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SXELETAL EEMAINS, PITIRICHIE, CIST 1

Margaret F Bruce

Trer remaing are virtually cagplete and are in an excellant state of
proservation, though the akull vault shows some damage . even the hroid
bane and an cesified part of the thyroid cartilage are preserved.

Tha sex of tha individual was almost certainly male from the evidence of
tha ccmplete pelvis (the ischio-pubic rawmi are everted, the ischial spines
are markedly lnverted, there are deeply 'hooked’ sciatic motches and the
acetabula are large). The ganeral robusticity of miscle marking and the
wall developad mastold processes and supra-orbital ridges canfirm this
finding.

An age of at least 35-45 years at death is indicated from the extent of
the dorsal lipping of the pubic symphyseal surface; froa the bomy
outgrowthie into the dbdurator membrane and the state of clogure of the
cranial sutures:; from the degree of dental attrition and from the
cesificatian extending into the costal cartilages frowm both costal and
stermal ands.

The nan-matric features exhibited by the skeleton include asyxmmetry of the
madibular {oegas, the right being considerably larger; the presaence of an
Inca bone in the gociput and multiple saall perforations in the leftc
lateral pterygoid plate; a 3ix segment sacrum, the result of fusion of

the first cooccygeal segmmnt,

1t is possible that the damage to the skull vault in the region of the
right coranal suture was pre-sortem in which case it may have been, or
amtributed to, the cause of death., Thare is evidence of a healad nasal
fracture: the upper lateral incisors were lost scms long time before

death; there is very considsrable tooth wear, with evidence of caries and
of an abscess at the root of the first uppsr left molar. 1he vertebral
balies show very extensive lipping in the lower mid-thoracic regimm, in




the only cervical vertebra present and in the fifth lumbar vertebral body.
Some dogenerative change 1e also apparent in the supericr aspect of the
rignt and left acetabula.

The ramains are thoea of a muscularly well developed adult male, about
174 o= tall, aged at least 35-45 years at death, with considerable
vertebral and dantal pathology and poesibly a skull injury which may have
been the cause of his death.




[m mm
Maximun length 170 Bimaxillary breadth 95
Maximum brexdth 146 Bizygamatic breaath 139

* Basi-bregnatic heigiht 128 Nasal height 46
Basi-nasion length . 104 Nasal breadth 26
Basi-alveolare length 95 Palatal length 41
Upper facial height 69 palatal breadth 35
Minumaim frontal hreadth 97 '

Orbital height (R) 33 (Ly 33
Qrbital width (R) 43 (L) 4l
LIMB5
(R} mm (L) mm

Famoral maximam length 472
Famoral ablique lenght 471
Femoral Trochanteric length 452
Minimin A P diametaer 41
Mimimam transverse diameter 33
Famoral bicondylar breadth 80
Tibial maximxr length 384
Tibial A P diameter 37 35
Tibial transverse diameter 23 22
Tibial bicondylar breadth 78 76
Fibular length *375 378
Hhmeral maxiz length *341 341
Hymaral maximam diamster 24 23
Humeral mimimum diangter 19 18
CRANIAL INDEX
146

X 100 = 85,9 (markedly brachycephalic)




PLATTHMERIC INDEX

X BC.S (platymeric)

41

PLATYCNEMIC IHDEX

23
X 62.2 (slightly platycnemic)

37

STAIURE ESTIMATIN

Using femral and fibular lengths, according to Trolcer & Gleser 1958:

1.31 (47.2 + 37.8) + 63.05 = 174.4 + 3.62 cm.

* cotimated figuras




SXELETAL, REMAINS, PITDRICHIE, CIST 2

Marqgaret F Bruce

Toe rasaind are Incomplete and 1n a poor state of preservation., The axial
skealetan is representec by the skull, the left side of the vault of which
1s misging:; a well preserved mandible with camplete dentitic: amd
fragmenta of the sternum, ribs and baxdies of cervical and thoracic
verteorae., The clavicles, fragments of both scapulae and humeri, »f the
right radius and several carpal and metacarpal bhones represent the upper
limd, while the lower limo consists of a proximal third and the distal
thirds of both Lemora and possibly a part of the fibular shaft,

From the well developed supracrbital ridges and mastoid proces: and the
generally rcoust appearance of the few long banes there are, 17 is likely

the gex was male.

