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The Firft Idilllon of Theokritus,

Tranflatit into Skottis vers*.

Shef-hird.
*

SUET, fuet, o gyt-hird ! is the gentil brez
That bias thro' ghon'er firs, by yon wel-es.
$ut fuetir far thy pyp !—Not Pan denys
Thy rival fkil; but ghelds the fecund pryz.
-Gif, the"n, a buk wi buttan* horns be du
To him j a teman' gyt belangs to ghu.
-Or gif a gyt he klem for his propyn,
Then fal a gimmar (ne fma' ben) be thyn.

Gyt-bird.

Sueter, o fhep-hird ! ar the nots ghu fing
Than water trinklan' fre ghon rok-born fpring!
Se gin the Mefcs in a ghou delikht,
A fat fat lain is thyn undutit rikht.
Or gin thei levir tchus to ha' (he lam,
Tlven, fliep-hird, then, thy pryz fal be the dam.

S hep-bird.

* In the foregoisag Eclogue of Virgil, the Edinburgh diale£t has been chiefly imi-
tated. In the verfion from Theocritus, the Buchan dialeft (which may be called the
Scottifh Doric) has been generally' preferred, '
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Shep-hirdi

Wult'u (lat me by a the nyn intret)
Wult'u- on this brem-hillok tak thy fet j
An' ten thy fuffil to fum tendir ar ?
Men-huyl thy gyts fa! be my fpeiftial kar.

Gft-birdi

Na ! fhep-hird, na ! 'Tis nu the nen of del ;
Huan o' the pyp we gyt-hirds dar na plei,
Kor fer o Pan ; hua tyr't wi' filvan fports,
To fum quil ko.v, to reft hirnfel', reforts :
A kahkirt god he.is—an' gif he £ha.
His atri fnut, he'll farli fleig us a',
Rathir, 6 fhep-hird—for ghe.kan relat
In miakles numbirs Daphnis' wefu' fat—
Kum 1 fit we:dun, aniou this elm's brun (had,
Huar hirdlik hands a verdant bink ha' mad :
Huar Nimph-devoted fprings perennial flow,
An' fpring-fed aks, arun, luxuriant grou.
Kum, fit we dun !—An*Thirfis .'"gif thy flrah^
Be fi'fc as Khromis (of the Libian plan) '
Erft try'd to match, but vanli try'd—To the-;
A gyt, thai ilken gher brings tuins, y'l ge~;
A'gyt, hua, tho' flie.fukkil beth the twei,,
Sai fill utour the miik-kog tuys a' deu
An', huat, than gyt Y valu mukil me

. A bran-nu kap, 'lang wi' the gyt fal^ ge ;
Tua-luggit, larj, wi' wax we! lent i -} and
Evn yit redolent 6' the wark-man's hand.

Arund
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Arund its lip the mlmik ivi tuyns ;
Thru huilk the goudin heliokhryfus fhyns :
Ner this, a vyn's luxuriant tendrils diet;
And on the tendrils hing the kluftir't fret.
Within en 'uman fits, divynli far j
A rob hir lim's, a fned adorns her bar:
On either fyd, a wel-kem't fpark is fen
Etlan to wun hir fmyls an' katch hir en ;
Huyl (he, unmevt, at t'en an' ^ithef lers ;
An' feman' beth to forn. at beth fhe fners.
Yet, flill, thei ftryv, wi' le-lorn luks to gan
Hir rules hart—but ftryv, lyk fels, in van.
A bizi fifhir, niftitj groun grei with ghers,
Haland his net upon a krag appers :
Si'k wun'rus vigur the aid man difpleis,
Ghu'd think he ftill wur in his ghuthfu' deis4
Si'k frefti fiorefenc fuels in ilke vein :
•Si'k brani fhino's he appers to ftrein.
Ne far fre him, a vynyard purpil't 6'r
Wi ryp'nan' ben is, lys alang the flior :
A kalian keps it—or, at left fu'd kep,
But (hedles he) tua wyli todlins krep
Thru' .the thin he jj—an', huyl this en diftrois
The joici graps, that en his art implois
To rob the bag ; nor wil he ces, Y wen,
•Until the lad be left withut .disjenl
He, fi l l i fa), for grafopirs prepars
'O reds an' rafhes wei-kompakit fnars ;
An' neither for the bag nor vynghard kars.
A ritih akanthus, fheJan' frum aniou
Itsxiiklan' ievs, ferns, wunnirfu ! to grou.!

Three Scvttrfh Poems,

A" Kalidoman feilor fald it me :
A gyt it koft me, and a kebbak- te.

This kap, as-yit unpre'd by mortal mu;
This kap unequal't wil Y gi to ghu. :
Gin ghu'l but fing, an' fing wi' wentit fyr
The der, tho difmal, ditti Y defyr.
In me ne menli jelus rival dred :
Huy fu'd ghiir fangs ge wi' ghu.to the deJ.

Shep-hird.'

Sing, MeFes ! fing the fad bukoiik ftrein-.
Thirfis invoks ; lat net his preir b© vein. •
Huar wur ghe, Nimphs ! huar, huan th' il-fatit Suan
Ghur datit Daphnis, liak't o' le-fik pan ?
Did Pindus, or did Peneus ghu.pofefsf.
Huan he lei ling'rand in fi''k" dep diftrefsi -
For, neither huar Anapus'water's;glyd,
Nor huar gret Etna rers, wi' mukil pryd?
His lafti tap ;. nor by fuet Akis' wav
Ru'd ghe be fun', the-unhappi Suan to fav !'

