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Li ﬁ _of M ;‘ame: S/Jorf thzaan.
By the Rngt Honourable the Earl of Buchan,

Mr JAMES SHoRrT, an eminent '6ptifian and 'con"ﬁi‘u&df of re=
fleQing telefcopcs, was the fon of Wllham Short, a Jozner in Edin-
burgh ‘and Margaret Gnerfon

_ He was born on the 10th of June old ftile, “in the year 1710 ; a
circumftanee which gave occafion to his being named - after ‘the un-
fortunate Prince, on the anmverfary of whofe birth he came into the
world.

" “Atten yearéaof age, young Short was entered bn the foundation
of George Herriot, his father and mother bemg now dead and the
circumftances of the famxly very {canty.

His genius for mechanics appeared about that time; in cutting out
and joining little chefls; book-cafes; and fuch like conveniences for
Iiz himfelf,
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'hrm,felf, with the tools that camé in his way:; and by thefe meang
he diftinguifhed himfelf, and rendered himfe!f ufeful and pOpulai' 2«
mong his companions. At twelve years old, he was put to the High

School of Edinburgh, where he generallykept at the head of his form, -

and thewed a confiderable taffe for claffical learning. This prompt-
~ed his friend to deftine him for a learned profeflion ; and a plous
grandmother to fele& hun for the church.
i
After havi'ng been four years at the High School, then taught by
Mr Arbuthnot, he went, in the year 1726, to the Univerfity of E-
dinburgh, where he- paﬂ}:d through a regular courfe of ftudy with
applaufe ; took his degree as Mafter of Arts; and, at the earneft fo-
licitations of his good grandmother, attended the Divinity Hall, and
pafled his trials to ﬁ[ hnm for a preacher in the church of Scotland
1n the year 1«731. EE AR T A

--Soon. after this, the mmd of our young artxff. began to revolt a-

gamﬁ the ldea of a. profeﬂlon fo httle duited. to his talents ;.and hav~

ing hiad occaﬁon to attend a courfe of Mr Maclaurin’s: ma,thematmal
' c]afs, in the College,. he foon loft all relifh. for his ecclefiaftical pro-
fpe&s -and made fo-greata figure in the.clafs,. that the profeffor took:

great notice of him, and. mvued hxm often.to his houfe, where he

had an opportunity of knowmg more. fully thc extent of - his capa.-
Clty i :

- It is much to be wifhied, that the- early and natural fymptoms of’
genius in children were more attended" to.. It.is very true, indeed,.
* that they generally imitate what they fee about them ~and that no-
conclufions can be drawn from the fcraichmgs of a chlld.mra. paint-

er’s houfe, or the eutting.of fticks in a carpenter’s ; but a. genius ma-
nifefted without any fuch:concomitant circumftances,: firongly. evin=
' ' ' ces.
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ces the bent of the mind, and fhould be carefully atténded to and
foftered by thofe to whom the care of youth is intrufted.

- In the year 1732, Mr Maclatrin kindly permitted Mr Short to-ufe
his rooms it the College for his apparatus; and there he began to
work in his profeflion under the eye of his eminent mafter and pa-
tron, who, in a letter to Dr. ‘Furin, about two years after, takes no-
tice of the proficiency made by Mr Short, in-the cafting and polith-
ing of the metallic fpecula of reflefting telefcopes : * Mr Short,” he
writes, * who had begun with making glafs {fpecula, is now employ-
“ ing himfelf to improve the metallic. By taking care of the figure,
¢ he'ts enabled to give them larger-apertures than: others have done,
¢ and, upon the whole, they furpals in perfeCtionall thatI have feea

o of othcr workmen-

"Mr M‘aclaurin ad‘d's, in the fame letter, that Mr Short’s telefcopes.
were of the Gregorian conftrution, and that he had much improv-
ed that excellent invention¥®, This character of Mr Short did him
no more than juftice ; and he was better enabled than moft of his con~
temporanc " to render his rmprovcments effe¢tual, from. his know-
l‘cdgc- of' the prmcxples of opucs.

