TRANSACTIONS, &ec

An Inguiry into the Origin of the Name of the Scottifb Na-
tion, prg/ém‘edto the Society of Antiguaries, at Ea’inéurg/x,
December 1780. |

CoLINTON.

O a Saciety, the purpofe of whofe inftitution is to inveftigate the

antiquities of their nation, any reafonable attempt to account

for the name of that nation, cannot be unacceptable ; and rhis fubje&

feems naturally to prefent itfelf, as a proper introduion to their
future inquiries.

I know not from what odd propenfity, in the compofition of hi-
man nature, arifes a defire in mankind to carry the accourit of theis
nation or family into as remote antiquity as they can. Some"perfon,
poffeffed of this unaccountable paffion, has endeavoured to deduce
the origin of the Scots from an Egyptian princefs, fofter-mother to
the Hebrew legiflator. As I know no other authority for this ftory
than a fond defire of the inventor to impofe it for truth, I fha)l pafs
it over, and let it remain as I found it, -Some chufe to derivs che
name of Scot from Sceot, an old word that fignifies a Shield, and from
whence probably comes the Latin word Scatum, So-they fuppofe the
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, Origin of the Name

people were called Scots, quafi Scatati. Had the Scots been the on-

ly Scutati, this might very probably have been the reafon for others

to give, and them to affume that name. But when the name of Scot

firft prevailed, all nations ufed fhields; fo that no probable reafon can

be affigned why that name {hould be affixed to any one people‘, from
a cuftom that was common to all. Some other accounts are given of
the origin of this name, which are all fo evidently ill-founded, that

it is needlefs to refute them. But the conjeQures of the author of the

hiftory of Manchefter feem to require a more particular confideration,

as he has inveltigated Britith antiquities with great a;ptenefs and a-

bility, and has marked out, in part, why the Scots were called by

that name. His account, in thort; is this— B : '

The Belgz expelled from feveral parts of England the former in-
habitants, ‘who fled to Ireland, and took poffeffion of the fea-coafts.
The Belgz, purfuing them thither, compelled them to leave the fea-
coaft, and feek for refuge among the lakes and forefts in the internal
parcs of that ifland. ~ So far he copies from hiftory, and adds, as his

own conjeéture, that the fugitives, thus twice reduced to the neceffi-

ty of (hifting their place of refidence, were upon that account called
Scuit, which we now write and pronounce Scot. This word figni-
fies Wanderers; and Mr Whitaker fuppofes that the Belgae gave them

" that name by way of infult: But if this had been the reafon of call~

ing them Wanderers, that tile, or epithet, was equally as applicable

to the Belgae themfelves, who had wandered every foot as far as the -
others; confequently that name could have been no proper mark of”
diftinGion. Befides, as we know from hiftory that a body of Ger-'

mans had very early got poflefion of a confiderable part of Belgia, it

is.very probable that the Belgae, who invaded England, were n'ot of
Celtic, but Teutonic origin. In this cafe, they could never have"

given the appellation of Scuif, to the peopte whom they had driven

away, as there is no diale&t of the Teutonic language in which that.

word

~north-weft part of Caledonia
-of Ireland : The reigning

lateral branch. - This
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-word denotes @ Wanderer. The Teutonic word that comes neareft
it denotes Swiftnefs. If any perfon fhould alledge that the Belgae
gave that name to the others for running away, flill the name could
not have been a proper diftinction, fince, for any thing we can per-
ceive, the Belgae ran as faft, and as far after them. Mr Whitaker
indeed maintains that thefe invading Belgae were Cels, becaufe he
finds that the names of the rivers and mountains in their Englith ter-
ritories were all Celtic ; but he did not refle&t that rivers and moun-
tains generally retain the names impofed by the firft pofleffors. New
incomers give new names only to towns, 5vi}lages, canals, and fuch

other things as are of their own making. In confequence of his way

of arguing on this point, it would follow that the Saxons and Not-

‘mans, who afterwards became mafters of thofe territories, were alfo

Celts, becaufe they alfo continued to call rivers and mountains by the

“old Celtic names, and by which they are known at this day. But, what-

ever thefe Belgae may have been, there does not appear in Mr Whit-

-aker’s account of the matter any fufficient reafon why the name of
“Scuit, that is, Wanderers, fhould be given to the Irith, and yet by that
-name they were certainly once called. Now, let us confider his ac-

~count of the manner in which he fuppofes thé name of Scu:f to have
‘been transferred to the people’ b

