with the Earl of Botbwell, 551

Zetter under the Privy. Signet of King Yames VI. ad<-
drtgfed thus : ¢ To ov. truftie and well beloved y'. Pro<
““wefty; Bayli _ﬂes, and Councell of y'. Burrougb of Dzm« -

S die ¥

Janmes R

TrusTiE and well beloved We greate you well: Haveing refol--
ved, by God’s grace, to fatishe the hopes and wifhes of o%. good and *
loveing fubjeéls by o, repayring to that o, antient Kingdome this -
_next approacheing, fomer, whereunto it is.our earneft defire, and the
neceflarie affaires of “that of. eftate do likewaies invit us. Soe We
have not. bene: careles and fo‘rge_tfu'll“of that - which’ importes the -
henor, and creditt of -or, faid Kingdom, but. have fpent of. whole
Rents thairof, and ‘beflowed other great fumes far exceeding the
Revenues of the fame; inrepayring of o7 Houles, and provydeing .

of &

¥ From the.original in the Antiquarian Mulzeum. :
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‘of other neceflarie preparations fit for of. receipte there, whereby
the Noblemen, f{trangers, and others who will accompanie us, may
neyther fee marks of incivilitie, or appearances of fcarcitie and want
dureing o, abode amongf{t you. And although for thefe neceffarie
preparations there is as much alreddie undertaken by or. Officers as
or. Coffers may convenientlie afford ; yet; upon examination of par-
ticulares, we find many things unprovyded which the rents of that
or. Crowne are not hable to furnith, the confideration whereof hath
moved us to appointt a convention of the Eftates of that o". Realme
to be at Edinr, the fyfth day of Marche nexte, to Advyfe and re-
folve upon the beft meanes wherby with leafte hurte to o, good fub-
je&s all defe@s may be {upplied, and the honor, and repuration of
that or, Kingdome may be preferved. And therefore thefe to will
and require you to fend yo'. Commiflioners to the faid Convention,
inftruted with ample power, according to the order, that yor, faid -
Commiflioners may precifelie keepe the faid dyet, and be in Ed the
- {ourth of the faid month, that they may be reddie on the morrow
thereafter to meete with the reft of the Eftates, as you refpe& or,
obedience and fervice. 'We bid you farewell. Given at or. Pallace
of Whitehall the laft of December 1616. |
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