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An Inquiry into the Beverage of the Ancient €aledomians, and other

* Northern Nations, at tbe_i‘fFéé/‘I;r;' and of their Drinking Veffels.

S

e e T CounroR.
THY early inhabitants of : the north-wef part of what is how cal-
led Scotland, appear ‘evidently not to have been far advaneed in thofe
arts-which are’ commonly xeckoned the improvements of 'polithed
g life.

Beverape of the Ancient Caledimians, &ec. 13

hife. A fimple race, whofe principal care was herds and flocks ; their
dainties were procured by hunting, and their ordinary drink muft
have been water, which was fapplied by every fountain or fiream,

or milk, which was proeured by little labour. But, as thele coulc;
only. f’erje to an{wer the prefling calls of thirft, it is evident that in-
ventive l.uxury had made them acquainted with fome fermented li-
quor, which was ufed at feftivals and grand entertainments, that dif-
fipated their cares, elevated their fpirits, and is called by their poets

The qu'qﬁ the Shel. Bur what that liquor was, of what made, o;v
how prepared, we are left almoft entirely in the dark. Nor is it pe-
culiar to them only that the knowledge of many things, once fami-

. Har to every body, is now buried under the ruins of time. The Or-

thia and the Poean of the Greeks muft have been fomething more
than our Huzzah ; but what were the words ufed on thefe occafions

we are entirely ignorant, No author has tranfmitted in writin ,
fongs that every Grecian learned in his infancy. Perhaps, too i
might have been a piece of impropriety at leaft, if not of im’piety’ tor;
repeat them but on the proper occafions. At laft the fatal hour a'r;iv-;
ed, when the military fpirit of the Grecians was totally cruthed un- -
der the prevailing power of Rome; and the words that animated them:
on the glorious and important days of Marathon ana Plataes, were‘
wholly forgotten when they durflt no more beufed. Wema ’ how-
ever, conjecture, that the Orthia had a pretty near refemb{a,ncc t

the Brofnachadh Chath, of which we héve__ luckily one inftance hamd0
ed down to us, The only annals of our remote anceftors were th;
fongs of bards, feldom, if ever written ; and, as the brewing of liqudf

was neither fo honourable nor fo'pleafant an occupation as the drink

ing of it, nor fo-fufceptible of the ornaments of poetry, we may ven-
ture to affirm, that it was never recorded by the Gaelic mufe. The
want of fuch records renders very difficult the fearch in. whic.h 1 arri
now employed, to find what was the favourite beverage of the Hi h->
landers of Scotland, inthe firft centuries of the Chriftian aera. %Cét

L
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- T'do not defpair of fuccefs in my inquiry; for, though we have not.
the blazing torch of hiftory to guide us on our way, we may difcern

a light beaming throughthe gloom, . to prevent our ffumbling in the

dark. By careful attention to-the language of every people, we may

difcover by the words, from what naiions fome cuftoms have been

derived, and from particular expreffions, we may determine what

were the manners of a people when thefé expreffions were firft efta-.
blithed among them. I could give many firiking proofs of the. truth
of this pofition ; but 1 find it fo well fupported, and demonftrated in
~fuch a mafterly manner, by Monfteur de Gcbelin, in his Monde Pri~
mat f, that I fhall pafs it-as a thing granted, and only give: fome €x-,
amples relating to Britith antiquities, but f{o clofely: corine&ed toge-
ther, that they may all pafs under one head. . There is perhaps no
country in the world that exceeds England in breeding plentifully:
cocks, hens, calves, -oxen, fheep, {fwine: Butit is very remarkable
“that no Englithman.ever eats one bit.of them ; no, he eats nothing
but French difhes; for-when they are-brought to table they muft pafs
under the Frenchified names of foél,weal_,bqef‘, ‘muttea, pork. -This
proceeded from the oppreffion of the Norman conquerors, for whofe
lordly paIa‘te the beft of every thing was referved, the fervile offices.
of tending the animals while alive being all that was left to the En-
glith willicus. 1 dare not ufe the word willain, for fear of giving of-
fence, though that was Englith for willicus in thofe days, and is an-

other inftance .of the conneftion betwixt manners and language.