-been preferved and continued, -

y whom this very ancient title has

- Taking the pcems of Offian as his principal guide,

i he gives us the
followmg relation :

The king of the Creones, who ‘poflefled the
» Placed one of his family on the throne
family of the Creones becoming extiné&
2, was fucceeded by an Irith-prince, of a col-
prince,-2s Mr Whitaker fuppofes, ‘gave to his

new fu'l)jeé’tg the rame of Scuit, which-he had b-rohght with him
from his father’s kingdom, ' - o

by the death of Offa

Az | But
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4 _ Origin of the Name

But, before we can adopt this opinion as an undeniable truth, we
muft. firft take the liberty to examine its probability, by comparing
it with fimilar cafes. William of Naffaw, a Dutchman, became king
of Britain, but the people did not acquire the name of Naflawians,
or Dutchmen ; George of Hanover, a German, became king of Bri-
tain, yet its name was neither changed to Hanover nor Germany ;
Philip, a Frenchman, became king of all the Spains, yet Spain on
that account was not called New France. I will even venture to-fay,
that if Philip bad attempted te change the word Spain for that of
France, the whole body of the Spanifh nation would probably have:
oppofed him, more fuccefsfully than the various powers of Europe,.
that were allied againft his fucceflion. By parity of reafon, the Irifh:
prince, who became king of the Creones, would find himfelf under:
the abfolute neceflity of doing as William, George, and Philip after—
wards did, that is, of taking his title from the people over whom he’
reigned, not from the people among whom he was born: Perhaps:
it may be alledged- that the Irilh prince brought with him fo power-

_ful a colony of Scuit, that the name infenfibly became common' tor
the whole nation. But,.in this cafe, where could: he have fettled:
them, or wherewith- could he have fed them % The more fertile parts:
of Caledonia, that could well receive an increafe of the number of
inhabitants, were an' acquifition- made to Scotland long after his days..
The north- weft part of our country, which conftituted the whole of
his kingdom, is mouatainous and unfertile.” Nor can we {uppofe:
that the Creones of thofe days would have been- more willing to have:
given up their herds and: mountains to theirnew guefts, than our fa-
thers would have been to- have delivéred' over their eftates to Wil-
liam’s Dutchmen, or George’s Hanoverians.  The kingdom of Scot-
land too was elecive till towards-the end of the tenth century, with
this only reftriGtion, that the ele@ors were obliged to chufe one of
the royal family. Now, as this foreign prince was called to reign in
another ifland, where his heft title to the crown arofe from the good

will
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will of his conftituents, we can fearcely fuppofe that hie would have:
attempted a meafure, in which, confidering the force of national pre-
judices, he muft have been oppofed by the unanimous voice of his
fubje¢ts. An idle meafure too, from the fuccefs of which he could
have reaped no advantage, but from its-failure he might have felt the-

worft of confequences..

Having, as appears to me, fufficiently proved that the reafons a-
bove ‘affigned for giving the name of Scu:f to one people and-tranf-
ferring it to another are infufficient, I will venture to produce my
own conjecures, and hope to give as convincing proofs. of their pro-
bability as the nature of the fubjec can admit. | |

Mankind was early divided into-two diftinét profeflions, one that-
lived by agriculture, and the other that trufted for fubfiftence to hunt-
ing and the increafe of their cattle. The firft would naturally, and’
almoft neceflarily, fettle upon the {pots where they.had cleared:away
the woods, and- drained the marfhes ; the other ranged from place to-
place, as frefh. pafture fprung up, or new game was flarted: Thefe:
laft were in reality Scuit; or Wanderers, and received that appellation,
The coincidence of ‘the language and the manners, where the cuftoms.
of the people are exprefled in the idea.conveyed by the word, feems
to be a proof of its propriety fimilar to our knowing the portraits of
our friends by their having a. firiking refemblance of the originals. |
As the Celtic language once extended over an immenfe tra&,.I have
not the leaft doubt that this was the true origin of the name of the-
pf:oplc-;r?Vhom the Greeks called zxubaz.- Quorum. plaufira vagas:
rite trabqnt domos; the oppolition of the way of living of thofe-
people to that of the Ro,{nans was-fo ftriking, that the Poet has here}-
f;f:g::}::;i-;;c;f;;; 'wzlrllzizt.fknowir.)g it, has-properly tranflated®
vs Domos o 11 : ; if an old Scot. was {0 .tran.ﬂate tteVa-

