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XOTICE OF A GROUP OF CISTS AT TEISDSIDE, TEVIOTDALE. 
BY TBE Hon. LORD ROSEHILL, F.S.A. SCOT. 

The gonp of cists under notice, on the Farm of Teindside in Tesiotdale, 
isas discovered, as so commonly takes place, wldst  ploughing over a spot 
where some signs of a  ON mound still remain. 

Soon after l rro of the eists were opened and ezmiined by hlr G o ~ i i -  
lock, the occupier of the farm, and Dr Brgdon of Ha\sicl;, \rho reported 
to Sir James S i p s o n  what had been discorered. Sir James xras of 
opinion that those found mere possibly part of a circle of cists j and some 
clap afterrards I visited H a ~ i c k ,  and in compan.ny with Dr Crydon, drore 
to Tindde ,  where AIr Govenlocl; had made all necessary anmgemeids 
for thoroughly esamining the spot. 

Before this anotlier small cist had been'discoverecl by a labourer, and 
almost destroged in his attempts to find the jar full of gold n-liicli lie 
supposed it would contain ; and his disappointment must have beeii g e n t  
n-Lm a flint flake alone rewarded hi; trouble. 

Our party was enlivened not only by the presence of the poet, Rev. 
Scott Riddell, but by seven1 neighbouring farmers and their Kives, snd I 
cannot help taking this opportunity of sajing horn much the cause to 
which we, as antiquaries, are devoted, would be aided and promoted if it  
\\we only usnal to !ind elseishere anything like the zed, intelligence, and 
liberality shorn  hy the Duke's tenants in that neighbourhood, to  say 
notliiiiy of their hosljftolity aiid the cordiality of their assist:mcc. 

1 These bar0 n h d )  beea comiue~,ccll  
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The result of the diggings I have attempted to show by the plan and 
section exhibited, as slso by the articles exhibited on the table, and a few 
words will suffice to  give an idea of the position and general character of 
the buriak. 

se who, in bygone ages, 
laid their friends to  rest there, for it commands probably one of the finest 
views to be met with in the district. 

I t  is on the north side of Teviotdale, and at a considerable height above 
the river, which can be seen winding for miles in each direction. 

Looking west, the view extends for nine miles up ‘.the river to Teviot- 
stone, and the blue summit of the Wisp appears beyond the Bowan Hill 
heights; whilst eastwards the prospect is still more extensive, and is only 
bounded by the IvIiito Crags, some eleven miles distant. 

On the opposite side of the v a k y  an undulating range of hi& of cou- 
siderable height stretch an.ay to the south, on the snmmits of most of 
which appear traces of camps or forts. To the north only is the view 
shut out by a higher ridge of rising ground. 

The mound itself was on the highest and most projecting point of a 
narrow tongue of land immediately above Teindside farm-house, and, 
thersfore, on the brink of a steep slope. So much did the luw mound 
conform to the natural shape of the ground, that it had never been con- 
sidered artificial by Mr Govenlock. 

I t  was 5 feet 
h g ,  3 feet broad near the head, and 21 inches deep. I t  lay east and 
west, or as nearly so as possible, with the foot or narrowest end towards 
the west. Its two sides were each formed by one large irregular slab of 
whinstoue stauding on edge. The head was formed by two smaller stones 
somewhat overlapping each other, whilst the foot consisted of four or five 
stones lying 5 t .  The lid wils a large flat stone of triangular shape, 
measuriug 54 feet long, by 3 feet 10 inches wide, and 10 inches 
thick. 

This eist contained uothing but earth and stones above, and bones at 
the bottoni; with the exception of a whitish substance resembling 
slaked lime, which, at the ~~ ____ east end, was mixed with the clay about half- 
way down the eist. The bones were human, and seemed not to have 
liwn sul~tjeeted to lira. I)r Brydon givea the following account of them, 

a:, 

The site chosen does credit to the taste of t % 

The cist marked Nu. 1 on the plan was the first opened. 

__. 
aved with rounded water-worn stones, and about a foot 

cist. Close to the u n ~  was a rounded piece of 
e, which appears to he “radiated iron pyrites,” 
discovered in several interments. The Lid was 
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and considers them to have belonged to a male skeleton ::I‘ The limbs 
were lying horizontally, and with the feet towards the west ; the thigh 
bone of the right side was entire, but the other scarcely so well preserved. 
The ‘tibiae’ were incomplete, but the right one was entire at the knee- 
joint, where the knee-lid (patella) was uninjured. 

