Differtation on the Marriage of Queen Mary, &re. s41

-@éﬂértation on the Mc‘zrriage of ',Qz,zeen Maﬂr‘y with t/)e
- Earlof Bothwell. |

In the defence of the unfortunate Mary, the moft arduous point
o be furmounted is her marriage with, the Earl .of Bothwell This

1 thall now briefly confider.

The leading fteps in it; to wit, the trial of Bothiwell, his acquit~
"’talirauﬁed‘ in Parliament, and the bond of the nobles, addrefling
‘the Queen to be joined in inarriage with him ; all devifed, matured,
‘and perfe@ed by the moft artful and flagitious contrivance of Mur-
ray and his affociates, have been fully expofed to view. I here pro-
‘ceed to thow the fubfequent feps taken by Bothwell for compelling -
the Queen into that fatal marriage. »

In treating this aﬁ;air, the later wnters, Dr Stuatt and Mr Whit=
‘aker, have penetrated the oblcure cloud, and have furm(hed us with
‘that clue that leads to a clear and thorough dete@ion of facs {o da-
tingly flagitious, as fcarce to be paralleled in hiftory. Thefe we
now proceed to lay open, together w1th the grounds and evxdence
-on which they reft,

© The bond of the nobles Was figned on the 1gth, or early on the
' orning of the 2oth of April..

NN S

Thns affair of the bond, the Q_een deciareo, ‘was kept fecret fro;n
her unttl exhibited by Bothwell on the followmﬂr occaﬁon :

Bothvs ell having obtained the bond of the nobles, as has been be-

" fore particularly fet forth, mt‘xout tle ‘Queen’s knowledge, (WC
ﬂmll
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ﬂaa]l take the recital in the words' of the Queen herfelf), © he be-

‘. gan afar off to difcover his i intention to us; and to affay if by hum-
¢ ble fute he might purchafs our good will ; but, finding our anfwer
nothing correfponding to his defire, he refolved quickly to profe-
¢ cute his deliberation : He fuffered not the matter to fall afleep ;.

¢ but, within four days after, finding opportunity, be reafon we-

¢ were paffit fecretely towards Stirling, to vifit the Prince our fon,

* in our returning he awaited us be- the way, accomparied with a.
¢ great force ¥, and led us with all diligence to Dunbar'T.""

Let us &op a Ixttle to conf'der —The Qeens prevxous Enow-"

ledge-of the bond,, and her acquiefcence in the feizure of her perfon
by Bothwell, are two fad@ls that apparently feem to have the ﬂrong—
eft oppoﬁtlon to eachi other: Had the Queen a&ed in concert ‘with
Bothwell, in ‘obtaining the bond from the nobles, nothmg remained,
but, ‘under thé finion of their unammous addrefs, to have drreé’dy
proceeded to the marriage. Inftead of which, can we fuppofe her

{o weak as.to rele& that addrefs, and, rather choofe that Bothwell:
fhould a[tempt to feize and carry Eer off by violence ¥ an attempt:
‘which many acc1dents might frufirate, and which, at all events,

_could not fail to. render him, or both of them, odious to the whotz-

natipn. Common fenfe, then as well as candour, muft indace us
10 believe that the fcneme of 'feizing the Queen was folely the con-

trivance of Bothwell and of his affociates, who prompted him to-it.
cn her reje&ting his fuit..

That we may omit nothing that ferves-to throw light on- this. af*

fair, although Sir James Melvill ftands confeffed the partizan of:

Murray and his affociates againft the Queen ; yet; as being on the,
{pot, let us take his account of the %ee'n"s feizure:
| ¢ Shortly
¥ A thoufand horfemen in arms, —-Ro&ertﬁm, vol. 1. p. 417,

1~ The Queen’s inftrudtion to the Bithop of Dumblane, her m:m(’cer in F,ance, to
be communicated to the King and Queen.—Keith, p. 389.
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~* Shortly after her Majefty went to Stirling, and in her return-