Had it not been for the confequences of thc Norman conqueft, the
Englith, in all probability, would have continued to.eat ox-flefhy

fheep-fleth, &c. as the Dutch do at this day.  But their language in-
this point was enlarged and refined by the oppreﬁion of *thexr liber~'

ties,
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- Before I proceed to fay what was the beverage of the ancient High-

Ianders, it feems proper to-fay what it was not.

~ Wine is mentioned in fome Gacelic poems, reIanng to the times,
into the cuftoms of which I aminquiring: But thefe are either vifible
modern interpolations, or compofitions entlre]y of alater date; fo
that we can draw no conclufion from thence. Though vines had
been in Portugal fo early that the planting of them there was attri-
buted to Bacchus, they were little known in the reft of Spain. Mar-
tial, who was a Spaniard, and apt to extoll his country, makes no
mention of Spanith wine.  No vines were planted to the north of
the Alps and Pyrenees till near the end of the third century. Till
then, Gaul and, Germany were firft to be fupplied from the fouthern
parts of Europe. - Athenaeus tells us, that in the 2d century wine
was imparted to Marfeilles : So that, as Gaul and Germany were
firft to be fupplied by imported wine, there would be little remain-
ing for Britain, efpecially for the remoteft corner of it, whofe inha~
bitants long maintained a- defperate war againft the Romans. I
think we may fafely conclude, that even the Roman garrifons in Bri-
tain were but fcantily fupplied with wine, ‘even after vines were
planted in Gaul ; new improvements are: commonly fo flow in their

_progrefs, that fome centuries might elapfe before they had any for

exportation, We have a very ftrong inftance by what tardy fteps
fuch things proceed, by obfervmg what happened in Italy. The
culture of vines was known in ltaly at leaft 500 years before the
foundation of Rome, yet Pliny tells us, that wine was fo fearce at
that time, that Romulus performed his libations with water; for want
of wine; and, to prevent an unneceflary diffipation of fo précious a
commodity, made a law Rogum vino ne afpergito.  So we may be
convinced that the Highlanders of thofe days had not wine, Lft, from
there being no mention of it in their language; and 2dly, becaufe it
was fcarcely poffible for them: to procure it at any rate, Nor is it

probable
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probable they had any diftilled liquors, becaufe we cannot find any
mention of fuch a thing among them till the reign of Jat'nes V.
Dram is an ordinary word in the Highlands at this day, 'e\.ndentl.y
proceeding from the manner in which they firft received -f'pfntous li-
.quors, having been only preferibed medicinally, and admm;ﬁ:ened by
-drachms and fcruples. '

Cyder is the produce of countries where the fun -.is nqt.v:igorous
‘enough to ripen the grape. I cannot find at what tm%eﬂ_xc‘ culture
of orchyards became fo general as to make cyder groviv into. common
ufe in the northern parts of Europe, nor at .what Hme’ apple trees
‘were firft introduced into Britain. But if we conﬁ_dgr th? ‘t}nfet.tled
condition of thefe parts in the firlt ages of Chriftianity, divided into.
{mall diftri@s perpetually at’ war with each othier, we cannot think

~ they would apply themfelves much to the raifing qf app.l'e trees, from
. which they could not hope for any confiderable crop till after many
years, 'Tacitus informs us, that in his time Germany was Fmngg-
rarum arborum minime ferax. Inclofing ground which is neceffary for
the culture of ap;;_le trees, was not permitted by lav\_t in Em.gl‘and, till
the reign of Queen Elizabeth, and was not commonly ufed in Sc.ot-
Jand till near a century later. So we may confider cyder as a thing
unknown to the times of which we treat. e

Many fuppofe that the ancient Scots made a vliquor by bleedi.ng
birch trees, which were very common ameng them : But theycan give
no other reafon for believing it was fo, than only bec_aufe i‘t was
poffible it might be fo. Others think they made a ']iq}lor ferment.ed
with honey, with which they might hgve been plcntlful!yi. fupplied
by bees breeding in the woods that covered -n}o(t of thexAr country.
There is indeed a very proper word in their language to exprefs this,
Atil-deoch, i. e, Honey-drink. But thisis only a modern word, aot

mentioned in any of their ancient poems, which it could notfh:aiv:;
- aile
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failed to have been, whether it had been their own manufalure or
imported. Their own country is more fubje& to rains and ftormy
winds than any other part of Britain, and was not a place where
bees would be tempted to take up their abode. Had they been ac-
_quainted with the apiary, bees have fo many peculiarities, of fwarm-
ing, cluftering, &ec. that the mention of them could not have efeaped
our Gaelic poets. All the notice we find taken of them is the hum-
ming noife they make; which can only refer to the mountain bees,
whofe greater ftrength and bulk enabled them better to refift the
ftorms of the mountains; but they gather only fmall quantities of
honey. 1 find that apiaries were not cultivated in England till ‘after
the Norman conqueft.

