1I.—dn Inquiry respecting the Site of the Battle of Mons
Grampius. ' .

By Lieut.-Col. Mirrer, C. B. & F. R.S. London.
[Read 27th April, 14tk December, 1829, and 11th and 25tk January, 1830.] -

THE Battle of Mons Grampius, fought between the Caledonians' on ome
side, and the Romans under Agricola on the other, has long been. an interest-
ing subject of inquiry. Yet notwithstanding all that has been said and writ-
ten upon the subject, few geem satisfied that the Site of it has been ascertiined
with that accuracy which modern history requires. -Nor is this ‘at all to be
wondered at ; for Tacitus, to whom. we.are indebted for the account of the battle,
in writing the Life of Agricola, has gone but little into detail, in the geogra-
phical description of the country. He has merely laid down particular head-
lands, as it were, and left us to steer our course the best way we. can between
them. Yet notwithstanding these: difficulties, there: are still several sources
of information open to us, from which we may draw pretty accirate conclusions.

In reading the Life of Agricola we become acquainted: with the character
of the General, and are thus enabled 6 form an estimate. of the style of his
operations ; for the Historian has represented him to us as consistent in all his
plans; cautious, though enterprising ; leaving as little as possible to chance;
and not Likely to overrun ‘a country, unless with a view of making a perma-
nent conquest of it.” Much may also be gathered from the Roman camps and
stations still in existence, or of which, though now obliterated, we ha’.vé.au_thén-
tic accounts. But in tracing the march .of Agricola, one of our surest guides,
I conceive, will be the topography: of the country’; for, however much the
art of war may change from age to age, mountains, rivers, and other natural
‘obstacles must always continué in a.great measure to regulaté the march of
armies. As to tradition, I am not inclined to give more credit to it than it

" ! I'have called them CaLEDONIANS, to distinguish them from the more Southern Inhabitants
of the Island, although Tacitus designates them by the general name of Briranni,
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deserves; at the same time I am not disposed to reject it altogether. We
oftentimes, 1 think, find it correct as to leading facts, although it is seldom to
be depended ‘on when it descends into particulars.

In prosecuting the present inquiry, then, it will be necessary to take a brief -

view of the operations of Agricola, from the time of his assuming the command
in Britain as Legate. This occurred, according to the calculation of some, in
the year 78, and to that of others, in the year 79.  He arrived late in the
season ; and, although the summer was far gone, he immediately commenced
operations, and subdued the island of Anglesey. "The second Campaign he

assembled his army in the beginning of summer, and directed his march to- -

wards the north. "He kept néar the sea-coast, and seems to have met with
Iittle resistance. The Historian eulogises his skill and personal activity in
c]iusing ‘his camp-ground, in examining the woods, and arms of the. sea,
through which he had to pass, and his address in managing the natives, and in

establishing strongholds among them without opposition. . .

. “The following winter he is represented to have pursued the same line of

policy, and to have rivetted the chains of slavery upon the inhabitants, more
by tlie blandishments of civilisation-than by the sword. He induced them to
_erect _public edifices, as well as private houses, and gave them a taste for the
luxuries of life. Where this occurred is mot exactly known, but it was most
probably about Carlisle, or between that and the Solway Firth.
The Pplan of the next Campaign has excited so much' diversity of opinion,
and is of so much importance in tracing the march of Agricola, that I shall
insert the Historian’s own words. Tertius expeditionum annus novas gentes
aperuit, vastatis usque ad Taum {@stuario nomen est) nationibus : qud_for-
midine territi hostes, quamquam conflictatum scevis tempestatibis exercitum,
lacessere mon ausi ; ponendisque insuper castellis spatium fuit. Adnota-
bant periti, non alium ducem opportunitates locorum sapientius legisse; nul-
lum ab Agricola positum castellum aut vi hostium expugnatum, aut pactiong
ac fuga desertum. . Crebre eruptiones : nam adversus moras obsidionis,
annuis copiis firmabantur. Ita intrepida ibi hyems, et sibi quisque prasi-
dio, inritis hostibus, eoque desperantibus, quia soliti plerumque damna ces-
tatis hibernis eventibus pensare, tum estate alque hyeme juxta pellebantur.
Accordingly, some writers, in following the text, have supposed that Agricola
actually advanced as far as the Tay this summer; that from thence he return-
ed to the coast of Galloway, opposite to Ireland, and afterwards marched into
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Aberdeenshire to fight the battle of Mons Grampius. A glance at the map
will at once demonstrate the absurdity of such marching and countermarching,
and a view of the country itself, the utter improbability of it. -~ It would
be a libel on the memory of Agricola to suppose him capable of executing
such a movement. . '

.. T am aware how hazardous it is to attempt fo alter the text to suit one’s
own views ; but if at the same time we find it impossible to réconcile an Author
with himself, we may naturally suppose that some mistake has occurred. In
the present instance, Camden, Sir Henry Savile, Greenway, Brietius, and other
commentators, have foreseen this difficulty, andsupposed that the Riverin ques-
tion is the Tweed. But the Tweed is not an estuary, and therefore does not
answer the Historian's descriptionj.' I am inclined to think, then, that the Tine
is the River here alluded to, which is a very remarkable estuary, extending from
Newcastle to the sea ; and the change of a single word, Ténam for Taum, will
solve the difficulty ; and from their similarity, the latter. may easily have been
substituted, in transcribing, by mistake, for the former. ‘The Vatican' manu-
scripts of Tacitus, consulted by Brotier, are described as having Zanaum, ex-
cept one, which in the margin had Tawm. I am aware that Horsley endea-
vours to prove that the Tine is the Pedra of Ptolemy, but seems mneither to
have satisfied himself nor any one else. - It is called the Tine in the Saxon
Chronicle of 875, and we. have no proof -of its ever-having gone by any other
name.’ The first thing that strikes ug in this Campaign is the Historian’s ex-
pression, vastalis nationibus, which seems directly at variance with Agricola’s
courtesy towards the inhabitants the preceding winter ; so that we may reason-
al‘;ly suppose there must have been some cause for this change of conduct on
his part ; and upon referring to the preceding events, we may. perhiaps be able
to find some clue to it.. e S ‘

. * « MSS. Vatic. ‘ad Tanaum. Sed'in margine MS. Vatic: 3428, Taum.” Tacitus Bro-
tieri, vol. iv. p. 208, 4to edit.” A later editor of the Life of Agricola (Dronke, in 1824) says]
“ Ad Taum. It Cod. Vat. 3429, in textu 3.in margine Tdus sive Tanaus ; Cod. a.lte; 4498
Tangum.”" A still later editor (Becker, .in 1826) quotes the rez'lding of the last MS as To:
naum. It appears that some of the Vatican MSS. consulted by Brotier cannot now be fou d

? Ptolemy-has omitted the Tine in its proper place, by st wame,
It may therefore have occurred, that those who were d
geographer, and restoring its proper appellation to th
Tinam in the text of gur Historian, he ]

and designates the Tay by that name.
esirous of rectifying this mistake in the -
¢ Tay, may have substituted Taum for
althaugh the latter was the river described by him.
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. The Brigantes were at this time the most powerful tribe in Britain. ‘Th.eir
territory is generally supposed to have extended .from sea to sea; but the prin-
cipal part of it seems to have comprised Yorkshire and Durham, and to have‘
been bounded by the Tine. A few years before,  they revolte_d- under the fa-
mous Boadicea, and having destroyed the Ninth legion, they gained great ax?-
vantages over the Romans, and advanced as far és L?ndog, v'vhere t}1ey “v.er?.ult1-
Iﬁately defeated. 'When Petilius Cerialis was appointed Legate in Bntam, he
marched against them in person, into their OWI} country.. Sed ubi cum-f:a:tem
orbe Vespasianus et Britanniam recupwavzt,.mgnz dzfc:e.s‘, egre_’gz? erer-
citus, minuta hostium spes. It terrorem statim intulit Petzl.zwf' Cmqlzs, Bn.
gantum civitatem, que numerosissima provinciee totius perhibetur, .adgres-
sus ; multa prelia, et aliquando non incruenta ; magnamgue Bﬁgantum
partem aut victoria amplexus, aut bello. E o o

. Now, this account. is any thing but conclusive as to their conmiplete subj}lga-
tion, the more so as the historian does not revert to it afterwards. Agricola
served under Petilius Cerialis-in that expedition, and must t?lferefore hz'we
known the state of things; and, as far as we are able t.o j1.1dge, it woul-d. not
have ‘been prudent in him to have left them ‘behind him in that GOI?dItIOD.‘
The Ninth legion was by this time re.organized, and compose‘:d part of his army;
so that the meeting between that portion of it and the Brigantes, we cannot
suppose, would be very cordial. T am therefore dis';posed to construe the-pass-
age as follows : Vi astatis nationibus, usgue ad Tinam, (nomen @stuario est)
tertius annus:expeditionum aperuit novas gentes. These noueE gentes, 1
conceive, lay between the Tine and the Firth of F.‘orth. Great difference .«g‘
opinion has existed respecting the point where Agricola entered Scotland and
Bitrenswork Camp, near the Solway Firth, has generally been ﬁxed-u_pon ‘as
one of his first stations. General Roy supposes that he advauced. in t“to
columns, . as none of the camps remaining is sufficient to h.ave con'l_:amed .hlS
whole army. One of these columns, he thinks, passed by the Eildon Hills, which
he takes to be the Trimontium of the Romans ; and any one who l-ms seen the
three tops of these hills, which are so conspicuous a larfd-mark,. will probably
agree with him in that opinion. From the Eildon Hills Agricola probably

4 Richard of Cirencester, in speaking of this people, says,  Gentem hanc, ab imperatore Clau-

dio primum infestatam, deinde ab Ostorio legato directam, postea a Ceriali fractam, et magnam A

pariem debellatam, ex historia colligitur ; cum vere sponte se Agricolo dedisset, pacem illa da-

tam esse percepimus.
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“advanced: to the camp at Channelkirk, ‘and from the Soutra Hills he ‘would
have a commanding view of the Firth of Forth, which e would perceive to
‘run far inland, and which would. naturally induce him to shape his march to-
wards the isthmus. between the Forth and Clyde.” There is a station on the
‘heights to the eastward of Dalkeith, still called- by the .country. people T%e
RBoman Camp, which is exactly such an one as he may be . supposed to have
‘chosen in this line of march, L S I .
The Historian proceeds: Quarta wstas obtinendss, que percurreral, in-
sumpta ; ac, st virtus exercituum at Romani. nominis Zloria pateretur, in-
ventus in ipsa Britannia terminus. ' Nam Clota ef Bodotria, diversi maris
@stibus per immensum revécte, angusto terrarum spatio dirimuntur : gquod |
tum preesidiis firmabatur ; atque omnis propior.sinus tenebatur, summotis
velut in aliam insulam hostibus. T - _

The Fourth Summer, then, was employed in securing the country which he
had overrun. If, ‘therefore, in the preceding Campaign hé had ‘overrun the
country between the Forth and Tay, he must have secured that also ; but the
Historian dist'inctly'states that it was shut out, as if into another island.

