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On the Fafbionable Amufements and Entertainments in
Ldinburgh in the laft Century, with a Plan of a grand
Coneert of Mufic on St Cecilia’s Day, 1 695.

Read by W. Tytler of Woeodhoufelee, Efg;

IT affords go unpleafant exercife to the mind to take a retrofpect
of the manners:and cuftoms, and even of the amufements of the paft -
times, and to compare them with thofe of the prefent age. In the
fhort refearch which forms the fubje@ of the. following paper, I
mean to go little farther back than a fingle century, and to take a
curfory view of a few of the entertainments and amufements that
were in ufe amongft the people of rank and fathion in Scotland to-

wards the end of the la{’c and of the beginning of the prefent cen-~
-tury.

In the years 1681 and 1682, while the Duke of York, then Com-
miflioner from the King to Parliament, with his Dutchefs *, and his
daughter the Princefs Anne, (afterwards Queen Anne), refided in:
Edinburgh, a fplendid court was kept at the Palace of Holyrood-
houfe; to which reforted the prmcxpal of the noblhty and gentry.
The Duke, though a bigot in his religious principles, was no Cynic
in his manners and pleafures Our fathers of the laft age ufed to-
talk with dchght of the gaiety and brilliancy of the court of Holy-

‘Rrra roodhoufe..

* Mary D’Efte, daughter of the Duke of Modena,: celebrated by Lord Landfdoun,.
Dryden, and other wits.of the time,. for her beauty and decency of manners.
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roodhoufe. The Princeffes were eafy and aﬁ_"abfe, and the Duke
then fludied to make himfelf popular * among all ranks of men.

“Tea, for the firft time heald of in Scotland, was given as a treat
by the Princefles to the Scottith ladies who vifited at the ‘Abbey.
Balls, plays, and mafquerades, were introduced : Thefe laft,. how-
ever, were [oon laid afide. The fanaticifm of the times could not
bear fuch ungodly innovations. The mafquerade was ftiled promi/=
cuous dancing, an which all Jorts of people met together in difgiusfe T
The vulgar gave it the name of the Horn Order. This profane en-
tertainment was therefore foon given up.

The fate of the flage feems to have been equally adverfe. The
fpirit of .the times was ftill too much tin@ured with fanaticifm to
expect that the execrated profane entertainment of the ftage would
then fucceed. A play- houfe was always held in abhorrence, and

anathemanzed by the clergy 1. I_ndced the actors, who. were part-

| . ‘of

“* Bithop Burﬁet, who is feldom lavi(h of his encomia on James, gives the follow-
ing account of the Duke’s deportment and government in Scotland at that time s
" ¢ The Duke (fays the Bithop) behaved himielf, upon his firft going to Scotland, in {o
¢ obliging a .manner, that the nobility and gentry who had been fo long trodden on
¢ by the Duke of Lauderdale and his party, found a very fenfible change ; fo that he
¢ gained much on them all. Hc continued {kill to fupport that fide; yet things were
¢ fo gently carried, that there was no cauic of complaint It was vifibly his intereft to
make that kingdom fure to him, and to give them fuch an effay of his government
as might diffipate all the hard thoughts of him with which the world was poffefled ;
and he purfued this with great temper and fuccefs. In matters of juftice he thewed

-

LY

Y

¢ an impartial temper, and encouraged all propofitions relating to trade: And fo, confi-
¢ dering how much the nation was fet againft his religion, he made a greater progrefs
¢ in gaining upon them than was expelted '— Burnet’s Hiff. Edin. edit. vol. 2. p. 322.
+ A phrale, u{ed by the fanatxcs, which they meant fhould import fomething very
myfterious.
1 ihe Duke feems to have been neither wife nor pohtxc in his attempt to mtroduce
fuch_an innovation even in the amuiements of {ych times. It was fcarce two years iice
“ fore
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of the Duke of York’s company, and were confidered as belonging

to his houfehold, feem not to have been the moft eminent of the
profeflion,

fore this, when thofe enthufiafts, the Covenanters,-had collected their force, and given

battle to the King’s trocps, commanded by the Duke of Monmouth. Although they
fuffered a defeat at Bothwell Bridge, and were difperfed, yet the {pirit was kept up by
their preachers in different parts of the kingdom. Cameron, the famous head of that
fe&t of Covenanters ftiled, from him, Cameronians, was killed in arms.  Cargil, a difs
tinguifhed Covenanter and field-preacher, having convened. his followers at t¢he Tor-
wood, near-Stirling, after renouncing all allegiance to the King and government, with
great folemnity excommunicated, and configned to the Devil, Charles, his brother the
Duke of York, with the Dukes of Monmouth, iaudcrdale, and Rorhes.