*ing, between Linlithgow and Edinburgh, the Earl of Bothwell

‘rencountered her with a great company, and took her Majefty’s
horfe by the bridle. His men took the Earl of Huntly, the Se-
-cretary Lethington, and me, and carried us captives to Dunbar :.
¢ \All the reft were permitted te go free. There the Earl of Both-.
well boafted he would marry the Queen, who would, or would
“not, yea, whether [he would berfelf or not. Captam Blackater,
¢ who had taken me, alledged that it was with the Queen’s own
“ confent.” " Thus Melvill. " It was alfo reported, that the Queen,
made no refiftance. . The Queen being thus feized and carried to

-

.~

~ DPunbar Caftle, " of which Bothwell had the command, Huntly, Le-

thington, and the other attendants on the Queen, were difmiffed the
next morning. As to Blackater’s faying that this feizure was with
the Queen’s confent, itis moft likely that Bothwell would fo give out;
otherwife how-could he think to prevail with his men to join him in

{o daring and treafonable an attempt 2 With regard to the Queen’s
‘making refiftance or clamour, Melvill fays not a word. In her fitua-

tion, -it is ‘'hard ‘to fay how {he mift have been affected. - The fud-
dennefls of fo audacious an attack from ene who had, on every other
oocafion, thown fuch uniform loyal attachment to her, muft have fo

confounded her, as to have prevented any refiftance againft fuch

force ; a refiftance which, after all, muft have been inefleGtual, and

~ probably attended with bloodfhed. On the other hand, had the en-

terprize been concerted previoufly, and with her confent; it is -pro-
bable, that, to fave appearance, the would have affeted a great fhow
of refiftance. Without, howevér, refting:this matter altogether up-
on the Queen’s own teftimony, genuine and unaffeted as it appears
to be, we fhall. proceed to more unexceptionable evidence, no lefs
than the teftimonies of the rebel aflociates againft-her, at the time
when the affair was recent, and while apologizing for their cendu&

in 1mpr1fonmv her in Lochlevin Caftle, where they co'npe lled her tof
reﬁgn'
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reﬁgn the government in their own favour, ¢ Bothwell,’ fay they,
¢ having got into credit with the Queen, enterprifed to ravi/b ber
¢ ‘perfon, and kept-her a prifoner at Dunbar until he accomplithed a.
¢ fudden marriage with her.” Several of our writers, from an over-
ftrained delicacy, conftrue this as applicable only to Bothwell’s fei-
zure of the Queen, and carrying- her by force to- Dunbar Caftle.
The fa@, however, is moft certain, and literally true, that having
her in his power in that Caftle, he aCtually committed a rape on her
perfon. The evidence of this is moft “explicit and clear. In the
above anfwer * given by the rebel affociates to Sir Nicolas Throg-
morton, the envoy from Queen Elifabeth, fent down to the rebels
to inquire into the fadts, and their reafons for imprifoning the
Queen, they, in the following moft remarkable words, declare;
* How fhamefully the Queen was led captive by Bothwell, and by
¢ force, fear, and (as by many conjeCures may well be fufpected).
* by other extraordinary and more unlawful means compelled to. be=
¢ come bis bed-fellow. '

The teftimony of Sir James Melvill to- the fame moft atrocious:
a& puts it beyond all doubt. ¢ The Queen,’ fays he, ¢ could not
¢ but marry him, (Bothwell) fecing he had ravifhed her, and lain:
¢ with her againft her will 1.’

What thofe extraordinary unlawful means, above alluded to, were,.
we are left to conjetture §. - ‘

We fhall now fee how far the account which the Queen gives of

Bothwell’s.

“* p1th }ixly 15673 Keith, p. 418. . + Melvill 5 Glafgow edit. p. 156:

1 Dr Stuart thinks it might have been by medicine, or what are called Jove powders..

But that is not agreeable to Sir James Melvill, or the above words of the rebel anfwer

to Throgmorton. Mr Whitaker, with more probablity, conjectures it to have been.a.

firong opiate, or ftupifying dofe.
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Cry

Bothwell’s procedure in the Cafltle of Dunbar agrees wich the pre-
ceding teftimontes.