The Fifth Campaign was employed in secuiring his left flank, in the same
manner as he had done his right the preceding one. He took shipping in the
Clyde, and coasting the western shore, subdued Ayrshire ‘and Gal]oway.
Quinto expeditionum anno, nave prima transgressus, ignotas ad id tempus
genles crebris simul ac prosperis preliis domuit ; camque partem Britannic,
quee Hiberniam adspicit, copits instruzit. o

Tt is probable that Agricola did not employ the whole of his army on that
expedition, but only a portion of it, ag he might find it difficult to procure
shipping for so large a body. 1t is also evident that he had not passed near
that part of the country on his way north, otherwise-he could not style them
gentes ad id tempus ignotas. S ' ' "

In the Sixth Campaign Agricola made great preparations to carry on the
war both by sea and land, Every thing here indicates that he was breaking
fresh ground, and that he expected great opposition. * Crzferum @stale, qua
Sextum gfficis annum inchoabat, amplexus civitates. trans Bodotriam sitas,
quia motus universarum ultra gentium, et infesta hostilis exercitus itinera
tmebantur, portus classe exploravit ; que, ab Agricola primum adsumpta
i partem virium, sequebatuy egregia-specie, cum’ simul lerra, stmul mars

bellum tmpelleretur ; ac sepe usdem castris pedes, equesque, et nauticus miles,
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‘mizti copiis et laetitia, sua quisque facta, suos casus attollerent : ac modo
-sylvarum et montium profunda, modo tempestatum ac fluctuum adversa, hinc

terra et hostis, hinc auctus Oceanus militari jactantia compararentur. Bri-
tannos quoque, ut €z captivis audiebatur, visa classis obstupefaciebat, tam-
quam, aperto maris sui secreto, ultimum victis perfugium clauderetur. Ad
manus e arma conversi Caledoniam incolentes populi, paratu magno, ma-
Jjore fama, uli mos est de ignotis, oppugnasse ultro, castella adorti, metum ut
pravocanies addiderant : regrediendumyue citra Bodotriam, et excedendum
potius, quam pellerentur, ignavi specie prudentium admonebant ; cum -
terim cognoscit, hostes pluribus.agminibus inruplurcs. Ac ne superante

. nmuinero, et perstia locorum circumiretur, diviso et ipse in tres partes exercity

jncessit. Many opinions have been offered as to the point where Agricola
crossed the Forth; and, in the absence of better information, perhaps a view
-of -the country itself will be our safest guide in forming a conjecture as to
-what his plan- of operations may have been.. We. may réasonably suppose,
~that before he crossed that river, he Teconnoitred the. courtry from the high

ground on which Stirling Castle stands.  Heé would from thence perceive that

‘between him and the Firth of Forth, except in his immediate neighbourhood,
there lay a vast swamp, ground il adapted for the march of an army. The
‘most favourable point for his crossing appears to me to have been where the
~ruins of Cambuskenneth Abbey now stand. . The river there is only about 50
-yards broad <. it-appears-not to have altered its course, and forms an isthmus

extremely favourable for his purpose. A little more than a mile north from

this, and about half way to the Ochil Hills, a huge rock rises in the plain,
called the Abbey Craig. This rock rises to-a great height. It extends about
half a mile from north to south; is convex and precipitous on the west, and
slopes gradually down: to the plain on the east side ; thus forming a natural-
ly fortified and remarkably strong position. I think it then proba.blé that
¢his was the first position occupied by Agricola after crossing the ‘Forth;
and had the Caledonians attempted to defend it, he might have intercepted
their retreat, by marching round its base. - From the summit of this rock he
would perceive the Ochil Hills, rising very liigh and abruptly on his left, and
extending away to the eastward ; the swampy banks of the Forth on hisright,
anid the plain between them the only way open for his march. In following
" this line Mr Ramsay of Tillicoultry showed me a bronze battle-axe lately dug
up ata Druid’s temple near his house, where there is said to have been a camP
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and a rogd at the base of the Ochil Hills, which still goes by the name of the
Roman road, and which he has converted into a walk for the purpose of pre
serving it. A little to the eastward some urns were fouﬁd containin boﬂ —
on the lands of Harviston ; and I was informed that some were .also' f%)undets,
the westward, on the lands of Alva. ¥From Tillicoultry A "'(’:ola" rob"blo.
advancecli to Alloa, where the army would be in communicatioinw'ith fhe i; 3
Proceeding eastward, tradition says that the fleet. aftempted'a rla.ndiﬁ eei;
Torryburn, and that the Caledonians advanced into. the water to'o ga
About three miles north-east from this, and immediately on the- soutﬁp({s:; ﬂ;‘
Carnock, there are two farms, called East and West-,Camp,' stall poinfeds:‘ : i
Roman encampments. "They are both on the same ridge, and - probably fo# ::
only one camp, as they are not far distant from each other: One of tlf‘ mml 5
have been.for the infantry, and thé other for the cﬁvalry.‘ West Cam i: a 'l;na}::
c;zz:;d:zgtpositi?n, amIi could hardly fail to be occupied by-an anﬁy passi':lsg
at'coun ry.” Immediately on’ the west of -this is a flat-topped bill
called Carniel. This hill is very steep on the north side, with a i o }'nn
past it. It is about 400 yards lbng; a large cairm stt;:(vil 'a'rl‘ru‘]?t d mane
urns and bones were found there five years ago. Caer® is' lllpon g f“_‘d oot
for fortress ; Carniel, then, may have been a Ca;ledoifiar:sft Y o e Bt o
o . nie 1, may ort, and the Roina
tr:zeshggzn;cﬁf:;(:a:};etoagio;gmg('i ‘ca_ngp whi};t they were besieging ' it. an
. : tound either at East or West Camp - if thi
:2:;] :i:;r_z :et i(iorretfz-l:,- theg.r may. have been levelled by the-Rom'a"nl; ’t;:isl;tvzlss
done i P : re o Cam1¢1, to pifeven't the enemy from oo'cﬁf;yin.g thém, as s
& n our times. Many works have no doubt disa ed in thi anner.
arniel and Carnock are so cl ‘ P?*_??ll'.‘ § s mammer.
bt e ose tOgethe;, that I am inclined to think they
o feren tllliames for the same place. A ‘small hill in Seotland is oft
s thus Caer-knock would signify the Hill Fort.” Abe ‘en
and a half north from this, at. the base of 'Sgalinye Hill 1h Oft‘ ‘Ablﬂ‘lt S
::]}:1; ;ll.lil;l:;lu'lded by a dbublg”ditch,-'which is also Z:a]’lzdm;'/:.: ml cg'cular
e importance. That Agricola did not go £ o oman .amf.y,
dent from the soldiers and sailors often i 9_ B} b ftom t'he oo s T
over their adventures_milifdﬁ jacta}z;a.meézngm e hs c_émp.,'
ctretch of sor gor nd although it reqii
: gination to suppose that the soldiers of
stories, as well as those of the

and talking
A Ires no great
: gricola- could. tell lon

Duke of Wellington, yet the coast of Fife is ai

% Bee Owen's Welsh Dictionary.
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excecdingly strong country ; and, intersected asit must have been at that time
with bogs and woods, it no doubt presented very considerable obstacles to the
march of an army. .
In this campaign Agricola sent on his fleet to explore the coast, which
greatly alarmed the natives, famquam, aperto maris sui secreto, ultimum per-
Sfugium victis clauderetur. This clearly shows that it must have entered the
Firth of Tay, as there is no other part of the coast to which this observation is
at all applicable. By that'manceuvre he got in their rear, placed them between

two fires, as we would sa2y in modern language, and intercepted their com-
munication with the north-eastern provinces. In the mean time the Cale-

donians Had assembled in great force ; and some of Agricola’s friends, not much

liking the appearance of things, proposed a retreat beyond the Firth of Forth;
but he did not follow their advice. It is difficult to trace his line of march -
from Carnock, but it is probable that he inclined more inland, keeping the
Cleish Hills on his left. He seems to have been greatly harassed by the natives

on this'march, and could hardly fail to have passed by West Blair (now Blair-

Adam). Blair® signifies locus pugnee ; but there are so many places of that -

name in this country, that we cannot attribute them all to him, although he

may have a fair claim to the nomenclature of those that lay in his route. Fol-
lowing this line, we come to East Blair, and then to Loch Ore, an undoubted
Roman station. As the camp there has generally been reckoned that in which
the Ninth legion was attacked, it may be necessary to say something of it, al- )
though it was unfortunately levelled about twelve years ago, and a farm-stead-
ing now occupies its site. It stood on very low ground, and occupied a gentle ;

eminence on the north side of Loch Ore, the lake forming the defence on the

south, and the other three sides were swrrounded by a marsh. It was about

250 yards long from east to west, and not nearly so broad. A considerable

hill lies immediately on the north of it, and above that Tises Benartie Hill to~

a much grca_.tef'héight_, the northern base of which is washed by Lochleven.