‘f'o what degree the fpirit of fanaticifin prevailed in the minds of thefe poor people,
we may fee from an abftract from Cargil’s excommaunication, which méy be efteemed
a curiofity at this day. After a fermon fuitable to the occafion, he thus proceeds:

¢ I, as a minifter of Jefus Chrift, and having authority from him, do, in his name, ex=

¢ _communicate and caft out of the true church, and deliver up to Satan, Charles the Se-
¢ cond : Firft, For his contempt of God, after he had acknowledged his own fins, his
¢ father’s fins, his mother’s idolatry, and had folemnly engaged againft them, &c. 2dly,
For his great perjury, after he had folemnly fubfcribed that Covenant, did fo prefump-
¢ tuoufly renounce, difown, and command it to be burnt by the hand of the hangman.
¢ 3dly, For his having refinded all laws for eftablifhing the religion and the Covenant, &c.

¢ By the fame aunthority, Iexcommunicate, caft out of the church, and deliver up to
¢ Satan, Fames Duke of York, and that for his ldolatry, (for T fhall not fpeak of any

¢ other fins but what have been perpetrated by him in Scotland), and for fetting up
and his enticing and encouraging others to do fo.

"

-

idolatry, to defile the Lord’s land,
By the fame authority, Cargll excommumcakcs, and configns to the Devil, the

Dukes of Monmouth, Lauderdale, and Rothes. 1 thall tranferibe part of his charges againft
thefe three laft grandees. _That_agam& Monmouth, is ¢ for his leading armies againft
¢ the Lord’s people, who were conitrained to rife, being killed in, and for the right

s wor{hipping of the true God, and for refufing a ceffation of arms at Bothwell Bridge.

"¢ Againft Lauderdale, for his apoflatizing from the Covenant; for his {coffing and drol-
¢ ling at the Scriptures ; for his adulteries and uncleannefs ; and for affifting the King
¢ in his tyrannies againft the true religion, &c. ‘

¢ And againft Rothes, for his adulteries and uncleannefs, and for his allotting the
¢ Lord’s Day for his drunkennefs, &c- &c. ’
After denouncing this excommunication to a numerous conventxon of Covenanters,

September 1680, they affixed it to the crofs of Dumfrics, and other places. Gargil,
fome
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profeflion, if we give any degree of credit to Dryden’é fatirical ac-
count of this troop. It would feem, that the beft part of the com-
pany had gone to Oxford, as they were in ufe to do, to perform at
the annual public aQts there. Dryden, with great humour, makes
them thus apologife to the Univerfity for the thinnefs of the com-
pany, while they infinuate that the beft remained, and that the re-
fufe only had gone to Edinburgh,

Our brethren have from Thames to Tweed departed,
To Edinborough gone, or coach’d, or carted ;
With bonny blue cap there they act all night
For Scotch half crowns, in Englifh 3 pence hight.
One nymph to whom fat Sir John Falftaff’s lean,
There with her fingle perfon fills the fcene. '
Another, with long ufe and age decayed,
Died here old woman, and rofe there a maid.
Our trufty door-keeper, of former time,
There ftrats ind fwaggers in heroic rhime.
Tack but a copper lace to drugget fuit,
And there’s a hero made without difpute ;
And that which was a capon’s tail before,
Becomes a plume for Indian Emperor.
But all his fubjetts to exprefs the care
Of imitation, go like Indian, bare.
Dryder’s Mif. vk 2.