Having faid what it was that the ancient Scots did not drink, I will
try to find out what it was they did drink. The method I intend
to take, is to examine their defcendants; and, if there be one honeft
man among them, he will {peak truth fo far as he knows ; and I will
write it down from his mouth. 'What is Gaelic for the Latin word
bibo 2 The anfwer is, we have feveral words for it, but the common
and moft proper is of elmi, 1 drink. 1 inquire no farther. I have
already found out what was the favourite liquor. In the ancient
Gothic, ol was the word to exprefs ale ; and in Iceland, where the
Gothic is beft preferved, ale is called o/ at this day. In Sweden,
they have the brud-ol, ale drunk at bridals; graf~o/, drunk over
graves at funerals; and hemkom-ol, what we call houfe heating.
Hence, I make no doubt that they learned both the liquor and the
name from the Scandinavians, and that it was in high repute and
ufed even at royal feafts. When, in procefs of time, they raifed
grain and brewed. ale for themfelves, they gave it a name in their
own language, and called it Lo, which {ignifies provifions; a fuffi-
cient proof how much it was efteemed by them. Lean, another
word for ale, feems to be only a dialeQical difference from loin, as

G ale’
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ale is from of. It may be afked how herd{men and hunters, who,
as 1 have faid in a former treatife, fowed no fort of grain, could be
provided with ale? The anfwer is, they got it as we get wine, by
importation. But as this muft have been expenfive, and not what
every one could afford to purchafe, it would be the bufinefs of their
Chiefs to provide a fufficient quantity to entertain their followers.
This, properly diftributed, ;night have as much efficacy to determine
the fate of a battle, as our modern liquors have to determine the e-

vent of an ele&ion.

Lufadh is another word to exprefs drinking, and is of true Gaelic
original, its root being lus, an herb, a plant. I look on this word,
Iufadh, as an undoubted proof that there was fome herb or low plant
from the infufion of which they made a kind of liquor ; but what
was the particular plant ufed for that purpofe, we cannot eafily de-

termine. Some think it was the juniper, which grows in plenty
_on the Highland mountains, and from whofe berries and prickly
twigs, [ doubt not that a fermented liquor might be made : But I
am led a different way, by a tradition that is univerfal in the part of
our country which belonged to the Pechts. It is by this name that
1 chufe to call that people, who were formerly mafters of the beft
part of Scotland, rather than follow the blunder of Latin authors.
They, more attentive to the harmony of found than to the truth of
expreflion, called that people Pidts. As this word has a meaning in
Latin, an opinion has prevailed that the Picts had their bodies all
painted : Yet we have no better authority for that conceit, than fome
here have for believing that the prefent Sovereign of Rome is an old
whore, in fcarlet riding clothes, and mounted 6n a monfter that has
feven heads and ten horns. 1f the whole nation had a&ually paint-
ed themfelves, they could never have affTumed the name of Piéti on
that account, unlefs their Janguage had a@ually been Latin.  But

10 return from this digreffion,” I fay it is the univerfal tradition of
B the
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bitants are defcended from theem(tyv:li; rl:z:);)::h‘;:hiiﬁ:e{?nf i“‘ha;_
heath. As a collateral proof of the truth of this tfadit;o lq‘ioll: C'k
ob(eryed feveral heaths, from which it appeared that th f?’ ll?‘ e‘
!)een carefully gathered off; and, upon inquiring of theeﬁe?nlf; i
: iig g(::]f:nts; thegr told me it was believed the Pechts had cfrieguorf;
s, for the f:onveniency of mowing the heather. If
:th:n[;]c:{ereg:ioar‘f;:;: ;oaﬁl, capable of producing évery grain, tuhf:;
eath, we may’ juftly conclude th '
:ec;t::ld;:st tt;lee‘l:;ngﬁa fecrcf:t to the neighbouring mountaine::s,d:h::etf
1 h w: ; oft plentiful crop they had. But, from'th;e word
ufadb not being fo much ufed as of, we may prefume that the i r
made from heath, though probably the moft common wz:: nlg:u()'r
:?::h ebﬂcemed as the o.ther: We may even take it for ’granted tha(:‘
Cont?:uelzlt: very poor liquor, otherwife the cuftom would havc,beer;
mong us more or lefs. But though our Scottifh ancients:
had no other fort of liquor but thefe twog] is 1 a'n?lems‘
. r for , luxury is i
;neans to fatisfy its own appetites, and feems in thi)sr» pbir:l‘;e[t)::)i::
ound out gnother of a more dangerous fort, which, from the lan:
guage, I take to have been a mixture of both the oth’ers -: o