Upon viewing the ground where the camp stood, from the hill above it, last
summer, when the corn was beginning to ripen, I could distinctly perceive the
traces of three ditches at the north-east angle, running parallel to each other,
from the corn being of a darker hue. A great many roots of trees were also
lying at the farm, dug out of the neighbouring swamps, which proves them to

& See Armstrong’s Gaelic Dictionar_.y, in poce Blir or Blair.
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have been originally covered with timber. Gordon says that the circumference
of the camp was two thousand and twenty feet, that there were three rows. of
ditches on the west side, with corresponding ramparts of stone and earth, and
2 turret on the side next the lake. The situation of this camp seems admir-
ably adapted for a surprise, as the Caledonians might have. assembled their
forces behind the hill immediately above it ; but upon levelling the trenches,
although the burnt ends of the pallisades were found, no bones, or arms, or
any trace whatever of a battle, were discovered. A
About a mile and a half nearly east from it, however, there isa hill called the
Harelaw, on the west side of which, tradition says, there was a great battle.
This name is not uncommon in Scotland, and wherever it- occurs é battle is
said to h\ave taken place. The one in question is a very advantageous position,
a.nd two ancient coins were found on the west side of it about twenty years
ago ; but although the man who found them is’ still alive, they. were disposed
of by his mother to a pediar, and are now lost. The old road to Edinburgh
passes by it ; and a friend of mine who lives near it informed me, that in his
younger days, when the country people were more superstitious than they now
are, they were very unwilling to pass it before day-break. - A large cairn stands
upon the summit of it, about twenty feet high, and an hundred yards in . cir-
cumference, -. .. ... : : '
_ Sir Robert Sibbald,” in describing this ground, says,."‘ To the east of Loch (l)r‘
there may yet be:seen cairns of stones, such as were always raised where there
w;re fights by our ancestors: yea, ini the bogs adjoining, there were, not above
ik v ket S Ak Bl s
says, “ Lately, in cuttin d hes 1 "? w‘ met ‘O'fzmnhes. - Gordon 2o
ing the Lake}:’the work:i:;ntl;:lg‘lflc e:elvnel:n Ie dla_t.ely..u‘nder_ tl}e camp, ft?r..drain-
Regman, portio o P ”a anthmt.:es which were ev1df‘:ntly,
nan, p arly the head of a spear.” . Now this must also have been at
the east end, for the outlet of the Lake is there, by which it l o
drained ; and cutting ditches anywh o woich 3t has boem since
ywhere else could not have had the effect of

lowering its bed.

nor sof:: f:; :n,:;{ nor;;:-east from the camp, on the north side of. the Lake, and
arclaw, nezar to Lochore House, there i i
emin D » there 15 another hill, or rather
minence, where some traces of fortification, and great quantities of stones, were
: ‘ es,

7 Coni .
onfectures concerning the Roman Ports, Colonies, and Forts, dc. Edinb I711, foli
s dc. - » folio,
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to be Seen mot many years ago- Before clearing the .ground, a stone coffin,
some urns, and many bones were found. I think it then exceedingly probable
that these were the three stations occupied by Agricola when he formed his
army into three divisions, to prevent his being surrounded by the enemy.. His
position would thus form a triangle, with the Lake on one side—a disposition
well adapted for his purpose; and the topography of the. ground suits that ar-
rangement. The distances also favour that opinion ; for had they been greater,
his divisions could not have supported each other. - And if the Caledonians
“occupied Benartie 1511, which it is probable they did, as by far. the most com-
manding ground in the ileighbourh'oo'd, they would:thus overlook his position ;
and that .they did reconnoitre it is- evident, otherwise they -could. not have
kdisébvered the Ninth legion to be the weakest. Sir James Balfour says that
‘the. vestiges of a double trench existed there in his time ; and if this was the
position - of their main bedy, it 1s not likely that Agricola would place his
weakest division next to it, but, on the contrary, the most remote from it. I
am therefore iriclined to placé the Ninth legion at Harelaw, or between that
and the Loch. Sir Robert Sibbald also seems to have done s0, and he had a
better opportunity of judgiﬁg than ‘we have, when the cairns which he men-
tions.existed there. Theline of flight would thus be.open to the Caledonians
through Portmoak Moss, where, he says, the bronze heads of lances and jave-
lins have been found. A bronze battle-axe and a flint arrow-head were also
dug up there last summer, in making a new cut for the Leven ; and a bronze
spear-head, eleven inches.long, was found there two years.ago, which I have
sent to the Antiquarian Society. - : : :
The account of the battle is as follows : ¢ Quod ubi cogmstum hosti, mutato
repente consilio, univers Nonam legionem, ut Mmarime snvalidam nocte ad-
gressi, inter somnun ac trepidationem cesis vigilibus, inrupere- Jamque
in ipsis casiris pugnabant, cum Agricola, tter hostium ‘ab ezploratoribus
edoctus, €t vestigiis insecutus, velocissimos. equitum peditumque adsultare
tergis pugnantivm jubet, mox ab universis adjici clamoremn. Et propinqua
Luce _fulsére sgna: ita anciviti malo territi Britanni: f_:t:Rbfnwmls redit
animus ; ac, securi pro salute, de gloria certabant. Ultro quinetiam €7y~
pére:.et fditfatrbw in ipsts portammn.angustiis prirlium, doniec pulsi hostes ;
utroque exercili certante, his, ut tulisse opem, illis, ne exiguisse aurilio

viderentur : quod nisi paludes et sylve_fugientes texissent, debellatum illa

victorid foret.
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-« Cyjus constantid ac  famd ferox exercitus, nikil virtuti sue invium : .
t{-andam _Caledoniam, inveniendumque tandem Britannie termin i
tmu? preeliorum cursu, fremebant: atque illi modo cauti ac sapient ?m’ ‘C(m-
post eventum ac magniloquier ant : iniquissima hec bellorzf:zn p es;l??;ompn
p)."ospera omnes sibt vindicant, adversa uni imputantur, - 4t 'Bm{; mo‘ ot
mrtute,-sed occasione et arte ducis rati, nikil ex a"f'ogc.mtia‘ ”“nm non
minas Juventutem armarent, conjuges ac liberos in.loca tut: Zmz#tefe, quo-
cwtzbus- ac sacrificiis conspirationem civitalum sancirent ; m-nyszf’m,
ts utrimque animis discessum.” , ’ ‘c‘thz{e wa mria-
Cai:diz?;:i:i; ]1:1131:1}1; that 1"n their pight ma'rcl?. to ‘attack the Ninth le“gion,?.th.e'
i ‘th , ave passed near aqother division of the'Roman army, other-
andf: : t:y kc()ul(_i qot-have been observed by the scouts. * Agricola fdnowjézl the, T
- ad 52 eg ;?em in the rea:r. -A.Lnd this is e}igctly' what may have oécufredrl;;‘
. y. 'e en from Benartie Hill, as I imagine them to have do
t;‘::ﬂzznt;eems to cvincide with that opinion, inplacing the e ot and
be the weﬁi::: s't"ISIf?}finf Hare]avi. From the Ninth legibn:b‘emg'state; ‘a :o
Roman army; ’fdr had tl e ;n * l.nfer that thfere were three. legions' in -the
the halves of .t N 1ere1 cen .oqu two, we can hardly suppose that each of
both parties seem t e}: o d-be Stm]_]ger than the Ninth. After the battle
vhich zarely 0ccmsc»inave 1:et1red quite satisfied with themselves,—an even;
spirits, it is by no mea war; and as the Caledonians went off with unbroken
o e e T ns fprobable that they retired to a great distance, still
so large a Port)iron of :fl  te t'he Grampian Mountain, and thus evatuated
e ;311‘ temt?ry, all in fact that was worth conquering
of nothine but victe ggle. The Roman soldiers, on the other hand, .talked,
Britain. DTheir' Gen:iﬂm;d conquest, and of marching to the extremity of
for here the Campaien : d;’“’ever, seems not to have shared their enthusiasm
great a victory ; fndgthsuH-enly- cIOSEd’_—'mther a lamentable ¢onclusion to s;
tion of the mad;r . :k 1s?onan, as 1f with the view. of div_ertJng the atten-
out of sight, intl"oduc:s‘ a iigingoz'he Z“bsequent inactivity of the Roman army
Br;ain, a;tjd of the family distfesse:ofe;a;ilzl;:t of the Usipi suiivg round
rom : ; : .
—— dis:ﬁ::zzf{} ﬂ:mk. we can trace'thqt general to the camp on Dunearn
ton be cooment. i1 é)a nrrlnor'e thafl 10 miles due south; so that if. this calcila-
earn Hill, a distance i paign will only embrace a space from Stirling to Dun-
e in my opinion not too little, considering the natural dif:
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ficulties he had to contend with, and that he had to fight every inch of the
way. I bave not found that this camp is called Agricola’s by the  country
people, as stated by Chalmers, but simply the Roman Camp. That he winter-
ed in Fife, is evident from the textt; and I know of no other place we can fix
upon for his winter quarters. It rises above Burntisland, which it commands,
and the harbour of which would form an excellent station for his fleet. The
hill itself is also one of the finest positions that is to be found anywhere. On
the north side it is precipitous, very steep on the west and south, and slopes
down in a ridge towards the east. It commands a most extensive view of the
Firth of Forth, and all round. A hollow extends along the summit from east
to west, in the centre of which there is a lake of about an acre and a half in
extent, from which a rivulet descends on the south side. On the south-western
summit there has been a stone fort, 158 yards in circamference. In digging
the foundation for a flag-staff there, five years ago, the handle of a sword was
found, with a small portion of the blade attached to it; but one of the work-
men who found. it informed me that the whole was so corroded, they could just
discover what it had been. A more extensive work, also of stone, has joined
this on the east side ; and a third has extended along the north side of the last
mentioned one, communicating with the lake; and as this work must have been
unnecessary, when the whole hill was occupied, I am inclined to think that a
garrison must have been left in these works when the camp was abandoned.
Great piles of stones still remain on the spot, that had been used in their con-
struction. On the north side of the first mentioned one there has been a large
ditch, and a rampart extends across the west end of the hollow. On the east
side two stone walls have extended across the ridge, about sixty yards apart,
the foundations of which only remain. On the south side a rampart has rua
along the edge of the hill ; and at the bottom of it, on the south-east side, there
has been a ditch. Farther west there is a platform of earth, forty yards long,
and about twenty feet high. On the west side of this the defence has been a
stone wall, the foundation of which is still very distinct. Inside of this, on the
face of the hill, the foundations of several houses are very perceptible. They have
been sunk in the earth a certain depth, and appear to have been faced with
stones, which still appear through the ground. Outside of thewall there is a rocky
hillock, in the back of which a circular hut has been excavated. It has also been
faced with stones, which still remain, and has evéry appearance of having been a
guardhouse, while the summit of the knoll would form an excellent post for a
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sentinel. On the south-west side a small rocky hill comes very near th -
and may have been included in it, although a deep ditch has rgeenar tlf -
tl;]e-ml; J:{b:}:lt a mile south-west from this there is another Harela(;:j b::::::n ‘
which and the camp, tradition says, there was a great d ing. i n
::::::;Iy; sf:omIll ugon the top of it, and upon reirovin; ‘:i :fsff:::ffiinAa;u:
e (feaz;hzas were found. The camp has been about six hundred yards
fon ,w biChpthe 11) I:lorle; as many _works may have existed at the foot of the
lab;ur o mcmp ol?-tﬁ 1 has now obliterated.? It has been fortified with much
ancest;l;s o e skill, i)crhaps, than can fairly be attributed to our Caledonian
e e A et s a2
1 it A, : ave remained in it six or eight -
:Efi at: {;hls conclusion from -the preceding and subsequent egven:sl.o nt;s?; i;m
'an does not say at what time of the year the preceding Cam paign'ter;im::r

