An Account of the Poarifb of Eiberton in Mid-Lothian, oF
o | County of Edinburgh o

C

. By the Rev, Mr Thomas Whyte, Minifier of that Parifp.

Introdullion.

There are two Parifhes in Scotland which bear the name of Li-
berton ;: one.in the upper ward of Clyd{dale, now united to that of
Quothquhan, and another in Mid-Lothian or county of Edinburgh.

Of

Account of the Parifb of Liberton. 293

Of the latter, in compliance with what has been often recommend-
ed ¥, and particularly by Lord Hailes, it is propofed to treat..

The Ancient Name of the Parifh.

There are three villages in this parifh, viz. Nether Liberton, Kirk
Liberton, and Upper or Over Liberton. The name feems to be a
corruption of Leperton or Lepertown, and implies that there had
been an Hofpital at or near it ; but of this, at prefent, we have no
traces nor any tradition concerningit. On this account, However;
the lands of Upper or Over Liberton, in certain old writings, -are
called the lands of Spittletonf. For inRance, Sir John Dalmahoy
of that ilk, got a charter of the lands of Spittleton, *“ Terrarum de
“ Spittleton,” by which is underftood Upper Liberton, * tam fupe-
¢ rioritatis quam proprietatis,” dated *‘ in 1625 1.” '

. - The Surname of Liberton..

Liberton, according to Hector Boecius, became a furname in the

reign of Malcolm Canmore §. It is therefore to be prefumed, that
l fome

* Lord Hailes does not feem to applaud Mr Miln’s defcription of Melrofe as very
corre&, or as difcovering any confiderable merit ; however, he wifhes every minifter
of Scotland would do as much. for the hiftory of his parith. ¢ The- labour,” fays his
Lordfhip, ¢ in compofition, deferves not to be mentioned, and the expence of printing
¢« would be defrayed by the fale of a very few copies. Every minifter would thus, with-
¢« out expence, contribute to the foundation of a work, refembling that which Cambden
<t improperly called Britannia,”—Lord Hailes's Annals of Scotland, Vol, 1, p. jos. It was
this which made the author undertake the following tract.

+ Hofpital, in our old language, has-the appellation of Spittle,

1 Chart. in Publicis Archivis. . ' '

§ Boec. Hift. p. 206. L. 21.° ‘



294 Account of the Parifly of Libertor;

fome of that furname poffelfed the Iands of Liberton, and tosk their
{urname from them, though at this diftance of time, we can give no
diftinct account of them, In the charters of St, David to the Abbey -
of Holy-rud-houfe, Thoraldys de Travernent, i. ¢, Tranent, and
Macbet de Liberton, are mentioned as witneffes *. In a char;e'r of
the fame King, by which he grants Clerchetune to the church of Sl’.J‘
)Mary de Hadin;une, and the church. of S, Andrew, M»élbet de Li-
berton, probably the perfon Jult now named, is mentioned +. We
find William de Liberton, a benefa&or to the monaftery of New-

bottle, anno 14291. In the chartulary of Glafgow, we find Henry -

. Xiberton e eodem mentioned, anno 1476. In our old records of
arms, the furname of Liberton bears, Vert. a Leopard’s face, Or,
Scarcely any of that furname are to be found at prefent. There
were feveral of them in the parifh in former times §.  Mr Little of
-Liberton has for his creft, a Leopard’s head, Or{. . And this may
be confidered as an intimation that he now poffefles the lands for-

-mefly poflefled by the Libertons of that ilk, or that he was conne@- -
#d in fome manner with that family, |

- How Liberton is Zoundta".

Liberton is bounded by the Weft Kirk or St. Cuthbert’s parith on
‘the nortb and weft ; by Duddingfton on the north eaft ; by Muffel-
burgh or Inverefk on the eaft; by Newton and Dalkeith on the

fouth eaft ; by Lafwade on the fouth 5 and by Colinton on the fouth
weft, o

| The
* Dalrymple’s Colle&tions, P- 429.
+ Anderfon’s Diplomata, P. XvI,
1 Chartuléry of Newbattle,
§ Seffion Records.
# Nifbet’s Hiftory, Vol. L p- 143

T wf&oantéj" the Parifb of Liberto¥, - 26%

The Village of Kirk Liberton,

The village of Kirk Liberton, is about two miles to the fouth of
Edinburgh, the metropolis. It is {ituated on a rifing floping ground,
and has a commanding and noble profpect. Here is the church, cal-
Yed anciently Capella de Liberton. Tt is nearly in the center of the
parith. It is upwards of three miles diftant from the boundary of
Inverefk or Muffelburgh, and rather more than two from the weft-
ern extremity at Pentland Hills, The farm houfe at the greateft
diftance from the church, is Sommerfide, which is lefs than a mile-
from Dalkeith. The main entry to the church is on: the fouthy un-
der a porch. The fteeple, at the weft end ¥, makes: 2 decent and’
venerable appearance. The fpire or cupola was formerly of wood ;:
in Auguft 1744 it was ftruck with lightening ; it is now of ftone..
The bell here, as the infcription bears, was. made by Henderfon and
Ormifton, 1747. It is far fuperior to: any in the neighbouring,
eountry parithes ; but not at all like the former. - The former was:
heard at Soutra- hill, no lefs than r6-miles diftant.. o

 The Church:of Liberton:

There are two ailes-on: the fouth fide of ‘the church; the Stain=
houfe aile, and Gavin’s-aile. The ground ftory of the former is al-
Totted. for accommodating thofe who belong to the barony of Stain=
houfe. Above this the coalliers of Gilmerton, in 1728, were allow-

- ed-to eret a gallery, upon condition of paying each year a trifling:
- acknowledgment to the feflion. Gavin's aile is fo called from M

Gavin. Nifbet, proprietor of Muirhoufe,, who built it before the year
_ ' 1635

- Khtis {'cvénty_ feet high.
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1631. Though it has a communication with the church, yet it was
only vfed as a burying-place. Near the top of the gabel, is the armo-
rial bearing of Nifbet of that ilk, with a mollet for a difference, and

thefe initials around, M. G. N. The motto, “ Veritas vincit,’
The date is 1632%,

At the eaft end of the churéch were what are-called-the Juggs, an

inftrument ufed for punithing thofe who committed offences either

againft church or flate. The iron ring to which they were append-
~ ed ftill remains.

“There are three ailes on the north fide of the church. The firft
towards the eaft belongs to Mr Baird of Newbyth, in which there is
a very fuperb gallery jutting out towards the area, with an elegant
apartment behind it.  Below, is the burying place of the family, and

' feats

* Below this is ;a‘Iarge.4quadrang1ﬂar-windde, and ‘below the window the following
‘infcription, cut out in a large oblong ftone..

¢ Mr. Gavinus Nifbetus, fibi et fuis pofteris, per aCtum Seflionis hujus Ecclefiae fe-
¢ pulchrum hic pofuit 6. Novembris 1631. Vixit annos 7e. Obiit 22. die menfis: Ju-
¢ nii 1637.
’ -¢¢ Adam, primus homo, damnavit fecula pomo,
¢ Abftulit at damnum filius ipfe Dei;
-« Mors tua, Chrifte, mihi vita eft, victoria regnum,
¢ Labe mea morior, fanguine vivo tuo.
«#¢ Unde fuperbit homo, cujus conceptio culpa
« Nalci poena, labor vita, necefle mori
»¢¢ Nudus ut in mundum veni, fic nudus abiba,
¢« Peccatis Chriftus fit medicina meis.
-¢¢ Vivus adhuc fpero, moriturus forte fub horam:;
.¢¢ Mors etenim certa eft, funeris hora latet.

< Pulvis et umbra fumus. Vivit poft funera virtus.” Hor. !

’
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feats for the tenants:  This aile was built by Sir John Baird of New;f
byth, in 1736, who caufed the arms of the family to be finely cut

out on the northern frontifpiece.

The aile next'to it, isthat of Sir Alexander Gilmour of Craig=
millar. It has an arched roof. It ferves for the burying-place of
the family, and to accommodate the tenants in their attendance on
public worfhip. It has certainly been built'in an early petiod ; but
at what time, I-have not been informed.

‘ Aﬁd'immédiately adjoining to this, on the weft, another aile was
built, in 1724, upon the joint ‘experices of Lord Somervilie and Mt

Thomas Rigg of Morton, Advocate. The upper ftory belongs to

Lord Somerville, and the arms of the famlly are to be feen on the
outﬁde at the entrante on the ﬁalr-head The lower part is the
propcrty -of Mr Rigg of Morton.

‘Niddry Mar(hal has a gallery on the ealt end of the church, eleu:«
ed by his: predeccﬁ'or, Sir John Wauchopc, in 1640 %,

‘ Oppoﬁtc to this, on thé welt, is the galléry of Mottonhall. The
date of its ere&ion 16701,

" Befides Nether Libertoi aile, Sir Alexander Gilmour has a- Iarge

feat in the body of the church, long the property of the Preftons of
Craigmillar, or of that ilk,

The burying-place of Loxd Somerville is in the middle of the
church, oppofite to the pulpit. Aboveé this, thetefore, on the wall,
' Pp A o arg

& Sefiion i{ecor&si } bed.
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are exhibited in flucco, the ufyal enfigas of mortality, and the are

mvori'al_ bearing of the fam-i{y.

In a parallel line with this, is a large piece of board, in which are
recorded, in very conipicuous chara&ers, the feveral donations made
to the poor of the parith.  The largeft of thefe was that chuéathe&
by Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees, Lord Advocate, who died in
1713, This was allowed to run up, and by means of it; without
any afliftance almoft, from thofe who have landed property, the poor
of the parith were fupported in that memorably fevere year, 1783,

The Church, .or Capella de Liberton, very antient,
"Wi]l{aﬂz, Perfona dz Liberton. '

At what time the Church, or C_aypéli_a dé Libert'oh',. as it was an=

tiently called, was founded, I know net. It is probable that it was .-

dedicated to the Virgia Mary, fince there is a well in the neighbour-
hood which goes under her name, for it is called: the Lady’s well,
Arnot, in his hiftory of Edinb_urgh_ ¥, takes' notice,  that the cha-
pel of Liberton with that of Corftorphin, belonged to. the parifh. of
SL..thberts, prfev,iot.ls‘_ to.»v,thc_ ¥ear ‘1124 ; that the chapel of Li-
berton was inftituted before the ufuirpation of Macbeth, ‘which hap-
pened in 1040'; and that the donations in its favour by him, were
conﬁrmed by a éha;tcr from David I This is ‘evident from the
chartulary of Edinburgh +. ~The chapel of Liberton is mentioned
in thfe foundation charter of Holy—tud—houfe, or Domus Sanclae
Crucis, in 1128 : The words are, ** et illa Capella de Libcr:une cum
* duabus bovatis I terrae.” And net only fo, but the tithes and fer-
y'ices due f;om the parith, are exprefsly recited, viz, ** Triginta Car~

*“ rate

* Arnot’s Hift, of Edinb. p. 5. + Chart, of Edinb. Vol. iv, Box 6.
1 Oxgangs. Lo ' ' -
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“ rate de Bufehe, (7. . Brufh-wood) de Libertune, et decima Molen-
“dini de Libertuné *, In the chartulary of Kelfo, in a charter
granted * a Bernardo de Hauden,” in which certain lands, in “ Vil-
“ la de Hauden,” are  béflowed on the church of Kelfo, and the
morks ferving God there, we find William, who is ftiled “ Perfona
“ de Liberton,” a witnefs along with the perfons following, wiz.
“ cum Symone Archidiacano ; R. Abbate de Mailros ; W. Priori de
“ Carra ; H. Capelano Clerico Regis; Johanne Decano ; Johanne
“* de Hunted.” The charter, as the wont was in antient times, has
no date ; -but from thefe words, * pro-falute Dni mei Regis Willi,”
we may juftly infer that it was granted in the reign of William fur-
named the Lyon, At that time; or rather before, “ W. Perfona de
“ Liberton” is mentioned as a witnels in a final agreement betwixt
the Abbot and Convent of Kelfo, * et inter Bernardum de Hauden,”
along with thefe perfons, viz. “ cum Symone Archidiacano ; Ri-
*“chardo (or rather Radulpho) Abbate de Mailrofs ¥ ; W, Prior de

- & Carran; H, Capellano Regis ; ‘Johanne de Huntedun.”

- If there was a parfon, there muft’ have be¢n a- parfonage, and a
church or chapel. Hence, T think, we may certainly conclude, that
the church-or chapel of Liberton exifted in.the ‘r\eign- of William the
Lyon, who died in 1214, or rather two centuries almoft, before thar

epocha.-. . . Lo s
L Sir Thomas Cray, Parfon of Liberton,
Blind .Harry tells us, that one Sir Thormias Gray ‘was parfon of

Liberton, which is prefumed to be Liberton in the county of Edine
Ppz . burgh,

* Foundition Charter of Haly-rud;h‘oufc.‘ S ‘
t Radulph was Abbot of Melrofe, arng 1 t94.-¥Mi{'n’.f Defeription of Me/rq/é. b1
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burgh, in the days of Sir William Wallace ; that he, with Mr John:
Blair, was particularly afliting to that hero, upon a very critical
emergency ; and that afterwards both were ‘engaged in compiling
the hiftory of his life in Latin *,  This fhews they were men of
learning ; and furely they could not be more honourably employed
than in endeavouring fo effetually to hand'down. to pofterity the
atchievements of our greateft patriot. - This was highly worthy of
the clerical charater. We are likewife told, that fuch was the con-
ne@ion between Sir William Wallace and SirfThomas‘Gray; that he
accompanied him in his fecond expedition.to France }. - On.this ac~
count he muft always be reputed, if the author is to be credited, his
particular friend;; and his name and memory revered in every age,,
by the real lavers of their country :

T/Je Patronage of tbe Cburcb of Lzbcrton

' Sir John Maxwell, who was’ ‘fRiled. ¢ Domirius de eodem, pro=
cured the patronage of the church of Liberton, with an acre of land:
contiguous to-the churcb but at: what time we- are not informed.
Thefe he beftowed on. the monaftery; of Ktlwmmng, ¢ pro:falute.

‘ animae fuae, et Agnetis-{ponfae fuae, anno¢ 1367 1.” And this do-

" nation- was ratified by a charter under the great feal of David IL. in
the year 1370 §. How long the patronage of Liberton, with. the
piece of ground juft now named, continued in the poffeflion.of the
Abbey of Kilwinning, we know not.: But at length they devolved
to that of Haly-rud-houfe, as appears from the éreion charter of
the fee of Edinburgh, dated at'Whitehall, September. 29. 1633 [J..*

: . S . S We

* Blind Harry’s Hift, of Wallace, latter part of the rft chap. of the sth book, Edin-
burgh edition, 1758.

+ Ibidem, p. 341. -1 Carta in. Archivis-Regni,.

§ Appendix to Nifbet’s Hiftory, p. 151. '

¥ Keith’s Account of the Scots Bithops, p. 28, &c.
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'We find Mr. John Bothwell of Alhammer or White-kirk, firft
Lord Haly-rud-houfe, had the patronage, rectorfhip, and tithes of
Liberton, with thofe of feveral other parifhes, granted him by patent
and charter at Whitehall, Dec. zo: 1607*  But his fon was obliged.
to refign them, when a bifhopric was ere&ted at Edinburgh.

The Parfon or Minifter of Liberton one of the rwelve P_rebkndqriér.

From the Charter of Ereion it appears, that the parfon or mini-
fler of Liberton was conftituted a member of the chapter,. and one
of the twelve prebendaries, without whofe confent, together with that:
of the Dean, at leaft the greater part of them, nothing of any mo-
ment was to be determined with refpe& to the fee. And it was or~
dained that this preferment fhould :defcend to his fucceffors f.. =

Niddry-Mar/bal Conjunét Patron with the Crows. -

Upon the eftablifiment of Prefbytery at the Revolution, the King-
was confidered as. parron ¢ of the church of Liberton, and has a&ed in
that capacity ever fince patronages were reftored. He is likewife ti-
tular of the titkies of the parith. Mr Wauchope of Niddry-Marflial
is patron of the chapel at Niddry-Marfhal, as is evident:from.a char--
ter under the great feal, granted Feb. 2. 1502, to Archibald Wau-~
chope of Niddry-Marfhal {. It was-ereGted and largely endowed by
his predeceflors ; and this-was.an evidence of the piety of the fami~
ly. About the time of the reformation it was united to the chapel®

or church.of Liberton with all its- emoluments and revenues. Forr
thefa

* Crawford’s Peerage, p. 1835. 186.
+ Keith’s Account of the Scots Bifhops, p, 28. &c:
1 See Appendixz, No..1. Chart. 2.
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thefe reafons, it would appear, that Niddry-Marfhall is conjun& pa-

tron of Liberton with the Crown, and has a right to prefent in hig

turn,

Church Lands or Vicar Acres.

The lands which lie welt and fouth weft from the church, were
Church Lands, and termed Vicar Acres, in which, to the left, is a
" 1ifing ground, that has the name of Kitk-crofs, where probably, in

antient times, a crofs floed. Thefe are called Vicar Acres in Mr
Little of Liberton’s entail, and under that denomination were legally
conveyed by Sir Adam Saunderfon to John Carketill, and from him
or his fucceflors transferred to one of Mr Little’s predeceffors ¥, We
find a charter of confirmation of Dame Janet Paterfon, reli& of the
decealed Alexander Lauder of Blyth, Knight, and John Carketill her
nephew, of the lands of Upper or Over Liberton, dated 16th Fe-
braary 1533 . ’ _ 4 :

Te ABa‘ra'n] of Upper or Over Liberton.

Of all the feveral baronies in the parifh, that of Upper or Over
Liberton is next to the church, and encompaffes it. On this barony
is a good fubftantial houfe, fituated at the fide of a fmall_tiyulet,‘ a=

midft planted trees and inclofures. Nigh this is the village, and what.

 1s cailed the Tower of Upper Liberton. It enjoys a moft agreeable
fituation and commanding view. ~ Its under ftory is arched. It has

battlements quite round the roof. The entry to the principal appart~

ment; was by a ftair on the eaft, where there was a draw-bridge.

The

* Records of the Prefbytery of Edinburgh,  ~
T Records in the Laigh Parliament Houfe, Edinburgh,
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"The barony of Upper Liberton is very conveniently fituated, and
hes clofe together, without any other lands intervening. The man-
fion houfe is juft in the center. - This barony is bounded on the weft
by the hills of Braid, which are really wild and romantic, but agree-
able, from whence there is a moft. extenfive profpe& ; and on the
north by the rivalet called Braid’s-burn, near which there is a well
which has the appellation, as already obferved, of the Lady’s or Virgin
Mary’s well, famous.for its large current, and the falubrity and light-
nefs of its waters. Above this, of old, there was a'wood, and there-
fore it is ftill called the Bank., It has now been cultivated for many
years, and at prefent produces as good grain as any in the country.-
Here there is plenty of marl, and on the fkirts of Braid’s-hills plen-
ty of the beft materials for making roads. '

'The Dalmahoys of that ilk poffeffed Upper Liberton as early as:

the year 1453, and continued in poffeflion of it, at lealt of a- part of

it, for almoft two hundred years. Robert Dalmahoy, ‘with confent
of his wife Janet Robertfon, granted a charter of certain lands in-
Upper Liberton to Thomas Liberton, burgefs in Edinburgh, dated:

Auguft 13th, 1355% Alexander Dalmahoy, by a charter dated

Pecember 15th, 1587, granted a part of this barony to William: -
Little F, burgefs in Edinburgh .- The fucceflors-of this William:
Liule, who were always much efteemed in the city, and had great.
influence, became at length- proprietors of the whole barony. of Up-
per Liberton. Mr Clement Little, Advocate, who was a {on of this.
family, founded the College Library of Edinburgh § The Winrains:
poflefled a: part of this barony before the Littles  were proprietors :f?

' ' the:

* Writings in the cuftody of Mr Little of Liberton:

+ He was Provolt, 1586 and 1591.—drnot’s Hiffory of Edinburgh:
t Records in the Laigh Parlameat Houfe; Edinburgh.

§ Arnot’s Hiftory of Edinburgh, p. 414, -
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‘the whole ®, Tt is called a Ten Pounds and One Merk Land, that

is, Sixteen Merk Land ¥, accbrding to the old valuation, made in
the reign of Alexander III, f.

The Barony of Mortonball.

