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De_‘/Erz;btiah of the Encampments on the Hill _bf Burnfwork.

To the Secretary of the Antiquarian Socicty.

Sig, _ '

ExpECTING that obfervationson fubje@s of antiquity will be receiv-
ed by your Society, though tran{mitted by perfons unconnected with
it, I have taken the liberty of fending to you the following account.
It may perhaps-be efteemed imperfe& by thofe who examine the
fpot. If the Society fend any one for that purpofe, I fhall be well
pleafed. I with to fee the antignities of my country inveftigated ; and
will be happy to contribute my afliftance, if it will be of any fervice
to a Society, the profefled purpofe of which, is to purfue that branch

of knowledge.

I

on the Hill of Burniwork, 125

I had lately an opportunity of vifiting a hill in Annandale,” much
talked of by antiquaries in that part of the country: It ftands
northweft from Annan, at the diftance of eight miles. [t is detach-
ed from the fouth fide of that chain of mountains, which run acrofs
the ifland from Northumberland to Galloway. The country around
it, though- not very level, may be called a plain, when viewed from
its fummit. ‘ L

To this hill, which has the name of Burnfwork, many refort in
the fummer, on account of the agreeable profpe@ which it com-
mands. On the north the view is confined, and the country barren ;
to the weft, all the valley is wafhed by the Annan, and lies open,
from Moffat to the Solway frith; on the eaft, you penetrate far in-
to the wilds of Northumberland, about the heads of fouth Tyae;
all the low country of Cumberland lies full before you, gradually
rifing from the frith, till the fcene terminates in the romantic falls
of Kefwyck, among which the lofty Skiddaw, towering pre-emi-

~nent, forces itfelf on your attention, The lowering Criffel; on

the Scottith {ide, thuts up the profpe of the lefs level country about
Dumfries. The frith of Solway adorns the middle of the plain, and

-greatly brightens the profpe&t; appearing near Langholm as a mo-

derate river, it gradually fpreads out to your view; in fome places
fending its waters far into the country, thefe feem detached like lakes;;
proceeding on, it widens aleng the plain, and expands to a fea,

This hill attradts the attention of the antiquary, by the diftin&
remains of encampments, with which a confiderable part of it is co-
vered. On each fide of the hill there is a camp, which gives every
evidence of having been formed by the Romans. Oa the top there
are alfo the remains of fortifications. Some think it very difficult
to account for the condué& of the Romans, . in chufing fo high and
inconvenient a place for their encampment : I fhall attempt a gene-

" ral
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ral defcription of thefe camps, and then give the conjeture whxch I
formed when I vifited them.

" Before you reach the plain ground, at the foot of the hill, from
the foutheaft, there is a very gradual rife of near two miles. The
hill itfelf is oblong, and runs from northeaft to fouthweft. The af-
cent at firft is gentle, and becomes gradually more difficult as you
approach the fummit ; near the top it is rocky and nearly a precipice
for a confiderable way round, elpecially to the north and weft. In
the places not rocky, itis very fteep. On the top there is an irregular
plain, three hundred yards in length, and one hundred and fifty
yards or upwards in mean breadth. It is divided into two by a fmall
hollow, .by which the weft part, which is the {malleft, is rendered
nearly circular, Around this there are evident remains of a wall,

compofed of earth and ftones ; " and within that, fome confufed marks
of building. The traces of a wall may alfo be feen running from
this inclofure around the eaftern part, except in thofe places where
the rock rendered it unneceflfary. There are plain marks of a road
at the diftance of half a mile, coming from the fouth to the top,
which gradually afcends the fide of the hill, and enters the fortifica-

tions where they join at the hollow place in the middle. On the .
weft end, where it is rocky, there is the appearance of a road cut in

a floping dire&ion down the face of the rock.  The fortification on
the weft part of the fummit, meafures about one hundred and eighty
yards in diameter ; the eaftern part is not above one hundred and
fifty yards at the broadeft, and about two hundred and eighty in
length. Near the center of this there is a fmall hillock, higher tban
the refl, compofed of loofe ﬁones, ncw covered with earth.