. . . Inth i
paign the Caledonians had carefully avoided a genéral actit): p:fl(:;dmg sz‘
, -pursued a

system of partizan warfare - i
: ;3 and the skill with which
- . - - th . .
;lil;s_]:;ted in that admirable attack on the Ninth legion ey’;ﬁ:ﬁ “:ted lt' Wiy
succeed to the full extent, not from want of skill in the ;l:aCkl,) 1:“:_:9&’
' D, but from

f w: “hi
:h.e ;ar;'are his army.would at last be exhausted: for alt
the ici e'c}?uld Dot give them a signal defeat. ,
a, . -
purpo; 0; nc::l.n],’:itllat he lzemamed s0 long in the camp 2t Dunearn Hj
: akmg up his losses, and that of Increasing his cavalry fl'll f.'or t}I: .
s lor in the

a B - -'

: ritish .fortress probably stood there before the

; Fccount 1t appears that the €amp was much more
Perlect state, than they now are. He says that the

p to 1t on the South SIde- Hele were medals fl)uﬂdr al]d i the b r-
> u

nd with burnt henes In them, apd severa]l

he ntq st ments a - OF ments
Ia Whlcht antigue in i nd orna, were

verall hewen stones digg’d out of the ground.”
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following Campaign we find him so superior in that description of force to
what was usually attached. to a Roman army, that he must have had some
specific object in view in that.arrangement. That object, X.conceive, must have
been to bring the enemy to a general action, and in’a country where his
cavalry could act with full effect; and the subsequent movements appear to
coincide with this opinion. g o
 In this state of things, then, the Seventh and last Campaign opens. Igitur
praemissd classe, que pluribus locis predata, magnum et incertum terrorem
 faceret, expedito ezercitu, cui ez Britannis fortissimos, et longa pace explo-
ratos addiderat, ad Montem Grampium pervenit, quem jam hostes insede-
rant. -Nam: Britanni, nihil fracti. pugnee prioris eventu, et ultionem aut
servitium expeclantes, tandemgque docti, commaine periculum concordid pro-
pulsandum, legationibus et Sfederibus omnium civitatum vires-exciverdnt.
Jamque super triginta millic armatorum adspiciebantur, et adhuc adfliebat
omnis juventus, et quibus cruda ac viridis senectus, clari bello, ac sua quis-
que decora gestantes : cum inter plures duces virtute et genera prestans,
" nomine Galgdcus, apud contractam multitudinem, prelium poscentem, in hunc
modum: locutus fertur. Before the army moved, then,. the fleet was sent on to
plunder the coast and Taise an alarm. The booty in all probability consisted

nd othier supplies for. the fleet and army, the articles in

principally in cattle a
urse, I think

which the country was most likely to abound., Pursuing its co
we may infer that it again entered the Tay, ‘as will appear from the sequel—
ultimum perfugium victis claudere. After quitting Dupearn-Hill,:the next
station that presents itself in’ the suppo
inch, at a distance of about 13 miles, which I conceive would bring him in
presence of the enemy, as this is only 4 miles south-east, from the east end of
the Tonmiond hill—ad Montem Grampium pervenit. . Pervenire generally
“But the Historian here writes as if the
the opening of this chapter ‘he does
and it is only as the narrative
the village of Markinch

means to arrive at from a distance.
operations had not been suspended. . . In
not even state that this was a fresh Campaign,
i);_oceeds that we find that out. The hill upon which
stands is about 80 feet high, and is-cut into six terraces,
the Lomond Hill, each of them 350 yards long. Terraces of ‘this kind are not

uncorimon, and various opinions have been formed vespecting them. As the

'gi-'oun'd.‘ before those in question forms an amphitheatre, some have supposed it

to have been a playficld, and that the terraces were intended for the spectators.

sed Yine of march of Agricola is Mark- -

~though the works are rather irre

-the lower ditch of which is carried thro

on the side facing-
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‘Unfortunately for this supposition, the name I % il :
original ’ > ¢ Inck implies that the hill’
e cagpfif:ﬂfﬁicm water ; and a swamp, although an excellent defence
infornied_ me that it Was'aaéff’:;(-iui?l:laif I\zYﬁfild. "Genél‘.al Dalfour of B:ilbirnie
inlz:d ;Vﬂy appearance of having- always bzzlfa::.ly 4 i;::;‘ztl febzv I];inf]:l, and that it
.:th:éeoz:l::,i et: vteeueicamPgd on the side of a hill, will see no groeata:n;::; h‘;:
b font. 1s to’level t;]m“’mg tha.t t.he ﬁlfst thing a soldier does before fhe:pitt):rhes
Sleép'wi,th comfort. "e[‘}glround if it requires it ; and that otherwise he ‘catinot
:.and ti‘:lé soldiers cor;ld ld- e]f ou'd ?ISO .a fford firm footing in case of an ‘attack;
dme.. Tt fs the b gc arge th.elr;mls;siles from several of them‘at-.tge Simi‘,
cola, és it form SR that_ t}.n-s ground may have been occupied bY:A" y
S it s an excellent Pos%tlon_, and would be in a great’ measur fgn-
o :smand by '}t}he surrotinding ho, L ' ¢ torti:
. Butit.x iay_now e necessary to describe more parti ulA y .
the C - : re particularly the
\e ﬁd.li:l:iom?; :;szngh? Mons (.;'ramPi.us of Tacitus, if our zaléulalt):(i)sllf;snnzf
tous or shelvy sumﬁ, . Slgmﬁes in the Aancient British language the precipi-
hehce Grampian 'Th(; . ran-pen Wa's thus Romanized i“t"-GfamPius';-an' d
‘Of.that_ e, itg o term thf:refgre. is not confined é;(';l__usi\rély' to the chain
have been 1 defaéhed H::){fl :tl:?:::e?aiz I:h: si.ng'ulafl: also, shows that it must
desirmated 2 chai LA, ot aware of the Romans éver havi
| Ifos j:;?(tied];{?uc};;;zf m;untan.ls ‘by .the singular number inairéiii;?;.hafll‘ii
serﬁicifculaf form ths 8ot e m;?es from north-east to southi-west, in a
the eastern extrer;lit © convex side being towards the northi-west. To d
ea Temity rises the East Law, ‘it a.conic e
.the;level‘ of the gea, at the northern bhase of whi h 1
“This hill has 'been fortified with bonn o

cal form, 1466 feet ahove

. ies the town of Falkland

gr;:at lal())our,'and very considerable ékijl,‘ al-

though the wo gular. On the summit there are ¢+

yards in circumference. There have been four"defe:ixces Z;etzr: :W::?fiks
-def orth side,

ugh' the rock in one. place..  On.the

gl :

. - 'y n

nearly.200 yards long, which

- has either b ; T
finished. ‘The remainder of T been filled in at the east end, or.never