a

the country, where thefe peopl

Langt i ir i '
guages, in their infancy, had not fo many vocables as are now

in ufe, Ma i
o ny feparate things, from fome real or fancied refemblance
connettions they had with one another X
4 b

o oo were called by the fame

As thi - .
iy , thl:s muft frequently have given occafion to many ambi-
» men began at firft to make a {mall variation in the pronun |

ciation, an i '
ation, and afterwards in the orthography, till words that were once-

the fam.e, came at laft to deviate fo far from one another that it be-
fz;:;;d:ﬂicgl't to ﬁgd f)ut .which was the original root. ’ To mal:e-
o Enor:f;vxde_nt, I will give -but one inftance of a word familiar to
. gli Ianguagc. Berg is the Gothic term for a hill
ginates from the compofition of two Gaelic words .
: b

C2

It ori-
bi~erg, a thing
' raifled
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aifed or elevated, which is properiy what conftitutes the nature of
a hill. In Icelandic, which is the pureft Gothic now exifting, the
word is bi-arg, which approaches @ill nearer to the primitive
roots. While mankind were divided into fmall communities, each
of thefe was obliged to be on guard againfl its neighbours ; therefore
towns were always built on hills, as being the moft advantageous fi-
tuation for defence. So that, to go to the berg or to go to the:town
were expreflions of the fame import. Bug, as many hills had no
buildings on them, this way of fpeakiog muft have given occafion
to frequent -ambiguities. To prevent thefe, they left the name of
berg to the bare hill, and, to ~exprefs-the one that was inhabited,
~ they varied the word by pronouncing it borg, bourg, burg and
fome added an b after it.  But, as the (ound of the afpirated b would

flick in the throats of fome people, the Englith brought the word °

through different changes, till they made it borough, leaving mute
the g b, which ‘they could not utter, in the fame manner as in
caught, taught, brought, and in many other words. So that now,
though a borough be built in a valley, we may find the radix of the
word on the top of a hill. From thefe, and numberlefs other inftan-
ces that might be given, we may pkcfuuie that the Gaelic language
gradually proceeded in its formation in the fame manner as others
did.  Now, meafz, \from whence the Latin mifceo, mixtus, mixtu-
ra,) fignifies mixture, in the language of the people of whom I am
treating. But every body knows that mixing liquors is the readieft
way to get drunk : So fome of the Albanich, of ancient days, not

contented with ol or quadb‘feparately,'wou]d mix both together,

and when giddy headed, would call it meafy ; and afterwards, to

diftinguith the efle@s of this dangerous mixture from that of more
innocent liquors, they changed the word to metfg or meifge, which
,now exprefs drunkennefs: And from thence comes meifgach or
meifgeach, a drunkard. The old cuftom of thefe people exallly re-

fembles what is {ometimes pra&ifed in modern days, when a bottle
o of
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of wine is poured into a bowl of punch, and then the liquor is dig-
nified with the name of Panch-royal.

As fome may doubt of the validity of proofs drawn from the ufe
f)f words, it may not be amifs to mention the following note; I took
it from Barom la Hontan’s account of North America : In,a voca-
bulary of the Algonkin language, he has the word oufcoucbi, which
 he explains to mean drunk, a fool. Though | have copied t;le word
exaltly as it was written by a French pen, from the mouth of an A-
merican {avage, can any one doubt that fome Scot or Hibernian has
formerly been among them and taught them the ufe of ufguebauch
and the confequences of drinking above a certain quantity. ’