Sing, Mefes ! fing the fad bukoiik flrein,
Ev'n wufs an tygirs murn't the dian' Suain,
An' lyons in the wirds wur hard to gran.

Sing,. Mefes !'• fing the fad bukoiik ftreirr.
His fathfu' nout kum routan' fre the plan j ,
The milk;buyt heifers ters o' piti fhed ;
The fullan bul l hings dun his'languid bed;-,
And fportif kafs, defportif nu ne me;-
Negl6k.the-uddir, and exprefs their we !

N-n-a.
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Sing, Mefes! fing the fad .bukolik ftrein.

The Gods themfel's ku'd pki Daphnis pein.
Frift gentil Hermes kam, an' k.yn'li feid,
"Hua kills the Daphnis! huat hard-hartit meid ?"

Sing, Mefes ! fing the fad bukolik ftrein.
Nor ku'd Priapus, thokh -a wag, refrem
Fre pitian' Daphnis—" Daphnis! tel me, hua
" Has ftou'n thy hart, an' te'n thy wits awa ?
" Daft man ! huy duynft'u ? huyl wi' flcornfu' gle
" She trips the fluri laa, an' lakhs at the !"

Se the!: To a' their wnrds the dian' hynd
Mad ne reply, but fed his gref an' pyn'd.

Sing, Mefes ! fing the fad bukolik ftrein.
At lenth Dam Venus kam to feth his pein :
Kam fmylan'; but hir fmyls (the fret of art)
But ill conceTt hir hivinefs of hart..
" Daphnis, fhe fad, ghu. vouftit ens, that ghu
" Ku'd vinkis lev—fei, hua has vinkis't nu ?"

Sing, Mefes! fing the fad bukolik ftrein.
To Venus Daphnis thus reply'd agein :
" Ah ! kruil Goddes 1 Hua but ghu's to blam,
" That kendil't in my breft this fliakles flam ?
" Odius to mankynd !—Lo I hu fen my fun
<{ His rapid curs» throu thy vyl arts is run !
" The fal of Daphnis finks this veri hur
" To hell—fad fampil o' thy murd'ran' piir !
" Suyth ! to munt Ida, huar, gin f am fei tru»
"- A nout-hird, ens, did—huat we ken—wi' gbu !

" Suyth !

" Suyth ! to Ankhifes; and on Slmois' banks,
" Mid cyprus-gr ovs, plei our ghur wentit pranks.
w Or to Idalian hills wi' fped reper;
" Ghur paramur Adonis
" Ther tends his floks,
" Syn hy to Diomed, an' boftfu' fei:
** Y vinkis't Daphnis^—fekht me, gin ghe mei !'r

|-r A V* w»» <^«.* »«.*. •• %*&*lj,b fr>* ttLAAKtJ*

wi' fped reper ; -j
)nis weits ghu thcr ; >
s, an' fmits the briftli her 1 J

" Ghe wufs! ghe beirs and a' ghe filvan rac
" Farwel!—Ne me ghur hants fal Daphnis trac.'v

" Suet Arethufa an' ghe fillir rills,
w That water Thimbris fre the nib'ran' hills;
" Farwel !—Y'm DaphhZs, hua fe aftin drav
M His wel-fed bevs to drink ghur kriftal wav.'r'

C( O Pan!' O Pan ! huare'r ghu hap to rov j»
w Or on the hill that halloit is to J6v ;
" Or on thyn an Menalian muntin gei;
" Bak to Sikelian meds, ah ! fped ghur wei,
" Lat the nor Helika's intchantan' mein,
" Nor Menelus' prud monument detein :
" Kum ! king of hirds !—an' fre a dian fueinj
M The pyp, that erft ghu ga', recev agein-:.
"• The fuetift e'r was bla'n by mortal breth
** Yet kanna tfharm awa! the goblin Deth !'.*'

End, Mefes ! end the fad bukolik.ftrein:
He fpak ne me—but, ftryk't upon the plein^..
Expyran' lys*—In vein the Quen o' luv
Attemps to reis him, an' the Fats to muv.
His thred is kut ; the flouan' fleds o' Deth
Quenfli lyf's fant fyr, an' ftap his gafpan' breth::

N n- n 2-
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The Mefes daflin' an the Nimph's delikht;
'Daphnis is plunj't in ivirlaftan' nikht.

Be naturtfhanj't!—Let brurails vy'lits her ;
' An' prikli huins produc the joici per.;
:Lat daffindillis on the etnagh grou,
An* doui ders led maftifs in a tou-$
Lat hulits rival Philomela's ar,
Sin' Daphnis, luvli Daphni&> is ne mar. '

End, Mefes 1 end the fad bukolik ftreia.
Nu, gi the pryz ; nor lat me fing in vein^
Gl kap an' gyt ; that, milkan' hir, Y mei
A du libafhon to the Mefes pei.
Hal, Mefes! hal—Gin ghe infpyr, -cr lang

. y'll fing a laftier and a fueter fang.

Cyt-hird,

O'fhep-hird:! mei thy mu be ivir fil't
Wi fragrant henni fre the kern diftil't ~
Eigitian figs, and ilka thing that's rar,
tntchantari* fangftir ! b.e thy deili far.
Her, tak the kap! obferv hu wcl it fmels:
Ghu'd think the Hurs had dipt it in their wels,
Ge, Kiflitheia ! bring the gyt beden,
An' milk hir her befor our Thyrfis' en.
Men-huyl, my gimmirs ! .be.ghur fports.forbprn !
Or dr^d .the mukil buk's miftchivus horn.

Differtation
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