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Objervations on the Origin of the Duni Pacis,

, COLINTON,
Boys no fooner arrive at the ufe of reafon, than they begin to be
inftruted in the language of ancient Rome: And the attions of the
Romans is the firft hiftory they are taught. * .From thence it comes,
that every monument of antiquity is almoft always believed to have
been made by thefe conquerors ; efpecially if the name of the mo-
nument, or of any place in its neighbourhood, can be wrefted to a

Q_ : Latin
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-Latin word, or even'to a Latin termination. Such muft have been
the cafe with regard to the two great tumuli near the river Chrrori,
in the fhire of Stirling, from which tlre place is called Dunipace;
~which is fuppofed to fignify the Hills of Peace; and it is common-
1y thought that the true name is Duni Pacis*, Hence it is conclud-
ed, that thefe tumuli were raifed by the two nations, on occafion :of
a peace, agreed on betwixt the Romans and Caledonians, and had
_their name from the Latin.—But Daun: is not a Latin word ; and
if it is to be found in any Latin writer, it is-only in giving a Latin
termination to the Gaelic word Dun; which name the place had be-
~ fore ever the ‘Romans came there. The other part.of the name of
Dumnipace, Pam or Peace, is a word that we have no- authonty to
believe was ever ufed in this country to fignify Peace, at the time
-thefe tumuli were raifed. Shall we then fuppofe that the two na-
~tions clubbed for the name, that each fhould contribute one ‘half to-
wards it, but that the Romans, being the ftrongeft, thould have the
honourable diftin@ion of giving the terminations of both words? I
muft. acknowledge that fuch a thing is poﬂible, but it is extremely
improbable; efpecially, as I cannot find any inftance in the Latin
hiftorians, of the Romans having raifed fuch fumuli on the fpots
"where they had coneluded a peace with any natidn. But both hif-
tory and poetry are full of accounts of heaps being raifed for fune-
ral monuments, by ever.y nation, of which we have any ancient ac-
“eounts. There are feveral in this-country, and many in Ireland, in.
“which the Romans never were, I therefore conceive, that the tu-
mulz of Dunipace were raifed over the people that had fallen in
battle, each army raifing one for its own men; and therefore gave
them ‘the name of Dun-abas, i.e. Hills of Death. Obferve here,
‘that B, in the Gaelic, is pronounced fo like P, that there is little if
-any difference in the found. In fhort, 1 find that the raifing fuch

“tumuli

* See Buch:m:m, B. 1. and B. 4. in Donald I. Bla cns Scotland in Stirlingfhire,
C aizbden, &c. J. G. C.
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sumnk over the dead, was the cuftom of the country. in which they
ftand; and they muft of courfe have a name from the ]ang.u_age of
that fame country. Where the ground was ftony, the heaps were
raifed of ftones, and were called Cairns : Where ftones- were not at-
hand, the heaps were made of earth. The battle, in memory. of
which the heaps in queftion were raifed, was probably a very bloody
one, and in which many people had fallen on both fides. . This in-
clined the parties concerned, to raife monuments every way larger
than ufual, fo that they appeared as hills, -or, in their language, Duna.

Another proof that thefe monuments were not the work of Ro-
mans, is, that it was the cuftom of that people always to fet up
wrought ftones, with infcriptions, marking the names of the people
concerned, and the bufinefs on which they were employed; and they
could'not have failed to have done- it in a remarkable way, ‘on an
occafion when they had thought proper to raife fuch remarkable
monuments: But none fuch having ever yet appeared in that place,
makes it probable, that none fuch ever were.  On the contrary, my
opinion, which 1 had conceived for the feveral reafons. above dedu-
ced, feems fupported and confirmed, by finding feveral fimilar 2~
muli in Britain, that were raifed as fepulchral monuments, ' as is

‘known for certain, by the human bones yet unconfumed, that are

found infuch places; and I doubt not, if one was to dig a little into
the two at Dunipace, he would foon find the fame undoubted proofs
of the purpofes for which they were ereted *

Q-2 - To

- * Near to Inverury, in Aberdeenthire, there is a Zumulus, like to thofe of Dunipace ;

and it is remarkable, that it has the name of the Bafs. May. we not conjefture, that

this one likewife, has been a monument over dead bodies, and has likewife got its name
from Ba.r, that in Gaelic fignifies Deat?? J. G. C. "

* Thefe tumuli of Dunipace lie on the river Carron, on the right hand of the roid from

- Falkirk to Glafgow, about three miles from Falkirk, and about haif 2 mile from the

road. The one that is on the eaft, and is moft entire, appears to be above oo fect
in circumference at the bottom, of more than 100 feet round the top, and 8o or go feet
from top to bottom ; being a truncated cone. J. G.C.
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To fum up the whole in a few words, the etymology I have
given, Dunabas, is agreeable to the cuftom of the country, and the
language of the country; whereas the other, Dunipacis, has no o-
ther prop to fupport it, but what is taken from the unnatural con-
jun&ion of two words, belonging to two different languages, and as
improperly coupled together as a figure would be, that bad a human
head joined to.a fifh’s tail, ‘
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