272 Obfervations on the Breed of Horfes in

Olfervations and Falls concerning the Breed of Horjes in
Scotland, in Ancient Times..

By Rager Robertfon, of Ladylark, Efy.

THE Caledonians, Pics, and Saxons, had each a word in their lan-

guages, as a name for this noble animal ; and I am informed that the

Gaelic abounds in a variety of names for the different kinds of horf=

es, mares, and geldings. It feems probable, that, among thefe an-
cient nations, horfes were chiefly ufed by their warlike leaders; for a.

Ryder fignifies the fame as 4 knight .

When we came to have written records in Scotland, the language:
ufed by the clergy was Latin ; horfes therefore occur under many. -

barbarous appellations, as Cuballa, Averia, Pullatm, Palfredi, Dex-
' trarii,

* See Fordun, _
+ Eques, Chevalier, Ryder.
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trarii, -and Gradarii, denoting their various ufes, either in hufbandry,
war, hunting, or travelling,

The moft ancient evidence * that I have yet difcovered relative to
breeding horfes in Scotland, is a grant by Gilbert de Umfraville, be-
fore the year 1200, to the monks of Kelfo, of the tenth of the foals
bred in his foreft and ftudds, From which we learn, that fuch great
Barons.as he were very attentive to this article ; -that horfes were
bred by being let loofe in the foreft, where the foals followed their
dams, being marked with their owner’s name, till they were three

“years old; and were then taken up to be broke. Thefe great men

had alfo ftudds, called Harrus in the ancient writings, over which
grooms and fervants were appointed.  The favourite horfes were put
into inclofures, called in Scotland, Parks, near the Baron’s caftle.

This tafte for breeding horfes became general foon after the 12005
becaufe the exportation of them to England became a profitable
branch of commerce, and was carried on by men of the higheft
rank. We have feveral inftances of this in Rymer’s Foederat. In
1359, Thomas Murray Dominus de Bothwell, Panetarius Scotiae,
and Alan, fecond fon of William fifth Lord Erfkine, obtained a pafl-
port to come into England with horfes for fale ; and the grooms and.
fervants of the Earl of Marr, obtained the like, for coming into Eng-
land in the year 1361, with a full bred war horfe, and two fmaller

fized horfes.

This tradé, however, of expotting horfes, was foon perceived 'to»
be difadvantageous to the ftate, and refliaint was laid upon it by a
ftatute of David Bruced, i in 1369, impofing a duty of one ﬁ‘cth part

: Mm of

* Chart. of Kelfo. : 4 Rymer’s Foedera, tem., vi.
I Statuta Davidis 1I. cap. 49. - :
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of the value on every horfe carried out of the kingdom ; perhaps
the reafon of this might be, a mortality which had happéned among
the horfes and cattle fome time before *, '

This prohibition was not ftrictly executed; for licences were ob-
tained from the Sovereign, difpenfing with the ftatate,

James 1. a politic prince, finding that the tradé in horfes was an
advantage to the country, if properly regulated, departed from the
ftatute of David, and allowed horfes to be exported; providing they

were three years old T, when they were ready for ufe ; and we fup-

pofe, to indpce the owners to- pick out the beft for their own work,

- as at that age the nature and temper of the horfe would be morecer- .

tainly difcovered,

Thefe regulations indicate, that the Scottith -breed of horfes was "
held in great requelt; and other nations as well as England fought-
after them; for a total prohibidon was ena&ed by the legiflature in_

1567 1.

