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Director’s note

Readers might notice some small but significant changes introduced to this volume of the Proceedings. 
After discussion with the Editorial Advisory Board, it was agreed to return to the previous practice of 
adding the postnominals FSAScot to promote and celebrate those Fellows who contribute their research 
to the journal. Members of the Society are privileged to use the letters FSAScot (no spaces or other 
punctuation) after their name. Should readers be interested in becoming a Fellow, please see more infor-
mation on our website www.socantscot.org/join-us.

The Editorial Advisory Board met and agreed new Terms of Reference for their voluntary work on 
the journal to provide the Managing Editor and Council with advice on the strategy and policies of the 
Proceedings, SAIR and book publications produced by the Society, as well as assessing submissions and 
suggesting peer reviewers. Also as part of the new Terms, for the first time, the R B K Stevenson award 
winner in this volume was voted for by the Editorial Advisory Board, something we hope will improve 
the transparency of our procedures for such awards.

In addition, Professor Derek Hamilton FSAScot (Scottish Universities Environmental Research Centre), 
Dr Lindsey Büster FSAScot (University of York) and Dr Catriona Pickard FSAScot (University of 
Edinburgh) joined the Board at the beginning of 2022.The Managing Editor would welcome sugges-
tions for other members who would help ensure the Society publications are expertly advised by a 
diverse group of Fellows.

We hope Fellows who receive the hardcopy Proceedings noticed the subtle changes introduced to mark 
the publication of the 150th volume of the journal last year. The embossed cover marked 169 years 
of publication (part one of volume one was published in 1852) and we expect it to usher in another 
169 years, with the journal continuing to adapt and change as required to keep pace with both publishing 
developments and the wider context within which the Society as a charity operates.

One such change from volume 150 that was not so noticeable is the production of Proceedings articles 
in XML (eXtensible Markup Language) format online in addition to PDF (Portable Document Format). 
This enhances the articles’ useability, making them more easily findable using search engines and more 
accessible to read online and export to other presentation formats. By publishing digital resources in 
XML, the Society delivers on its commitment to the FAIR principles for scientific data management and 
stewardship (Findability, Accessibility, Interoperability, and Reuse of digital assets).

Another change that has been forced upon us by the prevailing economic climate is having to charge 
Fellows who receive the hardcopy an additional sum to help cover the increased costs of postage and 
packing. The decision was not taken lightly by Council, who are also looking at all the options available 
to them to enable continued production of hardcopy volumes alongside our increasingly used digital 
format.

We hope you enjoy this volume of the Proceedings which sees the welcome return of articles in chron-
ological order. If you have any questions regarding publishing with the Society please do not hesitate to 
contact the Managing Editor, Adela Rauchova, at editor@socantscot.org or write to the office.

Simon Gilmour, MA(Hons) PhD FSAScot MCIfA

http://www.socantscot.org/join-us
mailto:editor%40socantscot.org?subject=




PSAS | vii

List of abbreviations commonly used in 
the Proceedings

 ADS Archaeology Data Service

 AIA Association for Industrial Archaeology

 ALGAO Association of Local Government Archaeological Officers

 BAR British Archaeological Reports

 CBA Council for British Archaeology

 CIfA Chartered Institute for Archaeologists

 CSA Council for Scottish Archaeology (now Archaeology Scotland)

 DES Discovery and Excavation in Scotland

 DSR Data Structure Report

 HERs Historic Environment Records

 HES Historic Environment Scotland

 HMSO Her Majesty’s Stationery Office

 NMS National Museums Scotland

 OS Ordnance Survey

 OSA Old Statistical Account 1791–99

 RCAHMS Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical Monuments of Scotland