Ve .

The ﬁgure which Mr Short gave to his great {fpecula, was para>
Bohcal not, however; by any rule or canon, but by practice and:
‘mechanical devices ; fuch as have hitherto been made public by the
ingenious Mr Mudge, and for which he received Sir Godfrey Cop-
ley’s medal, and the thanks of the Royal: Society. This-paraboli«
cal figure, given to the great fpecula of refleting. telefcopes, had:
' ; : been:

* Smith’s Rem. on-Art. 489y . ,
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‘been formerly pointed out by the great Sir Ifaac Newton, as the
moft neceflary attainment for the perfeGion of thefe inftraments.

- Mr Short continued from this time to practife his art with great
fuccefs ; and when, in the year 1736, he was called up to London, at
the defire of Queen Caroline, to give inftructions in mathematics to
‘William Duke of Cumberland, he had cleared the fum of L. 500 by
. ‘the profits-of his bufinefs, and depofited that fum in the bank of Scot-
land, where it ftill remains.

While Mr Short was at London, he was ele&ted a Fellow of the

Royal Society, and was much taken notice of and patronifed by the

Earls of Morton and Macclesfield.

Towards the end of the year 1736, he returned again to Edin-
“burgh, and having made feveral ufeful improvements in his art dur-
ing his ftay in England, he profecuted it now with frefh vigour and
“applaufe. ' IR '

In the year 1739, being then at London, the Earl of Morton,
his great patron, took Mr Short with him on his Lordfhip’s pro-
grefs to the Orkney ifles, and fet him to work on the adjuftment of
the geography of that part of Scotland. Walter Macfarlane, Efq; of
Macfarlane, commonly called in Scotland the Laird of Macfarlane,
likewife accoxﬁpanied the Earl of Morton, and had occafion to make
ufeful and entertaining remarks on the antiquities of that part of the
kingdem, which had formerly been very little attended to.

During this expedition, a fcuffle happened, by the refitance made
by Sir James Stewart of Barra, to the Earl of Morton’s infeft-
ment on the ifle of Barra; but Mr Short being engaged in ob-
ferving the heavenly bodies, was luckily out of the way; feveral of

the
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the Earl’s fervants having been hurt, and one of them dahgerouﬂ.yr'
wounded.

Mr Short returned to London with the Earl, and having now fi-
nally eftablithed himfelf there in the line of his profeffion, his vifits
to Scotland became lefs frequent.

~In the year 1743, he was employed by Lord Thomas Spencer to
make a refleGtor of twelve feet focus, the greateft thac had, cr indeed

ever has been conftructed, except thofe for the King of Spain, and
fome others of the fame focal diftance, with greater improvements

and highes magnificrs.  The telefcope for the King of Spain was fi-
nifhed in the year 1752, which, with its whole apparatus, cofs.
L. 1200, )

The infirument made for Lord: Thomas Spencer, having fewer
accompaniments, was purchafed for 6oo guineas. Mr Short came
to Scotland in 1760, and in 1766, for the laft time. And, on the:
E5th of June 1768, he died of a mortification in his bowels, at New-
ington Butts, near Londen, and was buried on the 22d of that month,.
being the anniverféry of his birth., A few-days before his death, he-
had dined with young Harrifon, fon of the inventor of the time- piece,
at his heufe in Shore Ditch, and had walked from. that place in the:
evening to his own houfe at Newington Butts,

Mr Short left a fortune of abour L.20.000, L.15,000 of which he:
left to two Nephews, and the reft in jegacies to his friends. Tothe La-
dy Mary Douglafs, now Countefs of Aboyne, the daughter of his pa-
tron the Earl of Morton, he left i.. 1000, and the reverfion of his
eltate after the death of his Nephews, if (siey fuouid happen to l-ave:
no ilue. But this reverfionary and centingent fucceffion, the Lady

Mary-
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Mary Douglas, at’the defire of her father, very generoufly relin<
quithed by a deed in favour of Mr Short’s brother, Mr Thomas
.Short, and his children, ' .
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