H:?.ving written fo ‘much in endeavouring to prove what were the
Potatxons ufed by the Albanich of former days, my tatk might feem
mcomplet(? if 1 _did' not give an account of the utenfils by which they
conveyed.xt to the lip. Of thefe, three kinds are mentiened in their
poems, flioga; corn, fuach ; that is, the fhell, the hotn, and the cup :
of thefe, the horn is the eldeft; and Athenaeus, in the eighth booI;:.
tells us, that the jolly god Bacchus is painted with horns, becauf;
thefe were the firft drinking cups. - People came next to 1:fe thells
when, from the banks of the Euphrates, they defcended to the fe:;
fide : And the cup was the careful invention of later days. In fome
old humorous pieces I find mention. of the horn; but the thell feems
to have been of greater dignity, and ufed at all fplendid entertain-
ments. As people are apt to conceive not only an affection, but even
an efteem for the manners to which they have been accuftomed, fuch
men as chufe not to have the trouble of ferious refle&ion, look ;n the

fafhions of their own times as the fole ftandard to judge by, of what
is good and agreeable. Thefe will caft an eye of contempt on our
anciegts, whofe fide-boards were decked out only with fhells and
horns: Yet we may reft affured that there was neither the lefs drank,

nor
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nor had the liquor the worfe relith for the homelinefs of the utenfil,
However triumphant Rome might exult in its gold and filver vef-
fels, drawn together from the fpoils of many miferable countries, the
word Cochleare alone, is a convincing evidence that the parents of
that Queen of nations had found the cochlea to be a very convenient
piece of houfehold furniture. In many countries hufks of certain
fruit were and are now ufed in that manner. But the barren moun-
tains of Albion produced x{othing that could ferve for that purpofe,
except'the hazle-nut; and.every one may eafily perceive that a nut-
fhell could not afford a draught {ufficient to fatisfy the appetite of a
thirlty Celt.  Providence, however, whofe paternal care leaves none
of its children deftitute of what is requifite to fupply their neceffary
wants, filled our northern feas with fcallops, whofe capacious thells
were {uited to- the appetites of thofe who were to ufe them. An Al-
banic, without ranfacking the bowels of the earth for gold and filver,
or {elling his country to flavery and his foul to damnation, at an e~
lection, to obtain thofe valued metals, needed only to take a walk on:
the feafide, at ebb tide, to pick up a fcallop that would ferve him for
a breakfaft, and afterwards b and his friends would rejoice in the ufe
of the thell. "

"Horns are fo {uited by nature for containing liquids, that there is,.
perhaps, not a nation in the world where they are not ufed for that
purpofe, even at this day; by fome, in their natural form, and by o~
thers formed into various (hapes by art. At Guarda, in Portugal,,
there is a flourithing manufactory for making fuch- utenfils. But,,
though they are much ufed both in that kingdom and in Spain; the:
word is never uttered ; all fuch things are faid to be made of of, a
bone. The very meation of the true name, Corno, is thought fuch
an intollerable affront, that it has been fometimes fo feverely refent-
¢d, as to coft the life of the unwary fpeaker. How horns came to
be reckoned the appurtenance of a man whofe wife had violated her

nuptial
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nuptial vows, I cannot tell. In all the oriental tongues, the expre(-
fion carries great dignity. We have many examples in holy writ,
where, exalting the horn denotes the increafe of wealth, power, ex-
cellence. When Horace fays that wine addit cornua pauper, he ufes
not the metaphor in our modern fenfe, in which it would be taken
to mean the cuckolding a poor man.. The efleem the old Greeks
and Romans had for thofe honours of the head, is clearly feen by
their being made the ornament of ]lipiter Ammon, Bacchus, and o~
ther horned deities.  But the higheft mark of the veneration they
had for it, appears in their painting the goddefs of plenty pouring
her bleflings on mankind from her fruitful horn ; Pleno copia cornu.
Allow me here a fhort digreflion, to remark that the Albanic ufe not
the word horn in a degrading fenfe, and have not in their language a
word to exprefs a cuckold; a certain proof that fuch crimes rarely

happened among them.