g orace, he would call them Zigh-Scuit, which in mo--

dern
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.dern Englith m‘e:_tnsSc'otti/b Houfes. Though the Greeks, according

to their conftant manner, turned the word.to fuit the idiom of their
own language, the =xufar were in reality the Scuit, behind the Pa-
lus -Moeotis, and the - Scuit in Ircland and Caledonia were the
ZxuBas - in -this other remote corner of the then. known world.
Accordingly, in the few fragments of their poems that have reach-
ed us, we find frequent mention of, and allufion to hunting, and
berds of cattle, without the leaft mention. of agriculture; a -
ftrong proof of .the agre,ém'ent“of ‘manners:between the Scust and
Zusbas.  This appellation may-feem to- us a term of reproach, but
to people habituated to this way of life, it would appear an honour-
able diftin@ion., They would even look with contempt on the in-
habitants of cities, as many. of the Tartars and Arabs do at this day ;
-and; in comparing the oppofite manners of. living, they would fay
_moft fincerely, -and more . from the. heart than Horace did, guanto
melius Scythae, Even at this hour, it is the cuftom in the mountains
-of Scotland; and in fome parts of Ireland, that people in fummer re-
move to feed their cattle on the hills, dwelling, -during that feafon,
in huts, called Sheelings among us,and in winter retire to their warms-
er habitations in the vallies .- So the Irifh prince, when he came to
‘Caledonia, found his people were Scuiz,and he left them Scuit. Noris
ithard to find the reafons for the name’s being loft in the one country,
while it flourifhed and fpread wider in the other. . The Firbolgs, the
Faolans, the Tuathals, and others had conquered and peopled the
greatel part of Ireland, fo that the original Scuit were reduced to
{mall numbers, and narrow bounds. The different invaders by de-
grees forgot their former diftinétions, till at laft the cuftom prevailed

of

© * It appears frors the ColleCtanea de Rebus Hibernicis, that numbers of the northern
Irifh, who contend that they are alfo Scots, were in the conftant practice of driving
their cattle to pafture in the nc.igh‘bouring counties; and this cuftom continued till about
the middie of laft century, at which time laws were made to regulate and refirain

them,
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of the - whole being denominated from the ifland they inhabited.
On the contrary, the afperity of their mountains defended the Cale-
donian Scuit from foreign arms, fo that there was no reafon for
changing,their former name. Their king, Kenneth Macalpin, hav-
ing, by a long and bloody war, made good his claim to the Pitith
crown, the cuftom prevailed to call all his dominions by his former
title. -

That the Romans mention not the Scot: at their firft acquaintance
with Britain, is no reafon to conclude that there was no fuch people
in it. . They at that time knew little of the ifland ;- and their own
hiftorians tell us, that they were uncertain whether it was an ifland
or not till the days of Vefpafian, Befides, the Romans defpifed eve-
ry language but their own. Rome. had ftood fome hundreds of
years before they would condefcend even to: learn Greek. Thus
they could have but a very imperfect knowledge of all the diftin&tions
among-a people with whom they had fo fhort an acq'uaintance,. as
they had with thofe of the north of Scotland. Were I to mark out
the time when the Romans came at length to learn the name of Scotz,
I would conclude that it was when their chains were fo faft riveted
on the Britons, that thefe unhappy iflanders found themfelves under,
what would be to them, a very difagreeable neceffity, of learning the
language of their oppreflors; when thofe polite and bumane con-
querors had fcourged the mothers, and ravithed the daughters.

Mr Whitaker attempts to fupport the truth of his fuppofitions,
frgm the name of Argyle- fbire, and from our calling the language
Erfe. But thefe two words require only to be explained in order to

thew that they give no fupport to his hypothefis. As all the origi-

ng{ inlxabitants of Britain were Gaél, Adrgyle was naturally diftin-
guifhed by the appel

Vot ot - . .
ation of Far-gaél, that is, Wefiern Gaéls, being
N _

fituated
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fituated in the moft weftern divifion of that part of Britain, andindeed
in the moft wefterly part of the whdle ifland, except the narrow pro-

:mnontory of the land’s end in Cornwall, If we call the language Erfz,

it is becaule in the lowlands of Scotland we ufe the Anglo-Saxon dia-
le&, which began among-us from. the multitudes of the Englith Sax-
.ons, who found a refuge in North Britain from the lath of Norman
tyranoy, and we ufe the word that was in ufe among them who had
been more acquainted with the Irifh.