 SAIR Scottish Archaeological Internet Reports

 ScARF Scottish Archaeological Research Framework

 SMR Sites and monuments record





PSAS | ix

Editorial Advisory Board for the Proceedings vol 151

ProfeSSor DaviD Breeze, OBE BA PhD HonDLitt FRSE FSA HonFSAScot HonMCIfA
linDSey BüSter, BSc(Hons) MA PhD FSAScot PCIfA
DaviD H CalDwell, MA PhD FSA FSAScot
ProfeSSor mike CHurCH, BSc(Hons) PhD FSAScot
ProfeSSor JoHn ColliS, BA MA PhD FSA FSAScot MCIfA
ProfeSSor viCki CumminGS, PhD FSA FSAScot MCIfA
ProfeSSor Jane DowneS, BA(Hons) PhD FSAScot MCIfA
ProfeSSor StePHen DriSColl, BA MSc PhD FRSE FSA FSAScot
ProfeSSor emerituS william GillieS, MA DLitt FRSE FRHistS FSAScot
anna GrounDwater, PhD FRHistS FSAScot
StratforD HalliDay, BSc FSAScot
ProfeSSor Derek Hamilton, BA MA PhD FSA FSAScot
ProfeSSor DenniS HarDinG, MA DPhil FRSE FSAScot
fraSer Hunter, BSc PhD FSA FSAScot
HeatHer JameS, BA MSc PhD FSAScot MCIfA
ProfeSSor riCHarD oram, MA PhD FSA FRSA FSAScot
Catriona PiCkarD, BSc MA PhD FSAScot
ronan tooliS, MA(Hons) PhD FSAScot MCIfA

Director
Simon Gilmour, MA(Hons) PhD FSAScot MCIfA

Managing Editor
aDela rauCHova

Publications Officer
kate Bailey

Copy-editor
SuSan milliGan

Indexer
niCola kinG





PSAS | xi

Society of Antiquaries of Scotland Council 
from 30 November 2020

President
aBerCromBy emerituS ProfeSSor ian B mCl ralSton, OBE MA PhD DLitt FRSE FSA FSAScot 
MCIfA (elected 2020)

Vice Presidents
HeatHer JameS, BA MSc PhD FSAScot MCIfA (2016, appointed Vice President 18 March 2019, 
re-elected 2019)
Barry G ferGuSon, MA(Hons) (2015, appointed Vice President 19 December 2016, and re-elected 
30 Nov 2018, term ended 30 November 2021)
DeBoraH lamB, MA(Cantab) PhD FSAScot (2018, appointed Vice President 30 November 2021)

Treasurer (elected each year, first year of election in brackets)
kennetH aitCHiSon, MA(Hons) PhD FSAScot MCIfA (2020)

Elected Members of Council (for three years with date of election in brackets)
SHaron weBB, MBE BA(Hons) MPhil PhD FSAScot (2015, re-elected 2018, term ended 
30 November 2021)
ProfeSSor HeCtor maCQueen, CBE LLB(Hons) PhD FBA FRSE FSAScot (2017, re-elected 2020)
iain mCDowall, BA MA(Hons) FSAScot MRICS (2017, re-elected 2020)
Sam millS, MSc FSAScot (initially co-opted 16 July 2019, co-opted again on 18 Dec 2019, elected 
30 Nov 2020)
manDa forSter, PhD FSAScot MCIfA (opted 16 July 2019, co-opted again on 18 Dec 2019, elected 
30 Nov 2020)
Suzanne lyle, PhD FSAScot FRSA (2021)
HeatHer Pulliam, PhD FSAScot (2021)
ProfeSSor iain r torranCe, KCVO Kt TD DPhil FRSE FSAScot (2021)
aliSon SHeriDan, FBA FRSE FSA FSAScot CorrMDAI ACIfA (2021)
ProfeSSor Donna HeDDle, MA(Hons) PhD FSAScot FHEA FRSA (2021)

Co-opted Members of Council
None at present

Ex Officio Members of Council

Chair of the Aberdeen and North-East Section
neil CurtiS, MA MLitt AMA FSAScot (elected to Section 24 April 2018, post suspended 
13 September 2021)

Representative of the National Museums Scotland
XerXeS mazDa (appointed 29 Aug 2016, resigned 14 January 2021)
Stuart allan, FSAScot (appointed 5 July 2021)





PSAS | xiii

Patron and Honorary Fellows of the 
Society of Antiquaries of Scotland

Patron
HiS maJeSty tHe kinG CHarleS iii
Her maJeSty tHe Queen elizaBetH ii (until 8 September 2022)