The age of the individual at death was probacbly around the mid-twenties
trom the pragerce of scome enamel polishing an the fully erupted third
molars; the basiaphenoid synchandrosis is closed, scee closure of the
saglttal suture 18 evident ectocranially and while the epiphyses of the
long boxes are closad there 1s sti1ll a trace of the epiphyseal line of the
hoad of the radius and thde sternal end of the clavicle.

A very tentative estimate of the stature of approximataly 169 cm can be
made from the humeral length.

Other featurss of the skeleton include a depressad nasal root, porous bone
texture over the brow ridges, shallow pituitary fossa, shallow slope of
clivus, pranounced bilateral prominences on the chin, pits an the
endocranial aspect of the frontal bosses.



Thare is evidence of a haalad skull fracture, some S5 ca in extent, behind
the right parietal eaminence. The asymmetry of the lowest thoracic
vertebral bodies and the presance of lipping suggeat a poesible crush
fracture in this region. Both clavicles show lesions at the site of
attachment of the costo-clavicular ligaments, poesibly the result of
habitual stress at tha starno-clavicular articulation.

The remains are those of a young male adult, who had suffered fram a skull

fracture amd possibly a fractuwre of the thoracic spine some time before
his death.



rm
Maximm length 185 Brimaxillary width

* Maximen breadth 156 *Bizygomatic width
Basi-bregmatic length 130 Falatal length
Basi-nasion length 165 Palatal breadth.
Nasion-alveolare length 69 Basi—opisthion length
Nasal length 51 Foramen magnum width
Hasal width 27 Bicondylar mandibular width
Orbital height (L) 32 Bigonial width
Qrbital width (L) 41 Sympiiysial helght
Minimam frontal width 104
LIMES

(R) (L)

Clavicle 160 164

* pumerus 316
Famr bicondylar width 76 76

CRANIAL INDEX

156
x 100 = B4 (brachycranic)

185

STATURE ESTIMATION
Using humaral length, according to Trotter & Gleser 1558:

2,89 x 31.6 + 78.10 = 169.2 + 4.6 cn,

* Estimated figures

i: All

95
133
46
41
37
32
126
99
32




THE BEAXKER, PITDRICHIK, CIST 1
ian A G Shepherd

Thia pot 1s reprasented by the lower thrae-quarters of a well made,
evenly flred beaker, 105ap in diomiter at the fracture, whose belly
disamster is 120 pa and whose basal diamater 1s ¢ 79 ma The wall varies
in thickness from 5 to 7 sm The rim and virtually all the neck are
nissing, the pot survives to o height of 123 wma

The besker is covered with an even, cream or buff-coloured elip which

in the undicorated zones has been burnished. The base is flat, with a
vary alightly raised araa on 1ta interior. A amall er »xlad patch on tha
upper belly suggeats that the pot may have been lying at an angle, or on
its side, in contact with part of the cist fill.

The dacoration was in three broad zones arcund the neck, belly snd foot.
The neck cecoration is of course antirely abeent. The belly zone 1is
fringed with shallow trisngles which have been deeply impressed with e
short coab. They reprecent Clarke's motif 17 (1970, 426). Between thase
fringes are eight ponels each of which is Jifferent (elthough there are
three paira uwhich vary only in details such as filling or orientation).
They reprasent the following motife in Clerke's 'Panels and Metopas’
group: 3511, 3714, 381, s coabination of 3511 and 38111, 374, a
cosbinstion of 3511 and 3711, & combination of 3511 and 371 and s
varisnt of 381 (4L{d, 428). They have been executed in a combination of
incision end comb.

Tha bass] zone consiste of three bands of verticsl coamb impressions
catwean horizontal lines, which represant motif 5 in Clarke's Basic
Europsan Moiif Group (1b1d, 424-5),

Tais besker bsloags in Clarke's Late Morthern (N3) group (1970), step S5
of the schama of Lanting and Van der Waals (1972) and may be compared
with such Absrdesnshire beakers as those froa Strichan and Old Machar
(Clarke 1970, figs 605 & 522),

