MID ARGYLL:
A FIELD SURVEY OF THE HISTORIC AND
PREHISTORIC MONUMENTS

by MARION CAMPBELL, r.s.ascot., and MARY L. S. SANDEMAN

INTRODUCTION

Tuis investigation began in 1954 with an attempt to compile a list of known sites
in our home area for our own information and for the use of the then newly
formed Natural History and Antiquarian Society of Mid Argyll. We have restricted
our work to the Local Government District, which is bounded on the south by
Kintyre (and excludes most of the village of Tarbert Lochfyne with its castle), and
on the north by a line drawn from the seacoast south of Loch Melfort, along the
watershed to the southern end of Loch Awe, and thence from Braevallich, Loch
Awe, along watersheds round the heads of Glens Aray and Shira, and to the shore
of Loch Fyne just west of Dunderave Castle.

Our method has been to compile a catalogue from all available sources: the
Ordnance Survey 6” map; the List of Scheduled and Guardianship Monuments;
the List of Ancient Monuments compiled by local informants for Argyll County
Council and printed by them in 1915; published accounts; placenames, air photo-
graphs and local information. For each recorded site wé prepared a looseleaf sheet
and index card, and visited the sites as other commitments allowed. There are still
some sites to be visited, and some entries in the catalogue are still not as full as we
should wish, due to visits having been made, of necessity, in unfavourable conditions.

We have recorded the National Grid position of each site located, checked any
published data, re-measuring where this seemed desirable, noting changes since the
published record, and recording any relevant information available. All measure-
ments were made with a 6-ft. steel tape and a 33-ft. surveyor’s tape, as it proved
1mp0551ble for two operators to handle a longer tape on exposed sites in bad weather.
A prismatic compass was used for bearings, which-have not been corrected as no
deviation card is available; it should be noted that apprec1able local deviation may
be encountered in this area.

Where we have been unable to check published measurements (e.g. where a site
is under afforestation) these are marked with an asterisk in the catalogue.

Our investigations will be continued. The present catalogue has been closed at
goth September 1963 except for points of detail. Future finds will be reported in
Discovery and Excavation as they are made.

The catalogue is arranged in accordance with dateable sites elsewhere, without
excavation except where stated; we offer it merely as a field guide and not as a final
classification. Distribution maps (figs. 2-6) may present a misleading picture; some
areas which appear to be blank are either afforested and difficult to investigate, or
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at the limits of our range and so have not been closely searched. A graph of heights
(fig. 1) offers some guidance to the likely distribution in these areas, and indicates
that sites are unlikely to occur over the 1000-ft. contour in this area.

The Appendix lists stray finds and excavated objects, and is cross-indexed with
the catalogue.

We must acknowledge most gratefully the help and encouragement received
from many experts and from the following bodies:

Argyll County Council (especially for access to unpublished material collected
for the 1915 List); the Conservator, officers and employees of the Forestry Com-
mission; Glasgow University Extra-Mural Department and their Tutor for Argyll,
Mr E. R. Cregeen, M.A., F.5.A.SCOT. ; the Inspector of Ancient Monuments of Scotland;
the Ordnance Survey and their Archaeology Officer, for maps, access to Original
Namebooks and much other help; the Royal Commission on Ancient and Historic
Monuments of Scotland; the Curators and staff of the National Museum of Anti-"
quities of Scotland, the Glasgow Museums and Art Gallery, and Fort William
Museum; and our fellow-members of the Mid Argyll Society. Our individual infor-
mants are too many to name, but without much local guidance we could never have
carried through our investigations.