The poet’s fancy véas, no -doubt, ihvdulged’ fatirically - at the ex-
pence of the Scottifh theatre. It is not 1mprobable, however, that
' ' there

fome time after, was. apprehended, brought to trial, and condemned, with-a few of his
followers,, to be hanged. "Bithop Burnet fays, ¢ That théy' fuffered with an obftinacy
¢ {o particular, that thougly the Duke fent the offér of pardon to them on the fcaffold,
¢ if they would cnly fay, God blefs the King, it was refufed, with great neglect.”
Such perfons were truly more proper objefts of pity than punifhment. Accordingly
‘Burnet continues, ¢ After 15 or 16 of them had thus feemingly gladly fuffered for their-
¢ opinion, the Duke ftopt further profecution, and: appointed them to-be put in a houfe
* of correQion.—7ol.. 2. b 32
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there might be fome truth in this ludicrous defcription. A regular
theatre, with its appendages of fcenery, drefles, &ec. is not to be
created cxtempore.

Where this play-houfe was fituated can only be gueffed. T re=
member fomewhere to have feen a play-bill in capital letters, adver-
tifing the Indian Emperor to be atted at the Queen's Chocolate- boufe.
This was, no doubt, near the Abbey ; but the precife fituation, or
the date of the advertifement, is'not now known,

* Another entertamment was fometimes e\hxbxted at court, in whxch
the Lady Ange, (the ufual name given to the Princefs),. with other
young ladies of quality, reprefented fome of the ancient heathen my-
thological charatters. Thefe were called Mafks, a fort of mufical
drama; fuch as the Comus of Milton, and other fuch pieces as we fee
in the works of Ben Johnfon, Shirley, Davenant, and other drama-
tic 'poets of the laft century- Thefe interludes were accompanied
with mufic, end fet off with fplendid dreffes and dccorauons.-—-Se
much for the court entertainments. ' ‘

The golf *, and playing at tennisf, were the favourite amufements

of the gentry of thofe times. The Duke of York was frequently

feen -

* King Charles I. is faid to have been fond of the exercife of the goif. The follow-
mg anecdote I have been told of him : That, while he was engaged in a party at gblf
on the Green or Links of Leith, a letter was delivered into his hands, wkich gave him
the firft account of the infurrection and rebellion in Ireland. On reading which, he
fuddenly called for his coach ; and, leaning on one of his attendaants, and in great agi-
tation, drove to the Palace of Holyroodhoufe, from whence next day he fet out for
London.

+ The game of tcnms, which is now emu-ely given up in Scotland, was an exercife much
in vogue all over Europe in the laft century. In every large town there was a tennis.
court. Some remains of them are yet to be feen in Edinburgh ; one, in particular, at
the Water Gate, nigh to the Palace. I have heard it faid, that the famous John Law
of Laurielion, afterwards comptroller-general of the finances .in France, and James
Hepburn, Efg; of Keith, were moft remarkable players at tenais. '
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feen in a party at golf on the Links of Leith, with fome of the no-
bility and gentry. 1 remember in my youth to have often con- .
verfed with an old .man, named Andrew Dickfon, a golf club maker,
who faid, that, when a boy, he ufed to carry the Duke’s golf clubs,
and to run before him and announce where the balls fell,”

On the reje@ion of the exclufion bill, the Duke being recalled to
London, the courtly entertainments at the Palace of Holyroodhoufe,
of courfe, were no more.

~ Private balls and concerts of mufic, it would feem, were now the
only fpecies of public entertainments amongft us. With regard to
the compofitions performed at thefe concerts, who were the per-
formers, and on what mufical inftruments they performed, I am
pleafed that i have it in my power to gratify the curiofity of the
dilettanti of the prefent time, by exhibiting the original plan of a
grand concert of mufic performed at Edinburgh on St Cecilia’s day,
anno 1695. This curious paper was given by James Chriftie, Efg;
of Newhall to my worthy friend William Douglas of Garwall-foot,,
and by him to me. '

Tbe-
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“The Order of the Infirumental Mufic for the Feafft of St Cecilia, 224
November 1695,

Firfd Violin.

Second Violins,

Flutes.

Hauthois.

