Proc Soc Antig Scot, 114 (19894)

FICHE 2: CONTENTS

N m SHARPLES Excavations at Plerowall Quarry,
Westray, Orknay (cont)

I A G SHEPHCRD A beaker burial at Mains of

A N SHEPHERD & Balnagowan, Ardersier,
M F BRUCE Inverness District

2:A2

A3-C5

L7=-14



et TR

e

Proc Soc Antig Scot, 114 (1584), Fichea 2: G7-14

A BEAKER BURIAL AT MADMS OF BALNAGOAAN, ARDFRSIER, INVERNESS DISTRICT

Ian A G Shepherd, Alexandra N Shepherd and Margaret P Bruce

CONTENTS
The Skeletal Remains M P BRICE 21G8-10
The Beaker 1 A G GHFEPHERD 2:G11-14

267



LR e KTt

R LY
H

THE SKELETAL REMAINS FROW MAINS OF BALNAGOWAN

Margaret F Bruce

The resains are those of a single human and consist of an incamplete
skull and mandible, lower limb bones and fragnents of vertebras
(including the sacrum), ribs and upper limb bones.

Skull

The right facial and right and left frontal reogions are missing. Muscle
markings are modarately developed as are the maatoid procosses, The
sutures are open ectocranially but partially closed intermally., The
skull is markedly brachycephalic.

The mandible is represented by the region of the symphysis and the body
to the level of the second left molar, It is robust with with a wall
marked chin; the mental foramen is midway betweeon the alveolar margin and

the lower border.
Teath

The maxillary dentition is complete except for the left central incisar
while on the madible all the incisors, canines and first premolars are
present plus the left Py-M; and a separatad right first molar. All the
inciscrs canines, premclars and molars show expossed dantine as, to a
lessar extent, do the second molars with che third solars showing scme
flattening of the cusps but no exposed dentine., There is no evidence of
pre-sortea tooth loss, of dental caries or of periocdontal dissass,

Vertebrae

The body of the fifth lumber, a lumbar spine and part of a cervical body
are present, These show no evidence of osteoarthritic change, The first
sacral segment is almoat ocomplets and shows typically mals proportions in
the extent of ita lumbo-sacral artioular surface, Part of the second
segmant and part of the sacral hiatus are also presant,
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Linba

Only a portion of the midshaft of the humerus and of the right clavicle
ranain of the upper limb,

The lower limb is represented by fragaants of both hip bonos, including
both sacro-ilisc articulations and the left acetabulum which is large,
Unfortunately the sciatic potch is incomplets but it appears to ba
indatemminate in form. In addition the left femur can ba reconstructed
from four main pieces so that an eatimation of stature is possible. The
diameter of the femoral head suggosts male sex. The angle of the neck is
rather large, about 135-140°; there is a well defined third trochanter;
the proximal shaft is platymeric; the linoa aspera is well developed and
there is very marked torsion of the distal third of the shaft where the
popliteal surface faces distinctly posterclaterally, The parts of the
right femir (head, qreater and lesser trochanters) are not sufficient to
permit reconstruction. The ramainder of the limb is reprosented by
fragnents of tibise, fibula, right calcansums and soae fragments of tarsus
and phalanges.

Sex
The dagres of mscle marking, the well developed chin, the breadth of the

lusbo-sacral articulation and the sise of the acetabulum and femoral head
indicata/that the remains are thosa of a wmale,

Age

The fully eruptsd dentition with its considerable molar wear, together
with the endocranial suture closure indicate a mature adult individual,

Stature

gased on femoral langth using the formulas of Trottar and Glessr (1958)
stature is likely to have bean in the region of 162om (5' 4%),




Disease/injury

There is no evidence of either present,

MATNS OF BAINAGOWAN: SKELETAL MEASURFMENTS

Note: Because of the eroeion of bone surfaces or owing to
recanstructian, these are estimated figures, excapt for those marked*,

Skull

Maximm length 168mm Basibregratic height 134mm
Maximum breadth 143mm
. .+ cranial index =85
*Orbital height 35mm
*Orbital width 4m
. . Orbital index =81
Famur

Max imum length 416mm
Dimreter of head 45m
*Ant-post diam shaft 14mm

*Tranaversa diam shaft 3Zm
« .+ Platymerio index =73

#acrm

& Breadth of lumbo-saoral articulation  52mm
b Breadth of base of sacrum  120mm le a > 1/3 b

ftature

1,33 m 41,6 + 65.0) » 163,04 + ).94 om (Trotter & Oleser 193%0)
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THE BEAKER

