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A4 Defeription gf an Ancient Obelifk, in Berwick/bire,

With an Engraving *
By Roger Robertfon, Efg; of Ladykirk.

AS this monument of antiquity has not yet been defcribed by any
-author, it appears proper that fome account of it thould be placed in
the colleéhon of the Society. a

“This Obelifk ftands near a village called Deadrig, in the parifh of
Eccles and county of Berwick, about half a mile weftward from the
turnpike road, between Greenlaw and Coldftream.

It is of one piece of ftone inferted into a bafe, The whole height,
about ig feet 10 inches. The {haft, and round top, of one entire
ftone. Bafe, three feet 10 inches high, three feet two inches long,
and two feet eight and a half’ inches broad.

It has two broad and two narrow fides; and tapers from the bot=
tom, where it is one foot nine inches over, to one foot two inches’
at the top. The diameter of the flat circular ornament on the top,
being one foot 10 inches, On both fides of the circle at the top,
there is ingraved a plain crofs, On-the eaft fide, a rude figure of a
man four feet three and a half inches in ]ength attended by a grey-
‘hound two feet 11 inches long. :

On

* This was furreptitioufly publithed fome time 2go in a periodical pubhcat:on, but

wretchedly executed.
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On the oppofite or weft fide, a fhield bearing three chevero;is, and
below, a St. John’s crofs, five feet 2 inches high.

“The fouth and north fides ate about a third part narrower than the
eaft and weft, |

On the fouth ﬁde,. the Qu‘le‘ﬁlield ié-:repé‘atéd, and beneath is a two
handed fword, five feet nine inches long. The handle nine inches.

North fide, a crofs Cal'véff. The top of it inclofed in an orna-
ment refembling a fhield, The crofs is five feet feven inches high,

- The fhape, fize, afxd 'ﬁg‘u.‘ré of the Obelifk, refembles the carved

pillar in Flinthire, defcribed in Cambden’s Britannia, p. 694. and
697. which he efteems to be a Danith monument, and not unlike
“onegiven and defcribed. by Pennant, in his Voyage to the. Weftern
Mes, pi 236, ' L '

The mixture of the Heathen emblem of the dog *, with the Chrif:
uan fign of the crofs, give room to conjecture,. that it has been ere@-
ed when even Heathen cuftoms had not ‘been e_ntirély forgotten.
But the fhield bearing three cheverons proves, that it has been fet

| up when the fcience of heraldry had been pretty far advanced in Séot;-

land, and after the firft croifade, anno 1096, when our nobility and.
gentry firft affumed coats armorial. The bearing is of one of the.
firname of Soules.. . ‘

- A family of this name flourifhed.in Scotland, 'a.md»W‘erev employed:
| ' / | o in

- * The accompanyment of a greyhound is very common in:monuments. of a very late:
.date, and by no means requires being referred to Pagan cuoftoms. o
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in the higheft offices of the ftate, for a long time, till Sir William,
the head of the family, was tiied, forfeited, and condemned by fen-
tence of Parliament, to perpetual imprifonment, for a confpiracy a-
gainft Robert Bruce, anno 1320%,

The repetition of fo many croffes probably fhews, that the perfon
whofe monument this is, had been at the holy war. The firft time
that any number of the Scots went to thefe wars, was to the fecond
croifade, anno 1144, and likely Soules among others.  And we know
that, much about this time, the nunnery of Eccles, fituated about a
quarter of a mile diftant from this Obelitk, was founded anno 1154

It is very probable, therefore, that this monument was ere@ed
after the 1154. .

The fword on the fouth fide exhibits a true reprefentation of the
ancient twoihand_ed {word; and is of the precife dimenfions of that
one given to the Society by Mr Wight, and mentioned in the mi-

- nutes of the Society, May 1781, donation 44,

The d’eline#tion of this fword, is a proof that thig monument has
béen ereed “whi]‘é'thefe two handed {words were in ufe, and refem.
bles the {fwords reprcfented.ﬁpon the g--rveéit fégls of Scotland, and the
feals of the great Barons; efpegially thlgfc.; frorn 1124, to the time of -
David Bruce, in 1 329.

I therefore offer a conjecture, that this Obeélitk is the monument

~of the father of Sir John de Soules, Liéutengnf_or Viceroy to Jjohn

Baliol,

* See Nifbet, Fordun, and Index to Anderfon’s Diplomata, &c.
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Baliol *. But I fubmit this to the inquiry of the ingenious anti-
quary.

The vulgar tradition fays, that a Governour of Hume Taftle

&gy = e

kill»sf on the fpot, in a fkirmith, Hume Caftle 13 about two o
diftant from it.
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