The Society is indebted to the Council for British Archaeology
JSor a grant towards the expense of publishing this paper.
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Shell Mounds

Caves and rock-shelters

Chambered and unopened long cairns

Round cairns and bank-and-ditch graves

Short cists without apparent cairns

Recorded cairns and cists not traced (including placenarmes)
Standing Stones

Cupmarks and cup-and-ring marks

Markings similar to above but doubtfully artificial
Other carvings

Prehistoric working sites

Forts (including Duns and defended settlements)
Sites checked for Forts

Crannogs

Long cists and small cairns

Early Christian (pre-twelfth century) sites and stones
Medieval Christian sites

Wells

Castles

Court hills and meeting-places

Sites with historic traditions

Some post-Reformation buildings of interest
Hut-circles and house ruins (classification and examples)
Mines

Millstone and quernstone quarries

Rock-cut basins

Distribution Maps

Appendix: Table of Finds
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BIBLIOGRAPHY AND ABBREVIATIONS

List of the Monuments of Argyll: Argyll County Council, 1915

Unpublished material collected for the above

Adomnan’s life of St. Columba: ed. A. O. and M. O. Anderson, Nelson, 1961

Ancient Monumenis, Vol. VI: Scotland. HMSOQO, 1959

List of Scheduled and Guardianship Monuments in Argyll: Ministry of Works,
1950

Archaeologia Scotica; 6 vols., 1782-1900: Soc, Ant. Scot.

Memorials of Argyleshire: A. Brown, Greenock, 1889

Waifs and Strays of Celtic Tradition, 1: Argyleshire Series (ed. Lord Archd.
Campbell), London 1891

A description of the antiquities and scenery of the parish of North Knapdale,
Argylishire: Archd. Currie, Glasgow, 1830

Scottish Verse from the Book of the Dean of Lismore; ed. W. J. Watson:
Oliver and Boyd for Scottish Gaelic Texts Somety, 1937

Sculptured Stones of Iona and the West Highlands; J. Drummond (ed. post-
humously): Soc. Ant. Scot., 1881

The Early Christian Monuments of Scotland: J. Romilly Allen, Fsa, HON.FsA.
scot.; Neill and Co. for Soc. Ant. Scot., 1903

Drove Roads of Scotland: A. R. B. Haldane, Nelson, 1952

Survival in beligf among the Celts: G. Henderson, Glasgow, 1911

Highland Papers, Vol. 11: Scottish History Soc., 1916

Ardrishaig and its Vicinity: Colin Leitch, M.A., Govan, 1904

MacFarlane’s Geographical Collections, Vol. I1: Scottish History Society, 1907

Castellated and Domestic Architecture of Scotland: D. MacGibbon and T. Ross
(5 vols.), Edinburgh 1887-92

Inveraray, Its Scenery and Associations: Peter MacIntyre, Glasgow, 1909

Fourth Miscellany of the Scottish History Society, 1926

History of the Highlands and Gaelic Scotland: Dugald Mitchell, Paisley, 1900

Original Namebooks (MSS), Ordnance Survey archives (by parishes)

Origines Parochiales Scotiae: Bannatyne Club, 1854

Ordnance Survey 6-inch map sheets

Records of Argyll: Lord Archibald Campbell, Edinburgh, 1885

Registerium Monasterii de Passelet: ed. C. Innes, Maitland Club, 1832

The Scottish Castle: S. H. Cruden, Nelson, 1960

Scotland in Early Christian Times: Dr J. Anderson, Edinburgh,'1881

First Statistical Account of Scotland (1793). (Parishes of—Craignish,
VI, 436: Glassary, XIII, 653: Inveraray, V, 287: Kilcalmonell and
Kllberry, X, 53: Kilmartin, VIII, 90 N. Knapdale, VI, 255: S.
Knapdale, XIX 308)

Second Statistical Account of Scotland (1846), Vol. VII.

Sculptured Stones of Scotland: Dr John Stuart, (Old) Spalding Club, 1856,
1867 (2 vols.)