1t 1s about six feet deep, and the earth is thrown

8 { s B :
Owen's Welsh Diclion'ar_y.
Graupium.
VYOL. 1V,

Th V . - " .
- e | atxcax_1 ;US.. .34.29’ according tfi Brotier, reads Montem

E
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up in the inside to form a rampart, which is in excellent preservatilgn. diouﬂi;
arth ar 1 t of man’s works, and, unless destroye
of earth are perhaps the most permanen ess destore:
by vi ' res has little effect upon them. ¢ gr
by violence, the lapse of ages . Tho greatest o
i d a great quantity of ston '_
cumference of the works is 560 yards, an ‘ -
the north and west sides of them, which may havg been use.d in their _cons?;m;‘
.tibﬁ. This never can have been 2 permanent fortrfags, as it has 1;0. supi' }; N
water, and can only have been intended, as I con‘cewe, for the If: en;; oo
position. Three miles nearly due west from -this rises the West_ ;‘, r below. |
ﬁbﬁve the level of the seas Between the two Laws, and abortt ha .Way‘ i
their summits, the ground. presents the appearance of a plan:.n, sloping ;_z;ebe y
towaras the ez:st, although very much broken. . This I conceive to havs. tleln
tﬁe, 'positiou of -the Caledonians. This plain slopes gent.:}y dpyvn tov:::din u;
ring t h side, which is still very swampy, and s
neighbouring country on the sout le, :
,therglrha've been a bog, and impassable for an army. Along the edf,‘g; o:' i;ill;st;?
still exi . be very distinct traces of for A
there still exist what appear to me to _ _ Jortaton
parti : ies, where there are the remains o
rticularly at the farms of the Glasslies, w e ar
.fia;ﬁular folis surrousded by ditches, although much ubllterated by the pllc‘)ugh.
On the north side of the plain a ledge of rocks extends almost the wl;? ¢ ;vaz';
which makes the position very strong on that side, exca?pt on the nort :151 ers
| -£heWest TLaw, wherc there has beenaslideof the mountain callei thf:} Hog_ :ﬁ,‘ H:
] i i i scended to the battle. A mile west:
which I conceive the Caledonians descen . ostfrom
?‘;I‘];land also, there is & part-of the mountain called the Greew;hﬂl, wh:ighlpros
main i : ; East Law the ground slope
j dge ; and between that and the East groun
T e o 0 T, i t on that. side compara-
' Falkland, which renders the ascen '
gradually down to : e s ——
ivel ' ide of the Greenhill there is a DAITOW Pas
tively easy. On the west si . - 0 o namoy B
iti ide of which there is a chain of sm
" called the Arrities, on the west s1 ch ¢l . e
i i i f which is filled with earth to the heig
forts, amounting to .exght_ or nine, one o ‘ :
‘o:' four or five feet; and in the gorge between these two pa;ses ther-e is an (;ﬁ
fort in 1 he Maiden Castle. It occupies an o
fort in excellent preservation, called t ey by
hill, and is 400 yards in circumference. ‘The ditch runs round the basez1 o t;l ”
and’ the.earth is thrown outwards, owing to the steepness of the ground,

; ) y A f ti
9 Upon the summit there is a vast cairn, 112 yards in circamference. The dept: o 1;1 ::
. . i o1
ot kn}::m but bones have been found at the depth of six or seven feet. And as ¢ :; one
.nf hich itj is compolsed h.ave all been brought from the base of the Law, f.he labonr must
of w

‘been immense, and may perhaps be attributed to this period.
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s;:arp being in some places upwards of 20 feet high ; and along the northern
brow of the hill thete are traces of huts having been excavated. On the sast
side of the Castle, and a considerable distance from it, there are five or six small
circular forts, some of which have been built,principaﬂy of stone.. On the west
side of the Armrities, above the rocks, there are very distinct traces of more hitts,
‘also built of stone; and' sunk in the groiind. There is another Maiden Castle
4 miles north-east from this, and a third on the Leven, 10 mile's.nearly south:
east. The account commonly given by the' country people of these is, that

- they were erected by the Danes for the safety of their womer wheil they took

the field. Had they substituted Caledonians for Danes, this account would
bave corresponded exactly with that. of Tacitus, conjuges ac liberos in' Jocg
tuta transferrent. 1t is evident that these loca tuta were not fir distant ; for
we find that immediately after the Battle, satisque constabat. sevisse quosdam
in conjuges ac libercs.  About half a mile west from the West Law are to
be seen the ruins of a stone fort, and south from it there aré the remaing ‘of
many huts. Half a mile farther west o deep ravine cuts the mountain. in two,
at the north end of which- there i another stone fort. Between this last Hien-
tioned fort and the I-Iogla'yers, at the northern base of the mouiitain, there
existed until lately three rows of huts, built principally of stone, and surk iy
the ground. But though they have been: removed, and the gronnd cultivated,

the hollows of the centre row are still visible. These may possibly have been

occupied by the charioteers angd cavalry, who could ‘not ascend the mountain;

At the eastern base of the West Law a bronze
20 years ago, and half of a stone baitle hammer was lately found eighteen inches
under the surface; and a flint arrow-head- was also found af the same place; 3
bronze spear-head on the east side of the Hoglayers, and another stone battle

hammer a little ¢o the westward, About a mile farther east, ang neatly in a line
between the two Laws, there are ng less than ej

veb ary occasion, There, perhaps, ccefibug
ac sacrificiis conspirationem civitatum sancierint, and there perhaps Galga.
‘ countrymen which Tacitus hag as.
-cnbed to him, and which is reckcned by many the noblést piece of eloquence
in the Romap language. With a due veneration for the memory of that
gallant Chief, it would perhaps be unfair o suppose that either his Commis.

sariat or _Quarter-Master—Geperal’S Departments were particularly well or.
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g;ni;sed,- His anny,'therefore,' probably moved by proclatp:ation ;_and w]_Je]r: the
distant ‘clans marched to war, it is very likely t}-mt a conspicuous Izgl(;_rlnﬂz;r was
given them, as a. point of rendezvous. 'Such_mlght be the Lomon: . d; icpx:;
manding:one of the finest views in the country, and tg be segn at t ¢ dis an, _-
. ;‘(;i;:;]z:n be .no doubt that -Agricola Woulq recopjl.oitre the. position‘ ﬁf .thg
Caledonians when he came near it; and, as if ﬁnt_li‘ng }t‘strqng, .ar{d Fomhy:]:-
pos'siblé to bring - his cavalry into action agajmst it, it appears to me tha tioz
conceived the bold project.of turning 1t, 50 as to put hlms.elf in cqn_xmum;gth
with his-fleet—to place himself between the enemny and his resources, 31; ‘usf
compel: him to come to 3. general action. .Leavmg Markmc‘h, thenii hqn; :S
oiﬁnion that he marched by his right, due nort-h_.al(?x_lg t}le plain, un‘t ) fe p —-t-
ed the East end of the Lomond Hill; and then, turning sharply to hls e 'lt; post-
ed-hiﬁl-s_élf at the base of the ,Greenhill,:opposite .Falkla_m"d. Pa:«')s? \fhere e con-
structed those extensive Lines, which existed. q.mtf: gn‘?xlre untﬂﬁ _about 4:3 y?a(ris
| ago. The only part of them now remainingrls s1§c'd}tches, an hu.ndre zatr s
ﬂistant from the base of the Hill. . The greatest‘leggth of them is all)lou w:).
hundred _and fifty yards, but they fom:ietly.‘ e).ctended, fifty yfzr(%s fart dex;1 gas t
They lie upon the:west end of a low ndge, which comes toa po(llnt, :21 0712)i
ruﬁ parallel to each other, but follow thg nature of the ground, an z%pprotl'-
ma;ce towards ,the. west, and some.of them join. -Several qf .tpem ape'letuit par i
fhrbugh _ ro_ék, and are still about twenty feet deep, but were .ft?rmerb ir mulc
more. -At their western extremity a narrow valley cuts the position obliquely,

through which a brook runs; and only two ramparts have been carried across

this valley, apparently for the purpose of formigg’ aﬁ il].u-t‘ldat:.'l(.)n.- _On tl?edl};rt.h-
side of this, three immense ra._m'part‘s,-with- corrgspondlng dltf:hes, gxten eb- n
* a north-west direction about eighthun‘dred‘yards. + These wgrg levelled 3 (.)ut
22 'year_s ago, but can still be traced in many parts. In.. front of the e}::lsflng
ditchés, wh_ich formed the centre of the position, but a ht.tle to the rig .t,. an
resting. apparently upon the inundation, t\_jo parallell ditches anq rg[flpa:et;
cdﬁmeﬂ,ced,- and extending -due east abouteleven ‘hpndreq ya.)_:ds.,“ termmla
oPP(;sife; the Kast Law, near to Falkland ; but :these worlfg errs_a -I.l(-)tl 50 zrgg
as the others, as the ground is more favourable. - These Ll.nes thius fqrrge_ an
obtuse.aﬁgle, with the right thrown back from thf':.mountam? and T.hgy a[:lpfﬁr
fo havé been quite open; to the rear. . The centre 1s‘the wgftkest .pOIPt, and the
ﬁearest to the mountain ; hence the extraordinary manner in which it has been
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' fortified: It is evident that they must have been occupied with reference t@
an enemy on the mountain above-them. This, I think, clearly appears f“?”.“
their proximity to it, from the defences  being all on 'that. side.,' and from 1t§
being ‘altogether 2 forced position, and possessing no natural :advagta’ges;
Hence the skill and extraordinary labour that have been requisite to make
them defensible. As far as T am able to judge, it must have required the