‘South weflt from the Barony of Upper Liberton is that of Mot-
‘tonhall. Almoft on the boundary betwixkt them, are two fmall tu=
muli, called Caer-Duff Knows. Caer is generally given-to fuch

places where the Romans refided, or left any pieces of workman=

thip§. There are feveral other tumuli near the houfe of Mortori-
‘hall, which owe likewife, it may be prefumed, their original to the
Romans. ' ' '

Faft from Mortonhall are the two Kaims, in which there have
been various fortifications. And thefe are the origin of the names;
“for Kaims, in our old language, fignifies Camps or Fortifications,

At Mortonhall is an elegant and very commodiocus houfe built by

‘the prefent proprietor. It was finithed in 1769. The fycamore, op--

‘pofite to the principal entry and veftible, is moft beautiful while in
‘bloflom, and a great ornament to the building. The houfe is f{ui-
rounded with a variety of ftately trees. The fycamores and elms
-are particularly diftinguithed. ‘The new houfe is nearly on that fide
‘where the -old houfe ftood, which is a fmall ‘eminence or rifing
ground. IHere, in more antient times, ‘'was a fort or ftrong “hold,
and, according to the then mode, was encompafled with water, and

' the

* Regifter of Eitzils, Edinburghy % L.o:19i9# Sterling:
1 Regifter of Entails, Edinburgh. .
-§ Caers, in the old language; fignifies Caftles.
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‘the entry to:it was by a draw-bridge. The gardcn’was fotmerly on

the fouth fide of the houfe, but now on the weft, and, agreeasle to
the prefent fathion, at fome diftance from the houfe, with a circulas

‘pond in the middle. It'is-of an oblong form, well laid cut, and the
“walls on all hands covered with fruit trees. ' '

On the fouth fide of the hills of ‘Braid, which exhibitsa moft pice
turefque view, a variety -of wild fcenery, and many agreeable

'v_valks, is a hollow called Elve’s or Elf’s Kirk, denoting the place

where the ‘fairies affembled. The fairies were confidered to be
the fame as the'nymphs of ‘the groves and hills, celebrated fo much
of old by the poets. It was a prevailing opinion among our ancef-
tors, in the days of Paganifm, that fairy women, or beautiful girls of
a diminutive fize clothed in green, with'loofe dithevelled hair, fre-
quented certain fequeftrated places, and at certain times converfed
with men* Hereisa pretty natural pond-; and here probably in
antient times have been a great many deer. Hence the farm of
Buck-ftaine has its appellation. At-fome diftance below this, near
Mortonhall, is a piece of ground called Kilmorton. This ferves to
inform us, that on this fpot was a Cella or religious houfe ; but there
is.no tradition that I.know concerning it, nor any remains of it to be

fzen.

Direétly weft of Mortonhall, and overtopping the houfe and plan-
tations, is Galach-law . -From thence isa very extenfive profpedt,

- and forv this reafon affords a moft noble fituation for a Belvidere.

Here, as the name imports, were-held, of-old, Courts of Juflice. In

Qgq 1640,

¥ Shaw’s Hiftory of Murray, p. 245, 246.

t+ Galach, in Gaelic, fignifies valour, fortitude. Probably Galach-law had its appels
fation in the days of the Romans:
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1650, before the battle of Dunbar, Galach-law became famous for
the encampment of Oliver Cromwell’s army, which confifted, as Mr
Hume relates, of no lefs than 16,000 men*. The very places where
the tents were pitched, are ftill vifible. A little to the north or north

weft of this, is a fmall quadrangular rampart, in which Oliver and . .

his principal officers encamped for a confiderable time ; and on this

account it ftill goes under the name of Oliver’s Camp. The reft of

the troops were fationed in the ficlds adjoining.

Mortonhall, from _wﬂat has been obferved already, muft have been:

a place of confiderable note, even fo early as the times of the Ro~
mans. It was poffefled by Sir Oliver Sinclair of Roflin, November

1486, as appears from a charter granted to him by James II. ; and,, ’

for a long time after, it continued in that family. It then belonged:
to the barony of Pentland. After the Sinclairs of Roflin, one Mr
Alexander Ellis, for a fhort time, was proprietor of it f. John
Trotter, male reprefentative of Trotter of Catchel-raw and Charter-

hall, purchafed it before the year 1641, and became firft Baron of
Mortonhall. As he was a younger brother, he was bred a mer="

chant, and in that line acquired a large fortune. He was extreme=
ly a&tive and afliduous in bufinefs ; and fuch was his modefly, that,
though he had frequent opportunities, he would never accept of any:
public office either in town or country. He was good and pious,,

and his charity muft have been moft extenfive, as appears from his. -

donations to the college of Edinburgh, and other foundations, He:
lived to the age of eighty eight f. The prefent Laird of Mortons=

- bail is his lineal male defcendant, is the feventh Baron of Morton~

hall;,

* Hume’s Hiftory, Volume II. p. 24..
%+ Seflion Records. .
¥ Douglas’s Baronage, p. 206.
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hall, and of the tenth generation of the family of Trotter of Gatchel-
raw ¥,

The Lands of Morton.

‘Weft from Mortonhall are the lands of Morton, The houfe of
Morton is but indifferent, but the plantations around it are confider-
able, and the profpe@ moft agreeable and extenfive. The Belvidere
‘here is mightily well fituated. Morton is at a due diftance from

Pentland hills, which contribute much to form a charming land-
{cape, '

North weft from Morton is a rampart of a circular or rather of an
‘oval form, interfe@ed by the turnpike road. |

Tt is entire on the Morton fide, but not fo on the others, It has
mot been one of the Roman camps, for they were always quadran-
‘gular, but 2 Roman town. The Roman military way from Burnf-
‘work hill to the north, iffued into two branches at the town of Big- -
‘gar.  The left hand branch went to Cear-ftairs and Cambus-Nethan,
to the famous wall between the two friths of Forth and Clyde, and
at length was carried as far as the Roman arms penetrated : The
other branch proceeded by Linton to the Roman Town juft now
mentioned, and from thence was directed to Cramond; where the
Romans had an important ftation, and whete certain of their thips

~ always attended for furnifhing them with provifions. Another mi~

litary road came f:iom Tiviotdale, or perhaps from the celebrated
wall which the Emperor. Hadrian ere@ed between Caer-Lyle and
New-caftle upon Tyne, and led to this town. '

“ .
Q'q 2 n “ ~ For

¢ Douglas’s Baronage, p. 208,
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For thefe reafons, therefore, this town muft have madé an impor--
tant figure before the Caftle of Edinburgh, fo greatly famed for an-
xt»iquity, exifted, and confequently long before there was any ap-
pearance of the adjoining: city, which is now fo flourifhing and ex—
tenfive, and which has been fo much admired on. account of the:

height and' grandure of its buildings..

From this- Roman town prcbably Morton or Moretown hgd’its
appellation ; for more, in the Celiic or Gaelic language, figniftes
great or larye; that is; the great or large city. '

In the neighbourhood of this, but further fouth weft, on the:
grounds of Comifton, were found; on forming 'the'pub'licroad;-‘un-
“der large heaps of ftones, various:fepulchral flone inclofures, in
which were depofited urns with dead men’s afhes, and divers warlike:
weapons ufed by the Romans. Thefe large heaps of ftones, of
which fome ftill remain,-are called the Cat-ftones; that is, the Battles
ftones;

A little north weft from this, is a ftone obelifk, of above ten feet
high, larger by a great deal than any in this country, ere&ed pro-
bably in memory of fome great Roman, who had fallen in battle ;-
or elfe in memory of fome remarkable victory, obtained by the Ro-
mans over the antient Britons, Piés; or Caledonians. It has Fhev ap»

pellation of the-Caiy-ftone *.

And let it be obferved, that the road here for near a'mile' is exalt-
ly cut out in the very line of the old Roman military way ; and this

was done on gurpofe by the direQion of the late Sir John Clerk of
' - Pennycuick,,

* Maitland’s Hiftory of Edinburgh, p. 507+
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Pennycuick, one of his Majelty’s Barons of Exchequer, that moft
learned. Antiquary. In levelling this road of late, were difcovered fe-
veral ftone coffins, with human bones.

- Morton, therefore, in the days of the Romans, muft have been of
great account.  Sir Oliver Sinclair of Rollin poffefled it at the fame
time he poffefled Mortonhall, and his fucceffors for a long period
were proprietors of both ¥, William Rigg, a Cadet of the family of
Rigg of Caerberry, had the property of Morton in 1630+, His
fon- Thomas fold it to the Porterfields of Comifton.. And from thiem
his fon Mr Thomas Rigg, Advocate, purchafed it in the end of laft
or beginning of the prefeat century. - He-was father of Mr Rigg
late of Morton, who, on account of his fucceffion to the eftate of
Guemielfliiéls, prefixed Home to his original furname. The prefént
proprietor is Mr Peter Rigg of Downfield, the male reprefentative-of’
the family.. : .

The Barony of Brownbilll

South eaft from Morton are the ruins of';he houfe of Brownhill,.
once a place of ftrength. Tt is fituated in a'morafs ; it was {ur-~
rounded with-water, and the accefs to it was only by a draw-bridge;
There i1s a good deal of uncultivated ground- around it ; and no
wonder, the expence cf draining and putting it into order would’

- far exceed any. profits that might thence-arife. However, the barony:

of Brownhill in former times was of confiderable value. Straiton--
hall, Straiton Mill, Bourdeaux, and Phantafy, belonged unto it.

In:

* Chart. in Publicis Archivis.
t Records in the Tithe Office, Edinburgh:
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" In the mains of Bourdeaux there is abundance of lime-ftone.
Here, what is called a draw-kill, was eretted fome years ago, and
.goes on profperoufly,

- 'The barony of Brownhill was poffeffed by the anceftors of Sir
John Henderfon of Fordel, from the year 1508, uxj’lil the civil wars
in the reign of Charles I, as appears from a charter in the public re-
. cords. But it is evident they were proprietors-of it after this period ;

for the family of Newbyth purchafed it from Sir John Henderfon of ~

Fordel, fince the year 1709 ¥, .and they are ftill in poffeflion of it, .

The I.a_nd.f of Straiton,

‘South eaft from the ruins of Brownhill, is'the village of Straiton.
. Here is a well called the Ladie’s Well, and therefore probably, in an-
tient times, ‘dedicated to the Virgin Mary. Some remains of the
manfion houfe fill appear. And, on a riﬁhg ground to the north
weft of the village, one fhould think that there have been fortifica-
tions for fome purpaofe or.other,

‘There was a family of Straiton.of that ilk ‘in the north country,
and they had a charter from David L 1. - Probably there was a fa-
~mily here of the fame appellation ; and it is prefumed, that a great
“many of that furname in the fouth country are defcended from it,

It is certain that the predeceflors of William Straiton, late tenant in-

Straiton, were of old proprietors of at lealt a part of it {. The an-
ceftors of Sir John Headerfon of Fordel poflefled Straiton as carly,
' and

* Regilter of Entails, Edinburgh.
+ Nifbet’s Heraldry, Volume I. p. 63.
1 Records in the Tiths Office, Edinburgh.
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and for as long a time, as they did the barony of Brownhill ¥, In
1666, Robert Denham is mentioned under the title of Fiar T of
Straiton, whofe father John Denham was proprietor of Muirhoufe f.
In the predeceflfor of Mr Johnftone of Straiton purchafed
Straiton from Robert Denham juft now mentioned. Mr Sivewright

.of South-houfe is fuperior of Straiton, and a certaln fum is allowed.
- him upon the acceflion of every new vaffal §,

North from Straiton is the village of Bourdeaux, fo called, per=
haps, by fome of the French who attended Qxeen Mary in her re-
turn to Scotland in 1561, and who happened to take up their refi-

dence here. In this village are feveral feus || held of the family of
Newbyth, '

The Barony of South- houfz,

North eaft from the village of Bourdeaux, 1s s the barony-of South-.
houfe. Here are the ruins of an old Rtately manfion houfe, a large
.garden, and very good ground around it. It is bounded all along o
the fouth eaft by the rivulet which runs through Bourdeaux, and this.
makes it the more agreeable, and greatly enriches the pafture,

Who pofleffed South-houfe in more -antient times, I have not
learned, The Bowmans were propnetors of.it from 1625 until
1638,

* Chart. in Publicis Archivis.
1+ He was called Fiar, who was to fucceed to ‘his Father’s heritage, thhout being-

ebliged to enter as heir.

1 Seffion Records.
§ Regifter of Entails, Edinburgh,
{ Feus is a Scottith law term, which fignifies Fees or Tenures,. by which: certains

lands or tenements ar¢ held. of 2 Zupericr..
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‘1638; and the Robertfons in 1645 and 1646 *. In 1671, asap~
pears from the inicription on-the gate, ‘Wiiliam Stodart, who had
married rlizabech Whyte, -daughter of

~— Whyte merchant in

E__d%nburgh,“hagd the property-of it. - They had an only daughter,
who was married to-Fullerton of Kinnader, who fold it to the grand

-uncle of the.prefent Ar:Sivewright of South-houfe. He had the.

title of Sivewright of Meggatland, and acquired a large-fortune.
“The Lands of Muirboufz.

‘South’ eaft from South-houfe, and ‘immediately adjoining to it,
-on-the other fide of the rivulet, -is Muirhoufe. It was pofleffed, as
-already obferved, by the Nifbets. Afterwards, in 1655, -it became
‘the property of the Denhams. Next, a few years before the Revo-
~lution, it-devolved te:the Humes} ; from whom the late Baron of
‘Mortonhall purchafed it. It has a valuable lime quarry . The
Gilmerton coal-feam runs through it.  Itisall in a manner inclofed.
‘The grounds which lie northweft towards- the rivulet are accounted
aich and fertile, '

"The Barony of Gilmerton.

Almoft dire&tly eaft from Muirhoufe, are the-inclofures, the-gar-
dens, the manfion houfe, and the village of Gilmerton. The man-
fion houfe has a moft excellent fite, and is favoured with a moft
charming and delightful profpe& on all hands. The like is hardly
‘to be feen any where. What is called the Long Walk on the fouth
fide of the houfe, is peculiarly pleafant. At the eaft end of it there

As

" % -Geffion Recordse ' + Ibidetn,
% See Appeundix, No. 2.- :
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is a large arch, and above it a balcony, in order to enlarge and im-
prove the view. It muft be acknowledged that there are not fo ma-
ny plantations nor fo much improvement as could be withed ; and
the reafon is, becaufe the family does not refide there, but at New-
byth in Eaft Lothian,

The village is larger by far than any in the parifh. It contains
755 fouls *. In it are a great many feus, held of the family of New-
byth. It has a wide fireet running from weft to eaft, and that fireet
is interfe@ed by another at right angles, at the eaftern extremity.

The Cave at Gilmerton.

Here is a famous cave dug out of a rock, by one George Pater-
fon a fmith. It was finithed in 1724, after five years hard labour ;
as appears from the infcription on one of the chimney heads. In this
cave are feveral appartments, feveral beds, a fpacious table with a
large punch bowl, all cut out of the rock in the niceft manner.
‘Here there was a forge, with a well and wafhing-houfe. Here
there were feveral windows which communicated- light from above.
The author of this extraordinary piece of workmanthip, after he had
finithed it, lived in it for a long time with his family, and profecut~
ed his bufinefs as a fmith, He died in it about the year 1735. He
was a feuer or feodary, and confequently the cave he formed and
embellithed fo much, and the garden above it, was his own proper-
ty ; and his pofterity enjoyed it for fome time after his deceafe. His

Rr cave

* See Appendixz No. IIL.
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cave for many years was deemed as a great curiofity, and wﬁted by
all the people of fathion *, S

The _Barony of Gilmerton.

The barony of Gilmerton is extenfive, and contains much fertile
ground, particularly towards the fouth, in that farm called the
Grange, which is completely inclofed, properly divided, and weil laid
out. . : B '

Gilmerton has long been famous for lime and coal +. The coal-
work was carried on here fo early as the year 1627 1, A fire en-
gioe has within thefe few years been ere@ed, and it is hoped that
it will continue to anfwer expeQation,-and be a blefling to the neigh-
bouring city, which has fo great a demand for coal. At prefent 54
coalliers are employed befides miners, and thofe who are called
Reads-men,

William-de Morvxlle §, Con&able of Scotland granted the lands of
Gllmarﬁone

* Pennycuick the poet, among his works, has left us an infcription on thc cave, and
it runs thus: :
« Upon the earth, thrives villainy and woe,
¢« But happinefs and I do dwell below ;
¢ My hands hew’d ot this rock into a cell,
« therein, from din of life, I fafely dwell.
% On Jacob’s pillow nightly lies my head,

(3

-

-

My houfe when living, and my grave when dead.
¢ Inlcribe upon it, when P’'m dead and gone,
% Iliv'd and died within my mother’s womb.”

See Appendix, No. II..
-Seffion Records.
He died dnne 1198.—Chronicle f]'/t/rq/

_;—‘

o gk
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Gilmarflone in Mid Lothian, ¢ Eudalpho filio Uthredi, &¢, ante an-
“ pum 1165.” And in that year King Malcolm died ¥,

Afterwards the Herrifes poflefled Gilmerton, and costinued pro-
prietors of it, at leaft a part of i, until April 2. 1503, as appreas from
a charter of that date to Patrick Herris, “ Super terris de Gilmour-
“ tount.”

Sir Walter de Somerveile, ¢ Dominus de Lmton et Carnwath,”’
by marrying Giles, only furviving daughter and heirefs of Sir John
Herris of Gilmerton, procured the half of the lands of Gilmerton.
This happened in 1375 . They continued for many years in the

family of Somerveile.

I find a charter to Archibald Wauchope de Nie‘dr’y-'MercheH,‘
Rr2 ~ - ““ Super

- * Chartulary of Glaf} gow.
+ Records in the Laigh Parliament Houfe, Edinburgh.

Anecdote of Sir Fobn Herris of Gilmerton.

There is a remarkable anecdote handed down to us concerning one of that family,
Sir John Herris of Gilmerton. He underfiood, that a daughter of his had a criminal
intrigue with 2 monk of Newbottle ; and when he was affared that they had made an
affignation to meet in a certain houfe at Grange, being a gentleman of impetuous paf-
fions, he caufed immediately fet fire to the houie; and thus both his daughter and the
monk perithed miferably in the flames. ihis gave fo much offence to the clergy,
whofe power at that time was mighty, that with the greateft difficalty, after all his in-
tereft and that of his friends, he obtained a pardon. And, when he did obrun it, it was.
upon condition of this very difagreeable pennance, thit he {houid ftind for a yeur,
every Sunday and holy-day, in fack clotn and bire-footed, at the principal door of the
chapel of St. Catherines.  This event happened in the reign of Robert L. M. 8.

Penes Lord Somerverle.
+ Nifher's Heraldry, Vol. I p. 104..-
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“ Super duabus terris hufbandiis jacen. in dominio de Gilmerton,”
dated ¢ 2%th Mar, 1503 *. ” 1 find a charter, dated the fame year,
to James Ramfay of Qubithill, *“ Super dimedietate terrarum de
“ Gylmortoun 1.”  And alfo a charter of confirmation, * Gilberto
“ Wauchop ville de Gilmerton,” dated ‘* Dec. 15. 1504 I.”

, Soon after this, the Chrightons of Cranfton-Riddale came to the
-polfeflion of Gilmerton, or obtained a part of it. David Crighton
in 1622 poflefled  Gilmerton ; and this appears from a fepulchral
flone in the burying aile of the family at the church of Liberton.

- In"1630, we find one Mungo Short poflefling a {mall tenement in
Gilmeron §.

Sir John Baird of Newbyth, defcended of a younger {on of -Baird
of Auchmeddan ], one of the Senators of the College of Jullice, pur-
- chafed Gilmerton about the year 1667 from the Crightons, who were

likewife proprictors of Lugton. This we find from the parochial re-
cords.

-

According to the old valuation, the town and lands of Gilmerton

.are cenfidered as a ten pound land {, and the Mams or Mefluage of
-Gilmerton as a ten merk land ++,

The
¢ Records in the Laigh Parliament Houfe, Edinburéh.
+ Ibidem. ' 1§ Ibidem,
§ Records in the Tithe Office Edinburgh,
I| Nifbet’s Heraldry, Vol. L. p. 314. + L.o:16:8 Sterling.

++ Lot rr:1d; Sterling. Regilter of Entails, Edinburgh.
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The Barony of Drum.

Eaft from Gilmerton is Drum, the feat of Lord Somerville, and
for this reafon called Somerville-Houfe. Drum fignifies a rifing
ground, the back or ridge of a hill, and the fituation of the place {uf-
ficiently juftifies the appellation. Here the foreft of Drumfelch,

which denotes a large hill amidft other litde hills, began, and reach-
ed almoft to Haly-rud houfe. This foreft was much frequented in
antient times by our kings and great men for the fake of hunting *
At Drum, in a former period, was a venerable old houfe, built in
1585 by Hugh, feventh Lord Somerville, who married Eleanor
third daughter of George, fifih Lord Seton. The initials Of.. thelr
names are cyphered in a ftone above the gate you firk meet with on
the left hand. (n another ftone, in the weftern end of the weftern

“wing, are cut out the arms of Somerville impaled with thofe of Seton,

Both thefe ftones were taken from the old houfe and placed where

we now fee them.

