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On the Offices of Thane and Abthane.

~ To the Right Hon. the Earl of Buchan.

My Lorbp,

Friars Carse, -

THE great deference I always pay to your Lordfhip’s opinion,
.concerning any thing relative to the conftitution and antiquities of
Scotland, has induced me to requeft your Lordfhip’s opinion upon
fome remarks [ have lately made on the title of Zhane, in Scotland;
and the authority that was annexed to that moft ancient and honour-
able office, by our kings and the efates, in the earlier ages of the

Scottifh monarchy.
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186 - of tbe Offices of Thane and Abthane.

- A Thane, which ﬁgmﬁes a Servant, held under the kmg, a Jurrﬁ _

di&tion over a drﬁn& called a Thanedom, and afterwards a fheriff-
dom, or county. His office was to give _]udgement in all civil and
criminal cafes within his Thanedom.

Upon peruﬁng the cl'aims of hereditary j‘urifdi&ions in Scotland,

when they were annexed -to the crown, in 1748, I find, that in the

year 1405, a precept was granted by Robert Duke of Albany, Re-
gent of Scotland, for infefting Donald, Thane of Calder, in his
Thanedom, as heir at law to Andrew, Thane of Calder, his father,
to whom he had previoufly been ferved heir, and retoured in the he-
ritable offices of fheriff (or Thane) of Nairn, and conftable of the
caftle of Nairn, He was accordingly feifed of his lands and Thane-
dom, and the feifine is produced as a voucher in the year 1748, to:
prove the fat. By this it appears, that the Thanes of Calder exer-.
cifed a Jurrfdrﬁton over the. Thanedom, an,d aftcrwards theriffdom,.
of Nairn. '

The title of Earl, (an Englith dignity, derived from the Saxon:
- word Ebre, fignifying honour, and the monofyllable a//) was in-
troduced in Scotland, firft; by Malcolm Canmore, and gained ground:
to the prejudice of the more ancient title of Thane. The title of.
Earl was often granted without any jurifdi€ion annexed to it, but:
the dignity. of Thane, never. And this, perhaps, was the chief rea-
fon for its total difufe in the year 1476, when William, Thane of"
Calder, had his Thanedom ere@ed into a free barony and regality.

He was the laft Thane in.Scotland ;, for. the crown, to add ta its.in-

fluence,, then.abelifhed this dignity.

 As to the very ancient title of” Abtbane, T am more at" a lofs to:
point out the nature and extent of its juri{di®tion,” I find Crinan,
Abthane of Dull and the: weftern ifles, - He married Beatrix the eld-
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eft danghter'of Malcolm II. and was father to Duncan L. king of
Scotland ; he was confidered as the moft powerful man in the king~
dom, ' ' ' ‘

It is generally thought that he exerctfed the office of chief jufti-
ciar over the kingdom, perhaps in-a fimilar manner as it was exer-
cifed by the family of Argyle, fo late as the year 1628, when the
Lord Lorn, heritable Ju(hcxar of all Scotland, did refign that hrgh of-
ﬁce to Kipg Charles I, . -

fn addition to the office ofchiefjn{’ticiar, Crinan, it is thought, was
the king’s fteward over the crown lands in the weftern ifles, as well
as a large diftri& on the main land of Scotland, called Dull.

What the extent was of the crown’s patrimony, .called Dull, I do
not know ; but, in the claim of Sir Robert Menzies for.the lordﬁup
of Apm O’ Dull in 1748 the Lord Advocate in his reply, fays, that
the lordthip of Apin O’Dull was ancrently a part of the patrimony of

the crown. And it is natural to fuppofe that it was. part of Crinan’s
Abthanedom. --

“The lordﬂup of Apm O’Dull; as clarmed by Sir Robert Menzies,
comprehends the lands ﬁtuated in the parr[hes of Weem and Dall, .

and Logleralt

' Crman was the laft Abthane in Scotland; for his fon Duncan L.
appointed Bancho, Thane of Lochaber, as hrs Dapifer or Senefcalus ;
and Malcolm Canmore appointed Walter to the office of Dapifer do-
mini regis, which became hereditary in his family, until they fuc-
ceeded to the. throne, in the perfon of Robert 1. |

Aa 2 I thal



188 .- Account of a Combat between the

I fhall be extremely happy to receive your Lordfhip’s fentiments
~on this fubje&t, and am,

My Lord,
Your Lordfhip’s
Moft Obedient Servant, |

ROBERT RIDDEL.
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