The camp, which lies on the fide of the hill, to the foutheaft, is
* the moft entire; the upper fide is within an hundred yards of the
fortifications on the fummit. It is formed of a rampart with a large

’ ditch,

. on the Hill of Burnfwork. 12w

ditch, fo wéll preferved, that the top of the rampart is ftill eight feet
perpendicular above the bottom of the ditch. This fide meafures a-
bout two hundred and forty yards, and hath three gates at equal
diftances, The eaft {ide meafures one hundred and thirty yards,
and has one gate near the upper fide of the camp. On the corner,
above that gate, there is a ftrong fortification, not above twenty
yards Iquare, feparated from the camp by a rampart and deep ditch,
The lower fide of the camp meafures two hundred and fixty yards,
and has only one gate in the middle, The weft fide is not carried

“in a ftraight line, it bends a little outward, and meafures about two

hundred yards, and has one gate a little above the middle. All the
gates are fortified with a {mall mount, caft up a few yards before
each, and having a deep ditch in front. The three gates on the up-
per fide have mounts larger than the others.

The camp en the northweft ﬁ-de is confiderably different. The
fummit of the hill is more fieep than on the other fide. The camp
is lower down, and is longer than. the firt, but not fo deep. The
upper {ide has. only two gates, with a front of two hundred and
eighty yards; the welt fide appear;‘, to have two gates, although only
zbout eighty five yards in length ; the ground on the lower welt
corner is wet and foft, and on that account the traces are very in-
difiin@. The lower fide is three hundred yards long, and feems to
have two gates; the eaft fide has only one gate, very near the lower
end, and meafures-about one hundred yards. The two gates on the
upper fide of this camp, have alfo. mounts before them, but the o-
thers feem to have had none. |

To the fouth of this camp, near the foot of the hill, there are
fome fprings, ene of which is large, and appears to have been forti-

“fied. Below the fouth corner of the hill, on a plain, there is a
{mall encampment, nearly circular in its form, - |

The
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The whole {uggefted to me the idea of a fiege. The natives,
from the plains, had conveyed their cattle and effe@ts to the top of
the hill, and increafed the natural defence by walls. The Romans
divided their forces into two bodies, and placed one on each fide of
the hill. This accounts for the difference in the form and gates of
the camp, from that plan which they ufually formed in their en-
campments. The camps are not {quare, the lower fide is confider=
ably longer than that which fronts the hill. The gates in this front
are more numerous, to enable them to ferm the troops more expe-
ditioufly fo near the enemy; and well fortified, to protet them in
cafe of a retreat. The principal attack has been carried on by the
camp on the foutheaft fide; there the hill is moft acceflible. The
natives could have no water on the top. Perhaps they cut the road
down the rock on the weft end, for getting down unobferved to the

{prings below. In order to prevent them, the principal well has
been fortified and guarded. “To fupport the guards feadily, has
perhaps been the reafon for having two gates in that narrow fide of

the camp on the back of the hill. The party ftationed in the fmall .

encampment on the fouth fide, had been placed there to watch the

motions of the natives, if they fhould come down in a large body to

force their accefls to the fprings, or to make their efcape.

If this hill was the refuge of the natives in the time of the Ro-
~ mans, it perhaps often ferved the fame purpofe in the wars between
-the Scots and Englith, To this period we may refer the road which

leads from the lower ground up the hill, if not alfo part of the for-

tifications on the top. The cairn, on the eaftern fummit, was per- -

haps raifed as a place for lighting fires, as beacons for the country
in cafes‘of invafion. But the camps, on each fide of the hill, can
never be afcribed to the Englith ; they bear every mark of being
formed by the Romans.

The

onthe Hill of Burfy'@ark:. 129

"The army which ferved there, was perhaps that which ferved un-
der Agricola, This hill is near the road, by which it is probable,
he marched-into the north-; for he appears to have marched his ar-
my ‘up the banks of Annan, and then-to have croffed the moun-

tains and defcended into the valley o Clyde, mear the head of that

The banks of this river, above Lanark, afford a festile fubje& fot
an antiquary, though they have received few vifits from fuch a
tharalter. A Roman army has fpent the winter in that country.
The head quarters are about three miles to the eaft.of Lanark. Small
-cantonments are fcattered along the -eminences, up each fide of the
river, for feven or eight miles. Some of thefe flill retain-the name
of Co-wherds, from cobortzum. Several remains of the Roman caf-
way are ‘ftill to be feen. A bridge over a {mall river near Lanark,
ufually afcribed to the Pi&s, may perhaps claim the honour of being
built by Roman hands. At the foot of a hill, -called Tinto, welt:
from Biggar, there are ftill the plain veftiges of a Druidical temple,
swhich is perhaps the largeft in North Britain. ‘



	01_124_129 1
	01_124_129 2
	01_124_129 3