The fituation of the new houfe is a little eaft from that of the cld.
The front looks to the fouth, and prefents a m‘oﬁ. agreeable land-
fcape. It is all of afhler work, and makes a fine appearance. There
is no fuch houfe in the parith. Here the armorial bearing of the
late Lord Somerville, who built the houfe, is cut out in a fplendid
manner in the upper part, impaled with thofe of his firft lady. lm-
mediately above this, are three vales of an exquifite choice, Along
the whole front, is an handfome baluftrade. The main fair, of late
ereed, is noble, and confequently not unworthy of the edifice. The

veftible i .s elegant, ornamented with a ftatue as big as the life, and
other

* Maitland’s Hiftory of Edinburgh, page 507.
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other decorations, ‘In the drawing-room, in the dining-room, and

other_appa_rtments, which are moft richly furnifhed, are a great ma-
ny pi€tures done by the moft eminent mafters,

- At the head of the ftair leading to the dining-room, is exhibited In
ftucco a coat of arms, confifting of three leopard’s heads, two and one;

and for fupporters, two hounds ; and around all, the tollowing inferip~

tion : “.Sig. Gulielmi Somervil, Dom, de Kernewid, 141.”  This
was the armoria] bearing of William de Ker-newid‘, that is de Carn-
wath, predeceflor of Lqrd Somerville. 'It was iaken from the origi-
/ nal in the college of Glafgow, - Leopards were carried by William

Duke of Normandy, conqueror of England *, And this verifies
what is commouly reported, thay the Somervilles accompanied that
prince in hLis Englith expedition, and came to Scotland in the reign
of St. David, and became proprietors of Carnwath ig Clydfdale, and
Linton in Tiviotdale. Leopard’s heads, two and one, conftituted
the armorial bgaring of the Somervilles before the holy wars ; Bu,
after they engaged and returned, they aflumed, as__théy juftly might,
the crofs croflers, and they flill retain them, S

The gardens are on the weft fide, at fome diftance from the houfe,
There is a large piece of water ftored with different kinds of fifh,
- The pleafure grounds are extenfive, the plantations flourithing,
There are a great many ﬁate)y oaks and fycamores. The beeches,
however, are the m.ofc numerous, and make the beft appearance. A
‘variety of fine walks, a variety of viftos, and avenues, prefent them-

felves on a)] hands, QOnpe is always entertained with forme new_'ob-

j‘e&( At the end of the great avenue leading to the houfe, is fhé
old crofs of Edinburgh, It was removed hither in 1756. It was
’ ' unJuckily-

* Nifbet’s. Heraldry, Volume. I, Page 300i
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unluckily broken in taking it down ; but now we can {carcely obferve

' that any damage had been done 1o it It is of one flone above 20

feet high and 18 inches in diameter, of an o&tagonal form, and or-~
namented with thiftles, the antient badge and enfign of Scotland. )
The avenue, parallel to the principal front of the houfe, is bounded
by a dovecot of an antique figure, on the eaflt, and by three Gothic
arches, the one large, and the two other of 4 lefler fize, on the weft.
The avenue oppofiie to the north front of the houfe is terminated by
an antientlike ftru&ure, on the very fummit of a hill, which is feen
ata great diftance, and adds great fo]emnity and grandeur to the
whole. Danderhall, and what is_done there, prefent a noble view to
the draWing-room and the appartments on that hand..

The bax;opy ‘Of“ D_rumv was a't_..ﬁ‘rﬁ _.ppifé[fed by the He‘rr’i(es, but

_from them, with the half of Gilmerton, it came to the family of

Lord Somervi”e, as already obferved, by Sir Walter de Somerville,
Dom. de Linton et Carnwath, his marrying Giles, only furviving
daughter and heirefs of Sir John Herris, anno 1375. '

Thi_s barony is completely inclofed and properly divided. It con-
tained of old a great many villages, Drum-town, Drum-holm,
Drum-muir, Awalls, Norman-knows, and Tod-hills. It was fa-
mous for a coalliery, and no doubt much coal as well as lime flone
may fill be' found, fince the water which {o much obftru@ed the
vwork’ is now drained, by means of thofe levels which have been
made of late on the north eaft fide. |

The Barony of Gogdtrees, now Moredun,

- North weft from Drum is Goeodtrees, now called Moredun, It
was antiently poffeffed by the Herrifes. ~ Afterwards it cawe to the
family of Lord Somerville, by the marriage before mentioned, toge-
' ' ' ~ ther
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ther with Drum and the half of Gilmerton. Next it belonged to

the Macculiochs *. lt-became at length the property of the Stewarts,
by the marriage of Marrion, only daughter and heirefs of David
Macculloch, of Goodtrees, and widow of Sir John Elliot Advocate,
with Sir James Stewart of Kirkfield and Colinefs, Knight, a mer-
chant in Edinburgh and Lord Provoft of that city anno 1649, and a-
gain in 1659 ; but he was difmiffed at the Reftoration on account of
his adherence to the Covenant.  Sir. James was fecond fon of James
Stewart Baron of Allanton, the eighth generation in defcent from
Sir John Stewart of Bonkyll, who was killed at the battle of Falkirk
anno 1298, and was fecond fon of Alexander; fixth Lord High
Stewart of Scotland. Sir James Stewart of Coltnefs, Goodtress, and
Weftiheii, Baronet, great-grand- fon of the above Sir James of Kirk-
field, in 1755 fold it to Mr M‘Kenzie ‘of Delvin. And from him
Baron Stewart Moncriet purchaled it in 1769, who gave it the ap=
pellation of Moredun, -

The houfe, which is neat and commodious, with the moft part of
the  plantations around it, were, foon after the. Revolution, reared
up by Sir James Stewart of Goodtrees, who was Lord Advocate

from 1692 until 1713, one year excepted T, and who had a princi- -

pal hand in all the tranfa&ions of that very important period. . The
fituation of the houfe refembles thofe in France. The gardens and
plantations are to the fouth. It fronts and is open to the north,
with a full view of Edinburgh, the adjacent country, and the Frith
of Forth, and a large extent of the hills-in Fife and Perthfhire. The

- houfe is moft neatly furnifhed, and greatly ornamented by the pre= -

fent proprietor, Baron Stewart Moncrief,
Almoft

~ * Seffion Records. + Ibidem.

Ao doth every perfon of taﬁe who vxﬁts them
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- Almoft oppolfite to the principal entry and veftible, is a very pretty

yew tree, An avenue of limes runs parallel to the houfe on the

‘north fide, makes a very ihowy appearance in fummer, and aﬂ'ords
Can agreeable covered walk . SR .

_}In the gar‘den nexift-o 'the _houfe,’, is a green-houfe newly erefred.
Around this garden. is-a large gravel walk, with a green terrace to
the fouth, in which, from a certain flation, there is a view of the
Caftle of Craig-Millar, of the Catftle of. Edinburgh, ‘and.of the Tower

and Fortalice of Upper Liberton. On the weft corner, parallel ..

the houfe, is a beautiful artificial mount, on which are two ftately

and majeftic elms. In the garden fouth’ of this, are two hot-houfes;

the eaftern one for pine apples, and that orl "the: weft for. vines. . On

:tbg_,fou,th weft. corner, without the: wall; is.another hot- houfc for

pine apples. In the garden eaft from this, adjoining to the north
wall of the other garden, is a hot-houfe no lefs than two hundred

.and fifty fix feet in length, for peaches and ne@arines. ...And fouth

eaft from this, id the fame garden,’ is another-hot-houfej but much
fmaller, for-early vines.——-Her¢ peaches, and: neQarines, and va=
rious ‘other rich fruits appear-earlier, and in greater perfe&ion, than
any where elfe. The fruit-trees upon the walls are very exuberant,
and make a moft fplendid appearance in the feafon: Nothing can

poflibly exceed it. The greateft order is obferved with refpet to .

the gardens, and every thing is. dire@ed and managed with the ut-
moft exa&nels and propriety. Strangers greatly admire thcm, and

Around the mclofure, Whlch 1s cgnﬁdcrably extenﬁve on the north
fide of the avenue which runs parallel to the houfe, is a gravel walk,
with various covered feats at proper diftances. ' On each fide is a
fhrubbery, which is very agreeable, and has a fine afpe&. On the
eaft fide of this inclofure, upon the wall, are excellent wall fruits.

ST : The
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“The field likewife is diverfified by two furk fences, by various flate-

Iy trees.in different places, as if they *had fallen accidentally from the
‘hand -of Nature ; and, in thelower part, is interfe@ed by a beautiful
winding rivulet. Over it is a handfome timber ‘bridge. On both
fides of ‘the rivulet, dis.a good.deal of pleafuze-ground, which con-
tains a great many éhhrming_v&alks,.a?ndla-variety-df other embellifh-
ments, Here is a Chinefe temple. - Here are diverfe ftatues, which
are .ver,y-.'e}cgant, -and confidered as mafter-pieces of the kind.——In
~viewing even this fpot at.a diftance, .one muft be agreeably .enter-
tained, o E '

In the barony of Moredun there was formerly a noted coalliery, - |

There: were feveral fmall villages, fuch as COUch-a-brae¥head,, Burn-
dide, -and Parkend, -of which at prefent there are no veftiges, -and a
;great many inhabitants, .+ 1 - - :

~ Dame Marion. Maceulloch, Tpoufe of Sir James Stewart of Kirke
field, and ftep-mother of Lord Advocate, mortified 500 merks ¥, for
«educating fome poor dcholars §. - It is preflumed -thefe poor fcholars
tfhould belong to the barony. The intereft .of the above fum is paid
:annually to the fchoolmafter of the parith, from the lands of Good
trees, formerly called Kirkfield, now Moredun. _ '

The Barony of Staiﬁboz{/i’.' ‘

‘Contiguous tq the -baronxyvc:)f ‘Moredun, is that of Stainhoufe., It
was antiently poflefled by the Melvills, We find John Melvill, who
‘was of the family of Carnbie, refigns it in July 7. 1500, in favour of
| ’ g | ~ ~ John

- s \1"1_2-7 i 13 :"61'; Stcrjing;
+ Records of Kirk Seffion,
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John firft Lord Rofs of Halkhead *. Abcn_'xt the year 1740, George'j
Lord Rofs did parcel it out into feveral feodal tenures. What was
due on thefe feodal tenures and the fuperiority, were purchafefi by
the late Lord Somerville, before the year 1769, from the heirs of

the laft Lord Rofs.  The feodaries or feuers, like others who have
landed property, are fubjeCted to every patochial taxation,

"The North Kaimes of old belonged to this barony, as d'xd St. Ka-
therines, The latter confifts juft of 40 acres, [ufficiently inclofed, and

* divided into different fields. From 1711 u~nti-l'17x4, #t was the pro-

perty of one Alexander Brown .. Mr Crawford: of Auchinames
poflefled it for many years. The late proprietor was Mr _Stewaft
from Jamaica, The prefent, Mr Hume from Eaft Florida. He'is
fuperior of North Kaimes and Burnhead, called Weftfield, ‘}Ip: boths N
he has the property of coal and limeftone. ‘ ' '

St. Katherines, Balm-Well, ,ajtd‘ Chapel.

At St. Katherinies is a famous well. Olly fabftances of a black co-
Tour -are édmi_ni]aﬂ‘y floating on the farface.  Thefe are called Petro-
lJeum. Remove as many of them as you pleafe, ftill the fame quan-
tity, it has been obferved, remai«ns. It is called the Balm-Well of St.
Katherine, It was much frequented in antient times, and confider-
ed as a fovereign remedy for feveral cutaneous diftempers. 1t owes
iis origin, it is faid, to a miracle in this manner : St. Katherine had a..-

- commiffion from St, Margaret, confort of Malcolm Canmore, to bring

a qnanti;y of oil from Mount Sinai. In this very place; the ‘.happe'n-’

- €d, by fome accident or other, to lofe a few drops of it, and, on her

Sf2 | earneft

* In Archivis Familiae de Rofs.
1 Seffion Records..
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ea.rn_ef’c {upplication, the well appeared as juft now defcribed. When
King James VI, was in Scorlz.m_\d., in 1617, he went to viﬁt.it ; and
ordered that i-t Ih‘o_u'lc‘i l_ae”fen'ced' in with ftones from bottom t; fo |
an.d that a door axid,_ﬂéjih,ééfc thould be made for it, that pedp}l);’
»:{if;:v:ave ;hc more e?[y :elgcefs unto the oily fubftances which float-
o Roys la, ove, and. M.'_hlcl} w?v,er..e d¢em_cd of ,fq much importance,
yal command being immediately obeyed, the well was great-

nly a-dorned, and continued fo until the year 1650, when Cromwell’s
folvdl.cArs ,nc.)t only d_efa_ced‘ it, but almoft totally- deftroyed it. It was

_ ;Zﬁiﬁ:ie“;jcg:é;ﬁer the R_e(’c_o,_ra_non,_‘ but it _did'_not appear to fuch

Hard by this well a chapel was.ere@ed, and ded’icat:ed to St. Mar=
garet. .,St.' Katherine was buried in the chapel, and the Vplace.wfxcré
hf.:r,bones l\ie is ftill pointed out unto firangers. Some p'erfons‘ et
;allve remember to have feehvfheléhabél ; and it wa;s obfex";)ed thatyh 3
‘who pulled it down was ever afterwards unprofperous, The’ rouns
-aroTJnd it was confecrated for burying. It is confidered as tﬁgce moft
antient place of worthip in .the parith. After -the ‘nunnery at the'

Sheens was founded, the nuns there made an annual folemn pro- -

;ce_moq to this ;:hapel':and well, in honaur of St Katherine *,

A litt‘lc.

* The account which Boecius gives of the well and chapel of St. Katheriﬁc, is I

the following words :

U ,{&b hoc oppido,” Edinburgo, « plus minus ducbus paffuum millibus, fons cui -olei
guttét: innatant, {catturit ea vi, ut fi nihil inde collegeris, nihilo plus con,ﬁuét ; uam(:l
tumvls.autem abftuleris nihilo minus remaneat, Nat;tm efle aiunt cﬂ’"ufo illic olc,o ?i)iva;
Catharinae, quod ad Divam Margaritam, ex Monte Sinai adferebatur. Fidem rei fa-

ciunt, Fonti i inae indi
» Fonti nomen Divae Catharinae inditum, atque in ejufdem honorem facellum jux--

ta, Divae itae j i
_,B i Margarltac Juflu acdificatum. Valet hoc oleum contra varias cutis fcabricies.”
~—Boec. Hift. p. 6. lin. 42—48,
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A Tittle eaft from St. Katherines, is a rifing ground called Prieft-Hill,

which, with fome acres adjoining, formerly belonged to the barony

of Goodtrees.

Southfield,

Faft from this is Southfield, the property of Mr Miller of Dal-
fwinton. It fcarcely amounts to twenty acres. It is completely in-
clofed, and laid out with great talte. The houfe is neat, and render-

ed exceedingly commodious by the additions lately made.

The garden, the ;ﬂantaiions’, and pleafure grounds, merit the ut-
moft applaufe, This every one muft be fenfible of, who vifits them.

All the fine improvements here have been accomplifhed in a very
few years. Southfield was a mere piece of outfield. ground, belong-

ing to the barony of Stainhoufe.
Stainboufe.

Adjoining to Southfield, is the village of Stainhoufe, on both fides
of the rivulet, confifting of a great aumber of inhabitants. On the
north eaft fide is a fine garden, where, a few years ago, there were
only the marks and traces of a lime ftone quarry.

Greenend.,

North eaft from Stainhoufe, is the village of Greenend, in which
a decent houfe was lately built, overlooking the plealure ground of
Moredun. Contiguous to this is the houfe of Greenpark, which

likewife enjoys a very agreeable fite.

Craigs.
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, Craig.ﬁ.

And hard by Greenend, on the north eaft, are the inclofures and

plantations of Mr Peter Inglis, merchant in Edinburgh. The gar-

den evidences much tafte. It is in the form of a crefcent, and all a-
round abounds with fruit trees of the fineft kinds. A handfome and
elegant houfe is juft now rearing up. It fronts to the fouth eaft. It
has a very fplendid portico, with a balcony above it. On each fide
of the portico is a large Venetian window. Here certainly is a fine
fituation for a houfe. The profpe& of the caftle and cxty of Edin~

burgh is moft delightful, and fo is that te the eaftern coaft, The

ground to the fouth, which is bounded by an agreeable rivulet, is rich

and fertile, and the fe‘ era.l plantatlons appear in good order and ve-
ry profperous. .

All the improvements'}.lcre, as well as at Southfield, are but of a
very late date. The moft part of the ground though all inclofed,
was rocky and almoft ufelefs. :

 Nellfield.

Weft from the Craigs, the place now defcribed, is Nellfield. Here
.is a moft agreeable, extenfive, and variegated profpe@. The houfe
is good. The garden is properly laid out, produces the beft forts of
fruits, and is always in good order. There are a good many‘ trees,
conﬁdermg the fmall extent of the ground ; for it confifts only of ten
. acres, Itis completely inclofed. ‘

" Kirklandr,

On the north eaft extremity of the Craigs, are what are called the
Kirklands.
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Kirklands. Thefe were certainly church lands, and belonged to the -
chapel or church of Liberton. Their extent is not much above five
acres. Of late they conftituted part of the barony of Goodtrees.

The Barony of ﬁ'rd};g- Millar and Nether Liberton.

- ‘Contiguous 'to Kirklands, is the barony of Graig-Millar and Ne-

. ‘ther Liberton. The antient manfion houfe was at Craig-Millar, cal-

led by Lelly and Buchannan Crag-Millarium. Its etymology is from
a Gaelic original, for Crazg—mozl—ard fignifies * arock, bare and high,

“ running out into a plain.” And with this the fituation pr0pcrly
correfponds,

Cafle of Oraig-Millar,

~ “This was of old a noted caftle. Itis of a fquare form, and con=-
fifts of a variety of appartments. The great hall is large and fplen=
did, and well lighted, confidering the mode of antient times. Here,
-on the eaft -end, are blazoned the arms of Cockburn of Ormifton,
Congalton of that ilk, Moubray of Barnbougle, and Otterburn of
Redford. With thefe antient families, the Preftons, who were {o
Tong proprictors of Craig-Millar, were nearly connefted. On the -
fouth fide of this hall, is what is called the drawing-room, which is
a handfome enough appartment. It overlooks the orchard and ad-
Jjacent fields. | ' - B

Below this, in the orchard ‘was a well, which is now almoft filled
with rubbith ; ‘from thence.the water was conveyed into the caftle
by means of a machine. The ftair by which you afcend into the
great hall, is large and commodious ; -and indeed none of the ftairs

~ can be faid to be of difficult accefs, as is the cale in many other old

fabrics. ‘The roof is ftill covered with fquare ftones, and there is a
geaie
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‘gentle tapering towards the top. It has been furrounded on-all ﬁdes
with battlements and parapets, and thefe remain as yet pretty entire.
Here we have a moft extenfive view on all hands. Nothing can
poflibly exceed it |

It fronts to the north ; and over one of the doors is carved in ftone

a prefs and a barrel or ton, in allufion to the name of Prefton. A
Barmkyan or thick rampart wall thirty feet high, with parapets and
turrets or watch houfes, encompafs it. The inner court is of
confideiable extent : On the wéft end of which, is a very large build-
ing confifting of feveral very flately apartments. It was built in
1661 by Sir John Gilmour, Lord Prefident of the Court of Seffion,
and for fome time was the manfion houfe of the family. The out-
er court is large and fpacious ; the entry to it is from the caft. On
the weft {ide of this court was erected a Proteftant Prefbyterian meet-
ing houfe, upon the indulgence granted by James ViI.. On the eaft
- was the chapel, and the font and other facred appcndxces are ftill to
be feen ; but is now converted into a ftable.

There is no evidence for afcertaining when this very magmﬁce'lt

caftle was built ; but the Barmkyn or rampart wall, as appears from
the infcription on the gate was built in 1427,

Here John Earl of Mérr a younger brother of James III, was
confined in 1477 *. For fome time it was the refidence of James
V. during his minority, when he left Edmburgh caftle on account
of the plague; and in this caftle the ‘Queen Dowager his mother
‘had, by favour of Lord Erfkine his conftant attendant and guardian,
frequent - interviews with him, whilft the Duke of Albany the go-

vernor,

* Ferrerius, fol. 301.—Lefl, Hift. p. 3¢7.
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vernor, was in France ®, It was 'taken, was much demolithed, and
a great deal of it burned, accordmg to Pitfcottie 1, by the Englifh in

1543

Here Ql-éen Mary chofe to refide, as much as the poffibly could,
after her return from France, in 1561. On that account her French
fervants took up their refidence in the neighbouring village, which,
from that circumftance, had the appellation of Little France : And
the name is ftill retained. -There is a rocm in the caftle which goes
under the name of Queen Mary, for it is faid fhe flept in it ; and it
is always thown to ftrangers. - It is fituated immediately under the
fouth eaft turret, and has a fire place. Butit 'ié not much above fe-
ven feet long 'and‘ﬁve broad, and therefore it could not have been a
bed-room. - '

" The orchard is on: the fouth fide, and immediately adjoining to
the caftle, It confifts of two acres. It was once certainly of great
value. Now there are only a few old fruit trees in it.

