE 8S0UTH RANGE

By far tha largest deposits of bone were in the
adjoining Rooms V and VI in the S range, both
idertified as service offices , and in view of the
debris both likel, to have beer areas of food
preperation, Sheep, bird and fish remains were
rre=ent in large numbers, particularly in the
phase-two lavels in Room V. As may be seen in
Table 2 (p 000), the shesp bores were
predominantl!y lower leg, back, rib and cranium
with relatively few limbs. Furthermore, only one
fore-limb bone was ide..1ti1ed compared with 19
hind-1limb fragments. Although the overall sample
is relatively small and sample-bias is likely, it

would appear that the meatier joints of the shaep

carcass arc not well represented in Room V. I the
majority of these joints were cooked, or roasted,
on t+ bone and taken to the table as auch, the

bones would perhaps have besh thrown onto the fire



or discarded ontu the floor for the dogs before
being swept out into the yard or taken to the
midden. Unfortunately, because of disturbance and
vary small sample size, it was not possible to
Make comparisons between room and vard debris. One
context ( ABR ) in the wewt court did yield thr-ee
fa. .-1imb bones out of a total of seven fragments
but most of the other depowits in Rooms V and V!
contained roughly similar guentities of fore- and

hind-limbe.

Butchering cuts were noticeable on reveral
sheep and cattle bones in the phase-two levels 'n
Room V. Thin knife cuts were visible on a numbe-
of sheep ribs, metapodia ( at the proximal e&nd - a
common severing point ) and innominates ( pelvis )
where the H-bone had been cut to loosen the hind
legs. Veartebrae had been split through the midline
indicative of carcass halving and several cattle
lumbar vertebrae had been cut into quite deeply.
The cattle ribs ware cu across close to the
sternal end, a result of either scraping meat from

the ribe or, more likely, resoving the sternum.

Five sheep mandibles ( from five differunt
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individuals ) and one maxilla showed signs of

dental anomalies. Tooth crowmding, not particularly
common among sheep from Scottish medieval and
post-medieval contexts, was noted on one mandible
and the remaining four all showed signs of
impaction and anomalous wear. The maxilla fregment
also displayed impaction. In the case of the |lower
jaws, the frnurth premolar had impacted against the
first molar and 1n the maxilla the second molar

had 1mpacted against the first molar.

The P&/M1 junction is the primary site of many
dental infections, much as periodontal disesase,
being the area of mandible under greatest stress.
Thinning of the alveolar bone due to calcium
deficisncy results in loosening and expulsion of
teeth with subsequent infection of the jaw when
food particles become trapped ( Noddle 1980,40% 3,
Howsver, the Smailholm sheep showed no visible
sign of periodontal disease and the impaction is
probably a developmental abnormality due either to
inbreading or possibly some nutritional disorder
during early growth. All five animals ware fully
mntﬁro with the +hird molar {n wear. In view of

the high incidence of this condition tn such a




small! sample it seems likely that all theuws
animals came from the same ( possibly inbred )

flock.

The only otter patholcogical condition noted was
a callus marking the site nf a healed fracture on

a sheep rib.

Few measurements were postible but several
intact sheep metapodia here, and a single radius
in the phase-~two north range deposits, gave
withers' heights between 534 and &16mm, very much

the lower end of the rarge of medieval sheep.

in phase-two Room V, the bird assemblage was
dominated by domestic fowl ( 90% ), some of whose
bones bore small cut-marks. In contrast to the
large domestic animals, fowl were well-represssnted
by all parts of the skeleton but there were no
phal anges or beaks and only three cranial

fragments.

Almost all the fish bones were found in these

sams levels and the deposit comprised mainly

neurccrania, spinae and costas ( that is, heads,




fins and ribs ), the majority of which could not
be identified to species. Fish were probably
imported whole and prepared in this kitchen area
where tha nwon-edible parts ( heads and tails )
ware discarded. There were relatively faw
vertetrae which may indicate that fish were not
completely filletted before cooking, None of the
ch®cCimans was larpe and most of the fish seem to
have been less than 1 b ( <0,43kg ? in welight.
The majority of bones were Qadecid ! cod family )
and although both haddock and cod were positively
identified, the former waw predominant. Ling and
whiting were tertatively identified from a few
small pleces of vertebrae and dentale fragments.
As Snatlholm is 27 miles ( 44 km ) from the sea,
these salt—water fish must have bean brought from
the wast coast, perhaps from a sea-flshing port

such as Eyemouth where recent excavations have

yielded lerge quantities of ling, cod and haddock

( Dinvon 1986, 68%-74 ), Unlike other rural deelling
close to water the occupants of Smailholm do not
seen to have fished the loch - perhaps 1t was
deficient in suitable fresh-water speciasw, or

tishe) only occasionally.




The phase-three remains from bcth Room V and VI
ware similar to those from phase two in that sheep
were rredominant and the birds were mostly
domestic hen and goose. However, it was phase
three which yielded virtually all the pig remains
from Smailholm - that is, ten fragments. The only
other evidence of pig ( two molars ) was found in
each phase in the north range. Again therwe was
considerable evidence of butchering marks on the
sheep and ~attle bones and two oOf the pig mandible
fragments h.od also been cut , perhaps when
de~fleshing the hedd €ither before of after

cookling.






