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Of the League Jaid to bave been formed between the Emperor Charle-
magne and the King of Scotland.

COLINTON.

FivE or fix years ago (anno 1773) two fhort treatifes were pu- -
blithed, one denying, and the other affirming, that the King of Scot-
Jand had entered into alliance with the Emperor Charlemagne. I
will not here enter into the arguments alledged -on either fide, but
only lay before the Society an obfervation I made on reading the
hiftory of thofe times, and which feems to have efcaped the obfer-

" yation of all who have written on that {fubjedt.

To the account of the league is added, that the King. of Scotland
fent his brother William with four thoufand men to ferve under -
Charlemagne. This very name, William, made me look on the whole
as an idle fory, the inconfiftency of which confuted itfelf. Falliam
is our way of contralling two Saxon words, guild beaume. Thele
fignify a gilded helm, which was an honourable diftin&ion, and like
an order of knighthood among the Saxons. Now, it feemed highly
improbable that a Prince of Scotland (hould have a Saxon name, OfF
title, in the beginning of the ninth century ; and that matters hap-
pened fo oddly, that this very Prince, with the honours of Saxony in

thould be picked out to ferve the Emperor, who

his name or title, {
made war on the Saxons for above twenty years. But, on reading

Fordun’s account of the matter, I could not help concluding that the
Fordun, not underftanding the meaning
{ which the firlt is Gilmerus, and goes

fuch as Gilermus, Gilerminus,
&ec.

. Prince’s name was Gilmor.
of the name, gives us feveral, o
on running changes upon that word,
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&e. till at laft he comes to Gulielmus, and refts there, as if that were
the true one; as it was a name that had become familiar, and been
\rem_iered domeftic in his time, Later writers as ionor,ant of the
Ga_e}ic as himfelf, have copied the name Wiilian; fron: him ; and be
this one error deface and difgrace the annals of their.couhtr’ 1§ wa};
conf'irmed in my opinion, by what Fordun, in another placey'tells :.of'
a‘I'img of France, (which ftory he muft have had from fome’ French:
writer or relator), who, fpeaking of the brave leaders that had ferved
under :Charlemagne, among  others, mentions the Scofi Gilliemore.

’ ’ . . . - -
Fordun’s having hit twice fo nearly on the trae name, which itis

plain he did not underftand, convinces me that he had taken his ac-
count of the fa@& from proper vouchers, as Gilmor was the only name
..or_.tit}e ic King’s brother could have-had.: Gtlle-means. ‘-aslz;d s or
in compafition, Gil-mor, literally tranflated, fignifies no morc"than’« 3
the (_:‘-.reat Lad : But in thofe days, before foreign titles of hoﬁour
werefnpnoduced; ‘muft have been fpecially applied to the King’s fon:
or »'bT.OFh'C!' ;. "exally in:the fame way as Monfteur in France, .or In‘-’-"
fant.in Spain. 'Our Highlanders, to exprefs their pa;tticul‘arr.;:hriefs,

_ infert the name of ‘the clan thus, Clan Chattan mor, Clan o’Duine

mor; and this effeGtually marks that they are fpeaking of their chief,
though there may be in the clan many nien greater than him, in ;
certain fenfe, that is, taller or broader than him: But to the.K,ain '
brother, the title Gilmor muft have fufficiently marked his rank ° ;
have feen feveral Irifh pieces, in which their national Saint tolwl;om'-
perhaps more than regal honours were paid, is devoutly ad,dreITéd b

the epithet of Gille. We have fufficient inftances of the Englith wbrzit“
Child having been ufed as a title given to the fons of perfons éf di--

ftin@ion. There is ftill to be found in Scotland the furname of

fM@c-Gx'llcm01*.. By .t.he various viciffitudes that time produces, the"
f.e\)v that now bear that furname are reduced to the I6welt rank of
life. Perhaps there may be fome people too apt to. lock with con-

| b2 tempt
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tempt on thofe, to whofe predeceflors their predeceffors would have
humbly paid their court, =

. 'The two treatifes mentioned above, are faid to have been written.

by Lord Hailes and Lord Elibank, There was alfo another publith-
ed by the eminent DoGor Arbuthnot, which I hever faw. - It feems
a point that deferves the care and attention of this Society to pfo-
cure copies of thofe three treatifes, from which, and from the autho~

rities to' which they. will dire& us;: that controvertcd part.of hlﬁory

may perhaps be clearcd up, and’ ﬁnally fcttled
Thene was a native of the Brm{h I{les, greatly eﬁeemed by the
Emperor Charlemagne on-account of his: Jéarning. : Several of his
writings have been pubhfhed. I'never faw them ;" and I believe few
“now a‘days read them : But, as he was once: great)y eftcemed,’ and
_ bxs name is. ftill eminent, fome neighbouring countties claim the ho-
-~ ‘Hour-of ‘having given him:birth,  He had feveral names, but'is moft
known by that of Alcuinus Albmus ‘Set afide the-Latin termination
us, and there remains Alcuin:Albin ; which, tranflated into modern
Englifh, is literally Alcuin a Scotch Highlander. By that’ name he
~ was known by his contemporaries, and it continues to this day. -
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