ZEneas Sylvius, the Pope’s Nuncio, who was in Scotland in the
reigns of James I, and 1L § defcribes our horfes to be moftly fmall
fized pacers; a few of them referved: for flallions, the reft gelded ;
that they were never drefled by brufh or comb, nor broke to, nor

ufed with a bridle. We-are informed by fome Englith ftatutes [}, that .

the ftallions were 14 hands and the mares 15 hands high, and allow-
ed to be imported into England for a breed. o ‘
The

* Fordun. _ ’ 4 Parl. 1314, cap. 31. Skeen’s edition.
§ Parl, 1567, cap. 22, ' § An, Sylv. Opera, editio fol. p. 4--
# Edwardi VL. :
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The breed of horfes remained unimproved till James 1L brought
ftallions. and mares from Hungary, as our hiftorian Bece tells us, to
mend the breed : Probably James IL procured thefe more eafily by
his conne&ion with Segifmund Duke of Auftria, married to his fifter.
We believe fuch horfes would mend the breed of faddle horfes, but
not raife the fize. The fize of horfes was more ftudied in the next
reign, - The two younger fons of James II, wiz. the Duke of Alba-
ny, and John Earl of Marr, as Pitfcottie informs *, were great ad-
mirers of what he calls Great horfes ; that is, as I conje&ure, hotfes
for war, and for tournaments. Thefe princes took great delight in
thefe horfes and mares, whereof the offspring might fourith,

The tafte ftill prevailed during the reign of James I'V. who was.
much givea to tilts and tournaments, and feats of horfemanthip. He
fent his grooms to Spain, and brought home twelve horfes and
mares ; likewife to Poland, in 1509 1. Lewis XIL of France fent a
prefent to the King of Scotland, of the beft French horfes ; inreturn
for which, James fent four of the moft choice amblers, which, in his
letter he fays, were proper for running and hunting ; and promifes .
to fend more and better ones, when he couid get them.

James IV, promoted more the race of fwift horfes, than of great
horfes ; for he was accuftomed to make frequent {peedy circuits
through his dominions: One inflance is told us by Lefley J, made
from Stirling, by Perth and Aberdeen, to Elgin, a diftance of 150
meafured Englith miles, in one day ; which, even fuppofing relays
of hotfes, fiows the fleet horfes he ufed in this excurfion,

Mm2 o . James

* Pitfcottie, edition 1458, p. 115, + Epiftolae Regum Scotorum, Epift. ;8. ‘
1 Lefley, p. 331.
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James V. went a flep farther, for he applied himfelf to improving
the breed of all kinds of ufeful horfes. He procured a law for raif-

ing the fize of the native breed of horfes in Scotland, all manner of

perfons being injoined * .to plemfh their ftudds with ftudd mares and
great ftallions, ' :

This law extends the breeding hotfes to all ranks, which former=
1y had been confined to the nobility and gentry. After this period,
a ftronger and more weighty breed was introduced : For, James V.
writes T a letter to Chriftian III, King of Denmark, and to Guftavus
King of Sweden, for horfes, and fent his groom, Charles Murray, to
purchafe them. This was in 15309, about four years after the above
law was made ; at thefame time, he fignified that he wanted the
moft approved horfemen or riders.

In the refgn of -this prince, races and horfe courfing were very
- much in fathion among all ranks, which are rnoﬂ:humorouﬂy defcrib-
ed by Sir David Lindfay I ‘

Henry VIIL. .of xEngIand~§, in 1540, feat a prefent-by Sir Ralph.
‘Sadler, his ambaflador to our king, Spanifh Jennets, Barbary horfes,
befides fome Englith geldings; they .are defcribed to have been
" {mall, but well proportioned. Thefe foreign horfes contributed to
mend the fhape of our horfes, chiefly for the faddle, hunting, and

racing.

It would feem, that, from 1540, during the reign of Mary Queen
of

* Parl. 1535, cap, 21. Black Adts. -+ Epiftolae Regum, 54. and 5.
1 Sir David Lindfay’s works, edit. Edmbarg 1776, p. 65. Complaint. -
$ Sadler’s Letters, edition 1720, p. §1.
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of Scots, the breed had been greatly improved 3 for the French, who
remained long in the country at that time, perceiving the good qua-
lities -of our horles, when they quitted Scotland, not only carried ma-
ny of them away with them, but ‘commiﬂioned many more, which
were accordingly fent off for Bourdeaux, in 1565 and 1566 fo that
Regent Murray, in the firft parlxament held by him, in 1567 %, dif-
charged the exportation of any kind of horfes whatever, to any part
beyond feas, under forfeuurc of {hip and cargo, whether by ftrangers

»OI' nauves.