Jabour of as many hands as could be employed on them, at least a fortnight, -

to construct them. . There are reports of pieces of gold having been found:in
levelling them, but I have not been able to trace them to any authentic source:
These Lines are generally attributed to the Danes, but they appear to me to
bear the stamp of a more skilful artificer ; and I doubt much if ever the Danes
had ‘an army in this country sufficiently large to occupy them. There is a -
Danish camp two miles north-east from this, from which' the neighbouring
village® is named. " It is a circular work,—that ‘primitive sort of fortification
adopted by’ all rude. people, the circle being the figure which “contains the
greatest number. of men, with the least possible labour to construct it.: *
We have no reason to suppose that: Agricola made any attack on the position
of the Caledonians, as the Historian is silent on the: subject ; nor, as I have al-
ready stated, do I conceive that to have béen his object; but to draw them info
the plain, that he might then act against them with' greater facility ; and these
Lines being open to the rear, seem to favour that opinion.-. But whether it was
from having failed in that object,. or from want of ‘p'rov'-ision's, and the necessity
of putting himiself in' more immediate communication with his. fleet, and draw-
ing supplies from it, he appeats: to me t6 have -moved . from thence four miles
in a north-west direction along the plain, to the camp at Pitlour, which is still
called tke Roman Camp, although very little. of it remains. . The Hill upon
which it lies stands.on the south side, and forms -part : of: the- Oéliil' range,
to-which it is joined on the north-east: Tlie other sides are steep, and it rises
abf)ut four hundred feet from its base, ‘thus forming a very strong position ;
and I think it could hardly have been ‘occupied had the enemy been in any
other direction than'that of the Lomond Hill. The summit is- surrounded
by a chaili of rocks, upwards of. thrée hundred yards in'circumference, which
f{_)m?s a sort of citadel, and is still called e Fort. It has also'been well forti-
fied; and many of the stones used for that purpose have been ‘brough't from ‘a

0 Dunsheli or Daneshelter.
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distance. Upon cleating the ground for. planting it this year (1828), the road
leading up to it was discovered by Mr Skene, the proprietor, laid with stone; and
the entiance on the east side cut through the rock, and the pavement inside of
that quité entire. Upon digging, many human bones were found, both within
and without the circumference of it ; also the bones and teeth of horses. Per-
haps an hospital may have been establishéd there after the battle, for the wound-
ed, 4s the nearest station ; and these may be the remains of troopers who died
there. A little below the summit, and on the side facing the Lomond Hill, the
slope was cut into terraces, similar to those at Markinch, with this difference,
that these seem to liave-been faced with stone. They are now all levelled but
one, which is used as a farmroad. Most probably the Roman flect had by this
time ascended the Tay as far as Caerpow, at the confluence of the Tay and
the Frr, so as to command both these rivers ; and it would thus be at the distance
of only four miles and a half from the camp." And as thé Caledonians capable
of bearing arms had all marched fo join the army, the fleet could ravage the
fertile coast of Fife, the Carse of Gowrle, and Strathern, at discretion. There
appears-also to have been a communication bétween-the fieet and the army ; for
on the high ground a niile from the 'cé.mp; and in a direct line betwéen it and
Cacrpow,. there is ‘an’ eminence: which. has some appearance of having been
fortified; and on digging near it a few years ago, the top of a handmill, and
what appears to have been a sword, were found. Both these have been’ present-
ed to the Antiquarian Society; by Mr Skene. .
T the camp at Pitlour, Agricola would thus occupy thé ridge of the Ochil
Hills,-and the Caledonians that of the Lomonds, four miles distant; with the
plain of the Eden ‘between them ; and-the Roman General séems to have wait-

ed patiently until the advanced season of the year, and the want of provisions;

compelled his opponents to quit their position. He says, in his speech to his
Army, “ Octavus annus est, commilitones, ex quo virtufe et auspiciis imperit
Romani, fide atque opera vestra Britanniam vicistis.” Now this was only

the Seventh campaign, and as the First commenced late in the season, this -

must have been still later, and in the very close of it. ' Negue enim nobis

" aut locorum eadem motitia, aut commeatum eadem abundantia” His provi-

sions then were getting scarce ; and I think we may reasonably infer that the
Caledonians experienced the same privations in a much greater degree, from

It Galgacus seems to have had it in view when he says, © imminente nobis classe Romana.”
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theu' army being more numerous, their supplies from .the northern provinces
interce pte(.], anc.l frorg .the southern coast of Fife being exhausted. * Quod
ad me attinet, jam pridem miki decretum est, neque exercitus, neque ducis
tt;.rga_ ngta esse.” Hence if-; is evident that his retreat was compromised, and
his credit at stake; and this I suppose to have been the case from: the time
that he turned the enemy’s position. . I think it also evident that he must
have done so, as the enemy had remained stationary, and made no movement
$o threaten his rear. - o A
Bf:fpre we come to the Battle, it may be Decessary.to say something of the
relative strength of the two Armies. That of the Caledonians is stated to'have
been upwards of thirty thousand, besides the old men and youths. If there-
_forehW:e calculate the whole at forty thousand, it may be near the truth.. That
of t e ‘R_?mans. lsvnot so.easily estimated. 'There were. at this time only-three
Legions in Bntam——f.he Second, the Ninth, and the Twentieth—and ‘they
Eipe.ar,to have befan all preserit ; but we cannot suppose that they were any. thing .
e lt;pmplebe, as it m}lst have required at least half their force to garrison the
:;ut er::i parts of the island. General Roy calculates their army. at twenty—'sii
_W_ aOsus_au:l : :)ut that is perhaps too bigh an_estimate. The Caledonian army
_hav certainly @ore-numerous,this Campaign than the preceding Bne,- and we
- lf, -‘3.&?11 that Agricola ther divided his force, to prevent his being surround-
Th )y it; and ome body, to swrround another, must be at least double jts nﬁmberé.
e cavalry were three thousand, and the auxiliary. fantry ei i
In the orgastration of ary- infantry eight. thousand.
.infgntr },' " o o ,a.Ro,man army, the general rule was, that the auxiliai'y.
auxﬂiay should be‘mfenor to the legionary soldiers in numbers, and that the
- t;,a?;, cf._iV.alry should exceed them, The usual proportion of cavalry attach-
o g1on appears to have heen from four to five hundred.. The force. here
_ erefore much greater; so that if we suppose in the present jnst
legionary o 1 : Ppose In the present instance the
ry ave equalled the auxiliary infantry, the whol il
ceed nineteen g ¥» the whole army will not ex-
. ousand. The force on board the fleet T
three to four thousand. The account of the Battl e o uave been from
Py ‘ _ount of the Battle is as follows: - .. .
o adloquente adkue Adgricold, militum ardor eminebat. et -
Lwones angens alocritas ; - ¢ finem ora-
consecuta est, statimque ad arma ds ;
os ruentesque itq disposuit, ut pedit ¢ ad arma discursum, Instine-
dia’!ﬂ, aciem Jirmarent ; ¢, u;'tu y '2 um' car'wleza, guw‘ocm illia erant; me-
; s equium tria millia, cornibys adfunderentur. - I.p
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“ac terrorem edztwmbus locw constiterat, zta ut “primum agmen wquo, ceteri
per acclive Jugum connexi velut insurgerent : media campi covinarius et
éques strepitu ac discursu complebat, - Tum’ Agricola, superante hostium
mullitudine, veritus, ne simul in Sroniem, simul et latera suorum pﬂgmre-
tur, diductis ordinibus, quamquam porrectior acies futura erat, et arcessen-
das plerigue legiones admonebant, promptior in spem, et ﬁrmm‘ adverm,
dimisso equo pedes ante, vexilla constitit. ‘ S
Ac primo congressu eminus certabatur : simul constantid, szmul arte Bri-
tanmni, mgentzbus gladiis, et brevibus cetris, missilia’ nostrorum: vitare, vel
-excidere, atque ipsi magnam vim telorum superfundere : donec-Agricola tres
Batavorum cokortes ‘ac Tungrorum duas cokortatus est, ut rem ad’ mu-

.crones. ac manus adducerent ; quod et ipsis vetustate militice exercitatum,

et hostibus inhabile parva scuta et enormes gladios gerentibus ; nam Bri-
tanmorum gladii sine mucrone, complezum armorum, et in arclo pugnam
non tolerabant.  Igitur, ut Batavi miscere ictus, fenre umbonibs, ord
Jeedare, et stratis, qui in. cquo obstitérant, erigere in colles aciem cepere ;
.ceteree coﬁortes, emulatione et impetu commistee, proximos quosque ceedere :
-ac plerique semineces, aut inlegri, festinatione victoriee relinquebantur. In-
~derim : equitum turmee fugere, : covinarii peditum seprelio miscuere ; €,
Guamquam recentem terrorem intulerant, densis tamen hostium agminibus,
et incegualibus locis herebant : minimeque equestris ea pugnee facies erat,
.cum xgre div stantes, simul equorum corporibus impellerentur : ac sepe
vagi currus, exterrifi sine rectoribus equi, ut quemque formzdo tiderat,
-tramsversos aul vbuios incursabant. : : ‘
Lt Britanni, qui adhuc pugne erpertes summa. collmm insederant, et
paucztatem nostrorum vacuz.spemebant, degredi paul[atzm, etcircumire terga
vincentium ceperant’: ni idipsum veritus, Agricola quatuor equitum alas,
ad subita belli retentas, venientibus opposuisset, quantoque Sferoctus accur-
rerant, tanto derius pulsos in fugan disjecisset. Ita consilium Britannorum

f

in ipsos versum : transvecteque preceplo ducis a fronte pugnantium ale,

aversam hostium aciem invasere. Tum vero patentibus locis grande et atrox
spectacubum : sequi, vulnerare, capere atque eosdem, oblatis alits, trucidare,
Jam hostium, prout cuique ingenium erat, caterve armatorum pavcioribus
{derga preestare, quidam inermes ullro ruere, ac s¢ ‘morti offerre.  Passim
-arma, ct corpora, et laceri artus, et cruenta humus : et aliquando etiam vic-
rtzs ira mrtwsgue postquam sylvis appropinquarunt collecti, primos sequen-
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tium, tncautos et locorum ignaros, circumveniebant. Quod ni frequens ubi-
que Agricola, validas et expeditas cokortes indaginis modo, et sicubi arc.
tiora erant, partem equitum, dimissis equis, simul rariores sylvas equitem
persultare jussissel; acceptum ‘aliguod vulnus per nimiam ﬁduczam Joret.
Ceterum, ubi compositos firmis ordinibus sequi rursus vidére; in fugam versi,
non agmzmbus, ut prius, nec alius alium respectantes, rart, et vitabundi in-
vicem, longingqua atque avia petiere: finis sequendi noz et satietas fuit:

ceesa hostium ad decem millia : nostrorum trecentt sewagmta ceczdere, n
quis Aulus Atticus, Pregfectus cohortis, Juvenili ardore et ferocza egw
kostibus illatus.” . : Co