Baffes,

", Pitmeddfen Ja. Hamilton Lord Elcho Will. Carfe James Chriftie of
ki Tho. Pringle  |Fra. Toward  [Sir o. Erfkine {Mat. M‘Gibbon | Newhall
= Will. Cooper  {Adam Craig Jo. Falconer of Mr Ro Gordon
o) Tho. Brown Heary Burn Fefdo Mr Sinkholm
o8 Will. Gorflon Sir Tho. NicolfoniJo. Ruflell Ja. M<Clachlan -
& 3 |Sir Jo. Pringle Jo. Corfe Henry Crumbden
'S John Stewart Sir AL Hamilton Jo. Middleton
4+ 1t Violin. 2d Piolin. 3d Piolin. 4th Violin. Baffes.
2 N
@& ,{Pitmedden {Ja. Hamilton {Will. Carfe Henry Burn Ja. Chriftie
Ewn S {Tho. Pringle Adam Craig Mat. M¢<Gibbon |Fra, Toward Mr Ro. Gordon
£ g-2Ja. M<Clachlen |Will.‘Cooper  |Sir Jo. Pringle [Will. Gordon [Mr Sinkholm
=5 - 1 . ' Dan. Thomfon
. 1 Vidlin, 2d Piolin. Hautbois. Trumpst. Baffes.
O .
12 .
- Sir Jo. Pringle |Pitmedden Mat, M¢Gibbon [Dan. Thomfon {Ja. Chriftie
o Will. Gordon  [Fra. Toward Mr Ro. Gordon
,E:, Adam Craig Ja. Hamilton - Tenor, Mr Jo. Middleton
s Henry Born Tho. Pringle John Wilfon Mr St Columb
& - &
“ Will. Cooper Tho. Brown ' }Ja. M<Clachlan
"'g & [Tho. Kennedy [Will. Carfe
5 & P
" cena 2da.
3 1t Flute. 2d Flute. 1k Fiolin. 2d Fiolin, Bafes,
5 . . -
f _E. Pitmedden Sir Jo. Pringle |Tho. Pringle,  {Heary Burn
58 Newhall Will. Gordon - {Adam Craig 'Will ‘Cooper . {Ut antea
> |Fr. Toward Ja Hamilton  |Ja. M«Clachlan [Will. Carfe '
&y |Fefdo [ Mat. M<Gibbon -
2.2 |o. Middleton |
o~ Sir Jo. Erfkine
o3 1t Flute. 2d Flute. 1t Haatboy. 2d Hautboy. Bafes.
g3
i @ € |Mr Crombden  |Tho. Pringle  [Mat. M¢Gibbon [Will. Carfe Ut antea
- a2 Ja Hamilton  [Fra. Toward '
i {Pitmedden Jo. Middleton

)

Mat=M<Gibbon

Henry Burn .

Solo.by Adam Craig..

.Grand Chorus. .

by Jobn Middleton,. -
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Tones. | 1t Treble. 2d Treble. Hautbois. l - Trumpet. Bafes.
Tho. Pringle = |{Adam Craig M. M‘Gibbon  {Dan. Thomfon
i Will. Gordon Pitmedden Will. Carfe
8 Ja. Hamilton Henry Burn . femr.
Y Era. Toward Tho. Brown Jo..Willon Omnes-
E ‘|Tho. Kennedy  [Sir Jo. Pringle
E:. Chorus. N
L';: & o <1l Violin. 2d Violin. Scena 3tia. 2d Hautboy. . Baffes.
—é:—é —é E Adam Craig Mr Toward | .1 Hautbyy. [Will. Carfe. 10mnes
& = [Will. Gordon  {Ja. M‘Clauchlan |Mat. M<Gibbon |
. 1t Piolin. ‘2d Fiolin. Harpfichord,
2% Mrho. Pringle Fra. Toward Henry Crumbden{Schollars Songs and Mot-
5E53 Adam Craig- " [Will: Gordon. : i - IDan. Thomfon’s | tetti of Bafla-
A - _ v ’ Scena 4ta. boy ni
2d it Piolin. 2d Violin. _
=g = : -
£&  IMrToward - [Tho. Pringle  |Sonata, Lord Col-[Harpfichord
O (Wil Gordon }Adam Craig ville _ = ‘
‘g " Violin, zd Violin. Hautboy. ) Y?um}et.' - Baffes..
E Sir Jo. Pringle” |Tho. Pringle - Mat, M‘Gibbon |{DJan. Thomfon '
B 8 Pitmedden - = {EFra. Toward : _ . ) :
&g Henry Burn Ja. Hamilton Tenor. ~ |Omnes
862~ " [Wilk Cooper- - [Will. Carfe. ¥o. Wilfen - -
SN Ja. M<Clachlan [Jo. Stewart .
R 1t Teeble. 23 Treble. Bafi.
=d Will. Gordon Adam Craig s
TS : . — Omnes.
5» 1 P ; . ;
= Scena ult.
. Divifion. Plajn Part. 3d Part. . ‘Te_ﬂ,or.v . Bafi.
§: Will. Gordon - {Dan. Thomfon . [Pitmedden ~Jo. Wilfon..
I HJa.MClachlan |Fra, Toward Sir Jo. Pringle ’ Omnes .
o. ‘ :

?