“This total prohibition of the export of horfes, multiplied them o
facha degree, thatin James VI’s reign T, a reftraint was laid upon
keeping too many of them. The breed at that time was {mall, and
there.were ‘many jockies and horfe dealers, who carried on” a great
trade. - In the fubfequent reign §, it is furprxﬁng what numbers of
horfes were forced oiit for the public fervice, durmg the: c1v11 com-
motions, from every quarter of the kingdom.

HavINg given an account of what thus occurred concermn& the
breeding of horfes, 1 thall proceed to mention the other purpofes
they were ufed for, and begm with hu{bandry

So far as T can dxfcover they were never yoked in the plough for -
we find the dwxﬁon of land refers always to ploughing by oxen;
and in the ancxent fatute of Alcxander Il. anno 1214 §, containing
1nﬁru£hons concernmg agnculture, and regulating the farrhers ftock-
ing, there is not the lealt mention of horfes being ufed for plough- -
ing.

e

* Parl. 1567, cap. 22. % Parl. 1567, cao. 122. _
- 1 Refcinded A&s. oL § Statuta Alexandri, cap. 1.



278 OMrva}ioz;{_ o tbe_B;_'ceg g[ .Ho.(/'e; in

ing.—Further, in the numberlefs graats of paﬁurages, horfes bear a
very fmall proportion ; the greateﬁ number in any grant 1 have feen
did not exceed fix. The ufes the farmers made of them, was carryrng
in their corns to the barn yard to the mill, and to the market. This
is alfo confirmed by the aukward cuﬁom of yokrntr horfes by the_

taxl and the drlver of harrows walkmg backward thh lus face dt— :

re&ly turned to the horfe whnch he led

Another obvious ufe for horfes was travelling ; but this was very
confiderable, éonﬁdering the vaft number of attendants ufed on thefe

' Rymer s Foedra anrds us proof of thrs, by the paﬂports gwen forg

travellers. A few mﬁances w1ll fufﬁce.

-

.A 1342, David Bruce travelled with - 40, Attendants on horfebacL

" His Q;een with ~ " 6p Drtto. B
1340 Ceitain ambaﬂ'adors from Scot- )
~landhad " 200 Ditto. |
1370 Alexander Lefley 70 Ditto.
1368 The Earl of Marr “30 Ditto, .
~ Countefs of Douglafs ~ 20 Ditto.

Three Merehants - lO Dxtto,v

_Numbers of horfes were employed in the publrc fervzce for dxf-

patehing couriers ;.- -0 this fervice many horfes were kllled as ap- )
pears by the old Chamberlain accounts * ¥, 1329, till x48z, when
there was a law made ereing a pubhc poﬁ ‘!’, »for forwardmg or-
~ders from the King and Councrl 3 the expences o be deﬁrayed out

of the treafury.
' . The

* Chamberlin’s Accounts, 1330 1 Parliament 148z,
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' The laﬁ and mdced the clnef ufe and employfnent of borfes,
whxcb I fhall menuon was for war and mroads, and afliftance to
the allles of Scotland abroad ln ‘this. amcle, one would have
ﬂxougbt that tbe whole horfes of Seotland had been employed To

form fome fiotion of this, we muft notice, that, by an ancient fta-
tute of William the Lyon , in 1214, every fubjet in Scotland who
’poﬁe{l‘ed property in lands or moveable goods landed men, and bur-
‘geﬁ'es, was to Leep at leaft one. horfe ; for by that ﬁatute every
l’anded man, havmg L. 15 value if land, or 40 merks in moveables,

'was ordered to appear at the rendezvous, _furmfhed thh a horfe.

