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SKELETAL ta-AIiiS, PITOUCHIE, CIST 1

Margaret F Bruce

The remains are virtually complete and are in an excellent state of
preservation, though the skull vault shows scwe daa^ge. even the Ir'oid
bone and an ossified part of the thyroid cartilago are preserved.

The sex of the individual was almost certainly cale froo the evidence of
the complete pelvis (the ischio-pubic raai are everted, the ischial spine*
are markedly inverted, there are deeply 'hooked' sciatic notches and the
acetabula are large). The general robuaticity of muscle marking and the

well developed i^stoid process^ and supra-orbital ridges confirm this
finding.

An age of at least 35-45 years at death ia indicated from the extent of
the dorsal lipping of the pubic syB^fryseal aurfaoar frora the bony
outgrowths into the obdurator rernhrane and the state of closure of the
cranial sutures; froo the degree of dental attrition and from the
ossification extending into the costal cartilages from both costal and
sternal ends.

The non-»atric feature* exhibited by the skeleton include asyufcitry of the
undibular foeoM, the right being considerably larger; the presence o£ an
Inc* bone in the occiput and Multiple aaall perforation in the left
lateral pterygoid plater « six »egBent sacrin, the result of fustoo of
the fleet coccygeal

It is possible that tlw da«age to the akull vault in the region of the
right ooronal suture w*» pro-ear t«« in which case It ••/ have been, or
oontributed to, the cause of death. There is evidence of a hsalsd nasal
fracture; th* upper lateral incisors were lost SOB* long ttas before
death} there is very considerable tooth wear, with evidence of caries and
of an ab»c«M at the root of the first Ljpper l*ft aolar. The vert steal
bodies show v«ry «jct«islv« lipping in ths lo>*»r «id-thoracic rsgion, in
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the only cervical vertebra present ortd in the f i f t h luzbor vertebral body,
Sooe degenerative change iu alwo apparent in the superior aspect of the
right and Idft acetabula.,

The r*aaain3 are those of a cuscularly well developed adult nale, about

174 ca, tall, aged at least 35-45 years at daath, with considerable
vertebral and dental pathology and possibly a skull injury which oay have

the cause of his death.
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SKULL

Hiximura length

Maxiuum breadth
* Basi-bregmatic height

Baai-naaion length
Basi-alveolarc length
Upper facial height

frontal breadth

Orbital height (R) 33
Orbital width (R) 43

LIMBS

Femoral maximum length
Femoral oblique lenght
Femoral Trochanteric length
Minimum A P diameter
Himimip transverse diameter
Femoral bicondylar broadth
Tibial raaxinur length
Tibial A P diaoeter
Tibial transverse diaoeter
Tibial bicondyLir breadth
Pibular length
Humeral ranvlnn length
Hymeral rMviran diameter

m

nm
170

146
128
104

95

69
97

( L )

(L I

Bimaxillary breadth
Bizygoreatic breidth
Nasal height
t4asal breadth
Palatal
palatal

33
41

(R) an
472
471
452

41
33
80

384
37

23
78

•375
•341

24
19

length
breadth

(L) am

35
22
76

378

341
23
18

ran

95
139

46
26
41
35

CRANIAL IMDGC

__ x 100 - 85.9 (inurlcedly brachycephalic)

170
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PlAWMERIC INDBC

33

_ x BO. 5 (platymeric)

41

23

37

x 62.2 (slightly platycnemic)

Using faooral arxl fibulae lengths, according to Trolcer & Glescr 1958:

1.31 (47.2 + 37.8) + 63.05 - 174.4 + 3.62 cm.

* Estiaated figures
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FW0OHS, PlTOUOilE, CI3T 2

t-torgaret F Bruce

The raoaia* are inooa^lete and in a poor state of preservation. The axial
skeleton is represents by the skull , the left side of the vault of **uch
is misaing; a well preserved mandible with complete dentition and
fragments of the sternuB, ribs and bodies of cervical and thoracic
vertebrae. The clavicles, fragments of both scapulae and homer i , of the
right rodi'js and several carpal and netacarpal bones represent the upper
lirtD, while the lower l inx> consists of a proximal third and the distal
thirds of both Lemora and possibly a part o£ the f ibular shaft,

Fro* the well developed supraorbital ridgea a^xi nastoid prcces* and the
generally robust appearartce of the few long txnes there ar*, i. is l ike ly
the 8ex was gale.

The age of the individual at death was prot>atiy around the mid-twenties
from the preserve* of so»e eiaioBl poll slung on the ful ly erupted third
molars; tlw baflisphenoid synchondroeis is cloaed, some clo«ure of the
sagittal suture is evident ectocranially and ̂ ile the epiphymes of the
]ong bones are cloaed there is s t i l l a trace of the epiphyseal line of the
head of the radius and tht sternal end of th* clavicle.