' (Signed) . JAMES CHRYSTIE off
) Newhall, Preses.

Siss 2

Upcon:
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Upon this curious piece I fhall make a few obfervations.

Tc appears from this plan, that, a’hundred years ago, there was a.
.general tafte for mufic in our metropolis, that could exhibit a public
concert, with an orcheftra, confifting of above 3o performers, of

whom were 19 gentlemen of the firft rank and fafhion, fupported
by 11 profeflors, or mafters of mufic *

In the opening piece, or ouverture, we fee 7 firft violins, % fecond

wiolins, 6 flutes, 2 hautbois. - The bafs confifted of a harpfichord

{Crumbden) and 5 violincellos, and viol de Gambos, to which we
may add a viola, or tenor. Such an orcheftra at this day would be
refpeQable, o

“The mufic, indeed, feems little accommodated to the tafte of"

a modern audience ; but it confifted of the compofitions of fome of

the beft maﬁers of the time. The Motetti of Baffani, and the Sona- .

tas of Corelh, it is believed, will ftill give pleafure to a genuine tafte
that is not witiated by fafhion t.

Such,

. * The mafters, as far as I have been able to trace, or could learn, were the follow-
ing : T

Mr Henry Crumbden. : Mr Thomas Brown, -~

Mr St Columb, T Mr Henry Burn.

Mr William Cooper. .| Mr Matthew M Gibben.
. Mr Adam Craig. : Mr Daniel Thomfon.

Mr Francis Toward. Mr' John Wilfon.

Mr James M<Clachlan,

The reft were gentlemen performers.

t The following particulars relating te the performers may perhaps gratify fome
smufical readers.—I begin with the gentlemen performers. A

Lord Colvill, it is faid, was a thorough mafter of mufic, and underftood counterpoint
awell.  He played en the harpfichord and organ.

Sir
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Such, {rom.the above plan of the mufic perfermed._o_n St C}ecilig’;
Day in 1693, appears to have been the ftate of mufic, and the mufi-
' : L - . . . N . Ca}.

:Sir Jokn Pringle, and his brother Mr Thomas Pringle writer to his Majefty’s Signet,
.and -Mr Seton of Pitmedden, were eficemed excellent performers on the violin,

Mr Carfe, colletor of his Majefty’s » was a fine player on the hautbos.

Mr Chryftie: of Newhall, Prefes of thé Concert, I remember in my youth to have
heard play. - His inftroment, I think, was the viol di Gambo, on whxch he was an
excellent folo performer.

Mr ]ohn Middleton, afterwards’ Gereral Middleton, played on different inftruments.
In the above plan, we fee him marked as a bafs and as a flate performer. He fung,
as I have been told, a fong with muc‘h bumour, whxch he fomcnme; accompamed with
the key and tongs. o ‘ T s

Lord Elcho, afterwards Earl of Wemyfs, Mr-Falconer of Phe{'do, Mr John Ruflell
“writer to the ﬁgnet,, 2nd Mr John Corfc keepcr of the records of the low Parliament-
houfe, were good playcrs on'the flute. * Mr Ruffell I ‘have often heard play. He read
and ‘underftood mufic; and, in his ‘younger days, it was faid ‘he had a good voice, and
fung an Italian air with tafte. The flate a-bec was the only flute ufed at that time.
The German, or traverfe, of modern invention, was not then. known in Britain. I
have heard, that Sir Gilbert Elliot, afterwards Lord ]u&xce Clerk, whohad been taught
the German flute in France, and was 2 ﬁne pcrformer, ﬁrﬂ: mtroduced that mﬁrufneflt
into Scotland about the year 1725. ‘ N e '