A Battle which lays a Nation prostrate becomes an interesting object in
History, and lives in the memory of Posterity when minor events are forgotten.
And however circumstantial the Historian may be in his description of it, we
generally wish that he had been more so. Unfortunately, in the present in-
stance he has been very concise : but, if I mistake not, the progress of the
Battle may be very distinetly traced, from: the wrecks of it which have come
down to our own.times, although most of them have been removed within 2
recent period.” All that Tradition says of it is, that a great ‘Battle. was fought
there, and that the Eden ran with blood for twenty-four hours after.. It is
called . the battle .of Merlsford,” which is a ford of the Eden about half way
between the two.armies. Above thdt ford the River runs'in a narrow valley,
the sides of which are steep, and present considerable obstacles to the passage
of an army ; but below that it can be passed with ease. The River itself there
is an inconsiderable stream except in floods, and is accordingly not mentmned
by the Historian. (See the annexed Plan.)

The Caledonians appear to me to have descended from: their position, as I
have already stated, by the Hoglayers, and through the fields of Urquhart, to-
wards Merlsford. The ground there answers the description very exactly, de-
scending in three successive ridges, between the Lomond Hill and the Fden,
although the lower one is not continuous as the others, but is brokexn into
several eminences. Agricola, if we may judge from the shortness of his speéch,
seems to have lost no time in descending from his camp at Pitlonr fo meet
the ememy. The right of his first line, eleven thousand strong, appears to me
to have been posted s little to the eastward of the house of Wellfield, with the-

12 The Ford of Thieves, Ma'ckay'a Gaclic Dictionary.
VOL. IV. F
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Tt would thus be on a level with the Cale-
donians on the lower ridge ; and, from the nature of the ground, and the sub-
sequent movement, I am inclined to think that he must have had more of his
ca,va,h_'_y on his left wing than on his right. His second line, composed of the
Jegionary soldiers, was_ probably posted on the ridge below Kincragie; about
half a mile from the first; and he may have left a small garrison in the fort
at the camp. That the second line was at. a considerable- distance from the
frst, is evident; and although this disposition. of Agricola would have been
destructionto him against 2 well-disciplined army, it was perhaps thebest he
could have made under the existing circumstances. He seems to bave been
well aware that his adversaries would endeavour to outflank him, and he de-
ployed his first line accordingly. Had that been defeated, the énemy would
mostjlikely ‘have airived in confusion at the second ; and had that in its turn
‘been obliged to give way, it could have retired upon the stroug camp. in its
rear, where there was bardly-a possibility of iits being forced.

The Caledonians, I conceive, crossed the Eden at Merlsford, and-attacked
e seems to have been consider-

Teft extending towards the Eden.

the first line in its position, where  the carnag

able; for at (a), close by Mr Cheape’s house. of Wellfield, a large cairn stood -

until twenty-six years ago, about one hundred and thirty yards in circum-
ference. Upon being removed, it was found to contain urns, bones, stone
coffins, many remains of arms completely ‘oxidized, and a deer’s horn. - About
one hundred and fifty yards south-east from that a good many bones were dug
up this season (1828), and a stone coffin containing a skeleton, four feet under

ground; and farther on towards th
many years ago. WVhen that part, of th
had erossed the River, 1t seems to hav
porthern bank ; and there, I take it, we find the
by the Historian.
large stone’ formerly stood onm ¢
was found under it. That part of the Caledonian army: which had r'e‘nminéd

_on the eminénces on the south side of the River then appears:to. have descend-
ed, and, crossing the Eden also at Menlsford, circumire terga vincentium ce-

perant, when _Agricola advanced four ale, or cohorts of-auxiliary cavalry, from

his left, probably about two thousand ‘men, which crossing the river ‘between

Merlsford and the east side of Corston Mill, and bringing forward their left

k, when the slaugh-

* shoulder, thus charged their adversaries in front and in flan

¢ Caledonian army was repulsed which
e retired to the. westward, along the
locis inequalibus mentioned

e left of the. line urns were dug up-a good

A person'of distinetion seems. to have fallen there, as. a
he spot; and upen removing it a stone. coffin
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" ter se have . The
er seems to have been great. The handle of a sword, with a small portion of
1o o

the blad 0 1 ‘
twe:tyyz :::aaclle.d :::dlt’:as turned up by the plough near Corston. Mill about
enty yen's fnc, ‘ éfr(E), .where a barrow formerly stood, bones were found :
o (o thei ea.st om it a bron'z.re battle-axe was also found a few years’
g o itse 1s-a. tun?ulus, which T have dug into, but found nothing;
o iabom.er PO;ltl-OIl, it seems to have been connected with the 'Battle.,
4103 lsboure :mP oyed by myl Father about forty-two years ago, in digging
o o fonee ple;e; zf planting, found so many sculls and human bones
e by o am;.aly{ z;n eft.the work, These men, 1 conceive, must have been
. o ack from the south, as the bank qf the River there is steep ‘and
| Fir,r tsl;) at they could not have been attacked from the other side )
o cartdads of o D s pmards of o
hou - Upon removing it about thirty vears aco,
g:r ;xbf:szs lo:i':l ;vzzrb;':z:i:d:.lrlld oi tht; same depth, was found},r 'guite ﬂ;:l;,’ oéfl'
finest sand. An urn was a]soe;;ur:io lf::r stq}l:are e g o Tl of the
st 2 S N e surface of the. cairn, full
O;r;:ieh f,t Ll;rf_;:):l-.fiuetDrmds temp_le stood on the south side of it, conSistilzt:
oottt f; jn(;n:;. thiinil th}t::.ieh we:;l blasted with powder and removed,
oxe : » which still marks the spot. The Battle in
bankn:);m:h etllr;a;av ;:?I;S to l.have raged with great fury along the northern
ot foty roun a;o 01.‘ ; ittle west of Wellﬁeld, at (B), another cairn stood
shous Tory Y wa: - " It was not so Jarge as the others; but, from the care
e ey tHer ;rected, s.ome. persons qf note were supposed: to have.
et e the ;. t was sunk in the ground, and rose about four or five
oo , an .was surmpunted by a Druid’s temple of seven stones, It
s o contain urns and bones. : : : L
the]ir;m:gleeli at::sst;a::fd(iz‘, :h:aél; Ica;rn.stood: unt:)l about forty-two years ago, and
; last ot the Caledonians in a body seers to have ‘been made:
i{:ﬂ ;Ie:;lc;v;r;ihthls--caxm many bongs were found, and great quantities of
by the ot e gleilces werﬁ ’very small, so as to be called Anives and- forks
e rkmen. ers agg.m were very large; too much so, one might al-
gtadioiufff}ie’»énin; the account I have had of them, even for the enormes
“ the Cale onians: ‘None of them have unfortunately been preserved;
:irt:lsz; ::fl:e;) E:;)bably o:lmpletely c.)xidized, and reckoned “of lfo Vallig- éseé:z:;
N ] wers’:- .s-o found in the eairn, and distributed about the coun-
me as cunosities. A few of these are still preserved, and serve to
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convey rather a favourable idea of the state of the arts at the time. Some
of them were of a long elliptical form, and made of jet ; -others were made of
a bluish glass, and shaded with spiral or circular lines ; while others were white,
enamelled with red and blue spots, the colours of which are as vivid as ever.
The custom of burying their weapous, and also trinkets, with the dead, we know
to be a very ancient one, and it seems to have come originally from the East.
Several stone coffins have also been found between this cairn and the Eden;

Still farther west, at (#), a very fine cairn stood. Xt was sunk five or six feet
under. ground, and raised about four feet above it. Many burnt. bones were
found in it, and ‘some urans of superior workmanship, which were wantonly de-
stroyed by the workmen, to the great regret of the proprietor, the late Mr
Arnot of Arlarg.  Another caim stood opposite to.this, at (1), on the south
side of the river, one hundred yards in circumference; but I have not been
able to find that any thing was discovered in it when it was removed.

On the high ridge north and west from (1) I conceive the woods to have
been where. the Caledonians made their last stand, and where they killed some
of their pursuers. Some urns were found at (L) seven or eight years ago, full
of bones ; one of which I saw. It was preserved.several years, and broken by

accident, after"virhich-not only the bones, but also the urn itself, crumbled into-

dust. . At (M) six or seven vessels were found .a few years-ago, consisting of
culinary pots, and a kind of small tripods,.all of .bronze. - Advancing west-
ward from (N) there is a fine spring of water called Romanty Well, where the
wearied Legions may have slaked their thirst; and farther on is a farm called
Blairkead, which is said to signify the end of the Battle. .