A very tentative estimate of the stature of approximately 169 OB con be
•acW from th« hunttral length.

Other f«atur«* of th« skeleton inclutW a depcttosad nasal root, porous bone
t«xtur* ov«r th» bcow ridg**, shallow pituitary fo»*a, shallow slop* of
clivua, pronounced bilateral prosdn*no»s on tht chin, pits on ths
endocranial aspect of the frontal boesee.
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There ia evidence of a healed skull fracture, some 5 on in extent, behind
the right parietal eminence. The asyoaetry of the lowest thoracic
vertebral bodies arri the preserve of lipping suggest a possible crush
fracture in this region. Both clavicles show lesions at the site of
attachment of the costo-clavicular ligaments, possibly the result of
habitual stress at the st*irno-clavicular articulation.

The remains are those of a young Bale adult, who had suffered from a skull
fracture and possibly a fricturw of the thoracic spirw sone ti»e before
his death.
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SKULL

length
* Maximum breadth
Basi-brê tatic length
Baai-aaaion length
Nasion-alveolard length
Nasal length
Nasal width
Orbital height (L)
Orbital width (L)

frontal width

run
185
156
130
105
69
51
27
32
41
104

Brinaxillary width 95
•Bizygonatic width 133
Palatal length 46
Palatal breadth 41
Baai-cpisthion length 37
Poraaen magmra width 32
Bicondylar oandibular width 126
Bigonial width 99
Sympiiysial height 32

LIMBS

Clavicle
* Btinerua

Fonur bicoodylar width

( R )
160

76

(L)

316
76

CRANIAL

156
x 100 » 84 (brachycranic)

165

STATURE ESTDiKHOW

U*iog laogth, acoording to Trotter 4 1958t

2.89 x 31,6 * 78.10 • 169.2 + 4.6 on.

* EstiflMtfld f iiurM
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TIE . PITDEIOOfi; CIST 1

Ion A G Shepherd

This pot Is represented by the lover thrtaa-quartero of a wall mado,

evenly fired beektr, 105mn In diomoter at the fracture, whose bul ly

diameter Is 120 u and whose taitl diameter Is c 79 mm. The wall varies

In thickness from 5 to 7 u. Tht r i m end vir tual ly oil the neck are

missing; the pot survives to a height of 123 ML

The beaker 1» covurtd with en even, crfe**- or buff-coloured Bl ip which

In the und»coreted zonea hes been burnlehed. Tha b««e !• f l a t , with e

vary a l lght ly ralaed eraa on Its interior. A enoll er x!ad patch on the

upper belly suggest* that the pot uy have been lying at en enjle, or on

Ita tide, In contact with pert of tb* ci«t fill.

The decoration w*« In three broad zonee around the neck, belly and foot.

The neclc dacoretion la of course entirely abeent. The belly xona l»

f r lng td with thallow triangles Uilch have teen deeply Itpreeeed with a

»hort comb. They repra&ent Cltrke's motif 17 (1970, 426). Between the»e
fringes are eight panels each of which is j l f ferant (although there ore
three palra which vary only In details such es fi l l ing or orlentetlon).
They represent the following motlfe. ID Clarke 'e 'Panels end Ketoptt '
group: 3511, 3711, Ml, a combination of 3511 and 35111, 371, a

comblnsUoQ of -Ml end 3711, e combination of 3511 and 371 and a

variant of 3M (Hid, 420). They have been executed In a combination of
locisloa «a4 comb.

The b**el lone conaists of three bends of vertical comb
betu**n horizontal Hoes, which represent motif 5 In Clerks' » Eetlc
European motif Group <J6icf, 424-5),

Tals be^er belongs In Clarke's Late northern (K3> group (1970). step
of the scheme of Lmntlnf and Vmo dmr Weals (1972) and may be compered
with eucn Ab*rd*en*hlre b**kers aa tho*e from Strlchen and Old Hacnar
<Cltrke 1970, figs
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The u&« on the Pitdrlchie b*ak«r of a band of conplex panels and mot i f s
i» of considerable interest in view of the links that can be adduced
from them with continental beelcer groups. Dnvid Clarke hald tha t ce r ta in
panels end metopes were an early in t roduc t ion to Br i t a in fro* Germany,
coilng with Wessex/Hiddle Rhino, Northern /Middle Rhine and
N o r t h « r n / W o r t h Rhln* b«akera U970, 177). (Sa*. for exaapl*. th« W-
N R / » t « p 4 baaktrs fro« Aldro 54, Yorkf ih l ra and Bridge of Allan,
Perthshire (lbldt fig* 264 4 287.) However, tht strictures of Lanting
end Van der W*«lt regarding the lack of a ' centra of g rav i ty ' in Europe
for the lest two groups (1972, 25) mutt b* borne in Bind. Of »ore
itportance is Clarke 'a observation that p»nalc and »etopeB are usually
found on the ncckfl of British beakere, echoing the German u*ege, uhareaa
the Dutch fathlcn uac to use these :*ctlfs •• a bridge between the belly
and the waist or between the belly and the foot (1970, 177>. (The
dif ferent u*ages are demonstrated In Van der Uaala and Oltobergen 1955,
36, f ig 15, ) Although th lc dlatlnction may to cone extent be overdrawn,
the Pitdrlchie beaicei , with Ite braid zone of panel* occupying the
central area of the :ot, la surely a f ine example of the kind of
'Intergroup contact' that Lanting and Van der Usals thought such motlfe
represented U972, 2?).