¢ Being thair, (at Dunbar) we reprochit him,” fzys the Queen,
with the favour we had always {chawin him, his ingratiiude, with
all uthir remonftrances which mightferve to redd us out of his
handis ; albeit we fand his doings rude, yet were his anfer and
words bot gentill, that he wald honour and ferve us, He afkit
pardon of the bauldnefs he had tane, to convoy us to ane of our
awin houfis, whareinto he was driven be force, as well as con-
firainit be love, the vehemencie of- which had maid him fet apart
the reverence which naturally, as our fubje@, he bore to ‘us, as al-
fo for fafety of his awn life. He began to make dilcourfe to us
of his haill Iyfe; the malice of his enemies ; that he could find
no fecurity without he were affurit of *our favour without altera-
tioun, and uther aflurance thairof, he could not lippin (truft) in,
without it would pleis us to do him that honour, to tak him to
hufband ; protefling always, that he wald feik na uther fove=
-reighnty, but as of before, to ferve and obey us all the days of
* our lyfe, When he faw us like to reject all his. fute and offeris,

¢ in the end he thewed us how far he had proceedit with our haill

nobilitie and principallis of our eftates, and what they had pro-
¢ mifit him under thair hands. Giff we had caufe then to be afto-
¢ nifhed, we remit us to the judgement of the King and Queen, and
other friends. Seeing ourlelf in his puiflance, fequeftrate from

the cumpany of all our fervants, and others of whom we might

alk council ; yea, {ceing them upon whofe council and fidelitie we

before depended, whofe force ought and maun maintain our au-

‘thoritie, without whom we are nathing, (for what is a prince
without a peopil), before hand already yieldit to his apetite, and

we left alane, as it were a prey to him, never a man in Scotland *

Zizz * making

* Murray, Morton, and their partifans, had the adminiftration of govérnment in

their
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- ¢ making-any mint to procure our deliverance, it appearing by thair-
¢ filence and thair hand writes that he had won thame all.” In this

helplefs fituation the Queen feems quite confounded, and aftonifhed:

to find herfelf entirely under-the power of a-daring; défperate man..

~She finds it neceflary to- foften her tone; ¢ After-he had by this--

* meansy’ fays {he; * brought us agaitward (feemingly favourable) to
* his intent, he-partli¢ extorted, and partlie obtaned our promife to-
! take him to our-hufband.” She infilts.for a.delay until fhe thouid.

communicate the fame to her friends, the King and Queen. of-
France. He penetrated her defign. ¢ Fearing evir fome alteration;.

¢ he wald not be fatisfied with the. juft reafons-for a delay ;. but as;
“ by a bravade in the beginning, he had win the firft point; fo ceifed

¢ he not till be perfuafion and importune {ute, accompanied wiih -

¢ force, he has driven us ta end the work, as he thought might be&.
‘ ferve-his turn)

To this miferable frtuation had the fevere fate of - the--unfortunate
Mary now reduced her. One of the moft bitter circumftances ia
her cafe, too, was, that, in her juftification of the fatal marriage
which degraded her in the eye of the world, and to which fhe was
compelled by the moft flagiticus.adt of viclence committed on her
perfon, fhe was reftrained by modefty from fpeaking.out the whele

truth.  In her detail, when approaching to the fhocking cataftrophe,

we evidently fee the ftruggle between the earneft defire of a modelt
. woman to_vindicate herfelf from.a moft injurious fufpicien, and fe-
male delicacy, which reftrains her from fpeaking out the whole cir-

cumftances,

their hands 3 and'as, in procuring the bond of the nobles, they had infinuated ‘the
Queen’s knowledge ‘of it ; fo they now fpread the report of her being carried to Dun-
bar with her own confent, which. prevented any attempt to refcue her. by her loyal
fubjelts.  The rebels, in their. proclamation 12th June 1567, when they rofe in arms
againft the Queen, on pretence ‘of refcuing her from Bothwell, acknowledged to the
public, that, after Bothwells feizing her, ¢ {lie was /eft deffitute of all counfole and fere
¢ wants)—And. vol. 1. P 131

-
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cumftances. She attempts to conceal that truth which unwillingly

breaks out from her; and, with the fame breath, fhe wifhes to

throw a veil over it.