“Thé" mhabxtants of burghs, by the by-laws of their corporatron obli-
.zged every burgefs to have a horfe, value 20 ﬁnllmgs, anno 1284 Jr, in

théir ﬁable ready for publxc fervxce No wonder then, fuch numbers

of horfes wéré in ouf armies. Thé whole army was fometimes mount-
ed on horfeback 1. .Randolph, Earl of Murray and Douglas, made
an mcurﬁon 1327, into England, in Robert Bruce s reign, thh

20,000 horfe There were 3ooo ﬁorhtmg men on horfeback at Ha-

-lydoonhxll Fro:ﬂ"ard wlxo was prefent in that mcurﬁon in the ume _

-back the knlghts and fqulres on courfers, and the peafants on fmall
Horfes: And there is a very aécurate drfqmﬁuon into the numbers of

hotfe at Halydoonhill, in the Appendix to Sir David Dalrymple s
Annals of Scotland.

Thé fatute of William the Lyon ‘muft have colledted vaft nunr=
bers of hotfes together ; for, as the whole lands of Scotland were then
valued, the proprietors of land alone would, in the above propor-
tion, have amounted to the full number mentioned by Froiffard.

. The

* Statuta Wilielmi, cap. 23. . % Stawuta Gilotae, cap. 18.
t Froiffard, tom. i. p. 16.
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The Scots were fond of the rendezvous, in hopes of plunder ;: be-
fides maintenance in going to, and commg from the army, durmg
which they were entitled to free quarters. Our fubfequent ftatutes
and ads of parliament refirain the number of horfes ; and, in the‘
reign of Jamea V. the numbers were then much reduced "

It s fomewhat diﬁicult to a:\_ccount' for the ma'i‘rrteuarrce’of fuch
numbers of horfes, as were always traverﬁng the country ; but the
wonder ceafes, whén we di fcover that it was a pra&lce among the
great to quarter their horfes upon the farmers, the rehglous houfes,
and the parochial clergy ; and, when’ paffing through the country
with their retinues, forced their quarters, on pretence of bemg en-
titled to purveyance, by bemg in the ng s fervrce ; this guevance
arofe to fuch a helght that lt was re&ramed by many lawsr .

.............

horfes “as appears from’ leges Malco]ml, und an a& 1487, _bemg
fhoed though about that time u; became more common to (hoe I‘Ld-
ed the horfe liable t6 furm{h another ull the cure was performed;
or, if the horfe died, to pay his value‘l‘ Thrs Iaw was procured by
the Duke of Albauv, aud hrs brother the F_arl of T\/Iarr, 148 I.

In the reign of James 1V. when tilts and tourn'a'r'uénte were much

in fafhion, foreign grooms were brought from Denmark ; and
]ames V. rewarded his maﬁer of horfe with an extenfive grant of
lands. '

* Statuta Davidis IL. cap. 43. + Parl. 1481, cap. 7g. Skeen’s edit.
§ Charta Jacobi V. &c. . Co
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It is needlefs to mention the accoutrements of war horfes, which

are minutely defcribed in Anderfon’s Diplomata Scotiae ; but 1 fhall

only notice, that the price * given by Regent Randolph Earl of
Murray, in 1329, was 100 folidi, equal to L. 1§ Sterling of our mo-
ney, for his palfrey. And two faddle-covers L. 20, which is L. 60

- Sterling. Two pack-faddles, with girths and brechems, 4s. 6d. or, of

our money, I3s. 6d.

It is almoft impoffible to afcertain with any certainty the prices
of horfes, becaufe we are nowife certain of the kind of horles that
are valued,

1283, The burgefles horfe was - - L.1 o o

- 1329, Acounershorfe_ - - - - o § o
1424, A colt, nd hortes above the age of three years o1 3 4
Nn o . L An z%ccozrne*

# Chamberlain’s Accounts..
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