1 : A13



Tlfi BKitCEB. PITDRICHIE, CIST 2

leu A 0 Shepherd

Thie beaker ie represented by two large fragmente of the rln and belly

of • tal l , long-necked pot, estimated height 195nja, Th« r im diameter te
142 u external ly ond 129 EH in ternal ly , the external diameter if the
belly It estimated at 147 u and the thickness of the wall variet f r o m 7
u et the neck to 10 tm at the belly.

The fabr ic d i f f e r s f rom that of th« beaker f rom the f i rs t cist In being
e more reddy brown In colour and unslipped. In addition, substantial

inclusions of mica ahou through on both surfaces.

The neck !• proportionately long and slightly cup-shsp«d while the belly
is high tnd full. The rln ie well finished and ojars a alight internal

bevel.

All the decoration has tsen executed in th ick , square coab impressions
(barring the tingle line of double diagonal Impressions on the
carlnatlon) tnd Is arranged in two ion*s of horixontal tands on the neck
and • »ingle zone oa the belly. The care with which the decoration ha« /
mot i f s have been appiiud varies, the upper zoos on the neck being
considerably more regular than the on* below. The motifs in the upper
zone on the ruck are Clark*'s Basic European motif nuater 2, his Lite
Hortharn motif number 22 and number 2 again, ublls the lower ruck betre
two versions: of met If nuabftr 7. Tbe belly xon* consist* of narrow bands
of (In 04*c*G4ing order) motifs 2, 7, 5, 7 and 2.

Th« long neck, round*d b*lly and combination of Essie Kurop*aa and Late
northern motifs place this baaJtsr as a loof-n*ck«d variant of darks's
tats HOT there group <*3<L>> , which would Ulong In etsp 6 of the scn«M
of Uiitlng and VM (Ur Wsals (1972). Tt msy U compared with the KJ/stsp
6 tMfcers fro* OullsAAt Cut LothUn (CUrk* 1970. flf 706), P Ark tail,
ib*rds*oshlre (ikit f i g W5) and Cockatoo, Air lit, Angus (CouUs 1971,
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4S). Th« internal rlo beval Is found mor« commonly on Late Northtrn
b*ak«r« than on any othar typ* (Clarke 1970, 176). Th« elmllarltias with
cartain 'v*6»*l« in Clark*'« Southern tradition should alto not«d,
principally Garton Slack, Yorkshire 75 (ibid, fig 763) Harrouden,
Bidfordshirt (ibid, figs 781, 782 * 735) and Doddlngton, Cambridgeshire
ibid, fig 7b6>, although the «trong resarvatlona of Lantlng »nd Van d«r
Uaale tbout th« integrity of thi« tradition must b« rac«ll«d (1972, 26).
In »ny ev«nt this b«»k«r stands ntar the and of th« btaker phenonenon In
Grampian (C»«t 1977, 62).
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I*n A G Shephard

A secondary flake of grey f l int , tub-triangular In form and with • patch
cf cortlcation on Its dorsal surface, Some attempt hat been made to
ramova the cor t lca t ion through riple f laking im«dltttly below th»
platform, The right and I t f t edges have been retouchtd very precisely
with neat, ntrrc-w flakes utilch produce a de t i cu l a t ed edge.

lt« maximum dlo*nalons are; 65
60

9

m long,
M Wide,

mfi thick.

It la unusually large In * Scottish beaker context, although the

triangular f l i n t k n i f e found in the rich N4/« t tp 5 beaker clot at
Newlanda, Oyne, Aberdeenthire (Low 1936, 350; Clarke 1970, f ig 721;

Shepherd 19fl6( illu» 13) provldae a good parallel. It may al«o be
compared with one of the f l lnte fro* the H2/»tep 4 ' archer1 t burial'

from Cruden, Aberd»«n»Mre (Clark* 1970, fig« 551-2).
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