Report upon the preceding Paper, e. 39

Report upan tbe pr ecedmg Paper, by the late Sir Alexaua’er Dick,
qf Pre/t’oryfcld Baronet

‘To the Prefident and Society of the Antiquaries of Scotland, Sir
ALEXANDER Dick prefents his refpectful comphments He regtcts
that his advanced age prevents him from attending their meetings ;
but he feels the ftrongeft difpofition to promote, as much as in his
power, their admirable plans for the benefit of our country, He
perufed, with great fatisfaltion, the eflay for the propagation of oak
woods in the Highlands, and thinks it well deferves the ferious at-
tention of the Society and of the public ; becaufe it is of the greateft
importance to Britain, as a maritime power, to have fuch a never-
failing fupply of all kinds of fhip:timber, asis pointed out in Mr
Williams’s effay.  He is humbly of opinion, that it well deferves to
.be moved in the Houfe of Commons, and that all-the members from
Scotland fhould be invited to affift in bringing it to maturity, One
thoufand acres of well chofen ground; near water carriage, might be
inclofed and planted ; and if, within a certain number of years, this
plantation appeared to be in a promifing condition, another thoufand
acres might be treated in the fame manner; and fo on, til all the
lands proper for this purpofe, and at a moderate diftance from water
carriage, were flocked with this moft valuable prodution.

- With refpe@ to a fund for anfwering this patriotic purpofe,. it oc-
curs to Sir Alexander, that, as the fum of five thoufand pounds has
been, for a great length of time, annually allowed by parliament for
making and repairing roads and bridges in the Hi'giuland’s ; and as
thefe are now nearly all' finithed, fo that little elfe than repairs are
annually needed, if three thcufand pounds were appropriated for

thefe
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thefe repairs, and the remaining two thoufand for inclofing and plant-
ing a Royal Foreft, both purpofes might be fully accomplithed with-
out incurring any new expence to, gavernment ; And a fele num-~
ber from the AnttquananSocxety, in which this plan originated ; from
the Board of Truftees for Encouragment of Manufactures and Fifh-
‘eries; and from the Commlfﬁoners for the Managcment of the An-
nexed e{’cates, mxght be empowered to carry the plan nto execunon,
and to report its progrefs yearly to the ng and Privy Councd.
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