Honorary Fellows (HonFSAScot)
HiS maJeSty tHe kinG CHarleS III HonFSAScot
roBert G w anDerSon, MA DPhil FRSE FSA HonFSAScot
C neal aSCHerSon, HonFSAScot
emerituS ProfeSSor riCHarD BraDley, MA FSA Fil Dr hc FBA MCIfA HonFSAScot
ProfeSSor DaviD Breeze, OBE BA PhD HonDLitt FRSE FSA HonFSAScot HonMCIfA
ProfeSSor martin Carver, FBA FSA HonFSAScot
Dame emerituS ProfeSSor roSemary CramP, DBE MA BLitt FSA FBA HonFSAScot
emerituS ProfeSSor riCHarD fawCett, OBE PhD FRSE FSA HonFSAScot
iSaBel HenDerSon, OBE MA (Abdn) MA PhD (Camb) HonFSAScot
ProfeSSor Dr leenDert louwe kooiJmanS, HonFSAScot
ProfeSSor kriStian kriStianSen, HonFSA HonMEAA HonFSAScot
emerituS ProfeSSor J v S meGaw, AM CM MA DLitt FAHA FSA HonFSAScot MCIfA KMDAI
Diana murray, CBE MA FRSE FRSGS FSA HonFSAScot MCIfA MIoD
ProfeSSor Colin renfrew, (Lord Renfrew of Kaimsthorn) ScD FSA FBA HonFSAScot
anna ritCHie, OBE BA PhD FSA HonFSAScot
Jane ryDer, OBE MA WS FRSE FSA HonFSAScot
liSBetH tHomS, MBE BSc Dip.Archaeol HonFSAScot
emerituS ProfeSSor Dr J DiDerik van Der waalS, DLIT HonFSAScot
ProfeSSor Dr w Groenman-van waaterinGe, HonFSAScot





PSAS | xv

The Society of Antiquaries of Scotland was founded 
18 December 1780 and instituted by a Royal Charter 
on 29 March 1783, with a Supplementary Charter 
awarded on 22 April 2019

It is a registered Scottish Charity No. SC010440

LAWS OF THE SOCIETY FROM 30 NOVEMBER 2020

1. The purpose of this Society shall be the study of the ANTIQUITIES AND HISTORY OF 
SCOTLAND, more especially by means of Archaeological Research.

2. The Society shall consist of Fellows and Honorary Fellows.

3. Candidates for admission as Fellows must sign the Form of Application prescribed by the 
Council, and must be sponsored by two Fellows. Admission shall be by ballot. In the case of 
candidates not able to obtain two sponsor Fellows, it shall be open to the Council after consid-
eration of the circumstances and credentials of the candidate concerned, to waive the necessity 
for two sponsors from among the Fellowship.

4. Council shall cause the names of the Candidates and their Sponsors to be circulated to all Fel-
lows at least ten days before the date of the meeting at which a ballot is to be held. The method 
of voting will be prescribed by the Council.

5. Honorary Fellows shall consist of persons eminent in any branch of antiquarian study, who 
must be recommended by the Council and elected in the same way as Fellows; they shall not be 
liable for any fee for admission or annual subscription. The number of Honorary Fellows shall 
not exceed twenty-five.

6. Before the name of a newly elected candidate is added to the list of Fellows, they shall pay to 
the funds of the Society an entrance fee and the current year’s subscription as provided for by 
Law 7.

7. Rates of entrance fee and annual subscription shall be determined by the Council as required 
from time to time subject to the approval of the Society given at a General Meeting. The annual 
subscription shall become due on a date in each year specified by Council; and if any Fellow 
who has not compounded shall fail to pay the subscription for one year, due application having 
been made for payment, the Treasurer shall report the same to Council, by whose authority the 
defaulter may be removed from the Fellowship. Fellows whose membership has lapsed, and 
who wish to re-join the Society, may do so either (1) by payment of all arrears of subscription 
– in which case they shall receive the relative volumes of the Proceedings, if still available – or 
(2) on payment of the subscription for the current year and of the entrance fee.
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8. Fellows, including Honorary Fellows and Council members, whose actions or behaviour might 
in the opinion of Council bring the Society into disrepute may be removed from the Fellowship. 
Council will consider the amoval and advise the Fellow of its decision. Any Fellow so con-
sidered will be given the opportunity to appeal the decision to a panel independent of Council 
consisting of Fellows and at least one non-Fellow. The determination of this panel will be final.

9. Every Fellow not being in arrears of the annual subscription shall be entitled to receive the 
printed or electronic form Proceedings of the Society from the date of election.