Thus we apprehend, ‘that nothing can be mere clear and explicit
than the evidence of the feizure and rape committed on the perfon
of the Queen, -proved by the united teflimonies of the affociated

-confpirators themfelves with Bothwell againft her,

A‘.s_“they muft have been well informed as to -every -circumftance
relating to the horrid fcene acted by their confederate Bothwell in
the Caftle of Dunbar; accordingly the fonnets, or fcandalous love

* verfes fabricated by them in the name of the Queen, -let us-into the

following particulars that happened there-:

“"That Bothwell, after committing the rape, ftung with remorfe on
witnefling the frantic diftrefs, grief, and lamentation of the Queen,
and the bitter reproaches levelled againft himfelf, made an attempt
on his own life, and gave himfelf a defperate wound with his {word
in her prefence, which was followed by a great effufion of blood *.
This, in exprefs terms, s mentioned in the fonnets, We fhall re-
«cite from the beginning of the ninth ftanza. '

“Pour lui aufli Jay jetté mainte larme
“Premier qu'il fut de ce corps poflefleur,

Duguel alors il Wavoit pas le coeur.

Puis il me donnoit un autre dur alarme

‘Quant il verfa de fong fang, mainte dragme

D’ont de grief me vint laiffer douleur,

Qui ni’en penfa ofter la viet.

Zzz2 What

* We owe the difcovery of this incident to the penetration of Mr Whitaker.
' + For him I poured out many tears,
Firft when he made himfelf pofieflor of this body,

A
)
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What a fcene of horror is here difplayed, and what agony of dif-
trefs muft the unfortunate Mary have fuffered, when awakened to
the full fenfe of her dreadful fituation ! What confli® of paflions
mulfl have taken place within her breaft * ! In the frenzy of rage
which firt muft have poflefled her, the naturally, amidft the mof
bitter reproaches, pours threats of vengeance upon the head of the
ravither. As rage fubfides, fettled grief fucceeds, and fhe diffolves

into a flcod of tears.

Let the moft fevere of her fex now judge and fay, what courfe,
in the irretrievable fituation of her affairs, was left for her to have
followed * Her firft and moft urgent cencern was to regain her
liberty, to free herfelf from the hands of the infamous ravither.
That probably fhe attained by promifing to be directed by the advice.
of her council. There Bothwell had nothing to fear: There the
influence of his aflociates Murray and Morton, he was well affured,
would be ftrained, to the utmoft exertion, in urging on the mar-
riage with the Queen, as the confummation of their whole precon-
certed plan. To leave nothing to conjeCture, we fhall take the au-
thorities of two. well informed writers then on the fpot, Bifhop Lef-
lie and Sir James Melvill. The Bifhop, then in council, thus fays,
in his vindication of the Queen: ¢ Some who are now the vehe-
¢ ment reprovers and blamers of the marriage, were then the prin-
¢ cipal inventors, perfuaders, and compaflers of the fame. They

® procured a great part of the nobility to folicit the Queen to couple
’ ¢ herfelt

Of awhich ke then bad not the heart..

After, he did give me an uther hard alarm.
‘When he fched his blude an great quantitie,
Throu forrow of which came to me that dolour
"That almaift carried away my life.

* Imo in corde pudsr, mixtoque infania luFi

Et confcia virtus.

And. Good, vol. 2. p. 25c. § Lord Hailes’s Remarks, p. 204.
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¢ herfelf in marriage with the faid Earl ®*’ Let us now fee how
this tallies with Sir James Melvill’s account of this matter, which is
as follows: ¢ Afterwards the court came to Edinburgh, and there
¢ a number of noblemen were drawn. together in a chamber within
“ the palace, where they all fubfcribed a paper, declaring that they
* judged it was much for the Queen’s interelt to marry Bothwell,
¢ he having many friends in Lothian and upon the borders, which.
¢ would caufe good order to be kept 1.’