“ Near the head of the left thigh-bone were some bones of the hand and 
arm of the same side. Between the ‘tibiae ’ was found one of the bones 
of the foot (astragalw), and the bones of the pelvis were not far from the 
extreme end of the cist, showing that the corpse must have been placed 
in a sitting or contracted position. The skeleton of the head and trunk 
was no doubt represented by the slaked-lime looking substance met with 
at a higher level.” The floor was formed of the natural subsoil of the 
place, and no flints or other objects were met with. 

“The second cist was only about 10 inches from the west end of that 
described. Its direction was also east and west, but its west end was as 
much to the north of west as that of the other was south. It was a regular 
parallelogram, 2 feet long, 1 foot 3 inches wide, and 1 foot 9 inches 
deep. Its two sides were formed by small flat stones neatly built, and 
its ends by a single stone each, standing edgewise, and fitting into 
the side walls very accurately. I t  was Uled with dark-coloured earth 
mixed with charcoal, and closely intermingled in every part with fmg- 
ments of bones, which had been exposed to the action of fire. These 
bones were not human, but to what sort of animals they had belonged it 
was impossible to determine. About 10 inches from the top we came 
upon the upper edge of a piece of pottery. The earth was carefully re- 
moved from around it ;  and when exposed, one-half of it, that which lay 
undermost, was found to be entirely lost. I t  lay obliquely with its 
mouth towards the north, and contained nothing but earth of the same 
appearance as that in which i t  lay imbedded, but entirely destitute of 
bones.” 

The. floor At the other end of the cist a flint h k e  was discovered. 
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Two feet four inehes north of No. 2 was another cist, No. 3. This one 
was pentagonal in shape, and had a flat stone for each wall, standing on 
edge. Immediately under 
the lid lay a thin layer of rounded p v e l  ;‘$he rest of the cavity was 
filled with dark-coloured, finely powdered e& With the exception of 
a small  chip QF flint, nothing was discovered in \ .  t 

No. 4 was a very neatly made cist, 18 inches long, 1% inches wide at 
bottom, and 6 inches more each way at the top. It was fifteen inches 
deep, and flagged at the bottom ; but as in the former cist, no bones could 
be found, and only some charcoal, f i t  chips, and a Aint stone, from 
which, possibly, flakes had been chipped off. 

Finding no signs of the circle of cists being continued towards the 
north-east, we turned our attention to the centre, where the probing-rod 
descended easily to some depth. after removing a great m y  stones, a 
stratum of unctuous earth and clay, mixed throughout with fine charcoal, 
was reached and the pit began to  assnme the form of a common grave of 
large size, its shape being easily followed by the junction of the clay with 
the unmoved subsoil, which formed its sides and ends. From its shape, 
and the absence of side slabs, and from the fact that i t  must have been 
excavated for more than four feet out of the rocky subsoil, I have marked 
it as the “grave” on the plan, to distinguish it from the cisk 

Proceeding downwards, we came to a thick layer of stones and gravel, 
still much mixed with charcoal Most of these stones, especially near the 
bottom, were blackened by fire. Some human teeth and bones, several 
fragments of an urn, and in one corner the bones of some small animal of 
the size of a rabbit, were found in this part. Between the stones and the 
flat slabs which formed the bottom of tbe grave, we found a layer of com- 
pressed charcoal, in which were two flint knives, a rough arrow-head, a 
considerable number of flakes and chips of flints of different colours, and 
the remains of what seems to have been a large-sized body. One nearly 
entire leg, showing scarcely any traces of fire, lay across the grave, 
apparently indicating that the body had been placed there in a sitting or 
contracted posture. 

With the exception of a few teeth and charred fragments, no other 
bones could lje di t inpkhed,  and all these were deeply embedded in the 
layer of almost solid charcoal. Is it therefore wrong to imagine that the 

It was 21  inches aczojs at  the widest part. 
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fire which consumed the corpse must have been lit at  the bottom of the 
grave; that before it was entirely extinguished the stones had been thrown 
in ; and that, in some way, the one leg had to a great extent escaped the 
action of the fire, and alone remained unconsumed? Pieces of an urn 
were found among the lower stones, so that it is possible the ashes may 
have been collected in it, and scattered when the urn was broken by 
the stones thrown in; or again, more than one body may have been con- 
sumed at the same time. 

I have omitted to state that this “ p v e ”  was about 7 feet long by 
3 feet wide. The bottom was 3 feet 3 inches below the natural level of 
the subsoil, about 5 feet 9 inches below the top of the mound, and 2 feet 
6 inches below the bottom of the cista Nos. 1 and 4. 

NOTE ON THE MAESHOW BUNES. 