On the weﬁ of the orchard isa pond in the form ef the letter P,
in allufion probably to the furname._of the Preftons, who pofleffed it
fo long It has a row of trees on both fides. There are too fmall
iflands in the fouth welt part of it. In each of thefe a hawthorn
trec has been plarted -Oppofite to the pond, a handfome flair-cafe
leads down from what was formerly the bowling green,

“Weft from this is a {mall _in_c}ofu’re wiih trees around it. On the
rifing ground dire&tly weft from this, is fome old planting, with the

veftiges of a large road, and trenches on every hand.” On each fide
of the caftle are tufts of young trees.

Tt | The

# Lefl, Hift. p. 368, il cbttic, P- 330
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- The whole farm of Craig<Millar is in 2 'manner inclofed. The
ground in general is fertile, efpecially towards the eaftern extremity.
Moft of the grain which it produces, yeilds a high price. The mea-
dow on the fouth of Craig-Millar muft in former times have been
very pleafant, for it reached from Little France to Niddry-Marfhal.
A great deal of this is at prefent in tillage, and is much more bene-
ficial to the farmer than if it had continued it its natural {tate,

. In thev-hill ofCraig-MiHar there are feveral quarries of fine free-

ftone, and they may be fuppofed to add confiderably to the year]y
income of the proprietor ; fince they are fo near Edinburgh, and
fince the bmldmgs there are ftill gomg onina very rapid manner.
Craxg -Millar antiently belonged to the Cralg-Mxllars of that ilk ;
for it appears from Haddington’s Colle&tions, that there was a char-
ter of . mortification in. the reign of Alexander H. anno 1212, “A
« lehelmo ﬁlxo Henrici de Craig-Millar,” by which he- gives in
pure and perpetual alms t6 the church and monaftery of Dumferm~
ling ‘* Quendam toftum terre in Craig-Millar, in auftrali parte que
**-ducit :de villa de Niddrief, ad- eccleﬁam de leerton, quem Hen-
‘ ricus de Edmonfton de me tenet.”

Craxg-M;llar afterwards became the property of John de Capella.
Who this Jobn' de Capella was, is uncertain.. Perhaps he had the-

appellation of -John de Capella from the chapel or church of Liber--
ton: But, whoever he was, Sir Symon de Prefton purchafed it from -

him in 1374 ¥, The family of Prefton, as is evident from the pu-~
bhc records, diflinguifhed themfelves long before this period. Afier
thxs, they had the mle often of Craig-Millar, fometimes of Gour-

ton, -

* Chart. in Rotulis Roberti 11,
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toh, as well as of Prefton of that ilk. In the reign-of ]a'mes I

*\Vx]ham of Preﬂoune of Gourton as he is ftiled, had travelled far,

and been at much pains and expence in procuring the arm boue of

St. Giles, which he generoufly beftowed on the church of St. Giles

at Edmburgh For thefe reafons, on his deceafe, the Provoft and

~ Magiftrates of Edinburgh engaged to build over his fepulchre an zule,

to have his creft cut out in a confpicuous manner, with a motto, in-
timating what he had done with fo much zeal and fidelity for the-'

church ; and to caufe his armorial bearing, engraven on matble, t

be put up in three different places of the aile, Beﬁdes, it’ was ex~
prefsly ordered, that his male reprefentatlvc thould have the honour
in all future proceﬁione, to bear _this relict *, Th:s was a {ingular
grant which the family of Preﬁon enJoyed and they retained poﬁ'ef-

fion of it until the Reformauon "The arms of the Preﬁonq are not
ﬁ only in the aile }uﬁ now menhoned ‘but in feveral other places of

the church of St. Giles, which fhows they have been great benefac-
tors to it. A fon of the above William of Preftoune of Gourton,,

called alfo William, was a member of the parhament that -met at E~
dinburgh’ June I. 1478 He is ftiled “ ¢ Dominus de Craig- -Millar .
The Preftons contmued in poﬂeﬂ ion of Craig-Millar. almof’c three

hundred - years ; and during. that perlod they maintained an eminent

) chara&er, were" de’tmnghed by many pubhc marks of refpe& and:
had great mﬂuence in the nelghbounng city. o :

Augu{’t 24.. 156), Sn‘ Symon Preﬁon of Cralg Mxllar and of that

-'11k was recommended by Qqeen Mary, thh her hufband Darnley,.

as a proper perfon to be ele@ed provoft of Edmburgh The recom-

“mendation” was fuccefsful, and the preferment xmmedlately took.

Tt . . place.

B .Siee Appendix, No. IL.
4 Records of Parliaments.
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P]ate *, -We find him Provoft of Edinburgh in 1567, and that the
Queen lodged in his houfe in town the fatal night fhe left the army
at Caer-Berry hill . At the fame time he was a member of the
privy council I. And, as Provoft, he reprefented the city in the Par-
liament held at Edinburgh, the 5th December 1567 §. He fubfcrib=
ed the_aﬂ"ociation which was entered into that.year "

At Cmg-M;lIar, the arms of the Preftons are on the outer gatc,
on the inner gate, on the gate that leads to the bowling green, on
the turret adjoining to it, and-on the eaft front above a fmall door.
Above their arms, on the inner gate, are the arms of Scotland, pro-
bably to thow that the caftle belonged to the ng in time of war,

~or during any tumults and commotions. Sir Charles Prefton of Val-

_' leyﬁeld, is the lirieal male reprefentatxve of thc Preﬁons of Cralg-
Millar, or of that ilk,

| Craxg Mlllar, about the time of the Reﬁoratnon, came to the fami-
ly of Gilmour. “Two fons of that famiily dlﬁmgmfhcd thcmfelvcs
| greatly by their aﬂ'duuy and abxlmes in the law line. One of them
Sir John, ‘before mentioned, was advanéed to be Lord Prcﬁdent of"
the Court of Seffion ; and the other, Andrcw became an eminent
~ counfellor at law, and had alfo the honour of knighthood. The
Prefident had a number-of children, was connie@ed with the beft
families in Scotland, was much regarded in the chara&er of a Judge,

and, w1th refpe& to aﬂ'alrs of State, mlght_]umy be faid to be at the |

hclm for hc was aIWays confulted and h‘ls counfels wcrc much re-

o fpeé’ced
* Kcit.h’s Appendix, p. 106. L 1 Keith’s Hift. p. 402, 409, 410.
1 Whitaker, Yo‘l. L p. 297. ‘ k) Andcrfons Coll. Vol. IL p. 229.

HIbldcm, p 134‘ :
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fpe&ed ® - Sir Alexander Gilmour is the lineal male reptefentative
of the family. He reprefented the county in two Parliaments, as
his father, Sir Charles, did before him, Sir Charles died whilft he

was member of Parliament, at Montpelier in France, anno 1750.

The Inch.

" The family of Gilmour, who refided firft at Craig-Millar, came
afterwards to refide at the Inch, which fignifies an ifland : And in+
deed it well deferves that name. It was antiently encompaffed with
water, and the entry to it was by a draw-bridge. And fometimes,
after very great rains, all the grounds around the houfe are covered .
with water, and on that account all accefs to it is obftructed T. The
Inch Place is called the King’s Inch ; and it belonged to the Abbey of

Haly-rud -houfe, as appears from a charter granted in the fourteenth
year

% The charafter of thefe two brothers, while at the bar, we. have from the celebrat~
ed Sir George M‘Kenzie, their contemporary, in the following words : ¢ Gilmoriorum
« fenior fine ullo juris civilis al_xlho do&iffimus, raro miraculo, dici poterat; ingenio-
¢ que fuo praxin, fori Scoticani j juri etiam Romano aequabat, Illum jura potius ponere
¢ quam de jure refpondere dixiffes ; eique appropinquabant clientes tanquam judici po-
¢ tius quam advocato, Quafi alter etiam Hercules nodofa, et nulla arte propolita clava,
« adverfarios proﬂravnt ; fine rhetorlca cloquens, fine literis doctus.

¢« Gilmoriorum junior vigore potlus quam ftudio orabat. Ille dicendi medum ge-
¢¢ nio fuo adeo confonum educavit, ut quid natura, quid ars dictaflet, vix dllhnbm pote-
e rat: Qua natura enim’produxit adeo polita erant, ut arte limata viderentur. Ingenii

% hujus arbiter nen tyrannus, nunc fenatoria grayitate dictabat, nunc comica facetia lu-

¢t debat;, nunc amplxﬂimam materiam paucis exhauriebat, nunc fterilem infperata foecun-
€ dltatc ditabat. (Laﬁ omnia iis licerent, qui omnia poflunt ! Nemo plus ingenio fuo

¢¢ imperavit, nemio lus indulfit ; junioribus advocatis innata gercrof't’tclem er favens
P s P > J P )

« eorum laudibus fupra omnes eft evettus, pecunia contemptor, famae avarus.”—Nico/-

Sfor's Scottifb Hifforical Library, p. 369, 370
+ This was the cafe in 1760. - And by this meaas the inhabitants of the neighbour-

ing villages fuffered greatly.
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year of James II. ¥, The .houfe’her_e, were it kept in gobd order
is far from being inconfiderable. It is not in the leaft damp, though
it flands low, On the top of a part of the main roof, juft above the

principal door, is a balcony from which you have an agreeable view

of the adjacent country and city. But the defign of it was not fole-
ly for a profped, but to enable the proprietor to defend himfelf more
- effeCtually, and ward off the affaulcs of hfs enemies, The oldeft date
here fs‘1617, and this is above the door juft now mentioned. There

is another date, viz, 1 634, above a’ window in the lower part of the -

houfe, with certain initials, which denote that the Winrams poffefled
it. Thefe Winrams were defcended of the Winrams of Woolfton.

or Witton in Clydfdale, Thejf feemed to be zealous during the ci-"

vil wars on the ﬁd¢ of the covenanters. It i ftrange then, that they
thould have been fo attached to James V11, and followed his fortune
at the Revolution ¥ They not only poffefled the Inch houfe, and the
fields adjoining to it, but the greater part, if not the whole, of the

- lands of Nether Liberton. They were likewife, a¢ already obferved, |

proprietors‘ of a part of Upper or Over Liberton, -

~The garden at the Inch lies on the eaft fide of the ho.u;fe.". ‘I-.vt- ‘co.n:..
fifts of two acres, and is finely fenced on all hands by a high wall,

The principal avenue is. of limes, and looks well. There are agood.
many old flately trees, confifting inoﬁly. of afhes, elms, and fyca- -

. mores. There are only a few oaks,

Welt from the principal avenue, is a rifing ground: called the
King’s hill, It WasAform_erl.-y_ planted with firs, which were demo~
lithed on the windy Saturday 1739. On this account it goes fre-
quently under the name of the Fir-hill. The grafs here is rich, as

18-

* Records in;the_Laig_b Parliameng-, Houfe, Edinburgh..

~ decount of the Parifh of Liberton, ' 133

is always the cafe where firs have grown. There was a defiga to

have the main avenue cut through this hill, The work was begun,

but never executed.

-There are feveral good inclofures around the Inch, and, as they

are near the city, are generally let out to great advantage.

Bridgend.

Faft from the Inch, is the viilage of Bridgend, where James V., e«
re&ted a hunting houfe. It was fituated in the fore’f?c of _Drt.xmfelch,-
fo famous, as already noticed, for hunting. The initlgls of his name,
the arms of Scotland, and betwixt them, the fketch of a huge edifice,
all neatly cut out in flone, were to be feen a few yeas ago on the
gate. They are now placed above the door of a farm .houfe. lately
built. Adjoining to this hunting houfe, which fhows the. ‘plety. of
our antient monarch, was a handfome chapel. A nitch, in which
ftood the ftatue of fome faint, and other facred appurtenances, arf: |
ftill to be feen in it; but this chapel, like that at Craig.-M?Uar, is

converted into-a ftable. .

, _— Quid intaltum nefafti
Liquimus? , Hoxr.

Nether Liberton,

Wevﬁ from the‘ Ihéh,'is the village of Nether Liberton, cqnﬁﬁirig '
of many inhabitants.'__A Ona rocky'riﬁng ground in the middle of
the town, is ereGed a decent crofs. Here is a mill certainly the old-

.. elt in the parifh, the tithes of which, as already obferved, were be-

ftowed by St. David on the Abbey of Haly-rud'-hobufc.‘ :
| \ , | o - Robert
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Robert-the Bruce, in the twentieth year of his reign, grants to the
monaftery of the Blackfriars in Edinburgh, fix merks *, and enjoins
them to be paid out of his mill of Nether Liberton t.

The rivulet Braids burn, rans through the village, and confe-
quently the inhabitants muft be well fupplied with the beft of water.

The Burrow: Moor.

‘Weft from Nether Liberton, is the Burrow Moor, famous of old
for the rendezvoufes of our armies, when we were to engage in war.

"Here James IV, in 1513, reviewed his troops before they fct out for
the fatal field of Flouden §. ' '

On this moor, in the reign of David II. Randolph Earl of Murray
defeated t‘xe young Earl of Namur and his brother, who led a gal-
lant train of knights, and their followers, and were marching to E-
dinburgh .in order to join Edward l11. and the Englﬂh army quarter=-
ed at that time in Perth, * On this moor alfe, April 30. 1571, a par-
ty belonging to Lennox the Regent, and commanded by two of his
Captains, Hume and Ramfay, defeated a detachment fent from the
Caltie by Grange to purfue them, befides a number of volunteers of
the firft rank, from the city, who had efpoufed their caufe §. There
were two engagements : The firft happened at the Powburn, the

: ‘ boundary

* L.0:6:8 Sterling.

t+ Spottifwood on Religious Houles, p- 270. Keith’s edition.

1 Maitland’s Hiftory of Edinburgh, page 178.

§ Lennox’s party, according to foine Hiftorians, confifted of 120 foot, and 3o horfe-
men ; Grange’s, of 150 mufketeers, and 50 pikemen. Among the volunteers on
Grange’s fide, were the Earl of Huntly, the Lords Hume, Coldmghame, and Kilwin-
ning, each of them attended by two horfemen.
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boundary betwixt Liberton and the Weft Kirk, or St. Cuthbert’s
parith. Grange’s men had no chance. They were foon driven
back, with confiderable lofs, as far as the Kirk of the Field, within

* the liberties of the city: But, being joined by a great number of

citizens in arms, they obliged the two captains to make a retreat,
They immediately purfued them, and continued to do fo with great
forwardnefs, until they faced about at a rifing ground in the muir
cailed Loufie Law. They could nort poffibly ‘maintain their ground.
They were thamefully difcomfited a fecond time, and obliged to thel-
ter themfelves in the city, ‘with double the lofs they had formerly
fuftained. The rencounter was commonly called the Battle of Lou-
fie Law. And, {mall and inconfiderable as it was, ‘it introduced a
vigorous war betwixt the two factions, which, without mtermlfﬁon, '

- continued for two full years *,

- The Burrow Moor, where the fcenes juft now mentioned happen-
ed, is at prefent well cultivated, and of much value. At that time
it was full of aged oaks: -And it is obferved, rhat the timber of
which all the wooden houfes in Edinburgh were built was taken

from thence T.. The durablenefs of the timber has been greatly ad-

mired, and often taken notice of in high ftrains of panygeric.

The Burrow Moor belonged to the Nuns of the Siens §. They
had a charter of confirmation granted them by James V. in 1516.
The title of the charter runs thus: * Charta coafirmationis Sorrorum
“ San&ae Katharinae dé Senis fuper moram Edinburgi.”

Uu The

* Crawford of Drumfoy’s Memoirs, page 177. 178.

¥ Maitland’s Hiftory of Edinburgh.

1 So called from St. Katharine of Sienna, an Italian, Spotifwood on Religious
houfes, page 280, Keith’s edition.
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The barony of Nether Liberton and Craig-Mitlar is certainly the:
moft profitable and commodious barony in the whole parith, It
is in the neighbourhood of the metropolis ;; and by this means.

manure may be obtained: without any great expence.. It is almoft

all inclofed, and contains a great deal of very good. ground, It is,.
indeed, interfeGted by four very public roads, which, no doubt, is an.
inconvenience. But, although it extends from Blackford hill to the-
boundaries of Niddry-Machal, yet no-other proprietor comes in to:
interrupt it. The fitnation affords the greateft variety of produ

and of profpe®t; and, for this reafon, it may be confidered. as a.

plealant, as well as a- moft advantageous barony. It was,. however,

formerly far more extenfive ; for Craig Lockhart, Peffer Mill, Cairn-

tous, a great many Jands in Corftorphin, and. divers other tenements,,

belonged unto it.

But, lét it bé-o'bfér‘ved', béfore finifhing what we have to fay con=

cerning this barony,that Sir William Rai‘hfay of Dalhoufie had a.

. grant from David I1. of the lands of Nether Liberton, by a charter

dated the 24th of O&ober, in the year 1369*, How long he, or-

his fucceflors, continued inthefe lands we know not.. Probably one
or other of them fold - them t6 "the Wintams. It is commonly faid;.

- that fome of the Peacock’s who pofleffed Nether Liberton fo long as.

. tenaats, and flourithed once fo much"in,,thatuéapacity, were proprie=
“tors of at leaft a part of it ‘

- The lands of Craig-Millar hold blench of the Crown for a penny t
- only, to be paid ata certain term each year, if demanded on the
ground, in acknowledgement of the fuperi.ority,. ‘ nomine Albae
¢ firmae §. ' ' B
“Cumron,
* Chart. in Archivis Regis Davidis II. |

t One-twelfth of a'penny Sterling.
-1 Regifter of Entails, Edinburgh.
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- Camron, - -

" North from the Inch are the lands of Camron, fo called from their
firuation on a crooked rivulet; for "Camroh, in Gaelic, denocres a
crocked ftream. They are now completely inclofed, and properly
divided. They once belonged to the Preftous of Craig-Millar; next

“to Sir James Hamilton, a fecond fon of the family of'Haddiqg_to'n'*;

afterwards to Sir Robert Murray 1; from whom Sir James Dick of

, Preftonfield purchafed them before the Revolution. He was theel-

deft fon of Alexander of Heugh, fourth fon of Sir William Dick of
Braid, Bart. who was the richeft fubje& in Scotland in his time, He
was a merchant in Edinburgh, and was Lord Provoft of that city in
the years 1638 and 1639. His thips traded to the Baltick_,.’th'e Me-
diterranean, and to the coafts of Holland, France, Spain, and Portu-
gal; but he was ruined by the Covenanters, to whom he advanced
large fums of money, which were never repaid; and he died in

prifon for debt, at Weftminfter, the 1gth of December 1655. In
his petitions to the parliament for repaymen't, he fet forth his great
poverty and neceffity ; but the members, believing that he was pof-
feffed of the fecret of the philofopber’s flone ! replied, that they knew
his neceffity, and that he was able to eat pye-cruff-when others could

only get plain bread,

Sir William Dick had iffue five fons, viz. 1. John, who died be-
fore his father. 2. Sir Andrew of Craighoufe, 3. ‘William of Grange.
Their male lines are extin&. 4. Alexander, whofe fon Jam'es’ was a
merchant in Edinburgh. By his fuccefs in trade he acquired the ex~
tenfive barony of Corftorphin, the barony of Preftonfield, and the

- Uuz | Jarids

* Scotftarvet’s Staggering State, page 71.
4 Seffion Records.
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lands of Camron and Clermifton. He was knighted the 2d of March
1677, by King Charles II. with whom he was in great favour, He
was Lord Provoft of Edinburgh in the years 1682 and 1683, and
was created a Baronet of Scotland, by patent dated the 22d of March
1707, with deftination, failing the heirs male of his own body, * hae-
“ redibus mafculis de corpore Dominae Fanetae Dick, fecundum talliam
“ fatui de Preflonficld haflenus factam.”—He died anno 1728, in his
85th year, leaving his only daughter, Janet, his heirefs, who was
married to Sir William Cuninghame of Caprington, Baronet, to

whom fhe had three fons, viz. 1. Sir John Cuninghame; who fuc-

ceeded his father in the eftate and title of Caprington. . 2. Sir Wil-
liam Dick, who fucceeded to the eftates of Preftonfield, &c. and to
his grandfather’s title of Baronet, in terms of the patent and entailg
but he dying without iffue, anno 1746, was fucceeded by his imme-
diate younger brother, 3. Sir Alexander Dick, then fettled in Eng~
land as a phyfician, and pra&ifing with a celebrity and fuccefs wor-
thy an eleve of the illultrious Boerbaave. - On his fucceflion to the
family honours, he relinquithed the profeffion of.m-edicine, and re-
tired, with patriotifm and dignity,. to his eftate of Preﬁonﬁeld,i near
Edinburgh, where he lived in the conflant exertion of all his facul-
ties, for the promotion of the happinefs and profperity of his family,
his friends, and his country. He was, by repeated unanimous
ele@ions, feven years fuccefiively Prefident of the Royal College
of Phyficians in Edinburgh, an honour to which none has fince at-
tained; and at all the -public meetings of ‘the county and city, &ec.
- the refpet and weight of Sir Alexander’s chara&er had a juft and
confpicuous influence. . His benevolence of heart, his hofpitaliry, and
public fpirit, accompanied with the geatleft and moft amiable man-
“ners, improved by travel, by an elegant  claflical knowledge,. and by
an extenfive correfpondence” with many of the moft learned and emi-
nent charalters of the age, continued undiminithed througheut the

courfe of a long and ufeful life, which he fpent univerfally efteemed
and
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and beloved, and finifhed, without pain, univerfally regretted, on the

“1oth November 178g, in the 83d year of his age.