Ian A G Shapherd

Description

A ccmplete, wall made and fairly highly finished beaker, 205 mm tall,
172m dismeter at tho rim, 178 ma in dimrster at the belly and 94 mm

in dissster at the base. Mhan found, two sherds were lying detached from
the rim: they have since bsen restored, Its fabric is well fired; a very
few crushed granitic grits are visible on the brosn cuter surface, but
many can be sesn an the intsrior surface. The appeararce of having bemn
slipped, which cooes fram the almost cremsy broun outer surface, is
illusory: some parts of the surface bear slight mottling, from red to
light brosn, while a section of aie crack shows the clay to have a very
even firing progression throughout its thickness., The core is black.
In form it is tall and elegant, with a high belly, a concave rather than
an everted nock, and a pronounced foot. The intarior of the base is
slightly raised, in a ssall doms, but the exterior of the base is flat,

The pot is decoratsd in three soues of unequal size. On the exterior
vertical surface of the rim is a band of diagonal impressions. On the
concave nack are 10 broad and desp horiscatal grooves, each ¢ m wide.
They are not arranged spirally, but are remarkably regular and straight,
although occasional joins can be ses) within a circuit and their depth
varies slightly. The grooves were mads with a U-ended (?wooden) toal,
although the lowermost looks as it if were almost ground out of the dry
clay as a late addition, This impression is reinforced by the way this
groove truncatas one or twmo of the incised chevrons in the band which
lies ar "he base of the neck immsdiately below the grooves. The singls
band of incised chevrons at the base of the neck varies scmewhat in width.
Immediately below the chevrons are two oontinuous lines of toothoomb
impreasions, On one part of the circuit in this band are three horisontal
(but discontinuous) fingernail impressions, This sone of decoration, which
oocupies more than the upper third of the pot, is separated from the
decotative sons an the belly by a blank sone, cldwm wide, At the widest
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ciromference of the belly is a sone of incised chavrons, separatad by one
borisntal line and bounded by single horisontal lines, all of continuous
toocthoomd impressions. This sone is rather irregular, both in overall
width and in the spacing of the chavrone. Below this belly sone is a
blank area, clasm wide. The third decorative sone is located c ¢0mm up
fram the base and consists of one horisontal line of deep toothoomb
impressions and a fringe of incised disgonal lines of a similar length to
the diagonals foouing part of the chevrans. Prom this lower belly aone to
the foot the pot is undecorated. Thers i{s no decoration an the inside of
the rim or on the base., The toothoamb used in the decoration appears to
have been very long, with tapered ends : one section of the line beneath
the lower belly tone wes apparantly 35sm long. Individual testh sesm to
have beean rectangular in plan, fram 2 to 3 mm long and from lsm to fem
wide,

The overall impression of the pot, despits irregqularities in some of the
toothoomb details and the unegual sane widthe, is ane of sise and
oonf idence.,

Affinities and discuasion

In formal terms, the Maina of Balnagowen beaker would be placed in
Clarke's Worthem/Morth Rhine group (1970}, or in step 4 of the schems of
Lanting and Van der Weals (1972). 7The pot is comparable in terms of the
sonation of decoration and the use of the grooved motif with such pots as
those from Ruthven, Aberdesnshire (Clarke 1970, fig 277) or Lesmurdie,
Banffshire (ib{d, fig 270), These are qualifisd similaritiss: whils both
pots have fest, the former has a slacker profile and the lattar has
borisontal cond impressions at the neck and grooving on the bally.
Furthar afield, the /AR beaker from Garton Slack 81, Yorkshire (ibid,
fig 288) is a good parallel, whils the Slap, Twriff beaker, although
undacorated should also be coneidered in view of its shape ({bid, fig
273), Nowever, the beaker from Chealsmy, Sutherland (Gourlay, this
volume) provides by far the closest parallel.

The MR grouwp was the least satisfactory of Clarks's clasaifioations, a
point emphasised by Lanting and Van der Weals (1972,31), Two groups of

. evidenos damcnetrate this cheecvation; 1) the oocurrence of grooved necks
intapmittently thooughout the waricus Beitish beeker styles and