Melvill adds the ftronger reafon, mentioned before, and whichs
was then well known, viz. ¢ That the Queen could not but marry
“ him, feeing he had ravithed her, and. lain with her againft her

* will 1.’

Thus was this unfortunate Princefs, by a train of moft-artful de~
figns and contrivances, drawn into the net fabricated for her deftruce-
tion. by a fet of men, if they can be called by that name, the moft
daring and unprincipled that ever difgraced the annals of any age or

_country, and from whom it was next to impoflible that fhe, or the-

moft innocent of her fex, could have efcaped. The only refource:
now left for her was that meafure for which her condu@ has been-
moft reproached, to marry her infamous ravither. ¢ After remain-
“ing eight days| under the power of a daring profligate,’ fays-
Lord Hailes, ‘ few foreign Princes would have folicited her:
¢ hand §. ' ‘

The relutance with which Mary fubmitted to this fatal-marriage.
is

. f[;eﬂie’s'vDefcnce.—Anderfon, vol. 2. p. 26.. + Wé'. are not to-confound

this paper with the bond of the nobles figned at Bothweli’s entertainment 19th April. .
1 Melvill; Glafgow edit. p. 156. Il .Viz, from 24th- April to 3d of May ;.

Zhe-
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‘is manifefted by her behaviour from that period until her final fe-
paration from her detefted fpoufe. That interval was a fhort one,
a month only ¥, The dignified mind of Mary, confcious of her de-
gradation by that marriage into which her hard fate had impelled
her, funk under her diftrefs; every moment was embittered by

refle®ion ; and the brutal behaviour of Bothwell drove her al-

moft to defpair. Melvill, then attending at court, fays, that Both-
well ufed her with fuch reproachful language, that fhe threatened to
put an end to her life. * He was fo beaftly,” fays Melvill, * that he
¢ fuffered her not to pafs a day without thedding tears. “His own
¢ company believed that the Queen would fain have been quit of
* kim, bat thought fhame to be the doer thereof direétly herfelf 1.’

Thus ftand proved, in the cleareft manner, by the eﬁplicit tefti-
mony of the confpirators themfelves, the forcible feizure of the
Queen by Bothwell 5 his carrying her off to the Caftle’ of Dunbar;
the brutal rape committed on her perfon there &y force, and other

extraordinary means, in confequence of which, no other refource ap-

pearing, fhe was drawn and.impelled -into ‘the fatal marriage, -the
long wifhed for event by the confpirators, and the object of all their
dark and deep laid plots. This event completed the defigns that

were formed for her deftruion, as it was the immediate caufe of all
- o : the

s

The great Theoriit of Moral Sentiments, on this head, thus expreffes himfelf:
The violation of chaltity in the fair fex is a virtue of which we are exceffively jea-
lous, Breach of chaftity difhonours irretrievably ; no circumfance, no folicitation
can excufe it ; no repentance atone for it. We are fo nice, that even a rape dif
honours; and the ignorance of the mind cannot, in our imagination, wath out the
¢ ftain of the body.’—Smith’s Moral Sent. 8vo edit. wol. 2. part 7. § 4-

* The marriage was on the 1 5th.of' May, and the Queen’s final parting with Both-
well at Carberr._y-h.ill'was on the i5th _lo'f June following.~—Anderfon.—Good. vol. 2.
p- 250. Journal, § Metvill, p- 153 160, 161.

-

-

-
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the-mifery and misfortunes to which the future days- of Mary were
now referved & .

lile dies, primus leti, primufque malorum -
Caufa fuit,

As; by giving way to her unhappy fituation, and with relu@ance;
fhe had yielded to the marriage, every moment, during the fhort
fpace of its continuance, the paffed, as-we have feen, in-bitter reflec<
tion, tears, and defpair. .
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