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- An jccouﬂt of a Combat between the Macpherfons and the
o Davidfons.. -~ -

COLINTON.

IN‘the year 1291, Macdonald, Lord of the ifles, and of part of the'
highlands, fent his fifter’s.fon, Angus Macintofh, chief of the Mac~
intofhes, to inform Dugal Dall Macgillie Chattan, chief of the clan:

; Chattan, that the Lord of the ifles intended to do him. the honour of

a vifit..

| It was then expe@ed, that when: this ﬁaughty Lord made a vifit;,

the hoft was to make an offer of his own wife or daughter, accord-

ing to the fituation of hxs family, as a companion for the night to his-

vifitor.. Macgillie Chattan knew that this barbarous mark of refpe&t:

‘would be rigoroufly infifted-on;, and having an. only daughter, andi
- ' defirous:
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defirous of fhunning the difgraceful confequences of the vifit, he con-
trived matters fo, as to clap up a marriage betwixt this daughter and
Angus Macintoth, who had come as meffenger from his uncle, Lord
of the ifles, to announce the intended vifit. By this match the eftate:
and chieftainthip of the clan Chattan was transferred to Macintoth,
who let the greateft part of his new acquired eftate to the Camerons..
But the Camerons had fcarcely fooner got poffeffion, than they re-
fufed to pay the ftipulated rent ; and Macintofh, endeavouring to:
compell them, many fevere confliGts happened betwixt the two clans,
of which the moft remarkable was at Innernahavon, in Badenoch..
About the year 1296, Macintoth having reccived advice that the Ca~
merons were aflembling their numerous clan and dependents, to-
drive off his cattle, foon collefted a. fuperior force, confifting of fe-
veral fmaller clans, under the general name of clan Chattan. But,.
when the adver{e hofts were in view of one another, an unfeafonable:
difference arofe betwixt the Macpherfons and Davidfons. Though-
both agreed that Macintoth thould'command the whole, Macpherfon:
of Cluny, and Davidfon of Innernahaven, contefted for the next poft:
of honour, each affirming that he was the eldeft branch of the clan:
Ch:ttan, -This difpute being referred to Macintofh, he gave his de-
cifion in favour of Davidfon, which Cluny refented fo much, that he-
drew off his men; who ftood by, idle fpeators,. while the Camerons.
overpowered the Macintofhes and Davidfons, a part of them being.
only faved by the-coming on of night. Macintofh, taking advantage-
of the darknefs, fent his own:bard towards the camp .of the Macpher-
fons, but by a. circuitous route; as if he had come from the camp.
of the Camerons.. There the bard, fpeaking as if in.the perfon of a
Cameron, often repeated the following farcaftic lines :.

Tha luchd nafailleadh air an tom, .
’San bolg-fhuileach donn na dhraip ::
Cha ba bhur cairdeas ruinn a bhann,,

Ach ba bhur lamhan a bhi tais.. _
. The:
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The meaning of this is, the falfe party are on the hillock, and the
man with big brown eyes (by this expreflion was marked out Mac-
_intofh) in diftrefs: It was not out of friendfhip to us, bat merely

your own cowardice. This reproach nettled Macpherfon fo much, -

that he called up his men, and, attacking the Camerons that fame
night, when he was leaft expe@ed, made a great flaughter, purfued
them far, and killed their chief Charles Macalonair, at a hollow

place in the hills ; which, in memory of that, has been ever fince

known by the name of Coire Thearlaich, i e, Charles’s Caldron,

Though the above confli& terminated the difpute with the Came-~
‘rons, there arofe another betwixt the Macpherfons and Davidfons,
~ that filled that part of the Highlands with numberlefs diforders for

an hundred years ; fo that king Robert I1I. found it neceffary to fend

the Earls of Crawfurd and Dunbar, two of the vprincipa__l r_ioblgmen'_
__in Scotland, with an armed force to reconcile or fubdue them. Thefe

two leaders, finding that to fubdue them would be difficult, and to | '

reconcile them unpoﬁible, brought them at laft to fubmit to the only
terms fuited to their own diftempered dlfpoﬁtxons Thefe terms
were, that their future fuperiority thould be determined by the event

of a combat of thirty of each fide. They were to fight i in prefence

of the king, with only their broad fwords, on the north inch of Perth.

’When the appomted day arrived, the Macpherfons wanted one of
~ their number. It was propofed to- balance the difference by with-
drawing one of the Davidfons: But thefe were fo earneft for a (hare
- of the honour of the day, that none of them would confent -to be the
man left out. In this perplexity, one Henry Wyand, a fword-cutler,

commonly called An Gobhcrom, z. ¢. the Stoong Smith, offered to

" fupply the place of the abfent man for a Freach crown of gold, a-
bout feven fhillings and ﬁxpcnce Sterling. This point being fettled,

1he combat began with all the fury of enraged enemies ; and Heary
| ' \sznd
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Wynd contributed much in making viGtory declare for the Mac-
pherfons ; of which fide, however, befides himfelf, there furvived
only ten, and thefe all grievoufly wounded. Of the Davidlons,
twenty nine were killed, and only one of them being unhurt, jump-
ed into the Tay, fwam acrofs the river, and fo efcaped. Henry Wynd
went home with the Macpherfons, and was received as one - of their
clan. His defcendents are called Sliochd a Ghobhcruim, i, e. the
Race of the Stooping Smith. Smith of Balhary’s motto, Caraid ann- |
am Feum, a Friend in. Time of Need, feems to- allude to thxs piece-

of hlﬁory'

It feems proper here to take notice of two miftakes ufual to thofe
who relate the above incideut.  Fir/f, Henry Wynd is ufually faid to
have been a fadler ; but the appellation of the Stooping Smith, ftill

' commued to his pofterity, fufficiently proves what was his occupation,

Secondly, What is here faid- to have been done by the Davidfons, is
commonly attributed to the Mackays. This laft miftake proceeds
from want of knowledge in the Gaelic language, the pronunciation
of Mac Dha1 Davidfon, very much refembling that of Mac Cai:

But the clan Cai lived at a diftance from the clan. Chattan, and had:

- no. conneéhon in what is above related..
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