10. None but Fellows shall vote or hold any office in the Society.

11. Subject to the Laws and to the control of the Society in General Meetings, the affairs of the 
Society shall be managed by a Council elected and appointed as hereinafter set forth. Eight 
members of the Council shall constitute a quorum, provided that number includes at least two 
Office-bearers and six elected members of Council.

12. The Council shall consist of at least eleven Fellows elected by the Society, the Chairman of 
the North East Section ex officio, the Society representative of the National Museums Scot-
land (NMS) ex officio who is already a Fellow of the Society (nominated by the NMS Board 
of Trustees) and up to two co-opted persons appointed by the Council to fill a vacancy on the 
Council. The total number of members of the Council shall not exceed fifteen at any time.

13. The Office-bearers of the Council shall consist of a President, two Vice-Presidents and a Treas-
urer.

14. The President shall be elected for a period of up to three years and may stand for election as 
President for a second term, subject to Law 16 below. The Treasurer shall be elected for one 
year and, subject to Law 16 below, shall be eligible for re-election provided however that the 
term of office of the President and the Treasurer respectively may not exceed six years in to-
tal. The elections of the President and the Treasurer shall be by ballot at the Annual General 
Meetings upon a list issued by the Council for that purpose to the Fellows at least fourteen days 
before the meeting.

15. The Vice-Presidents shall be appointed by the Council from amongst the elected members of 
the Council. The Vice-Presidents shall be appointed for an initial term of up to three years and 
may be appointed for a further term of up to three years, subject to Law 16 below.

16. Elected members of the Council shall hold office as Council members for an initial term of up 
to three years. A retiring Member of the Council who has held office for one term shall be eligi-
ble for re-election as a member of the Council and, if so re-elected, shall hold office for a further 
term of up to three years. The election shall be by ballot at the Annual General Meeting upon 
a list issued by the Council for that purpose to the Fellows at least 14 days before the meeting.

17. A retiring member of the Council who has held office for two terms shall not be eligible for 
re-election as a member of the Council unless such re-election is as an Office-bearer of the 
Council, provided however that no person shall be eligible for re-election as a member of the 
Council in any circumstances if such re-election would result in that person’s period of mem-
bership of the Council in any capacity exceeding nine years unless a period of at least two years 
has elapsed since the date of that person’s previous retirement from the Council.
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18. A co-opted member of the Council shall be eligible for election as a member of the Council in 
accordance with Law 15 at the next Annual General Meeting following their appointment as a 
co-opted member of the Council and shall vacate office at the conclusion of that Annual Gen-
eral Meeting if they are not elected as a member of the Council. Immediately following each 
Annual General Meeting, the Council may re-appoint under Law 11 any individual who, as a 
co-opted member of the Council, vacated office under this Law at the conclusion of an Annual 
General Meeting; the Council may alternatively appoint someone in their place or resolve not 
to fill the vacancy.

19. Vacancies among the elected members of Council, the President and the Treasurer occurring by 
completion of term of office, by resignation, death or otherwise shall be filled by election at the 
Annual General Meeting, or, in the case of the Treasurer, at any earlier meeting of the Society 
as decided by the Council.

20. The Council may appoint committees or individuals to advise on the Society’s business. Indi-
viduals who are not Fellows and Fellows who are not members of the Council shall be eligible 
for these duties.

21. The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall take place on St Andrew’s Day, 30th No-
vember, or on the preceding or the following day if the 30th be a Sunday. The business of the 
Annual General Meeting shall be notified to Fellows at least fourteen days before the day of 
the meeting.

22. The Council shall have the power to call Extraordinary General Meetings when they see cause. 
At least fourteen days’ notice of an Extraordinary General Meeting shall be given to Fellows.

23. Meetings of the Society, termed Ordinary Meetings, shall be held on such dates and at such 
places as may be determined by the Council. A minimum of six meetings, in addition to the 
Annual General Meeting provided for in Law 20, shall be held in each year.

24. Every proposal for altering the Laws must be made through the Council, which shall cause 
intimation thereof to be made to all the Fellows at least thirty days before the General Meeting 
at which it is to be determined on.Dun Fhinn, Islay: excavation, woodland exploitation and 
building an Iron Age chronology for Argyll