Quando heu ullum inveniemus parem !

He left behind him two daughters, Janet and Anne, by his firft
lady, Janet, eldeft daughter of Alexander Dick reprefentative of
Craighoufe. By his fecond lady, Mary, eldeft daughter of David
Butler, E{g; of Pembrokefhire, he had three fons, viz. 1. Sir Wil-
liam, his fucceflor. 2. John, bred to the ftudy of the law. And,
3. Robert Keith, And three daughters, 1. Elizabeth, 2. Mary. And,

3. Margaret.

The fifth fon of Sir William Dick of Braid was Lewis; whofe
heir male and reprefentative is Sir John Dick, Bart, comptroller of

the army accounts.

I find, from the chartulary of Kelfo, that Fafter Duddingffon,
which belonged to that monaftery, had a fervitude on the lands of
Camron for peats. And, indeed, certain traces of mofs flill appear
in feveral places of the garden at Common Myre. And let it be
obferved, for the encouragement of improvement, that what was on-
ly wafte ground, and confidered almoft as ufelefs thirty or forty
years ago, is now a fine garden, and abounds in all kinds of vege-
table producions. - This fufficiently verifies what the poet has af-

ferted,

¢ Labor omnia vincit.”—Virg. Geor. i. 145,

The large inclofure at Camron, which is called the Cellar Park,
becaufe a cellar was once kept in. it for the feiling of liquor, is ac~

“counted the oldeft laid down grafs in the parifb, and affords exceed-

ing
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ing good pafture. Here the veftiges of certain fortifications are
wvery confpicuous. They begin at the rivulet, ‘They run on the
weft of the houfe through the Cellar Park ; and, after interfe@ing
the public road, run about a’ furlong to the north ; and from thence
rua eaft to the lake at Duddingflon. 1n this lake were found, of
late, various warlike weapons of. brafs, and human bones, which
were prefented by the late Sir Alexander Dick, the proprietor, to
the Antiquarian Society of Edinburgh. The warer at Camron is
particularly fine. The grounds are intérfected by the rivuler, which

has the name of Clear-burn. It arifes from the hill above Craig-

‘Lockhart, and runs by Egypt and Blackford.

At-Camron, in 1770, was buil; a neat,-and very convenient houfe,
It fronts to the eaft: And oppofite to the front, is'a pond, in the
form of a crefcent. The fite of the new houfe is much higher than

that of the old, and .confequently favoured with a more extenﬁvc
view,

- Peffer- Mill,

Eaft from Camron are the lands of Peffer-Mill, Peffer, in Gaelic,

means an artificial cuf. Here, probably, the rivulet was cut for fome

- purpofe or other ; and this feems to be the reafon of the appellation '

Peffer. Thefe lands confit of the acres be]ongmg to the mill, and
what is called the King’s Meadow. The latter certainly appertained
to the King, whofe name it bears, and. who had a favourite hunting
houfe at Bridgend. It lies on both fides of the rivulet, which, from
Braid, runs by Nether Liberton,” It is very fertile. No doubt, when
it continued in its natural ftate, it exhibited a mighty fine profpett.
The houfe at Peffer- Mill is ftronger, and much thicker in the walls,
than modern houfes, and plainly fhews the tafte of the laft century.

It was built in 1636, by one Edgar, whofe arms, impaled with thofe
' ' of
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of hlS wife, are ftill to be feen above the principal door with the fol-
fowing infcription : ** Quod vult dat Deus. Dum fpiro, fpero.” 'The
houfe of Peffer-Mill, although in a manner encompafled with water,
is far from being damp. The rivulet which pafles the houfe per-

vades the whole improvements of Lord Abercorn ;. and, by a variety

of modes, is made to increafe the beauty of the place. It iflues into.
the fea at the Feegot * whins,

At Peffer-Mill isa bleachfield for g._alife and thread, which em=

ploys a great many hands.

The lands of PeEer-Mxll thrive beft in 3 dry feafon ; and this is-
not the cafe with the country around. They are inclofed. They be-
longed, as before obferved, to the eftate of Cralgr\/hllar and Nether
Liberton. Sir Alexander Gilmour ftill continues fuperior, and has.

| a-confiderable allowance upon- the entry of every new vaflal. Edgar,,

before mentioned, purchaled them from the predeceflors of Sir Alex-
ander Gilmour. They came next to the Ofburns, after that to the-

Alexanders, and from them to Dr Neilfon. The prefent proprietor-
is Major George Ramfay of Whitehill ' "

There 1s a feu, or feo‘dal‘te.nure, belonging to Peffer-Mill, which:
contains a houfe and a garden, it is called Red-houfe,. from one
Dr Red, who was the firft feuer or feodary, who buxlt the houfe,;
and planned and executed the garden,

Cairn-tous, or Kairn-tous.
Eaft from Pefler-Mill is the farm of Cairn-tous.. It derives-its ety-.
mology. from a Gaelic original.  Cairn, or Kairn, in that language;

18..

_'"' Feegot is an Anglo-Saxoen word, which ﬁgnfﬁcs a cow’s ditch.
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is applied to a rocky rifing ground, and tous fignifies the beginning,.
Cairn, or Kairn-tous. that is, the beginning of the rocky rifing
ground. And this etymology feems to be juft, as it borders on Craig-
Millar, It was fold about 1741 to Mr James Davidfon of Halltree.
It is all well inclofed, and properly divided and fubdivided. It is
reckoned very good ground. :

The Barony of Niddry-Mar/fbhal,

Faft from Cairn- tous is the barony and houfe of Niddry-Marfhal.
Niddry, in Gaelic, fignifies the King’s Champion, and denotes. that
it once was the place of his refidence *. It received the appellation
of Niddry-Marthal from the Wauchopes, who, in ancient times,
~were guardians of part of the fouth borders of Scotland, and hence
were denominated Marthals 7. By this means it was diftinguifhed
from Niddry in Eaft Lothian, called Lang-Niddry, and from Niddry-
Seton in Weft Lothian, which, two centuries ago, was the property
of the Setons. |

Niddry-houfe, which exhibits a venerable appearance, was begun
by Sir Francis Wauchope of Niddry-Matfhal, and finithed by his
fon, Sir John, according to the mode of the preceding age. The
initials of the names of both, with thofe of their ladies, are flill to
be feen on the fouth fide of the houfe; and betwixt thefe initials,
the date 1636 is inferted. There is a handfome fcale flair, by which
you afcend into the weft part of the houfe. ~ Above this is a battle-
ment, intended, no doubt, as a means of defeﬁce, as well as for a

view. The drawing-room below is large and fplendid, . It is well
‘ lighted

“# Niadh, in Gaelic, fignifies Champion; Ri, Riogh, fignifies a King.—Shaw’s
Gaelic Ditionary. ’
+ By information of Lord Hailes.
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lighted from the fouth, and ornamented with a varicty of family
pictures. On‘the north-eaflt, a wing was built by the late iaird, and
joined by a colonade to the main houfe, which makes a very impor-
tant addition, and renders the whole much more commodious,

The houfe fronts to the north. From thencé is opened a large
avenue, which has the eaftern Lomond-law for its obje&. The
principal entry to the houfe is from the weft; and it receives great
advantage, in point of profpe@, from the plantations on that hand,
and from the farm_ houfe lately ere@ed, which is far fuperior to any
thmg of the like kind in the nelghbourhood

The C'bapel of dedry Marjbal

The Chapel called Capella de Nudry-Merfchale, ftood at the weft
end of the houfe. Nothing at prefent remains of it, but what is
ufed for the burying place of the famx]y, the entry to which is
now much: omamented but in a very decent manner. It was bunlr,
as dppéars from an infeription on the infide, by Robert Wauchope
of Nnddry -Merchale, 1387 It was dedicated to the Virgin Mary,
and, as is exprefled in the original charter, *“ in honorém fan&e cru-
“cis.” Tt held of Haly-rud-houfe, The clergyman who oHicnated ‘
hene in 1502, was ftiled * Dominus Willielmus Werok,” and, be-
fides other poﬁ'cﬁions and emo]uments had a manfe, an acre of

ground for a glebe, the privilege of having two cows fed in the

‘common paﬂure, and twelve merks * paid him yearly, at the two

ufual terms, from the lands of Pylmuir, in the parifh of Currie,
which, with Revelrig, at that time, and until of late, belonged to the
barony of Nlddry—Matha] t. :
| X x | The
* L. o m-gStchmg o | - '
+ See Appendix, No I. Chart. 2.=~This chapel was dcﬂroyed by a mob from Ed 11
burgh, after they had demolifhed the royal chapel of Holyroodhoufe, anzz 1688,

~
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' . The garden, which is extenfive, and fill further to be extended,
is fituated on the eaft and weft of the houfe. A great many im-~
provements have of late been made. The adjoining rivulet, and
what hath been done there, add great beauty unto the whole,

The burying place of the inhabirants of Niddry-Marthal lies.on

the fouth-weft of the garden. It was formerly around the chapel.
The alteration only took place in 1683.

On the fouth of the inclofures is a large avenue; the profped
from which is bounded, on the one hand, by North Berwick Law,
and the other by the eaftern fummit of Pentland-hills, above Swan=
fton, From this avenue another is cut out, at right angles, to the
north, which fronts Inchkeith, where a royal’ fort was ere@ed in the
reign of Queen Mary; and the ruins of it flill appear, even at this:
diftance. :

The pleafure grounds here are fufficiently extenfive.. A great
' many fingle trees are planted through the inclofures, and form an
agreeable variety. There are a great many fycamores and afhes,
The largelt tree in the parifh is a fycamore, on the north-eaft fide
of the houfe, on the weftern bank of the rivulet *. The fately afh,
in the main entry to the houfe, makes a grand figure. Oppofite to

it is an opening in the garden wall, made on purpofe for a view of it.

The old village of Nxddry-Mar{hal was. ﬁtua.ted on the eaft and’

welt of the houfe, on both fides of the rivulet. The public road
paffed through it. It contained a great many inhabitants §. The
- chief v1llages now are the Mill-town, and what is called Hunter's-

~ hally,

* Jt-is juft fourteen feet and' féven inches in circumference; a. yard above the furfaces.
-]- It contained thxee hundred. families,, three brcwerxes, and fourteen houfcs which:

fold. liquer..
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hall, where they who are engaged in the colliery refide, and where
a fire engine is ere@ing, which, it is hoped, will be fuccefsful. A’
few years ago there were fifty colliers; at prefent only five or fix,
So early as the 1700, the colliery here was confiderable, as appears
from the books. ~ '

Not many years ago, in the grounds belonging to the North |
Mains, were found, in different places, fepulchral flone inclofures,
with human bones of a very large fize,

It appeared, that the feet had been depofited towards the fouth.
And this circumftance muft be a fufficient proof of the antiquity of
the thing : For, ever fince Chriftianity prevailed among us, the heads
of fuch as were buried have been placed towards the weft, and the
feet towards the eaft.

This barony is not very extenﬁve, but the ground j is fertile, TItis -
moftly inclofed, and in many places fuﬂicxently drained; and this is
of great advantage, fince the fituation is rather low, and the {oil for
the moft part wet and marfhy

Eaft from the houfe and plantations, and on the north fide of the
public 'roa('l,“'is a rifing ground, or tumulus, called the Law Know,
where, in more early times, judgment was difpenfed, and where,
probably, certain acknowledgments were made, by thofe who held
of the baron or family. Itis of a circular form: And this is the
cafe with all places of the fame kind. For they were confidered as
emblems of the fun, that great obje& of Druidical worfhip, On
fuch eminences as this, the ancient Druids, who had the fupreme
direttion of all civil and ecclefiaftical matters, fat as judges, énatted
laws, and prefided in the worfhip of their feveral divinities *,

Xx 2 Niddry,

* Shaw’s Hiftory of Mutray, page 243.—24%
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Niddry, feemingly, in more antient times, was pofleffed by the
Niddries of that llk, So late as O&ober 20th 1363, one of that fa-
mily had a part of it, as appears from a charfer cf confirmation of
the fame date, granted by David l1.
“ certis partibus de Niedre Marfhall.”

“ ad Henricum de Nledre, de
The Heriots were once pro-

prietors of Niddry-Marthal, at leaft of a part of it; for they had the

title of Niddry-Marfhal affigned to them. And this appears from a
charter granted by Archibald Earl of Douglas, of the lands of Tra-

broun, to John Heriot, who is called. ** filius et heres: dile&i con-

“ faederati noftri Jacobi de Heriot de Nudrie Marifcel.” The char-
ter is confirmed by Archibald Douglas Earl of ngton, Lord Efdale, -
in 1423. The witnefles are, James Douglas, his brother, and Wil-
liam Seton, fon and heir of John Lord Seton. It is likewife con-

ﬁrmed by James L. in the 19th year of his reign *.

\Vhen or at what period, the Wauchopes became proprietors of
Niddry-Marfchal I know not. It is certain they have been in pof-
feflion of it upwards of four hundred years. They came to Scot-
land, fome fay from England, others afirm, with greater pfobability,_

they came from Fraace, about the year 1062, in the reign of Mal-

colm Canmore. They took up their refidence firft in Wauchope-

dale, in the parith of Hobkirk, and county of Roxburgh. Whilft =

they continued there, they made an eminent figure, and were pre-

ferred, as already obferved to be guardlans and marfhals of a part

of the fouth borders ; and from them the water of Wauchope, Wau-

chope and: Wauchope -dale, had their refpe@ive appellauons‘l‘ “There

is, in the charter cheft of Cuming of Culter §, a tranfuﬂmpt of a char-

ter granted by Alexander LI. to Robert Wauchope, of diverfe lands, ..
¢ tefhbus Alexandro Cuming Comite de Buchane, Roberto de Rofs

¢ intitulato.

* Nifbet’s Heraldry, vol. . pag. 46,.;47,_ + Ibid, pag, 84..

¥ See Appendix, No. L. Chart. x,.
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« intitulato de Suelis, Roberto de Ellemers, Bernardo de Upellais, et
“ Willielmo Olifand apud Vukilbrugh, fexto decimo die O&tobris,
¢ anno regni noftri Scotorum, triceimo tertio.” From this Robert,
or one of his prédeceflors, are defcended, in a lineal male line, the °
lairds of Niddry-Marfhal, the principal family of the name *, It is
ftrange, then, they fhould not have had fupporters to their armorial
bearing, as is the cafe with refpe@ to the chiefs of other families.
They are certainly, in juftice, entitled to them.

Several fons of this family diftinguifhed themfelves greatly by
feats of arms, and arrived at the higheft preferments in the military
line +. This was the cafe, not to mention othér inftances, with re-
fpe& to the Generals John and: Francis Wauchopes, who followed
the fortune of their. mafter; James VII. at the revolution. They
had very high eommands both in the French and Spanifh fervice,,
and all along maintained them. with great honour and reputation..

They were brothers, burt as different as poflibly could be in their re-

fpeQive fates. John, the eldeft, though he was in as many engage=

ments, and in. as much danger, as any officer of his rank, yet he ne-

ver received a wound, orloft-a drop of blood, until he was killed in

the war of Catalonia, where he commanded the foot. But the other
had the misfortune to be wounded almoft in every battle, and fome-

times in a dangerous manner ; but, after all, died in his bed, Gover-

nour of Kayleart in Sardinia, in the Spanifh fervice . Others of
this family obtained great fame in the learned world.

Of this family was Dr Robert Wauchope, Archbifhop of Armagh,

- and Primate of all Ireland. Although. he had the misfortune to be

born.

# Mackenzie’s Lives of the Scottith Writers, vol. 2. page 1_84'.

+ Nifbet’s Heraldry, vol. 1. page 84.

1 Account of the family of Riddel of that Ilk, in Nifbet’s Heraldry, vol. 2.. Ap-
pendix, page 308..
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born blind, yet he arrived at an amazing pitch of learning.- He
taught divinity in the Univerfity of Paris, with the greateft fuccefs

and applaufe. He was employed in the moft important tranfaltions
of the age; and in all of them acquitted himfelf in a very furprifing.

manner.  “ Nam non folum,” as Bithop Leflie exprefles it, * fuis
“ honori, fed exteris admirationi fuit.”  And fo zealous was he in

the difcharge of his facred fun&ion, that, when he vifired his dio- _

cefe, he preached no lefs than three or four times each day, by an
interpreter, to fuch as did not underfiand Englith. And, indeed,
great crowds, on every occafion, attended him *.

Of this family, Iikéwife; was George \leichope, Profeflor of Ci-
vil Law in the Univerfity of Caen in Normandy. Thither he had
been fent by his. parénts, as foon as they obferved his genius, He
made amazing progrefs in his ftudies. He in a fhort time became

~a'maflter; and, though a young man, acquired the greateft glory by -.

teaching. During this he publifhed two treatifes, concerning the

ancient people of Rome, which, were’ much admired at thar period "
for their language and fentiment, and are ftill read with pleafure, .

He flourithed much about the fame time with the Archbithop .

It is well known that this family contributed much, and wa-s‘very

a@tive for the Reformation. Gilbert Wauchope of Niddry- Marthal -
was a member of the parliament that met at Edinburgh in Auguft -

1560, in which the reformed religion was at firft eftablifhed . The
laird of Niddry-Marfhal was 2 member of the parliament that was
held at Edinburgh O&ober 2o, 1519 {, in which a great many good
laws, that ferved to promote a further reformation, were enadted.
. Upon
* Lefl. Hift. Iib. x. p. 489, -

t Mackenzie’s Lives of the Scottith Writers, vol, 2. p. 241, 242,
1 Keith’s Hiftory, page 147,
I Wight’s Inquiry.
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Upon the 27th of December 1591, Archibald Wauchope, junior,
of Niddry-~Marfhal, along with Francis Stewart Earl of Bothwell,
James-Douglas of Spot, Archibald Douglas, fon to William Earl of
Morton, and Mr John Colvil of Strawed, made an attack: on the
palace of Haly-rud-houfe, under the {ilence of the night. They had
about forty or fifty followers. They got into the outer court by a
private paflage : Then they feized the jani'to; of the inner gate, and
forcibly deprived him of the keys. There was not, however, a great

deal of mifchief done. They" foon returned by the fame way they
came. The Duke of Lennox was {uppofed, and upoun good grounds,

to be privy to this very bold enterprife. Eight of thefe engaged on’
this occalion were apprehended the very next day *. Mr Wauchope
efcapéd with the reft, and foon received his Majefty’s pardon, as he
was véry young, and fuppofed to be under the influence of Bothwell,
who was the ring leader, and had contrived, and puthed on, the un-
dertaking, out of reféntment to Maitland, the Chauncellor. And,
had not the Chancellor that night made his elopement, undoubtedly

- he would have fallen a facrifice to his enemies. ;

Sir John Wauchope of Niddry-Marfhal, grandfon, it is prefumed,
of Archibald juft now mentioned, was engaged on the fide of the
Covenanters during the civil wars, and attended the Marquis of Ar-
gyle in feveral of his expeditions T. He was an elder of the church,

“and, by the General Aflembly that met at Edinburgh; July 12. 1648,

appointed a member of their commiffion, to whom very important
matters were recommended and intrufted 1. He appeared, on every
occafion, a zealous aflertor of prefbyterian church government: He
confidered it as beft fuited to the genius and ftate of Scotland. Not-

" withftanding all this, he was a great friend. of Charles I, and, in the .

mofk:
* Moyes’s Memoirs, page 179. 18a.
¥ Guthrie’s Memoirs. ' _
% Adls of the General Affembly, printed 1682..pag. 433..
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moft prudent manner, employed all his intereft and influence for his
reftoration. Upon his deceafe, the family, atier all the zeal and ac-
tivity of their anceftors for the Reformatxon, became Reman Catho-

lics; but this change, as it was owing to an accidental circumflance,
did not continue long.

The Rencounter at Niddry- Edge.