1 AlL2



The uee on the Pitdrichie beaker of a band of complex panels and motifs
is of considerabla interest in view of the links that can be adduced
from them with continental beaker groups. David Clarke held that certain
panels and matopes ware an early introduction to Britein from Germany,
coming with Wescex/Middle Rhing, Northern /Middla Rhine and
Northern/Horth Rhine beakers (1970, 177). (See, for exanple, the K-
NR/stap 4 baakers from Aldro 54, Yorkshire and GEridge of Allan,
Perthshire (ibid, figs 284 & 287.) However, the strictures of Lanting
snd Van der wWaals regarding the lack of a ‘centre of gravity' in Eurcpe
fer the last two groups (1972, 28) must be borne in mind. Of more
importance is Clarke's chaervation that panels and metopes are usually

found on the necka of Britizh beakers, echolng the German usage, whereas

the Dutch fashion was to use these wotifs as a bridge betwsen the belly
and the waist or betwsen the belly and the foot (1970, 1775, (The
different usages are demcnstrated in Van dar Woals and Glasbeargen 1955,

36, f1g 15.) Although thic distinction may to soma extent be overdrawn,
the Pitdrichie beske;, with ite broad zone of panels cccupying the
central ares of the pot, (s surely s fine example of the kind of
‘intergroup contact' “hat Lanting and Van dar Waals thought such motlis
represented (ig972, 27).




Tilk BEAWER, PITDRICHIE, CIST 2
Ian A G Shapherd

Thie beakar is repraeseanted by two large fragments of the rim and belly
of & tall, long-necked pot, estimated height 155mm. The rim diametgr ig
142 am externally and 129 mm internally, the external diamater »f the
belly is estimated at 147 mm and the thicknsss of the wall varies from 7

Em at the neck to i0 om at the belly.

The fabric differa from that of the beaker from the first clet in being
a more reddy hrown in colour and unslipped. In addition, substantial
inclusions of mica ahow through on both aurfaces.

The neck ims proportionately long and slightly cup-shaped while the belly
is high end full. The rim i8 weil finished and boars a slight internal
bavel.

All the decoration has beaen executed in thick, square comb impressions
{barring the single line of dcuble diagonal impressions on the
carination) and is arranged in two zones of horizontal bands on the neck
and & single zone on the belly. The care with which the decoration has /
sotifs have been sppliad varies, the upper zone on the nack being
considarably sore reguler than the one below. The motifs in the upper
zone on the nack are Clarke's Basic Eurcopean sotif number 2, his Late
Northern motif number 22 and number 2 again. while the lower neck bears
two varsions of sctif number 7. The belly zone consiste of narrow bands
of (in descending order) motife 2, 7, 5, 7 and 2.

The long neck, rounded belly and coabination of Basic Buropesn and Late
Mortharn motifs place this baaker as a loag-necked varient of Clarke's
Late Northern group (WI(L)), which would talong in etep 6 of the scheme
of Leating and Van der Weals (1972), Tt may be compared with the K3/step
"6 wsakars from Gullens, East Lothien (Clerke 1970, fig 706), Parkhill,
Aberdesnshire (ibid, fig ¢83) and Cooksion, Alrlle, Angus (Coutte 1971,

I 1 Bi




48). The internal ric bavel is found more commonly on Late Northern
beakers than on any cther type (Clarke 1970, 176). The similarities with
cartain vessels in Clarke's Southern tradition should also noted,
principally Garton Slack, Yorkehire 7% (1bid, flg 763) Harrowden,
Bedfordshire (1bid {igs 781, 782 & 785) and Doddington, Cambridgeshire
ibid, fig 7663, although the strong rezervaticns of Lanting and Van der
wWasle about the integrity of this tradition must be recailed (1972, zb).
In eny event this beaker stands near the end of the beaker phencmencn in

Grampian (Case 13977, B82).




FLINT

lan A G Shepherd

A gecondary flake of grey rlint, sub-triangular in form and with a patch

of corticattion on 1its doraal surface. Soma attempt has been made to

ramove the cortication through riple flaking immedietely below the

platform. The right and left edges have been retouched very precisely
with neat, narrcw flekes which produce a deticulated edge.

Its maximum dipensions ara: 65 mm long,
60 om wide,
9 wmm thick,

It 1 unucually large in a Scettish beaker context, although the
triangular flint knife found in the rich N4/step S5 beaker cist at
Nawlends, Oyne, Aberdeanshire (Low 1936, 330; Clarke 1970, fig 721;
Shephard 1986, 1llus 13) provides a good parallel. It may also ba
compared with one of the flinte from the N2/step 4 'archer's burial’
from Cruden, Absrdesnshire (Clarke 1970, figs 551-2),






