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NOTICE OF AN UNDERGROUND

AT CRIOHTON MAINS. By the
SCOT.

CIAMBER RECENTLY DISCOVERED
RIGHT HON. LORD ROSEHILL, F.S.A.

tiatEarly in February last I heard
discovered at the farm of Crichton
lander of Prestonhall.

A few days afterwards I visited th
already heen commenced, under the
of the estate, and with the warm int srest of Mr
farm; and that one of the entrances
been cleared out.

From time to time afterwards I vi:

1 O'Connor, vol. i. cxxvi. ; vol. ii. p.

a subterranean passage had been
Mains, on the property of Mrs Cal-

spot, and found that excavations had
direction of Mr Maddison, the factor

Pringle, the tenant of the
and part of the passage beyond, had

ited the place, taking notes, measure-

4. * Ulster Journal, v. p. 233.
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ments, and a few rough sketches; and from these, at the suggestion of
Sir James Simpson and Mr Stuart, I have drawn up a short " Notice" of
this Eirde-House.

The field in which the " Picts' House" is situated is now under culti-
vation, though report places a clump of trees on the spot at no very remote
date. It lies on a rising ground, overlooking the valley of the Tyne, and
a considerable stretch of country around. In the immediate neighbour-
hood to the south-east is a British fort, known as the " Eoman Camp;"
and a similar remain, with a like name, is in sight on the rising ground
towards Dalkeith.

The existence of the chamber was made known by a horse's leg having
slipped into the cavity whilst ploughing; and it was then found that the
covering stones of the subterranean passage were only some few inches
JDelow the surface of the ground.

The north entrance A, and the chamber or termination of the gallery
C, were the first parts explored; the centre, and the branch passage B,
having been discovered some time after. (See the annexed woodcut,
Plate IV.)

In general shape the weera is that of an elongated pear, somewhat
curved in the middle, thus resembling many others of the same descrip-
tion. It averages 6 feet in height; and from the middle of door A to
the extremity of the gallery at C, it isj 51J feet long. Its greatest width
is within two feet of the end, where it measures about 9 feet; and the
narrowest part is just inside the entrance A, or 5 feet 10 inches. The
floor is throughout formed by the natural rock, and has a slight fall
towards the interior. The walls are in the Cyclopean style of masonry,
showing no signs of lime or mortar having been used, and consisting for
the most part of large undressed stones placed above each other, the back
and spaces being filled in with earth and stones. Contrary to the usual
form, the walls in most places converg^ towards each other from the floor,
upwards, to half their height; after which they rise perpendicularly till,
at the average height of six feet, they are crossed by the slabs or flagstones
of the roof. ii

These covering-stones are entirely rude and undressed, and most of them
are of the common whinstone of the district; and they average 7 feet in
length by 3 or 4 feet internal width, aiid are of very varied thickness.