I muft not here omit one particular way of ufing the horn. A
horn was twifted fo as to go round the arm. This being filled with
liquor, was to be applied to the lips, and drank off at one draught.
If, in withdrawing the arm, any liquor was left, it dilcovered itfelf
by rattling in the windings of the horn.  Then the company called
out corneigh, i. e. the born cries ; and thg delinquent was obliged to
drink keltie, that is, to fill his cup again and drink it out, according
to the laws of the Kelts, for {fo ought the word Ce/t to be pronoun~
ced. We have from hence a clear proof that they were jolly topers.
Here let me obferve, that, from eigh comes the word echo, fo com=
mon in many languages. lf the great Englifh lexicographer had at-
tended to the Celtic, he would have found more and jufter etymo-
logies than he could fqueeze out from all other languages put to-
gether *,

The

* T do not infit on the golden horns of Oldenbutg and Copenhagen, as they have
both been particularly defcribed in the’ publications of the Society of Antiquaries of

London.
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.- The third utenfil for drinking is the cuach, which we now pro-

nouace quech, and from whence is forined the Englifh verb to quaf.
"1 need not defcribe the cuach, becaufe there can hardly be a perfon
in North Britain that knows it not, though it is of lat.e much fallen
into difufe. From the compofition of it, by fmall pieces f)f -WOO(;
Beihg joined together, and united fo clofely as to c?ntam llquldg,
conclude it to have been invented before the Albanic knew the }1fe
of the turning loom, which, though more con.venier?t and more in-
genious, is much eafier to put in pra&ice. The invention has certain-
-1y been owing to the leifure enjoyed by thofe \.NhO I.lad no occupa-
| tion but to tend their flocks and herds ; and it is owing’ to the I:ame
caufe that firft awaked the paftoral mufe. I have' feen feveral pieces
of wood elegantly carved by fhepherds, in the nghlanc?s and otfxfer
parts of Europe; with no other inftrument but a very ordmar?r lfcm f:f
I fancy it will not be difagreeable to my xieadgr,s-to be here in orm-=
ed that 1 have a remarkable proof of the ingenuity of fhepherds, in
a model of the ancient calamus, made by a (hephe.rd on the moun-
tains betwixt Spain and.Portugal, where they are ftill in u_fe,- and are
called Gayla, 1 fuppofe by an African name. Th.us, thefe 1g,no;an_t

fhepherds have preferved.among them a mufical inftrument, about
* which learned critics have difputed in vain. Bu..t, to return to o}tlxr
cups ,I prefume that the cuach was the ‘ﬁrﬁ thing that gave t €
hint -that barrels, hogfheads, and other veflels of great capacity,

might be made in the fame way, by connelling'a great number o

fmall pieces. - The cuach had two handles, that it might be'd.elivexf-
‘ed by one and received by the other. Thefe handles were, 1n .ou;
Anglo-Saxon dialc&, called Lugs; anda large v.eﬁ'el, that conta\me

more than could be taken off at a draught, having larger ears, was

thence called a Luggie. - The Greeks alfo: had ~drigking ve.ﬁfels :
with handles, called Ozata, and the name of the veflels was Ot or

Opotis, words of the fame import with Lug or Luggie. . Ne?or’s
’ . iad, had four lugs,
bovsfl,‘ mentioned. in {ﬁ,e_ cleventh hook of the lliad, had fou . :de-
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made fo, I fuppofe, that four boys or young maids might bring it in
on occafion, one taking hold of each lug: For, Homer tells us, it
was {o.heavy when fu'llv,_thavt‘a ftrong man was hardly able to lift it.
The earlieft mention that I have met with of a cuach, is in' a poen’
- called the Old Bards Wifh, that api;;ears' to have been compofed a-
bout fourteen or fifteen hundred years ago. In one line he fays, he
“took drink from the river, which might lead one to think, that he
had nothing but pure water to drink : But, as he had faid onlya few
lines before, that, though tempefts howled and ghofts fhricked ‘2
round them, there was much mirth in ‘the joy of  the cuach, and
they fleeped foundly, we may take it for granted that it was not the
ufe of plain water that could produce fuch agreeable effe@s on fuch
a difagreeable occafion. - From thence, I doubt not of. their héﬁidg :
brewed the liquor fo ftrong, that it was neceflary to qualify it with
water, as the Greeks commonly did to their wine,

or as we do when. -

“the punch feems too firong ; and our hunters often carry ftrong

fhrub with them, which, with a mixture from the firft fiream: or
fountain, makes an innocent and a comfortable: refrefhment,

- ¥ readers thould complain that this treatife i neither o inftru@ive
nor {o entertaining as they would with it to be, the writer muft ac-
knowledge, to his own fhame,’ that the deficiency lies in himfelf, as

the moft malicious critic cannot accufe him of havi

ng chofen a dry
fubje&. .

'Of_
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