_As-to the two paflages that Mr Whitaker has quoted from Claudi=
an, they are fearcely worth animadverfion; asithey contribute nothing
either to his purpofe or mine, whether the Scoti, mentioned. by the
Poet, were the Scot: of Hibernia or Caledonia. - - But perhaps, after -
having been fo long wandering with our anceftors, it may not be
difagreeable to find fome flowers from the claffics fcattered in the de-

I will, with a truly chriftian fpirit, pardon the Poet who tref-

fert.
f triumph over our country, and,

paffed againft us by finging a.fong o
returning good for evil, I will clear his words from the falfe inter-

-pretations that have been put upon them, and fhew that he knew
very well how to exprefs his own meaning, to all but {uch as were

-determined to mifunderftand him,
The firft paffage I fhall take notice of is,

Scotorum cumulos flevit glacialis Terne.

“"Where fhall we find the Roman hiftorian w(hb fays his-countrymen

ever invaded Ireland? Yet fuch an invafion is abfolutely neceflary to
any fenfe of this line, to thofe who think thofe Scoti were Hi-
bernians. For the Poet here places before our eyes the _Goddgtfs or
Nymph lerne as prefent on the fpot, and weeping over the heaps of
her flaughtered friends, who lay before her. For itis well known

make

‘that
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~ that thefe local Genii very rarely, if evér, travelled out of their own
- country.: . So.we muft look for this Zerne fomewhere elfe.  If any

iope fhiould.fafpe@ that I am biaffed by national vanity to affirm that
‘this ways a picture of the difmal:fite-of vy own countrymen, he is
“dertainly little acquainted with the feclings-of ‘the human heart, I
<annot think it an honour to:any -nation to be defeated-: And-,»:'eveﬁ
at the diftance of 1400 yéars, 1 feel the natural partiality of my
country. foggefting a with, that thefe cumufi had been-cumuli of Ro-
mans,:or-of awy other people, rather than of -Ciledonian Scots. But,
Howicver unwilling,. the love of truth, “and the honour of the Poet,
whom' [ am defending from mifreprefentations, compel ‘me to ac-
knowledge, that the Jerne he mentions is the river known by the
name of the Water of Erxe, in Strath- Erne. The'Poet feems to have
heen-well acquainted with the map of the country, fince he does not
at raddom méntion any river in Scotland, where there are fome others
more-confiderable, but, with a particular propriety, points out to us
the water of Erne, which the Romans could meet with in the
fitft days march beyond their own walls, and which it was nc.ceﬂ’ary

fot:them to-pafs, to-emable them to carry theirhoftilities farther northg

and which, onthat account, would be ftrongly defended by the af-
fembled Caledonians. T am forry they had fo ill fuccefs in their at-
'.tem;.)ts te defend their country from fo powerful invaders. I'know
it will be alledged, that :Strarh- Erne is but a very fmall part of Scot-
Eand; but it has been already thown to be apafs of great importance
1n that conteft ; and it is quite familiar to poets to name a parf for
the whele. This is:a figure fo well known, even to fchool boys,

‘that it would be trifling to produce particular examples. A learned,

'?:'-memm‘d, and acute differtator, might fay, on occafion, ¢ 1 have
left England, and am going to Italy;* a poet would perhaps exprefs

‘-i'ximfcl\f in fome fuch W‘ay"as‘ t‘his,- ‘ "

I’are‘wYel to Thames, all ‘hail to Tyber’s ﬁrenm-.‘

- -

B - There
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There is an epithet in the line I have been treating of, that pointed™
ly {hows Ireland not to have. bee’n-int::ndedi here by th? -WOE'd‘lerg'eé
1 ﬂare-ﬁy nobody will dény: this propofition, _.thgt Cl‘z{udfan. enhér i
.underftand, or:did not:underftand,!thresfubjett of ‘ whxcp -1_1¢ was wn‘;
iting.. . If ‘he underftood it not; his words muﬁ::pa»fs‘.ef?r.‘ nqthmgi x
he did underftand:it, he could never call Ireland Glacialis, fince it is