In the neighbourhood of Niddry-Marthal, on the fouth, at a place
called Niddry-Edge, Alexander Lord Hume was defeated by the
Earl of Bothwell, whom we had occafion joft now to mention,
Each of them had a confiderable number of followers. This ren-
- counter happened in April 1594. It was called the Raid of Green-
fide *, and was long remexbered by the common péople.

In lefs civilized times, the inhabitants of- Niddry-Marfhal, as was
~ the cafe through the whole kingdom, had frequent {kirmifhes wich
~ thofe of Edmonfton: In one of whick, it is faid, that theé latter for-

 cibly feized the bell belonging to the chapel of the other, carried it
off, and placed it in the chapel of Edmonftone, where it ftill re-
mains.

Brurgﬂéine, Jometimes called Little G'z'_'lmé"f't:an‘.
North-eaft from Niddry-Marfhal is Bru‘ﬁﬂa‘in'e, fometinies called

Little Gilmerton, but for what reafon I know not: But from' this
quarter there is no accefs to it, as formerly, though it is in the’ pa-

rith of Liberton. The only entry to it now is from the Duddmg- :

fton fide, along a fpacious avenue. The houfe is largé, and contains
various elegant apartments. The main part of it was built by John,
' Earl,

* Maitland’s Hiftery of Scetland.
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Earl, and afterwards Duke of Lauderdale, in 1639, as appears from:
the date, and his coat of arms impaled with thofe of his lady, which.
directly prefent themfelves: when you enter. From:_time to time,.
divers additions were made to the houfe,

Around the houfe there are many old trees. The garden, which:
contains more than three acres, is on the eaft, and at fome diftance
from the houfe. It is encompaffed with a high wall. It is of an
oblong form. In it_'are'lﬁi'll a’‘great” many fruit trees. A fine walk
reaches from weft to eaft. Towards the eaftern extremity, is a pond
on each hand. At the further end of the fouth pond, on an artifi-
cial mount, is a fummer-houfe. Above the door is neatly carved
the armorial bearing of Fletcher of Salton. On the north fide of the
garden is a pretty circular mount, about.ghe circumference of which.
theré has been a broad gravel walk. It was formerly furrounded
with water; and there could be no accefs toit, except by a boat

er a bridge.

The lands of Brunftaine are not extenlive, but are perfe@ly well
inclofed, and-properly divided. The north-welt park is bifeGted by
a rivulet; and this rivulet, by the height and verdure of its banks,
makes a fine appearance. Here, formerly, were a great many houfes.
and cottages, and a great many inhabitants. Hére,. formerly, were
barracks, but now not the {malleft veftiges of any of them remain.
Nigh where -they were, on the fide of the rivulet that is next to
Duddingfton, a fire-engine is ere&ted, and is fuccefsful.

At prefent, and for many years paft, all the grounds-about Brun-
flaine have been applied to pafturage. There are many deer; and’
thefe noble creatures thiive well, and, in good weather, afford fpec-
tators much pleafure by their feeding, and bounding about with their

young.
Yy : ‘I.:s

%
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It is probable that Brunflaine was once the property of the Wag.
c}mpes of Niddry-Marl"Bal, and conftituted a paxjt of their barony.
In the middle of the lap ceatury it was poffefled by the family of
Lauderdale, next by Sir John Hume, and afierwards by Andrew.
Fletcher of Miltop and Salton, one of the Senators of the EJO”G?C of
]{}ﬂice, and for fome time Lord Juftice Clerk : . And, from the ‘fleirs
of Lord Milton, the Farl of Abercorn purchafed it in 1778, or 1779,

Having thus given an account of the feveral baronies and pro-
prictors of Liberton, I proceed next to thofe of the ‘clerical order. -

Tbe Minflers of Liberton,

I. have had no information concerning any that alted in that ca-
pacny.b.efor‘e the Reformation, excepting the three before mention-
ed, Willtam, ftiled Perfona de Liberton, Sir Thomas Gray, and Wil-

Ii?m Werok, the clergyman who officiated at the chapel of Niddry-
Marfhal, " ' . , . ,

I. The firft minifter we find, after the Reformation, at Liberton
was Mr Thomas Cranflon, Hjs ftipend was only two hundred
merks *. - He entered 1o kis ftipend Lammas 1569. Here he was

- but a very thort while. ie was tranflated to Peebles Whitfunday
1570. ft appears, that the church of Liberton, at that time, belong—
ed to Haly- rud-houfe, " Before My Cranfton came to Liberton, he
was minifter of Borthwick T o :

2, The

* Two hundred merks; or elever na il
d nerks; or eleven pounds twe fh)llmgs and twopence eight-twelfths

" .
ritng, at that period, would hav ured el i i
B8, at that period, would have procyre: e'ght times as much of the neceflaries of

as the fame fum would do at prefent: Ho that My Thoma

Ste
life :
. - s Cranfton’s ftipend may
ve confidered as eguivalent :0 ene of eighty-eich )

» ! t pounds feventeen fhillings and nine-
pence eight-twelfihs Steriing, in thefe days. ‘ ' '

RIS i the Ao oL : :
T ades in the Advoeates Library, Edmburgh.
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2. The next was Mr Jobn Davidfon, He was minifier here n
1581, 1582, 1583, and 1584. He was a great high-flyer; a fan-
guine champion for Prefbytery in its moft rigorous fenfe ; and there-
fore, on every occafion, inveighed with much virulency againft tlie

King and court. He intimated, in his pulpit, the fentence of excom-

munication againft Monfgomery Archbithop of Glafgow, becaufe he

“would not renounce the office, to which he had been fo lately ad-

vanced *. In 1584, from an idea that he would be forcibly feized, -
as being concerned in the attack which had been lately made on the
town and caftle of Stirling,‘ he firft abfconded, and afterwards fled,
before any formal charge was brought againft him +. It is doubted
whether he returned to his fun&ion at Liberton: For we find him
minifter of Preftonpans, or Saltpahs, in 1596 1. In both places he
was accounted a prophet, or extraordinary perfon, by the ignorant
and more bigotted fort. He is even mentioned by Fleming, in his-
Treatife concerning the Fulfilling of the Scriptures, as a faint, and
as a perfon of a particular and eminent charafer. He afpired to
be a minifter of Edinburgh, and was greatly chagrined upon the dii-
appointment . He wanted much to be reconciled to the King,
whom he had fo often offended. On this account he waited on him.
as he pafled Prefionpans, in his way to.England, in 1603; but he
was moft miferably difappointed ; for his Majefty took not the lealt.

- notice of him.

3- Mr John Adamfon was minifter of Liberton in 1616, when:
the fouthern gate of the church-yard was ereted. - He was a mem-
ber of the General Aflembly, which mer that year at Aberdeen. He
was one of the committee who were appointed to draw up a form
of litufgy., and a proper catechifm for children, and the lower

Yy 2 A , rank..

* Spottifwood’s Hiftory. T Moy(e’s Memoirs, page go.
I Calderwood’s Hiftory.. Il. Spottifwood’s Hiftory,.
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rank *, How long he continued clergyman at Liberton I cannot

“tell: But from thence he was tranflated to Edinburgh, and after- .

‘wards made Principal of the College. He was a member of the
- ‘General Affembly that convened at Glafgow November 21, 1638,
and at that time was Principal of the College of Edinburght.~ He
was accounted a man of learning. His name is ftill to be feen on
the manfe or parfonage-houfe, but the date is obfcure,

4. Mr John Cranflon was minifter of Liberton in 1625, 1626,
:and 1627 1.

5. Mr Andrew Learmonth was minifter of Liberton from 1629
until 1636 §. We find him, December 1. 1630, appearing before
the Commiffioners of the Tithes, and, in reply to certain .queries
:e:_:hibitued’by them, giving an account of his ftipend, which confifted
Jjuft of feventeen bolls of barley, fixteen bolls and a half boll of
wheat, five chalders.and four bolls of -oats, and two hundred merks
.of vicarage . On this occafion he declared, he never madc any
‘year of his money ftipend a hundred pounds **,

6. Mr Archibald Newton was ordained minifter of Duddingfton,
and continued there four years. He was tranflated to Liberton
‘May 19. 1639 T1. During his adminiftration, the covenant was re~
newed at Liberton in a folemn manner, and {ubfcribed by all ranks f1.
He died June 2. 1657 [[[l..

7. Mr
» Calderwood’s Hiftory, - '+ Stevenfon’s Hiftory, vol. 2. page 475-
1 Records of the Kirk Seffion. § Ibid. I L.rrza:2g Sterl
** 1. 8:6:8 Sterling.—Records in the Tithe Office, Edinburgh.
+t Records of the Kirk Seflion. 11 Ibid.

Il We have a fhort account of his parentage, life, and charater, from the infcrip-
tion on the monument that was-erefted to his micmory in the church-yard of Libers

ton, [tdisas followss
¢ Reverendus

.concerned in'it to be pillored in Edinburgh and at Liberton
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%, Mr Andrew Cant was admitted minifter of Liberton, March 1o,
1659 ¥, April 9. 1673, he'had 2 prefentation to be minifter of the

‘College Church of Edinburgh, from the Provoft and Magiftrates of
the city: In confequence of which, the tranflation took -place the

13th July immediately following +.- April 12, 1683, hé was Prin-
cipal of the College of Edinburgh I. :

8. O&ober 14. 1674, Mr Ninian Paterfon, a native of Glafgow, was

.ordained minifter of Liberton. A riot happened at his ordination.

‘On that account, the Privy Council ordered the principal perfons
l. He
ferved the cure at leaft for five years§. He diftinguithed himfelf
.greatly by his genius in Latin poetry. He wrdte eight books of

“Epigrams, and paraphrafed no lefs than fifty of the Pfalms of Da-

wid. ‘They are accounted elegant **. - :
‘ 9. To

"¢ Reverendus dominus Archibaldus Newtonus, honettis 'pareﬁ‘fibus, et liberali infti-
‘¢ tutione domi felix ; poftea imbelli corpufculo, carceris fqualore ac malis apud purio=
«¢ ris religionis hoftes foris, attrito in patriam redux ingenio et eloquentia fic claruit ut:
¢¢ primum Duddingftoniae annos 4, et deinde 18 Libértoniae Paftor utrobique in mu-
¢ tuo gregis amore, religionis et Regii dignitatis conftins affertor. Anima tandem
¢ 2 Junii 1657 in coelos migravit, et corporis exuvias in piorum refurreftionem hic
< recondi voluit.” .

* Records of Kirk Séff. © 4 Records of Edinburgh. 1 Records of Kirk Seffl
I Woodrow’s Hiftory, vol. 1. page 382. § Records of the Kirk Seffion.

** John Baird of Newbyth, afterwards Sir John, one of the Senators of the Col-
ege of Jultice, who had a confiderable landed property in the parith, in praife of his
-performances, has compofed the following epigram:

Johannes Baird de Newbaith Niniano Paterfono S;
Perlegi eximios oculis animogque libellos,
Ingenii admirans flumina facra tui.

Judice me, vigilem redolent operofa lucernany
Sparfa, et odorais pictaque cuntla rofis.

Ut qui fuccedens doctis penetralibus holpes,
Aonidumqee hortos, Helperidumque putet.

in
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9: To Mr Ninian Paterfon fucceeded Mr Robert Farquhar, who,
April 12. 1683, was tranflated to Liberton from Cullen in Boyne.
He died in March 1687 *

10. To Mf Robert Fafquhar fucceeded Mr Alexander Cuming;
who continued for a few months after the Revolution. He preach-

ed his farewell fermon May 19. 1689 7.

11. Mr James Webfter had for fome time officiated in the meet-

~ ing-houfe at Craig-Millar, ere€ed upon the indulgence of James VLI,

~ Sunday May 29. 1689, he preached his firft fermon in the church

of Liberton, as minifter of the parith . He was foon tranflated to
White-kirk in Eaft Lothian, and from thence to Edinburgh.

12, To Mr Webfter fucceeded Mr Gideon Jaque, who came from
Ireland. He was minifter of Liberton, OGober 16. 1692 . Here
*he did not continue many years. He went to England.

13. Mr Samuel Seinplé was ordained minifter of Lib¢rton-, Au-
guft 31. 1697 He poflefled the charge upwards of 44 years. He
died Januvary 7. 1742. '

14. Dr John Jardine, July 30. 1741, was ordained affiftant and
* fucceffor to Mr Semple, by a mandate from the King. On the 6th
of December 1750, he was tranflated to Lady Yeﬁers Church in

Edmburgh
15. Mr

In thefe- eulogiums; Sir John. is joined' by feveral othiers of the poetic tribe, who-
* flourithed at that time.—Poetarum Scotorum Mufae Sacrae, P. xiv, xv. xvi. xyii. da.

Dodtis quibefdam Variorum Teitimonia. :
* Records of the Kirk Seffion. ' - +- Ibid...
1 Ibid,. I, Ioid,.
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15. Mr David Moubray, May 28. 1751. was tranflated from
Currie to Liberton. Here he ferved the cure only four months and
a few days, as appears from the ftately monument ere@ed to his
memory. ‘ | |

16, Mr Thomas Whvyte was ordained minifter of Liberton; Au-
guflt 20, 1752, He is the fixth incumbent from the Revolutxon,

~and the ﬁxteemh from the Reformation.

 The Stz';ﬁend of Liberton,

‘The ftipend of Liberton is juft twenty-one bolls, three firlots, aitd
two pecks and a half of wheat, fifty bolls of barley, fixty-threé bolls
of cats, and L. 23: 11: 3¢ Sterling of money, or vicaragé ®*. There
has been no augmentation fince the year 1710. At that time an ad-
dition was granted of L. 10 Sterling, which had the appellation of
Prebend’s Fee; and it was allocated on the eftate of Newbyth. No-
thing is allowed for communion elements. The glebe is very in-
confiderable: More than the half of it is almoft a mile from the
manfe or parfonage-houfe, This is a great inconvenience, and at-
tended with much expence.

The Titkes of Liberton.

The total of the tithes of Liberton, according to the valuation
made in 1630, amounted to fifty-two chalders, three bolls, three
firlots, three-fourths of a peck, and one-fifth of the fourth part of a
peck of viGual . If this was the valuation of the tithes of the pa-
rith in that period, certamly their real valuation at prefeat, were
tney entire, muft be ten timies as much, |

Tbe

* Sce Appendix. No. V. 4 Ibid. Ne. VL
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The Schoolmafler’s Salary.

The fchoolmafter of Liberton has a legal falary. It is about twe:
hundred merks ¥, He has befides torty merks yearly from the fef-
fion, as fefion-clerk 1 ; and twenty-five merks, as was noticed,. from:
the lands of Moredun §. To be fure, the perquifites of fuch a pa-
rith as Liberton muft be confiderable; and there is always a chance:
for a good fchool ; but fill the encouragement cannot be faid to be:
great, as the value of things, of late, is fo. very much altered.

~ Befides the public, ‘there-are private: fchools in different places of .
the parifh, for teaching Englifh, arithmetic, and writing, He that

teaches at Nether Liberton has a free houfe, and a fmall annual fa-
lary from the family of Craig-Millar. He is obliged to.teach; gra~
tis, the poor children belonging.to the barony.

Number of Souls in Liberton Parifli.

The parifh of Liberton is large ||, and more .populous than any
other country parifh in the prefbytery, the parith of St. Cuthbert’s,
or Weflt Kirk, excepted. It contains three thoufand four hundred:

and.

* Tleven pounds two ﬂiillihgs and twopence e?ght-twelfthé Sterling,.
+ Two pounds four fhillings and fivepence four-twelfths Sterling.
-1 One pound feven fhillings and ninepence four-twelfths Sterling.

i It appears from levving the tax. impofed by act of parliament for maintaining and’

repairing the feveral bye-roads, that there are ninety-two. plowgates in the parifh : Now,
2 plowgate is {fuppofed to contain. forty-five {tatute acres. According to this computa-
tion, the arable ground amounts to 4140 ftatute acres. 'What is planted is not fub-~

jeCted to the tax ; and, certainly, there mult be a great number of acres that come un~

der that denominatien.. This we muft be convinced of, when we confider the planta-

tions, vlrcady mentioned, around the gentiemens houfes.
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and fifty-feven fouls *, * The inhabitants feem to be on the increafe,
- on account of the lime-works, and the colliery, at Gilmerton. But
ftill there are but few feQaries, A great many, it is to be regreted,
are luke-warm, and indifferent, or rather feem to have no religion at

all.
- Cbrifienings, Burials, and Marriages.

In Liberton, each year, ata medium, there -are a hundred and
eight chrlﬁcmngs elghty-elght burlals, and twenty mamages 1‘

Funds far Suppartmg the Poor. -

No doubt there muf’c be a great many poor in fuch a large dnﬁna: :
as that of Liberton ; but the funds for fupportmg them are far from -
being inconfiderable, . For many years paft, the colle&rons, at a me-
dium, have amouated to forty-two pounds Sterling per annum ; the
mort-cloths to twenty-two pounds; the feats in the church be=
longing to the poor, ‘eight pounds ten fhillings; the rents of the
houfes and gardens belonging to the peor, thirteen pounds feven
fhillings and fourpence, But for thefe houfes and gardens there is
paid every year, to Mr Litde of Liberton, a fmall feu, or feodal du=
ty f. <It muft be acknowledged, not a great deal can be made of -
properties of this kind, fo many reparations are deemed necéﬂ'ary:
To all which, we may add the feu, or feodal duty, paid annually for
the colliers gallery, which is only three fhillings and fourpence Ster-
ling. The whole, then, Mr Little’s feu, or feodal duty, fubtra'&ed
amounts, at a medium, to elghty—four pounds ﬁxtecn fhillings and

' Zz .. - cight-

* See Appendix, No. IIl. ‘ 4 Ibid. No. VII. .
1 It confifts of one boll and one peck of barley, two hens, at exght pence each, and
eight merks §.

§ Eight fhillings and tenp ence eight-twelfths Sterling.
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e;ght pence Sterling, = Each year it is expended. Befides this, five
pounds Sterling, the intereft of what Mr Watfon, clerk to the fignet,
left, is yearly diftributed to the diftrefled and langmﬂnng, in terms
of the will, )

But, further, forty pounds Sterling is beftowed every Chriftmas,
by the direcion of thofe whe have landed property, on certain poor
labourers, whofe work is moftly without doors, and who, on that
account; may be prevented, or retarded ia wotkiang, by the feverity
and inclemeacy of the feafon. - By the deflination of the donor,
‘none are to have more than five pounds Sterling, and none lefs than
fifty thillings per annum. The magiftrates of Edinburgh are appoint-
ed the truftees ; and every year, before Chrifimas, a lift of the feve-
ral perfons, their age, and fex, who are degmed praper obje@s of this
charity, is. prefented unto them., This was' the donation of one
Commodore Alexander Horn, who, it is faid, was a native of Nether
Liberton, He rofe, from a very low fituation, to the rank of a
Commodore. He always remembersed. the place: of his nativity ;
and chofe by this method to evidenge it. He felt, -with Ovid,

Nefcio qua natale folum. dulcedine cun&‘dg
Ducxt, et unmemores non-finit effe fuk
Qv Ep. lib. i. lin. 35 36

Nothing could be tﬁore laudable than this condu& of the Commo-~

dore; and, for this reafon, every well dxfpofed perfon muft approve .

of him, and revere his memory.

Such are the- funds which the parifh of Liberton have for fup-
porting thofe that are difabled from working. And, certainly, there
is no place in which the: poorer fort; who are able, or inclined to-
‘work,. meet with more encouragement. Not to mention, the draw-

- kit
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kill at Bourdeaux ; not to mention the collieries; not to mention
thofe who are employed at the public roads, of thofe whom the far-
mers are obliged continually to employ, the quarries, the lime-kills,
afford work to great numbers ; and many alo earn their bread by
driving carts, and by this means live decently, and become indepen-
dent *.  Add the late very rapid increafe of the city of Edioburgh
greatly mcreafes thc encouragement of all,

There are no r’ive‘rs" id the p’ar'i[h: There are oily two rivuléts of
any note. The northern one rifes at Pentland-hills, and from thence
runs by Dreghorn, Redford, Braid, Nether Liberton; Peffer- Mill,
and at length after various windings, as has been:already obferved,
through the inclofures of Lord Abeércorn, pays its tribite to the Frith

- at'the Feegot Whins. ~The othef, alfo, fakes its origin from- Pent-
, ]and hlﬂs, holds xts courfe by the morafs above Straxton—MnI] by"

wards d:fcharges itfelf mto the fea at Magdalcne—bndge below
Hrunﬁaxne._ Thefe rivulets, _fmall as they are, fupply 0o lefs than
elgEt milfs, Beﬁdes the b]eachﬁe]d at Peﬁ'er-Mxll The plam betwixt
the Dams arid Nether leerton w0u1d aﬁ’orcf a ﬁue f ite for a bleach-
ﬁe]d The water therc is partlcular]y good, and it would be_]uﬁ a
due diffance from the metropolis. v

Liberton

* There are bo fewér than one hundred and thirty-one in the parifh, whofe bread,
and that of their. families, . dcpcnd mainly on the driving of carts. They have of late’
cntered into a. Socxety, and obfcgvc an :mnual proceﬂion There are not nearly fo.
many ifi any ofher lme of occupauon For mftance, only about thirty farmers of any’
note; twelve fmiths ; fourtcen’ mafons} feventcen weavets; twelve taylors.— A great
many. of -the females . are employed.in wathing of clothes;. and. find their.advantage in:
it. .“This is particularly the cafe at Nether Liberton, Liberton-Dams, Bourdeaux,
Broken bndge, and Stginhoufe, where they are favoured with the be& of water.