"Thefe gentlemen performers were fupported by the mafters mentioned in thﬂ abave
plan or order of mufic. . Of thefe latt, T ﬁxall mennon fuch pnrucular anc"do*es as 1
have been told copcerning them. S

er Henry Crumbde;l, by bu-th a German, was long “the Oppheus in the mufic
fchool of Edinburgh. "He was a fine performer ‘of leffons on the” harp""hord “and
taught finging dnd the thorough bafs. He greatly promoted 'the fpirit and ftafte for

: muﬁc by gwmg bcneﬁt concerts, which were much frequented.  In thefe concerts, fe-

veral young ladies, his belt fcholars, ufed to perform, Two of thefe 1 remember to
have heard w:th rapture in my younger days, Mrs Forbes of Newhall*, and Mrs Ed- -
gar +. They were both fine performers on the harpfichord. ‘“Fheir excellence, 2s far
as I could then Judge, lay in the geauine performancc of Seots fongs,” which they fung

ina plam, but ﬁne taﬁ:e, and accompamed w1th a “thorough bai:, in fuch a fiilc and

o~ . masgney
.. [ ) . -

* Grandmother of the prefent Countefs of Duaifries.
+ Mother of James Edgar, Efg; one of his Majefty’s Cora mifoners of the Cufoms
in Scotland.
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cal tafte at Edinburgh, near a hundred-years ago. To'draw a com=
patifon between it and the languid:fpirit and tafte for mufic in the.
metropolis at prefent,- affords, 1 am afraid, not a very agreeable re--
fletion..

progmpfﬁ'cal’f

maaner as, in my judgment, there are only two or three of the prefent-.time.écan €ome:
up to, :
Matthew M« bebon was efteemed a: good performer.on the hautbols.. He was the-
- father- of William M¢Gibbon, well known and celebrated.in his time for his great ex»
“ecution on the violin.. William was. fent. early to London by his father,, and ftudied :
- many years under Corbet, then reckoned a great mafter and-compofer,, Corbet’s fo-
natas:for-two violins and-a-bafs were efteemed good; and often playcd as & tunes in: |
the Play-houfe. His fcholar William M:Gibbon was for many years leader.of the or:
- cheftra.of the Gentlgmen’s Concert. at Edmburgh and was thought to play the mufic
of .Correlli,” Gemxmzm, and-Haodel, _thh great cxecutxon and Judgment HLS fets of -
. Scots tunes,. w1th ~variations and bafles, are. wcll known. As he. underﬂood compofL
tion, he.likewife compofed 2. fet of fonata;s or. trios for t.wo vmlms and a. bafs, whick .

were efteemed good, . : ‘
Adam Craig was. rcckoned a good orcheﬁra pIziycr on. the vxo]m, and teacher of:.

mufic.. L rcmembcr hlm as the fecond viglin fo M‘bebon, in thc Gentlcmcn s Con--
cert: ' :
Danigl: Thom{on was .one of the ngs trumpets, and Was faxd to- have undcrﬁoodi
mufic, and to have been a good performcr of the obhgato, or folo parts, in the trumpet
fongs of Purcell’s Opgra of Dioclefian, Bonduca, and other theatucal pncccs then exhi-.
bited on.the flage., The two-part fong of Tp Anm, and Sound Fam tllg_ brazm trunts
pety accompamed with. the. . trumpet, were long great favoumtes with’ thc pubhc —
His fon, WJHlamThomfon, the. boy . menuoned in the _above plan, was early d1ﬁm—~
guithed for the {weetnefs of has vonce, and the aoreeable manncr in thch ‘he fung a:
Scots.fong, . He went to London ; and, at the time. whcn the Opcra, angd t‘le compas
. fitions of Handel, were. at their. hexghg, the fweet pathenc manner of Thomfon s fing- .
ing a Scot’s fong, which be accompamcd with a ‘thorough bafs, beqame a, fa[hxonablé
entertainment at court, where he;often performcd He pubhﬂxﬁd an cxccllcnt collcc-
tion of. Scots fongs, ‘with.the words and thorough bafs, which was pa{romfed by Queerr.
Caroline,. to whom he dedicated his book, and obtained a large fubfcription. . 1 have.
" been told that-he taught fome of the Pringefles taﬁrig:SéQts_fa_x_!gS}. SR
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