354 * Letter from Bifbop Burnet, .

To the right reverend My Lord the Bifbop of Edinburgh.

Mr Lorp, Saltoun, sth March ¥666.

"That any action of mine fhould accafion the leaft difpleafure or

trouble to my: fupenors cannot but much vex myfelf, The: Judgmg
a reformation to be neceflary s a thought I cannot avoid. All ranks
Jboth of the clergy and. laitie have finned, and all .ought. ‘to be re-
formed 3 and, till this hc camed «an, 1o extemal amend'nents will

;LECONEr . US. . o
- My

- Eetter from Bgfﬁbp-ﬁr&m&,' e 535

- My Lord, my defires of this engage me to reprefent to yourfelf,.
with. others of my Lords the Bifhops, my thoughts in order to i,

- wherem (although [ conceive . I grpunded them, upon authonty not:

to-be contemned) I affumé not in the leaft.to dzé'tate, onfy o pro-

- pofe my-own:opinion, with the grounds mducmg me'to it Thlb L

intended neither for any public difcourfing, nor private reproaching:
either of youf erder or perfons,:to both of which I {hall ever pay: all’

~due-efteem,. but for.a plain regrefem;atmn to yousfelves 5 which ha~

ving dong W:thout the -councell or advyce of,any, tis the lefle won=-
der though E: nugbt ‘have etred:and, been. miftaken in many- thmgs.
L am forry that it hath.given fo great offence :. 1 am fure 1 intended’
none by it.  As for the form of my. whole paper, . or the particular.
expreflions-of.it, or the manner-of addrefling it; I fhall not Rand to-
jURify thém ;. butiwherein. T Have tranfgrefled; ‘do beg pardén. F
fhall only deﬁre, that; be it-never fo irregularly-done, the matter be:
rmpartxa}}y wcxghed ‘that fo good a:caufe faffer-not by my- medling;
mrit; but that a- feformation: of “all’ abufes that*be among us be vi+-
goroufly promoted, that the Church and-Churchmen-being purified;,
the work-of- Religion may. be zcalouﬁy advanced. And: how - diffi-
cult. foever this: -may appear at.a diftance, I am. saffired; that, when:

gone- about it fhall be found beth eafy and:of unfpeakable fatisfac-

tion to thoefe 'who- apply themdelves- to it, and, by the blefing oft’
God, ‘which is nevér wantifg fo fuch’endeavours, fhall greatly: re-.
dound to'the mﬁmte advantage of this fo defolate-and broken church..
E fhall ‘néver ceafe to pray forit, and fhall labour patiently to wait:
for his.coming-who will: make-all things new :- Meanwhile, I fhalls
endeavour to carry myfelf fo-as that neither-by. the letting this-
abroad nor any. other way, ought.may come from me which.is c
trary.to the duty of

MY LORD ,
“Your moft humble and* noft obediént fon and: fervant, .

o GiLerT BURNETS.
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