Zz3a ‘ :



364 Account of the Parifb of Liberton.

. Liberton Parijb Fruatful,

‘The grounds qf Liberton, i[‘l. geﬁeral,- independent,of thé advan-.

tages of manure from the city, are as fruitful as any in the neigh-
bourhood, and fome of them more fo; an inftance of which we have
in 1597. Onein leerton called Douglas, even in that ear]y pe-
riod, did fow ten pecks of barley, and had in-return thirty-one
threaves ; and each threave produced a boll and a peck *.

Liberton a Healthy Situation,

- Liberton was always accounted a very healthful fituation. It is
invariably reported, that it was not in the leaft infe@ed with the

plague, the laft time it appeared in Scotland, in 1645, ‘This Waév
1mputed to the influence of the lime and lime-kills. A great many-

have arrived, and ftill arrive, at very great ages. Some years ago,
agues prevailed very much in the barony of Nxddry-Marlhal but
not at prefent.” The water and damps, which it is fuppofed occa-~
fioned them, are. now removed by means of the coal-work. The

children, in the main, are firong and well made, and very feldom
affeted with the itch, and fuch like eruptions, which fo often ap-

pear in other places,
Obclijk.r Sill remaining.

There are ftill four obelifks remaining in the parith. One of them
ftands a little weft from the burying-place of the barony:of' Niddry-
Marfhal : Another of. them weft from the hill of Cralg-Mxllar, on

the eaftern part of the minifter’s glebe ; and this is by far the largeft, .

and moft entire. It is called the Standing-Stane,. A third ftands at

| the

* Birrel’s Diary.
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the village of Nether Liberton ; and the fourth, on the rifing ground
fouth-weft from Morton-Hall. Under thefe obelifks, probably,
have been buried certain eminent perfonages; or elfe, ‘they have

_been ere@ed to perpetuate fome very {ignal occurrences.

The Oldeft Surnames.

The oldeft furnames in the panfh are, the Veltches, Ewarts, Her-
riots, Tweedies, Peacocks, Werocks, Grays, Straitons, Richardfons,
Blaikies, Handyﬂdes, Frchifons, and Mitchells.- The Mitchells, it is
faid, have pofleffed the farm of Morton, at leaft a part of it, for fome

- centuries. It is certain that they have been tenants there as far back
" as our parochial records reach; but thefe extend no further than the

year 1624,

- The Valuation,” and Prefent Rent. |

The valuation of the whole parifh is juft L. 13,685: 6:8 *. More
than three-fourths of this valuation are entailed T. The yearly rent,
it may be juftly prefumed, were all the lands let, would amount to
L. 10,000 Sterling, b befides fome feodal tenures, or feus, and other
cafual and accidental profits. The laft valuation was made in 1649,
and was confidered at that time as.the real rent of the lands; and
by this the land-tax, and moft of the other public burdens, have
been levied. We fee, then, how rents have increafed, and what
mighty alterations lefs than a century and a half have produced.

The Charalter of the Imbabitants of Libertan.

After ‘this account of the feveral baronies in Liberton, and of thofe

who have the Janded property ; after this account of the clergy, and
other

* L. 13140:10: 10,% Sterl.—Append. No. VIIL + Ibid. No. I1X.
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other particulars with ‘refpe ta the parith, it moft certainly be
thought proper to mention {fomewhat of the charaGer of the pa-
rifhioners. The upper part of them are fober, regular, exemplary,
and always have fhewn a particular regard to the interefts of the
poor. The lower fort are often noify and clamorous, and are rather
of violent pafions, but foon pactfied and appeafed. Their morals,
in general, are not fo unexceptionable as could be wifhed ; and no
wonder, when they live in the neighbourhood of fuch a city as
Edinburgh. It bas been. univerfally obferved, and with this obfer-
vation I fhall conclude, that large cities never fail to corrupt and de-
~ bauch the generality of the furrounding inhabitants:.

« Nam mala vicini pecoris contagia laedunt.”~—Virgil,
Or, as the Apoftle Paul exprefles it, from an ancient poet; =~ .

« Evil communications corrupt good manners.”—1ft Cor. xv. 33.
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APPENDIX
No.f.
CHART )%

Charta A/exaﬂdrz Regis Scolorum Roéerto dc Walnchop, filio Allani
de: Walmbop *, "

ALtXANDER, Dei gratia Rex Scotorum;.‘omnibus probis homini-
bus totius terrae fuae fpeciatim : Sciant prefcntes de futuro nos dedifle,-

conceflifle,
* In the cuﬁody of Mr Wauchope of Niddry-Marthal- © .
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concefliffe, et hac noftra charta confirmafle Robetto de Walnchop,
filio Allani de Walnchop, pro homagio et fervicio fuo, terram de
Tulmaeboy per has divifas, viz. de Blan-Macogamger verfus terram
Epifcopi San&iandreae de Glafcul, et fic ufque ad lacum de Benther,

‘et de eodem laeu uique. ad Tuboinfby, et fic ufque Starnamoneth,
‘jntrande et exeundo per viam de Starnamoneth, et per medium
foroftum nofirum -ulque Burin,- et illam pifcariam de Burin, quam
bondi neftri habere folebant, dum eadem terra fuit in manu noftra,

et {ic ex alia parte de Starnamoneth ufque P‘&lnacoy, et {ic per viam
ficcam de Pulnacoy, ufque Rinolam. (Rwolum) de Paforyn, et fic in
aquilonari parte ejufdem Rinoli (Rivoli) afcendendo per viam ficcame
ufque Kolnakrants, et fic de Kolnakrants ufque ad terram de Gerin-
to qua eft Allani hiftiar, ’

Dedimus et eénceffimus, et hac noffra charta confirmamus eidem
Roberto de Wanchop (Wauchop) terras’ de Culter et de Aroboyk
per has.divifas, viz. de Camrifilick ufque Tethnabrodath, et de Teth-
nabrodath. ufque in Rinolum (Rivolum) de Cardani, et fic afcenden~
do ufque ad Spelancus Ulpin verfus terram Epifcopi de Aberdeen;,
tenendi (tenen.) et habendi (haben.) eidem Roberto Wanchop (Wau-
chop) et haeredibus fuis de nobis, et haeredibus noftris in feudo et
haereditate per divifas praeditas, cum omnibus aliis juftis et perti--
nentiis in Bofco et plano, in terris et aquis, in pratis et pafeuis, in
moffis et marofiis, in ftagnis et molendinis, cum foeco et facco, cuny
furca et offa, cum Thol et Thom et infaganther, et cum omnibus
aliis ad praedi@as terras jultis pertinentibus, libere, quiete, plenarie et
honorifice, faciendo nobis et haeredibus . noftris tertiam partem fer=
vitii unius militis et exercituum Scoticorum quantum: pertinet ad:
praediftas terras, Tef’t’ibus:fﬁlexandro Cuming Comite de Buchane, =
Roberto de Rofs intitulato de Suelis, Roberto de Ellemers, Bernardo
de Upellars (Upellais), et Willielmo Olifand apud Vukilbrugh, fexto
decimo dne OQobris, anno reg, noftri Scotorum tricefimo tertio.

Tca
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Tenet hoc tranfumptum cum originali carta in praefentia Domi-
norum Confilii pro tribunali fedentium produla, leGta, infpe@a et
diligenter examinata, non cancellata fufpecta aut vitiata

et cdncgrda‘ntia eadem, et de mandata Do&orum

Dominorum Confilii in hanc publicam tranfcripti formam, propter
vetuftatem et fragilitatem originalis chartae redu@a et confella,
praedicto publico, ut moris eﬁ rite, et legittime primitus pofthabiti
ut talis, et tanta fides huic tranfumpto temporibus affuturis adhibe-
atur, qualis cuilibet chartae originali eft adhibenda, per me Gavinum
Epifcopum Aberdonae Clericum Rorularum ac Concilii
fupremi Domini noftri Regis, fub meis figno et fubfcriptione manu
aliena, o
Sic fubfcribitur

o GaviNus DUNBAR.
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CHART. IL

Carta admortizationis fac‘iﬁ per Archibaldum Wauchope de Nudrie
" Mercheale *, C

Jacosus, Dei gratia Rex Scotorum : * Omnibus probis homini-
bus totius terre fue, clericis et laicis, falutem. Sciatis, nos quand.
cartam fundationis et donationis faGtam per dile&Gum noftrum Archi-
baldum- Wauchop de Nudry Merfchale, cum confenfu et affenfu
Euphamie Skowgale ejus fponfe, in laudem et honorem Dei omni-
potentis, gloriofiflime Virginis Marie, matris fue, Sané&e Crucis, "et
omnium San&orum, de uno annuo redditu duodeécim mercarum et
de una terra et una crofta terre arabilis fubfcript, ad fuftentationem

' unius

L 2 NT
* Great Seal, B. 13.°No, 590,
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wnius Capellani in divina celebranti, et in perpetuum celebraturo ad
magnum altare capelle per ipfum Archibaldum, in honorem Sanlte
Crucis, infra villam fuam et territorium de Nudry-Mer{chale, fun-
dat. et fituat. pro animabus in diQa carta {pecificatis de mandata
noftra vifam, latam, et infpeétam, et diligenter examinatam, fanam
integram non rafam, non cancellatam, nec in aliqua fui parte fufpec-
t.am,v ad plenum intellixifle fub hac forma; omnibus hanc cartam vi-
furis vel audituris, Archibaldus de Nudry- Merchale, falutem in Do-
mino fempiternam ; Noveritis me, cum concenfu et affenfu Euphamie
Skowgale, fponfe mee, in laudem et honorem Omnipotentis Det
beatiflimeque genitricis fue Virginis Marie et San&te Crucis Domini
noftri Jhefu Chrifti, omnium San&orum pro falute animarum colen-
de memorie quondam: fereniflimi Principis Jacobi tertii, Dei gratia
Scotorum Regis, et Margrete, cenfortis fui, Regine Scotie, prolum—
que fuarum ac profperitate excellentiflimi Principis Jacobi quarti,
Dei gratia Scotorum Regis, modermi iltuftriffimi antecefforum et
fuccefforum fuorum, ac pro falute anime mee, et dicte conjugis mee,
patris mel et matris mee, antecefforum et fucceflorum woftrorum, et
animarum omnium vivorum et defuntorum, quibus debitor fui et
pénes quos aliqualiter in hae vita deliqui dedifle, conceflife, et hac
prefeflti carta mea confirmafle. Nec non dare, concedere, et hac pre-
fenti carta mea confirmare, Deo, et Beate Marie Virgini, et San&e
Cruci.omnibulque San&is Dei, et.uni capellano divina celebraati, et
pro perpetuo celebraturo ad magnum altare per me conftrué@. fun-
dat. et edificat. in honore di¢e Sanéte Crucis Domini noftri Jhelu
Chrifti, fituat. infra villam meam et territorium de Nudry-Merlchale,

‘unum annuum redditum duwodecim mercarum ufualis monete Regm

Scotiae annuatim percipiend. et levand. ad duos anni-terminos confue-
10s, Penthecofles, viz. et San&ti Martini in.hieme, per equales portiones,
de omnibus et fingulis terris meis de Pylmure, in manibus meis ex-
iflend. quas nunc cccupat Joneta Peiry et Joneta Gordoun, cum per-
tinend. jacen. in baroniz mea de Nudry-Merfchale, in parochia de

Aaa Curry,
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-Curry, infra vicecomitatum de Fdinburgh. Nec non terram meam
-edificatam plantatam-et vaftam, jacen,in dita villa mea et territorio
-de Nudry-Merfchale, ‘quam nunc occupat Duncanus Campbell, et

-orientalem acram terre -fine crofte ‘mee, nuncupat. Leftotes, patis -

croft jacen. in dicta villa mea et territorio de Nudry- Mer{chale, in-
:ter occidentalem acram hujufmodi crofte -ex occidentali, et acram
‘terre quam nunc occupat_joannes Carnys, ex orientali, et-publicum
vicum die ville ex boreali, et terras communes hujufmodiville ex
-auftrali partibus, ab una et alia.pro.gleba:et manfione di&i capellani,
«qui pro tempore fuerit, una cum gramine-et-paftura -duarum vacca-
rum in communio dite wville mee et territorio de Nudry-Mer{chale,
-tenendum et habendum -totum-et integrum predi¢tum annuum red-
«ditum duodecim mercarum, cum pertinent. Nec -non diGas:terras,
-et acram terre, pro .gleba et manfione di&ti-capellani, una cum dié.
.gramine et paftura diGarum duarum vaccarum, .cum fuis pertinent,
-di&tis Omnipotenti Deo, ‘Beateque Marie Virgini, -et -San&te Cruci
Domini -noftri Jhefu:Chrifti, -et -uni scapellano divina celebranti ad
diGuin altare .infra diGam -capellam, et fuis fucceforibus, -ad idem

-perpetuo «celebraturis in puram et perpetuam elemofinam, cum om=

‘nibus et {ingulis libertatibus, commoditatibus, proficuis, et afiamentis,
‘ac juftis pertinent. fuis quibufcunque, tam non nominatis, quam no-
minatis, procul et-prope, ad predi€t, annuum redditum duodecim mer-
‘carum, -et-terras -cum fuis fupra fcriptis pertinent. fpe@ant, feu jufte

{pe@are valent.squomodo libeat-in futurum. 'Et adeo libere, quiete, .

plenarie, integre, honerifice, bene-et in pace, ficut aliquis annuus red-
ditus, aut terra infra regnum Scctiae dlicui capellano, ‘vel altari,- per
-aliquem liberius datur, vel conceditur, aut dari vel concedi poterit'in
;puram-elimofinam, et-perpetuam qualitercunque in futurum, ac fine
retinemento, revocatione, feu obftaculo aliquali. Volo tamen et con-
.cedo quod iplius capellanie prefentatio, five donatio, quotiens vacare
‘contigerit, milii et haeredibus meis pre ceteris aliis vere pertineat, ut
infra oto-dies quotiens vacaverit, fufficientem et 'ydonéu‘m-capella-

o num

-
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‘num ad eand. capellaniam prefentent, in quo fi remifle fuerint aut
‘negligentes heredes mei, Volo tunc quod donatio five prefentatio hu-

jufmodi Capellanie Abbati Monafterii San&e Crucis prope Edinburgh,
et fuis fuccefloribus, qui pro tempore fuerint hac vice fpeabit, cum
tenebitur idem capellanus qui pro tempore fuerit et-arceatur, ad con-
tinuam recidentiam, et indies cum difpofitus fuerit ad di€um altare.
miflam celebrare, et ad primum Canatorium c-ujuﬂibet--miﬁ'e de pro-

-fundis pro animabus fupra. dictis cum colle€ta confueta dicere,: et
-populum, ut dicat unum Pater Nofter, cam_falutatione Angelica, fci-
Tlicet Ave Maria exhortare, Nec licebit dito-Capellano; aut fuis fuc—
cefloribus, fe abfentare a diGto fervitio per quindecim dies continue,

abfque licentia di@i patroni, qui pro tempore fuerit:quin vacabit.diGa.
Capellania, et fi contingat ipfum Capellanum qui pro tempere fuerit,
quod abfit focariam. feu:publicam: concubinam detenere, hoc notorie-
cognito vacabit {fimiliter diGta capellania.. Tamen, non licebit di&tis
heredibus-meis, nec Abbati hujulmodi Monafterii patroni, qui pr.o-f
tempore fuerit prefatum annuum redditum, feu. terras prefcriptas,
nec aliquam partem earund. una.cum diét. gramine et paftura penes,.

-vel apud fe retinere, veliin fuos proprics ufus convertere; fed dun~

taxat ad fuftentationem di€. Capellani qui pro tempore fuerit inte-
gre conferventur. Et-ego vero predi€tus Archibaldus Wauchop, he-
ré_des mei, et affignati, totum et integrum prediGum annuum reddi-
tum duodecim mercarum, et terras-prefcriptas, cuin gleba et manfio--

:ne di&i Capellani,.una cum diltis gramine et paftura ut fupra, cum.

fuis perunen. prefatis Omnipotenti Deo, Beateque Marie Virgini, et

‘San&e Cruci Domini- noftri Jhefu Chrifti, et uni.Capellano divina.

celebranti ad di¢tum altare infra dictam Capellana, et fuis fuccefTori~
bus, ad idem perpetuo celebraturis adeo libere et quiete in omnibus,,

et per omnia,.forma pariter et eféCtu, ut prefcripcum eft, contra om=

nes mortales warantizabimus, acquetabimus, et in puram et perpe--
tuam elemofinam. defendemus. In cujus rei teftimonium, figillum.
meum huic prefenti. carte mee infignum; hujus infeodationis ac fa--
’ Aaa 2 {ine.
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“fine premifforum donationis per me difcreto viro Domino Willelmo
‘Werok, Capellano meo prefentato ad eand. capellaniam pro toto
tempore vite fue cft appenfum apud Nudry-Merfchale, quinto die

- meofis Junii, anno Domini millefimo quingentefimo fecundo, coram
hiis teftibus, viz. reverendo in Chrifto patre Johanne Epifcopo Rof-

“fien, Magiftro Johanne Matellan, Roberto Sleich, Archibaldo Skow-
gale, Willielmo Blakey, et Jacobo Moynet, notario publico, cum

“diverfis aliis quamquid cartam ac donationem, conceflionem, funda-
tionem, ordinationes, et regulas in ead. contentas in omnibus fuis
pundis et articulis, conditionibus, et modis, ac circumftantiis fuis qui-
bufcunque forma pariter et effeCu, in omnibus, et per omnia appro-
‘bamus, ratificamus, et pro nobis et fuccefloribus nofirig admortizamus,
et ad manum mortuam pro perpetuo ut premiflum eft confirmamus,
falvis nobis et fuccefloribus noftris orationum fuffragiis devotarum

- dic&ti Capellani, et fuccefforum fuorum tantum. In cujus rei tefti-

monium, prefenti-carte noftre confirmationis et:admortizationis mag-

" num figillum noftrum apponi precipimus, teftibus, ut in fecunda car-

ta preceden. apud Edinburgh, fecundo die menfis Februarii, anno

Domini millefimo quingenteﬁmo {fecundo, ex .regni nofiri decimo

quarto,



No. II.

AT Gilmerton there are above twenty feams .of coal, from 21 to.

10 feet thick. They are now working four or five of thefe feams;
and, confidering the number of hands that are employed, the fale

and output muft amount to a great deal per annum.

The lime-ftone quarries in the eftate of Gilmerton, during the
year 1787, muft have yielded 70,000 bolls of lime; for 35 quar~
riers have been conftantly employed; and each quarrier is fuppofed

‘to,furn'}\fh annually to his mafter 2000 bolls,
The
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The lime-ftone quafry at Muirhoufe, in 1787, employed 13 quar-

-riers; and confequently, we may infer, produced 26,0co bolls of
dime per annuws, ‘ "

. The lime-ftone quarry in Moredan Mains, for fome time paft,

“has afforded, at a medium, 50co bolls of lime per annauin,

- And let it be here _obferiled, that all the coal, fime, and a goo_ﬂ

‘deal of the free fone in the parith, ftand on edge, and that the up-
per edge fronts the north-weft. And this is the cafe at Dyfart, on

the other fide of the Frith; and the coal, in its progrefs from fouth-

~weft to north-eaft, dips confiderably; but in fome feams more than
others., This is alfo the cafe in Fife: And, for this reafon, when

the coal is to be wrought below the level which carries off the wa-

~ ‘ter, fire-engines become neceflary for bringing up the water to the

level.
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No. IIL.

ccount of the Number of Seuls in the Parifb of Liberton, taken
 Autumn 1786. -

T the whole pariﬂ1,4—3457.

- Number of Inbabitants in the feveral Villages of any note.