2) parallels late in the beaker seguence in tha lowsr Rhine besin,

1) Desapite being charactarised by Clarks as a Late Wortharm British motif

(Motif Group 3), grooving had a wide currency, being found an such

_ early (W) pots as Little Rallright, Omon (Clarke 1970, fig 164) or

an e of the Bropean bessksrs from Erantham Hall, Suffolk (ibid, fig
107) while also appearing an such mature beskers as the ¥1/D Dunbar,
Emst Lothisn pot (ibid, fig 450). In Yorkshire grooved lines are
frequently found encircling the necks of bsskers which do not posses
sharp neck bends: these are chartactaristic of step 4 in the scheme of
Lanting and Van der Weals (1972, 39). Grooving is also foumd fairly
widely oo Esst snglian and Barbed Wire beakers (eg ibid, figs 418, 420,
424, 386, 302, etc) ard relatively commonly an Develaped Northern
beakers (eg ibid, fige 506-515). The end of its use can be seen an the
almost cup-shaped neck of the W3 Crawford beaker (ihid, fig 674) and an
the ¥4 bowl from Urquhart, Moray (ibld, fig 723).

2) MNone of the pots referred to above, barring Chealamy, has besn an
exact parallel in terms of sonation, motifs and shape. Mowewver,
reforence to the Lowear fhine assssblaje produces similarities as
striking as any in Britain. PFor exssple, the gently footed, tall pot
from Rrmeloo, Gelderland {(Clarke 1970, fig 268) has groowing in the
whole conoave back sone, imssdiataly above a sone of apen diagonals
and a blank lower belly., Inatead of a fringe of diagonals at the neck
there is a line of finger-pinches, but overall the pot is very similar

: to Maine of Malnagowen. Bpally, the Uddslemmser, Gelderland beaker

: has thres sones; grooving on the concave nack, grooving on the belly

' and finger-pinching just abowe the prancunced foot (ibid, fig 125).
Thest pots belong to the WM bsakar group of the Lower Rhine bsair
(Lanting 1973, 248, fig 16) which represents a lats stage in
amtinental beaker development (Van der Waals 1984, 7),

However, although scme of the criteria used by Clarke to dafine the WAR

grop osn be critised, osrtain other fesatures, such as prancunced feet,

intarnal basal bosses and a oomb length of between 35 and 4ham, all seen
an the Balnagowan pot, have a osctain geographionl cocherence, partioularly
in north Rritain, (see Clarks 1979, 119-20), Indeed, one of the

geographioally closast beakers to Balnagowsn is the ocurious AR pot from

WM(thm).m.dwitbuthbmm
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profile, doss dsmcnstrate the separation of neck fram body by msans of the
decoration, in this instancs by broad toothoomb lines. Nots also the
blank loser belly and the slight foot (ibid, fig 312). MWane of the other
beskars from the Camxdor area had grooving similar to Balnagowan (Walker
1966,100), although ane (M4AS IG 99) doss have a hopriscntal neck pattarn
which bears a superficial similarity to light groowing.

In tarms of absaluts chranalogy, the date of 1555 +/- #5bc from Balnagowan
might seem at first sight to be rathar late as it only just accords

with the suggestsd chranclogy for step 4 (Lenting & van Ger Weals 1972,
35), although the hetarogeneity of beaksr cist dates is well known., In
this connection the thres sasociatad beakers from Dunnottar, Kincardine
parhags go scEms way towards an explanation, The example classed as a WMR
could be related to the Balnagowan pot through its grooving and foot,
although it is ssaller and has a slacker profile (Clarke 1970, fig 322).
However, its two sssociatsd beakers are typologically later, being styled
N3(L) or atap 6 in the acheme of Lanting and Van der Weals (1972,3), but
mintaining some esphasis an the ssparation of the nack decoration (Clarks
1970, figa 323-4). PFurthermore, in view of the range of Cl4 dates for
continental B beakers from 1720 +4/- 3Sbc (G 6367) to 1500 +/- 45bc (GM
6753) (Van der Weals 1984,7), thare would sesm to be little need to invoke
in this instance Clarke's suggestion of a long survival of N/AR beakers in
the nocth (1970, 128).

However, the important conclusion to stress is that the pot from Mains of
Balnagowen and its close parallel frum Chealamy, Sutharland cooupy a
primary position in the bsaker seQuance in northarn Sootland, representing
- they do the first agpearance of toothcomb decoration in these
latitudes (Lanting & Van der Waals 1972,40). As such, they belong in
Lanting and Van der Waals' Step 4 and in Case's proposed diddle Phase of
basker dawelopment in Britaln (1984, 42, fig 3). thether they balong to a
sufficiently cocharent group to be described as a 'Noray Pirth colony’
{pios Clarks 1970, 122-3, 126) mst remain for the mcment an open
question, although the strong connections with the Lower Rhine baain
osctainly Gemonatiats a more than paseing intaresat betwesn the two aress,
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