certainly the part of Europe, to the north of the Alps and Pyrenees,

that fuffers leaft from the feverity of froft.. :igﬁiap‘? A.whc_.)fe "amhor “fY'
is admitted by Mr Whitaker, :and :who fcertain-ly._vxﬁt‘c':d it much‘-oh-
tener. than. Claudian,..calls. it Green<Erin. .Several ‘_plan.ts,- which,
when imported to Britain, - are often icpt:oﬂ' by ;he fro& in the gar-
dens of . England, ‘are indigenous in Irelgndl : @d ﬂ";‘_’f‘ﬁ’" {POII,F?.G-
_ouﬂ‘fr in.the forefls, 1 travelled .thr’o.ugfhfmore'éFITan.two:.thl‘rds od.,;ts
length in winter. - The {now," which melted as it :fell;-::-dxfcov*ere» as
freth a verdure as everI faw in England in April: 'és.mtj‘wasﬁ then in
the middle of Deeember, 1 foon _fclt_hoﬁvithe.:frbﬁ'bxt:,- ‘w}.xen,- after-a‘l,
fhort paffage of three hours, I-landed in the Hland: of' whx@.the Ca-
ledonian Jerze makesa'part. It may even be»rdoubt?d‘ ‘whether’the
Poet did not infert the'word Glacialis intentionally, . to prevent that

line from being applied to Ir¢land, as the ambiguous word- (em; |

might otherwife have led people in:;gé miﬁa'ke." o
A féw vvords- will fuiﬁce for the other paffage of Cl'aud'ran‘;bv

Totam cum Scotus Iernem: . _
Movit, et infefto {pumavit remige Tethys.

fI”he Poet could ribt /l}ave told us ;nofe diftinétly that .the Caledonians
had flirred up all Irel__aiid, who came to aflift ltheu.x with fo num;r;::
an army, that it took a multitude of e_ur_‘acb.r to carry them. .

could underftand this otherwife ? Could any man doubt my meaning,

LA carian has Birres rance and Spain
, if 1 (hould fay, that North ‘America has ﬂlf'red up Fran ) PWh (;
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who now fend their fleetsto the Britith Channel? In the lines quoted, |
the ‘Scotus and the Jerne are as oppofite; and as diftin@ from one an-. .

-other, as America is:from-France and Spain in ‘the profe,

~Having been-abliged, in this.difqaifition, to overfhrbwanfopi:ﬁoh
that had a-powerful fupporter, it has run out to.a greater length than °
LiexpeQted ; syet, asthe doubr-about the ancient name of the Scots

“has arifen from the filence of the Latin writers of a certain period,
I cannot help remarking, that there is {omething very unaccountable
in.ithe -names- that ‘one nation. gives:to another ; -of which I will
trouble you only with
out a long lift of them..

&gypt and: Nile are words inkhown to the ‘Egyptians.
The:word Graccus was featcely knowi to the Greeks, : -

‘The Morlacﬁi, :ﬁxbje& to an:Mtalian ftate, knew n_c;t'the word fa-
dian, '

The people whom we call Dutch, know .not themfelves by that
name, '

The nation whom we call Bobemians, acknowledge not that name,

T‘Qg_rgqfelyx.l_‘egy@: out-fome-of the true n-am_eg of _nétions,—_ is it more
evidently thows how people may be eafily mifled, and mlfguxdcd, in
that point. But there are other inftances more immediately to the
prefent purpofe. Few Englithmen know that the true name of the
Welfh is Cymri ; thoufands of the: Cymri never heaid of the Eng/i/b,
though living under “the fame government;. and ruled by the fame’
laws, - We need therefore be the lofs {urprifed.if Latin authors have:

Lo B2 , led

a few flriking examples,’ though I could make

e s e+
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led us into miftakes and ambiguities; by not ‘marking difiinaly the -
proper. appellations of the differens people of the\Britifh Lfles, fince-
every nation of Europe falls into fumilar blunders évery day.

- yf, Mr Whitaker. feems td-inie toibe miftaken when he ealls the
- Caledonian Seots. by the ‘name: of .Creanes; but Lchofe to ufe: the
fame name be gave them, thai:the: quciham mxghs not be pcx:plcxedw
by a geographlcal dxfcn&'mn. Coaleon o -

. ad, Pol moi is Gaeﬁcrfarthz mary placv n tbe plamx, or, 1f we take'

it in ‘another way,: gol moiteis;she imizry place of theiwatery plain,.
Thofe who have read the account of the manner in:which that palus
meotis is formed, may judge whether there does not appear fome
conne&ion of the language of the Gaelic with that of the Scythians,.

34, The afie@ing Roryof the:afflidted, but beroic Queen, who was
forced, by the oppreflion of the Romans, to take up arms againft them,,
is fo well known, that it would be ncedlefs to repeat it here, - -
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