"In Kirk-Liberton = 159 In the South Eaft Craigs 26
"In Upper or Over Liberton 155 In the North Craigs, includ-

In Morton-Hall | - 37 ing Kirklands - 59
"In'Morton = = - 61 In Welt Craigs - 20
In Straiton - - " g4 In Bridgend' - - 26
In Bourdeaux - 128 In Craig-Millar = = 35

In -



In Straiton Mill - 30
In South Kaims - 22
In North Kaims. - 42
In Broken Bridger - 56

In Muir-Houfe Edge
In Weft:Edge, -
In Lavrock-Hall:
In Cart-Hall

23
28

In Gilmerton: - 755
In Haivock Milk: - 26:
In Swainhoufe - 175.
In Green End: = 121
In Guardwell - - 19,
In Burnhead, including.

Robb’s Heufe: - .= 47
In Houden’s Hall. - 26
In Little France: - 42.

16
06.
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In Park Neuk and Little Paifly 35

In Nether Liberton. - 26y
In Dams of Liberton 63
In Gamron and Common
Myre - - 3L
{n Red-Houfe: = - 33
In.Peffer- Mill - 21
In Cairn or Kairntous 25,
In Mill-town of Niddry-Mar- '
fhall: - L 125

In Klikhimin of ditto- - ~#o-
" In Hunter's-Hall of ditto 63;
Inthe Barony of Niddry-Mar-
fhall there -are, in.whole,.
334 _ |
In Brunftaine, fometimes call<
ed Little Gilmerton. 3u
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Eharter, by the sz_;v of Edmburgb to. Wzllzam of. Prg/z’omze of Gourn-

- ton:*

AT Edinburgh, the r4th day of May, one thoufand feven hun-
dred and feventy-nine years. In prefence of John Wordie, Efqg;-
bailie, compeared David Baillie, clerk to-Mr John Dundas clerk to
the fignet, and gave in the charter under written, defiring the fame
might be regiftered in the borough court-beoks of Edinburgh,. con-

form to the a&t of parliament made anent the regiftration of proba-

tive

f Dated 11th Junuary 1454; and regiftrate 14th of May 19794
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"tive writes; which defire the faid bailic found reafonable, and or-
.dained the fame to be done, whereof (he tenor follows :—DBe it kend
-till all men be yir pnt lres, We thePvoft, Baillies, Counfile, and
.commante of ye'burgh of Edinburgh, to be bundya and fikerly obiift
‘to William of Preftoune of Gourton, fon and aire to-umguhile Wil-
liam of Preftoune of Gourton, and to ye freinds and furname of
yaim, yat, forafmekleas Wiltiam .of Preftoure the fadir, quam God
-afloillie, made diligent labour and grete menis be a he and mighty
Prince, the King of France, and mony uyr Lordis of France, for the
gettyn of the arme bane of Saint*Gele, (the quhilk bane he freely
left to oure moyr kirk of Saint Gele of ‘Edinburgh, withoutyn ony
-codition makyn), we,-confidrand. ye grete labouris and coftis yar he
‘made for the gettyn yrof, we pmit, as-faid is, yat within {iz or fe-
‘ven zere, in all the -poffible and .gudely hafte we may, yat we ful
big an ile, furth frae our Lady Ile, quhare ye faid William lyes-in
‘the faid ile, to be begunyn within azere ; in the quhilk ile yare fal
‘be made a brafe for his creft “in bofit work, and abone the brife a

‘plate of brafe, with a writ, fpecifiand the bringing of -yat relik be

<him in Scotland, with his armis; and his armis to be put, in hewyn -
‘marble, uyr thre parts of the ile, (alfwa ane alter to be made in ye
Taid ile, with buke and chalice of filver, and all uyr grath belongand
‘yrto; alfwa, that'we fal affing ye Chapellane of guhilum William of
Preftouneto-fing at yat alter frae-yat tyme furth), and gif ony uyr -
freinds lykys to feft 6ny ma Chapellanis, yat fal be thankfuily ref-
favit to fing at'that alter. Item, yat aMaft as the faid ryllik beis
‘borne in ye-zere, 'yat the farname and ‘nerreft of blude to the faid
‘William fall bere the faid ryllick before all uyrs; alfwa, yar frae ye
the dede of 'ye faid William, fadir, yr fal be fundyn a Chapeilane,
for theterms of five zeres, to fing for him. Ttem, we pmit yat yare
{al be ane obit-zerely done.for him, fic as afferis ye time of the zere
of his decefle. In witaefs of the quhllk things, ‘we have fet to oure

-eonion
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eomon file, at Edynbufgh, ye xi day of the moneth of Januare, ye
zere of oure Lorde a thoufand four hundreth fifty fouryth zeres.

Ext_ra,&ed by _
"~ (Signed) - Jn° Dunbpas..
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No. V..

An duoum‘ of the Stipend of Laiberton, as allocated on the feveral

Lands,
Wheat. Barley. Oats. Scots. Sterling:
"B. P. B. P. B. P L. th. d. L.f{h. d
Widdry-Marfhall paysyearlys6 o 24 @ o o Io oo o016 8.
Craig-Millar and Nether
~ Liberton - - o o 6 15 12 o 1L 13§ 019 5§75
Drum - - - I I1f 15 o 1 O 16 68 1 7 2';.;
Stainhoufe - = 4 © o o 22 o©O ‘8" o006 o013 4«
Gilmerton - - o 13 2 o 28 o 14613 4 12 4 5%
Goodtrees and Moredun o o . o o o ° '13 68 r 2 2%
Cairn or Kairntous - o o 1 I o o I 153 O 2 IIf;
Morton-Hall and Muir-
Houfe - - 0. o o o o o 33 00 21§ ©
Morton - - - o o o o o o 20 o0 I 13 &
.Upper, or Over Liberton o o o o o - o 10 000 616 8
Straiton - - - o o o o o o 6 co. o010 a
Camron and Common Myre ©o o o o o o 3 0o o0 § o
South-Houfe - - o o o o o o '3 oo o § ©
Total of the flipend 21 141 50 o 63 o 282 15 4 23 11 3%

'N. B.—Mr Baird of Newbyth pays L. 120 Scots, or L. 1o Sterling, of the abové
oioney flipend, - out of his éftate of Newbyth. The reft of the money ftipend he pays
is due, as vicarage, on the eftate of Gilmerton. :

What was paid formerly fr.om the ‘lands. :md barony of Stainhoufe, is now. allocated

on the lands of Burnhead, called Weftfe

No.
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No. VI
‘The Tithes of Liberton.
(According to the Valuation that was made in 1630 *, )

WHA;I‘ Mr William Little poffeffed of Upper, or Over Liberton,
~are 30 bolls of vitual ; of which, 12 bolls barley, 12 bolls oats, 4
bolls wheat, and 2 bolls peafe : ’

What Mr George Winram poffefled in the fame barony, are alfo
30 bolls of vitual; of which 12 bolls barley, 12 bolls oats, 4 bolls.

wheat, : and 2 Dbolls peafc

Morton-Hall at that time pofleffed by Alexander Ellis, are 40
bolls of vx&ual of which 26 bolls oats, 10 bolls barley, and 4 bolls

wheat.
Muirhoufe, or Murres, are 8 bolls of oats,

Morton, with a piece of ground adjoining to it, called Camron ¥,
as given up by William Rigg of Mor.ion",‘ at that time propricetor of
thefe lands, are 8 chalders of vi&tual; of which, 2 chalders wheat,
2 chalders barley, and 4 chalders oats. ‘

Straiton-Hall, at that time belonging to John Henderfon of For-
dell, are 2 chalders of vitual; of which 24 bolls oats; 6 bolls bar-

ley, 1 boll wheat and 1 boll peafe. ,
Bbb . Town

* Records in the Tithe Offie, Edinburgh.
+ Camrop is defcribed as lying in the parith of Hales, or Colinton.
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Town and lands of Straiton, pertaining at that time to Archibald

- and James Strairons, with % acres which, at the fame period, belong-

-ed to William Straiton, are 12 boils of vitual : ; of which, g bolls
-oats, 2 bolls barley, I boll wheat, and § boll peafe.

South- Houfe, at that time belongmg to David Bouman, are 10

bolis of victual ; of which, 4 bolls barley, 5 bolls oats, ; boll wheat,
and £ boll peafe

That part of Gilmerton poffefled by Hugh Somerveile of Drum,

are 30 bolls of vi€tual; of which 12 bolls barley, 15 bolls oats, and
3 bolls peafe, ' :

That part of lemerton poflefled by Mungo Short, -are 4 bolls of
barley, and 1 boll of oats.

‘That part of Gilmerton which was then the property of David .

Crlghton of Lugton, are 40 bolls of oats, and 18 bolls of barley.

Drum are 20 bolls of viGtual ; of which, 6 bolls barley, 11 bolls
oats, 2 bolls wheat, and 1 boll peafe

Todhills, which at that time belonged to George Borthwick, and
was included in the barony of Drum, are 14 bolls of victual; of
which, 1 boll wheat, § bolls barley, and 8 bolls oats.

‘Goodtrees, or Gutters,: now called Mcredun, which at that time -

belonged to David Macculloch, are 20 bolls of viGual; of which,
3 bolls wheat, 6 bolls barley, g bolls oats, and 2 bolls peafe.

Priethill, the property, alfo, of the aforefaid David Macculloch,
are 16 bolls of viGual ; of which, 4 boHs barICy, and 12 bolls oats.
Stainhoufe,
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Stainhoufe, and St Katharines, will appear from what follows:
* Quilk day (November 26. 1730} Alexander Clerk, Provoft of
¢ Edinburgh, agreed to pay the fifth of 4 chalders of vicual for the
¢ fpace contained in the valuation; and the Commiffioners “ordain
“ him to find caution for the payment of this duty. The Commif-

¢ fioners likewife find, that the mill lands of Stainhoufe are worth

¢ yearly, of teind,.6 firlots of victual; of which, 3 firlots barley, and:
¢ 3 firlots oats; and that the lands of St Kathari?e’s are wor{h year-
¢ ly, of teind, 2% bolls of victual, half barley, and half oats.”

Camron, Mains of Craig-Millar, Bridgend, Cairn, or Kairntous,
and Little France, fo much thereof as is within the barony of Craig-
Millar, are 6a bolls of vi@ual; of which, 30:bells oats, 15 bolls
wheat, and 15 bolls barley, without any defalcation. Soon after,
thefe tithes -were fet in tack, or leafe, to the laird of Craig-Millar,
by Mr Andrew Learmonth, minifter of Liberton,. for L 10 Scots,.
or 16 (L, 8d: Sterlmg ' :

Nethier Liberton, poffefled then by James Winram, father of Mr
George Winram, before mentioned, are.4 chalders barley, 56 bolls,
or 3 chalders 8 bolls of oats, 8.bolls peafe, and 24 bolls wheat.

Common Myre, a part-of the lands-of Camron, which at that time
pertained to Sir James Hamilton of Prieftfield, now Preftonfield, a.
fecond fon of the family of Haddington, are 2 chalders of viGual;:
of which, 8-bolls barley, 8 bolls wheat; and 16 bolls oats,

Peﬂ'er-MiU;’ and King’s Meadow, are a chalder of"vi&'ua.]; of
which, 3 bolls wheat, g bolls barley, 6 bolls oats, and 2 bolls peafe,.

Niddry-Matthall, are 6 chalders of barley,

Bbb 2 S Br’unﬁéine,
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Brunftaine; called Little Gilmerton, belonging at that time to the
Earl of Lauderdale, are 1 firlot of viGtual ; of whick, two parts are-
peafe, and the third part batley. ’ :
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dn Account of the Chrifienings in Liberton, from November 28. 1624,

Account of the Parifh of Liberton,

No. VII.

until Fanuary 1. 1788, taken from the Parochial Records *.

From the above date, until Jan»uar"y 1. immediately following, 10 childrer

were baptifed.

I 1625
.26
27

28 ¢

29
30
31
42

None recorded this year from May 13

70 baptifed
75
6o

until Auguft s.

In 1633
34
35
36

None recorded this year from July 12.

59 baptifed
46
53
42

until O&aber 2.

In 1637
38
39

Only 3 baptifms recorde'd this year
from January 2. until May 12,

49 baptifed
53
55

In 1640
41
42
43

63 baptifed
6o
69
53

None recorded this year from May 7.
until Auguft 28.

In 1644

36 baptifed

None recorded this year from June ro.
until the end of the year. -

In 1645
46
47
48
49
50

89 baptiled
83
87
93
64
42

~ Only one baptifm recorded from Ju-

ly 29. until the end of the year.

In 1651 A 4
None recorded this year until No-

10 baptifed

vember 5. . -

¥ No records before November 28. 1624

-In

79
8o

81

None recorded this year from O&o-

ber 8.

In 1682 5 baptiled
None recorded this year until O&te-

ber 8.
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48 baptifed
69
8o
81

- 9l

94
72
gl

' 73

72
10§
97
108
107

117

94
95
84 -
84

In 1683
84
8s
86
87
88

87 baptiled
108
111
111
108

1§

-~ 381

From April 1. to the end of the year,
baptifed, in the meeting-houlc at
Craig-Millar, 26 ;—in all, there-

fore, 141.
In 1689 9o baptifed
go 112
91 108
92 116
93 117
94 104
95 91
96 89
97 76
98 106
99 83
1700 80
o1 124
02 104
03 130
04 10I-
o5 119
o6 108
o7 116
o8 139
09 109
Jjo 120
11 124
12 96
13 116

n
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In 1714
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114 baptifeds
119 '

.. 102

135

112

117

120

123"
108-

135
108

105
111,
115,
124,
10§,
89
119
118.
IIL._

124.

‘110

105,
98
12X
11§
105

1035

83
110
11X
109

97

108
130

In. 1749

50
51
52
33

- 54

55
56
57
58
59
6o

61

62.
63

64
65

66
67.
68

69 ,'
70..

110 baptifed:
120
110,
93
110:
103
103;
£09.
88:
95:

o3 &
100,

116.

113,
I1Q:
123,
122
110,
112
13L
122 .

- 133

116%

119
110

108.
IZZ:IF
123
110
120
138
109.

10§

In

In 1784 112 baptifed

'.-mcount of the Parifb of Liberton, | 383

In 1786 123 baptifed
85 126 87 127

On every baptifm there is due to the feflion-clerk half a merk Scots, or
{ix pence and eight-twelfths of a penny Sterling ; and to the church officer

forty pennies Scots, or three pence and four-twelfths of a penny Sterling.
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An decount of the Marriages in Lz"beﬂan, as found in the Parockial

Records *, -
In 1689 26 couple married In 1710 29 couple married
9o 25 ' ' 11 25
91 33 12 32
- 92 38 13 33
93 23 14 39
94 31 15 30
95 29 16 28
96 16 17 35
97 20 18 29
98 24 19 23
99 23§ 20 26 .
1700 28 21 28
" or 38 22 33
o2 38 23 36
03 24 24 24
°4 35 25 32
o5 29 26 28
o6 35 27 37
o7 3I 28 19
o8 138 29 21
09 25 30 38

~In

* No marriages recorded here before May 12. 1688.—~That year, 6x marriages be-
fore the laft of December.
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In 1731 23 couple married
32 23
33 39
34 18
35 3t
36 17
37 20
33 28
39 36
40 32
41 22
42 25
43 18
44 26
45" 19

46 22
47 24
48 13
49 20
so 18
g1 18
52 15
53 15
54 17
55 22
56 17 -
57 17
58 20
59 ‘1§

In 1760
61
62
63
64
6s
66
67
68

17 couple married -
21
17
23
9
s
54
17
26
28

24

20

15
13

19 -

11
17
20
16
18
X9
17
9
15
X4
19
20
34

For every marriage, thete is due to the feffion-clerk 2s. 6d. Sterling, aﬁd
" o the church officer half 2 merk Scots. About twenty years ago, the fef-

fion-clerk had only a merk Scots.

dn
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38

o

S

An dccount of the Irregular Marriages, from the beginning of 1753

until the end of 178 3

iIn -1753 3 -couple married -
54

55

62 1

65
66
67 12
68 13

3
2
5
4
6
I
59 4
2
6
I
9
6
6
8

In 1769

70

71
72

73

74
75
»6
77
78
79
8o

81

‘82
83

18 couple married’

I

=
)

L]

P B YA OO W 0 O\

o]

Since January 1784, when the marriage aét took place, fuch as have been
irregularly married are recorded with thofe that have been mamed rEgular-

‘ly, according to the laws of the realm.
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An Account of the Deaths or Burials in Lzhrtan, as fazmd in the

Parocbzal Records *
In 1705 103 died. In 1707 fixr dieds
o6 48 A . : o8 124 S
Ccc : . In

ol No deaths or buridls recorded here before A: agul 1704.~—From this month until
the end of the year, or 1ft of Tanu:try, died 31,
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In 1709
10

13 4
12

13

14

15
16
. 18
19
20
21
22
23
24

Account of the Parifb of Liberion.

68 -
69"“

61 died ' - In 1744
94 45
'_:128 46
137 47
9. 48
86 49
88 50
96 51
" 103 52
77 53
115 54
128 55
10¥ T 56
130 57
161 58'
104 59.
97 6o
100 - 61
135 62
139 63
112 64
95 65
75 .66
69 - 67
151
114
76 7o
8o 71
114 72
82 73
101 74
13r = 75
126 46
153 77
66 78

74. died!
139
99
130
104
123,
103

108§

125
gL
98
94

112

101
88

g
102

1§ 8.3
12F

‘141

123
120

Accoutit of the Parifh of Liberton, 38%
In 1779 109 died In 1784 141 died
8o 88 85 8o
81 100 o 86 71

‘82 104 ' 87 113
83 86 -

All thefe were buried at Kirk Liberton, and at Niddry Matfhal. Several
rothers died ; but they are not mentioned Here, being buried in other places.


rhm103
Typewritten Text


HAccount of the Parifb of Liberton.

No. VI

‘Valuation of the Yeveral Lands in the Parifl of Liberton,

“Upper, or Over L\berton

"Morton-Hall, Muir-Foufe, and N. Kalmes

Morton - - e

Bttaiton - . - -
‘South-Houfe © - =« - .
‘Gilmérton .« - - - -
Drum - - . - - - -
“Goodtrees, how "Mdrcguil - -
Stainhoufe - - - -
Craig-Millar and Nether Liberton = -

Camron, and Common Myre
Peffer-Mill, and- I(ingis Meadow
Cairn, or Kairntous -
Niddry-Marfhall - »
Brunflaine, or Little Gilmerton
- St Katharine’s

Total Valuation

Ctc2

3

387
Scots, Sterling:
L.t d L. i d
1297 © © 108 1 8
1078 o o 89 16 8
39 3 4 32 10 3%
400 © © 33 6 8
261 o o 21 15 o
1803 o o 150 § ©.
‘964 10 © 80 7 6
374 © o 3t 5 4
- 792 o o 66 o o
2032 15 © 244 7 IL .
6o o © §0 0 o
250 o 0 20 16 §
‘167 § o 13 18 ¢
1379 © © r3x 11 8
666 13 4 §5 11 I/%
130 0 o ro 16 8%
13685 6 '8 1140 10 105
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TheValuation of the feveral Feuers or Feodaries of Stainboufz..

P pH 00O

Scots. Sterling;.

| ' E. fh. & L.fh d.
1. Nell-Geld, the property of Mr Thomas Campbell 44 o o 313 4
2. Weft-field, or Burnhead, the property of Bailie Sprott 184 o o 15 6 8
3. Stainhoufe, the property of Mifs Symonton and Tho- '

mas Peacock: - - - - 280. o o~ 23 6 8
4. Craigs, the property of Mr Peter Inglis merchant in ' o

Edinburgh - - - 156 o o 13
¢. South-field, the property of Mr Miller of Dal{winton 48 o o 4 o
6. Greenend, the property of Robert Braiden; &c. - 42 0o o 3 1o
7. Green-park, the property of Gideon Rutherford 14 o © 1 3
8. Daniel Robb’s property - - 20 0o a ¥ I3
9. John Goldie’s garden and-houfe: - - - 4 o o o 6

o o 66. o

Tota] Valuation of Stainhoufe 7192
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No. IX.

MogreE than three-fourths of the valuation of Liberton, of whick:
there is a particular account in the preceding number, are entailed ; |
fos, the lands of Upper or Ower Liberton, Morton-Hall, Muir-
Houfe, and North Kaims, Straiton, South-Houfe, Gilmerton, Craig-
Miilar and Nether Liberton, Camron and Common Myre, Niddry-
Marfhal, and Branftane, or Little Gilmerton, are- fubje€ed to a:

firi& entail *.
A

® Regifter of Entalls; Edinburgh.
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NO. IX.

Mogre than three-fourths of the valuation of Liberton, of whick:
there is a particular account in the preceding number, are entailed ; |
for, the lands of Upper or Over Liberton, Morton-Hall, Muir~
Houfe, and North Kaims, Straiton, South-Houfe, Gilmerton, Craig-
Miilar and Nether Liberton, Camron and Common Myre, Niddry-
Marfhal, and Branftane, or Little Gilmerton, are- fubje€ed to a:

firi& entail *.
A

® Regifter of Entalls; Edinburgh.
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