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KOTICE OF OLD SCOTTISH COIXS, FOUXD SEAR PRESTOSPASS 1R 
BIARCII 18GII. BY TRF. Ilsr. 3013s STl<UTElEKS, F S h .  SCUT., YGES. 
Tosipdss. 

I n  the course of plough.hing operations in n field on Girreley Ihx ,  tu 
the south-west of Colonel Gadiner's ancient residence of Bankton, near 
Prestonpnns, a pretty extensire deposit of old Scottish coins ~ m s  recently 
brought t o  light. The plough had beeu driren deeper and nearer to n n  old 
fence than usual, and thereby had brought to the surfiice of the furrow n 
fern of the coins, which, from their corroded condition, rrere not observed 
bj- the plouglininn, and by some girls who stunibleil against tliem w r e  
taken fdr 'irou or brass. Oue of the pieces, hon.erer, seeming briglitor 
tind lxn ic r  tlian the otlicrs, \\-as thought to be possi1)lX of sonic v:ihit, ; 

1 lJiIit,wj- Antiquities, p. Gi. Plnk x i i .  



1G8 PEOCEEDISGS OF THE SOCIETY, 3IhT 10, 1569 

and after haiing narron-ly escaped being cut in two hj- a blacksmith‘s 
chisel, i t  pas entrilsted to a carter for private disposal in Edinburgh, 
i d m e ,  fortunatelJ; it ultimately reached the Societfs Xuscuni, and u-ns 
found to be an interesting esaniple of Queen hIary’s gold mintage, u i th  
the dote 1535. 

3Ieanrrhile, the minister of Prestonpans having heard of rrhat the girls 
had accidentally stnmbled on, ridted the localit?, and, procuring help, 
got the g o l d  carefull$ turned 01-er for several feet, in different direc- 
tions. He succeeded in picking up above a hnndred additional c o i m  
These m r e  chiefly in more or less detached clusters of from three to tell 
pieces, as if the ploughshare had been driren though the centre of the 
deposit, and had pushed portions before it rritlrout turning them filllr up 
to vie]\-. Sone of these pieces were of gold, B few were of silrer, niucli 
alloyed, and the most of tlieni of billon. Three-fourths of the ivliole m r e  
of Quccn Jlnrfs reign, of rnrious J-ears preiions to l5GO ; a i d  the others, 
of the r e i p  of Jnmes III., Jnmes I\-., and James V. respectively. Among 
those that xrere picked up bj- the girls, along v-itli the gold coin abow 
referred to, one or h v o  specimens of French billon ha7.e been noticed. 

So fir as an opinion can norv he formed, the deposit had origindly 
heeii;ua~le siuiply in the earth, or in soiue bag or friahle ressel, of nliieli 
no traces remain. From the 
neighbourhood having repeatedly, during the latter half of the slsteenth 
centurJ-, and especially in connection v i th  the advance of Rothvell and 
hlary’s adherents from Seton to Carberrjyhill, been the skirniishing 
ground of hostile troops, a variety of eonjecturcs might be offered as to 
the probable occasion of the deposit. It might be mentioned, that tlic 
site of the ancient house of Upper Oliwstob, ivhich KRS for some time 
oxmed and occupied by a son of Lord Seton, is understood to  have been 
in t l x  near vicinity, althongli all traces of it hare long since d i q q m r e d  ; 
and likerrize that the packhorse path from the old harbour of Preston- 
pans, irliich has its charter of constrnetion in 1525, and from the ancient 
clinpinan’s cross at Preston to Lauderdale zin Ormiston and Soutra bill, 
passe: within a few ymJs of the spot; as did Sir John Cope, too, in 
his retreat or flight to Emnick, at a subsequent period. Cut obrionslj-, 
from siich eiri.mnstances, nothing but the most vague conjectures can Le 
formexl. 

A-ot eren a stone seemed to mark the spot. 
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The coins vere carefnlly examined by 3Ir W. F. hliller, who has 

The following is a list of the Scottish coins, so far as can be ascer- 
The majority of them are in poor colidition : those of James 111. 

kincUJ- sent the annexed note :- 

tiiinccl. 
much ivorn ; niost of the others very much corroilcd :- 

CL;olcl. IIary, Ryal, ordinary type, 6he Queen’s bust to the right, 

Silrer. I h y ,  half testoon, 1556 (Lindsay’a “View of the Coinage 
1555, . 1 

of Scotland,” KO. 4S3), . . 1  
,, Francis and Xary, “Xox SCSI,” 1559, . . . 1  

pellets in the angles of the saltire), . . 14 

xo. 24), . . 1  

vithout numeral, . 7  
,, James V., plncks (Lindsa>-, S o .  51), . . 11 

Cross, on rerersc plain, the rest Butecl), . . 53 
,, l ln ly ,  Edinburgh half plack (a frngnent), . . 1  

,, plncks, “SERT.10 E l  USU; 1557, . . . 5  

2 - 
Cillon. Jnmes III., placks, ordinar>- type (one has, on the rel-erse, 

.: Janies III., plack (fine billon as in Lindsa>-’s Snppl., 

,, James IT., placks, nrdinaq- type, vitli numeral, . . F  

,, IIary, Edinburgh plncks (ahont 20 hare the St Anclrev 

,, Francis and hIary, “Jan SOS SUST,” 1559 (fine billon), . 10 
-109 
- 

Total nnnibcr of coins, . . 112 

A hardliead of James TI., together with t h e e  other srnall c o p p  coin?, 
illegible, liare been recently (September l&G9) found in pulling down a n  
01~1 honse in Prestonpans. 

These four coins w r e  forwarded bj- the Rev. hIr Strnthera, along viitli 
the Scottish coins described abore. 