Records of the Synod of Argyll, 1639-61, 2 vols.:

1943 and 1944

Scottish History Society,
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Tarbert in Picture and Story: D. Mitchell, Falkirk, 1908
Archaeological Sketches, Vol. 1I, Knapdale: T. P. White, Captain, R.E.,
Blackwood, 1875

Periodicals

Antiquity (quarterly)

Discovery and Excavation, Scotland {annual)
Proceedings of the Prehistoric Society

Proceedings of the Royal Inst. of British Architects
Proceedings of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland
Trans. of the Dumfries and Galloway Arch. Soc.
Trans. of the Glasgow Antiquarian Soc. (new series)

Other abbreviations and symbols used in text

Forestry Commission

Fort William Muséum, Inverness-shire

National Museum of Antiquities of Scotland, Edinburgh
scheduled monument

guardianship monument

measurements taken from published account
measurements taken from 6” OS map
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Number ~ Name of Site Grid Reference Published References Description

388. Tur a’Bhodaich NM844060
(Tower of the Old Man)
{‘Barnlaunich—Pictish
Fort’: ACC)

389. Turnalt (near) NM848082
(Tower of the Stream ?)

Barnafuar NE of Tor-
bhlaren (386)
Caisteal Duin NRgo4978
Cnoc a’Mhor-Fhir NR 752592
Coire Dhunan NR823991
Dunan Cruinn NR866708
Dun an dubh-challa NM842055
Dunan Garbh NR863731

ONB 6" OS (From hearsay in PSAS.) ONB records a
PSAS.xxxvir205  ‘hut 5 ft. high’ built for use of herdsmen.
ACC This refers to the altered gateway. Site

asmall crag on NE of steep glen; on other
sides the ground slopes down from the
crag to a high plateau with huts and old
cultivations (around 6oo fi. contour).
Fort almost circular, 56 ft. x 51 ft. over-
all, walls carried up rockface and stand-
ing to 6 ft. from outside level, almost
flattened at top. Clear batter to outer
face. Wall 6 ft. 6 in. wide; solid dyke-
construction without core. Signs of re-
pair in places. At about N the gate stands
complete and roofed with lintels and
some corbelling, g ft. 9 in. wide x 7 ft.
41n. long to checkstone (blocked beyond)
x 4 ft. 3 in. vertical height after which
oversailing is introduced to carry lintels
at 5 ft. 10 in. At the outer end a lighter
wall forms the herdsman’s shelter, but
also shows oversailing for lintels. Inside
the fort at NW is a beehive hut about
5 ft. dia. at base, completely corbelled
and about 4 ft. 6 in. high; there are traces
of two more and possibly a larger oval or
round structure. Very fine outloock to
Mull, Scarba, L. Craignish and overland
to N and E.

— At the point where Glen Domhain opens to
the flood-plain above Turnalt Farm, close
SE of a sharp bend in the river, is a rocky
site with traces of walling among hed-
rock, a rectangular ruin inside wall and
two or more below to S.

SITES CHECKED FOR FORTS
(See some ‘Dun’ names under Cairns above)

2nd St. Ace., 682{3 Checked; no structure.

Name, 6” 0§ 1097 ft. spot height. No structure.

Fort, 6” OS No structure found.

Name, 6” 0§ No structure {checked both sides of gully).
Do. No structure found.

ONB No structure found.

name, 6” 0§

Name, 67 0§ Possible, nothing found.

Remarks

A nearby hill on E, called ‘An
Samladh’, the Likeness, re-
sembles this fort from a distance
and has projecting rocks looking
very like walling. This hill is
seen from the main road near
Salachary, and is a good guide
towards the fort if one turns W
about } mile S of ‘the Likeness’.

A Craignish trad. that the ‘Picts’

came down ‘from Barnlaunich’
(or, ‘Drimandaraich’, not on 6”
0S) to defeat ‘the Danes at
Sluggan’ (see trads. cited under
92); a track from the plateau
runs down to Barnlaunich near
Sluggan.

The wall encloses a boulder in
which is cut a basin; see 636.

‘Gully of the Little Fort.’

‘Fort of the accursed ones,” ONB

trad. of fairies carrying off child-
ren in raids from here.

09
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Fie. 2. Distribution of Long Cairns and Standing Stones
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Fic. 3. Distribution of Cup-and-Ring Marks

107



108

PROCEEDINGS OF THE SOCIETY, 1961

-62

LAND OVER 800 FEET-STIPPLED .

ROUND CAIRN

CIST WITHOUT
VISIBLE CAIRN

GROUP OF CISTS
SHOWING NUMBERS

'DISTRICT BOUNDARY

T,

Ol

SCALE OF MILES

0
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