.This Battle; then, scems to have rolled from east to west, over a tract of

three miles, and to have formed as it were two distinct actions; and the line .

of flight of the fugitives appears to have been to the west and north-west,
which was probably the only one open to them. VI -

About a mile north-west from Wellfield a silver coin of Domitian, and a
handmill, were found a few years ago, both of them in excellent preservation,

and the latter of very good workmanship. At () also, about seven yearsago,

eighteen or twenty battle-axes and spear heads or javelins were found together
in a bog, ‘on the lands of Gospartrie, all of bronze. The spears or javelins,
whicliever they may have been, are small, with a socket for the handle. Several
stone battle-hammers have also been found on the field. We have seen that
the dead were interred in four different ways. Some were merely placed in
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the ground ; others were deposited in stoné coffins formed of flat stones
mar:':y were burnt, and cairns erected over them ; while others were bumnt and’
their ashes deposited in urng. We know that the Caledonians fre: u:énﬂ

burned their dead, The Romans also appear in many o enect,

- ) instances to have erect-
ed cairns over their dead in this.countty; veck

and.in so.doi ' “con-
formed to the custom of the natives, o protect théi:r::ir‘:::igr;sﬂ;'fc):rlnmi::xysfl‘:W‘3 ;?I? -
(_?.aledonians seem to have been as serupulous in the performance of the ﬁx (;
rites as the Romans. The erection of these cairng ‘must have cost mué;elr .
bour; but as it was the eustom for each passenger to add-a stone, many of thea-
no doubt increased in size from age to age, in- proportion to tl’le fal:Ze‘of thm
dece.ased. It is still a proverbial expression when. one commits an action 'f
creditable to him, to say, It will not add a stone to his catrm,: . - "
This Inquiry ought perhaps to close here ; but, for the sake of connectin
the subsequent movements with what has been already stated, I shall pu; .
the narrative a little farther.. - : S
; : r. . e
- Et nox quidem gazfdzo pravdéque loeta. victoribus : Britann;. palantes,
togue verorum mulicrumgue ploratu, trahere vulneratos, vocare inte.-
fros, dfserere domo.g, ac per iram ultro incendere : eligere lutebras. of sta-
j;:r: rg{tpquere : mascere invicem consilia aliqua, dein separare ;. alz:q?iaﬁdo
msﬁ;ﬁﬁ ff::ruz suo;-';m, sapius comztam o satisque constabat se-
S uondam in o ;gti' vat liberos z‘amguam msererentur. Provimus dies
- e la mzt, vastum ubique silentium, secreti colles Ju
Z:antm procul tecta, nemo exploratoribus obvivs - quibus in omnem pa’rtem
ot o o et Sl conper
b €L 6zacta jam o LTSt Dellum nequibat - in fines: Horestorum ey
Z:;:im pf;cjuc:; g: ;cceztz:s' ob.s:zdzbu.s-, pregfecto classis “ circumyehi 'Bﬁt::-'
que eg’:cires»egm;) z’tz'ner; qu ;no:;f;:;pgc?smt tffT?:O?’: '. e Dediten at
nio itinere, gentwum animi ipsa transit.
;be;rwere;t;:;lzn:ﬁzbernzs locavz't.- Et stmul classis .'seczizda_ tempef:azoz
Jome re;jkm,;_fsm portum tenuzt? unde prowmw latere Britannie- lecty

) -After the Battle, Agricola, I conceive
the Ochil Hills, ang crossing the Ern ,
:advax-]ced to Perth, where his fleet had
magine to have been the limit of his co

followed the fugitive An‘ny through
at the fords below Duplin, to have’

probably preceded him, and which [
nquests. -
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. The Historian' makés no mention of his having erected any Forts for secur-
ing the country that he had conquered; but to suppose that he did not do so,
would be to suppose that he had abandoned the system which he had hitherto
pursued ; ‘and .as we know that fortresses did exist in this part of the coun-

. try, they may perhaps be attributed with more probability to him than to any
of his siccessors. _ : ‘
_ The station of Bertha is generally supposed to have been at the junction of
the Tay and the Almond, -and Orrea must have been near, it. General Roy
supposes them to have been the same. Subsequent inquiries, however, seem
to favour the opinion that there were two stations there, one at the confluence
of the Tay and the :Almond, and another where the town of Perth now stands.
The situation of the latter is well adapted for a station, as the tide does not
flow, and the river is not navigable above it. Fhe Roman road from Ardoch

* divided into two branches at Tippermuir, one of which led to the junction of
the Tay and the Almond, and the other direct to Perth. 'The latter was only
taken up about twelve years ago. Sibbald® says, « It 15 observed by Burton,
in his Comimentarie upon Antoninus his Itér, that the Saxon Kings had their
seats where the Roman colonies and forts stood ; and the -same -is to be ob-
served as to the seats of the Kings of thé Scots.and the Picts, that when they .
took themsclves to fixed aboads, they lodged with their family and their at-

tendants where the Romans had colonies or garisons. So to keep by the tract

' of land which is the subject of this discourse, the Scots Kings had one of their
seats, where Bertha stood of old, which being inundated by a spate of water,
King. William the Lyon transferred his seat from thence to the. Roman station
upon Zay, which he called Perth.—And after the Scots had made themselves
masters of the countrey which the Picts possessed; they took for their. royal
seats the same mansions the Pictish Kings had, which were the colonies and
forts of the Romans. Thus we find the prime seat of the Pictish Kings was
at Abernethie, where some ruins of ancient buildings may. yet be seen; and
that it.was a Boman colony or garison, the medals found at Potie, in the neigh-
bourhood of .it, put it beyord all doubt” T.am therefore inclined to place
Orrea at Perth. Stragetk, upon the Ern, must have been a considerable
station ; and General Roy, with much reason, 1 conceive, supposes it to have
been that of ad Hiernam. It lay half way between Perth and Ardoch, and

- 1B Conjectures concerning Roman Ports, Forts, and Colonies, &c. 1711, folio, p- 10.
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the military road passed through it, which has been constructed with as much
care as the Via Appia itself. Part of it has been made much in the same
manner as the modern roads ; the. foundation being formed of stones, with ten
inches of metal over them. The rest of it has been paved with large flat
stones bedded in sand, considerable portions of which:still- rerain b:tween
Gask and Strageth. Small forts have also been erected along the roadside;
the Jargest of which may still be traced near the house.df -Gask : and one 0;'
the smallest, as also a portion of the road, in their original state, i,'nf the: corner
of a wood near Innerpeffery. These forts, I conceive, indicate the road -fo have
been insecure for travellers, and on the frontier of an-eﬂe'my?s" cpuﬁﬁry‘ JAgri-
cola then marched back his army into the country. of the. Horestis. . P‘;:ol‘em
makes no mention of this people ; but Richard places théem in Fife; an& thei-i
northern boundary may have been the Ern. The venerable Bede and' Riehard
of Cirencester both inform us that Agricola founded Fictoria aftex his return
from the campaign against Galgacus. - Ptolemy in-his ma;p.‘-placeé.'this;city: as
nearly as possible on the field of battie already described ; but although I have
ma'de.evel_ry possible inquiry on the subject, T cannot find that any. trace of‘fl-‘:mci'ei]t
building has ever been discovered there: Richard, however, in speaking of
the town_s. of -the Horestii, after mentioning Alauna and Lin(,llil.'ﬂ- says "‘gﬂ.'t' '
re.non minys quam noming reliquis gloriosior,’ Pictoria, ab-’ﬂ'g?:iébld :ui ﬂu-,
men »11'avu_fn? XX, milliaria ab ¢jusdem in mare ézitu, edificatn, memm-zw
proditum dicunt” - In his Itinerary he also places it’ thirty-tw.é ;Ilﬁés-fr;)
th_e Wall; so that estimating Roman and English milés 2 12:t0:11, thr'n
brings us to Caerpow, at the confluence. of the Tay and thé Era; wlnch I-’h %s
SITpp'osed to have been the station of the Roman fleet during: the’. b'a'ttl‘ef ": vf;
w1.th1:_1 a mile of Abernethy, where Horsley and many antiqu;ﬁié‘s .h'aive" ’l' 11d
this city.. Sibbald says, * And these colonies upon the south ‘coast ";'} il]".‘ce |
were that called Fictoria in Ptolemee, where Agricola had his camp h.l ;Y
fou%‘rht ‘with. Galdus, who.is called Galguacus by Tacitus.” PW "m"h ’
he st of s Gty he o s f 26w bt s 0 ing
terity o e ver which was to hand down his fame. to pos:
N ¥ certainly.could net have chosen one combining. more natural
advantages than Caerpow. Its situation, in a plaim between the Ochil
and. the Tay, is precisely such an one as. the Rom lly foried B
their towns. It lay in the heart of a fertile coi e gen?rau'}" PITEﬁ’-HEd o
: ] ertile country, commanding. the navigas
tion of the Ern ang e e
the Tay—a great advantage when all was hostile bsvond.
e beyond.
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Its situation was favourable for commerce, and it possessed the rare advantage
-of being both a naval and military station at the same time. :
;. Caerpow and "Abernethy probably joined. "Tradition says that f:he latter
was a great city, and that it filled the plain. - The foundations of houses have'
been dug up there. - Sibbald also says that ruins existed there in his time, and
that a Roman road led from thence to-Ardoch, and another to Perth. The
fortress stood in the lawn at Caerpow, about a quarter of a mile from the Tay;
and a considerable portion of it remained until a few years ago. It was built
in -the usual substantial manner of the Romans. The extent of it cannot now
be ascertained, but it was probably considerable, as the wall was five feet in
thickness. . When it was demolished, which was no easy matter, a bath with
is" appendages was discovered, of very beautiful workmanship. '.The fioor’ of it,
T was informed, still remains entire, either of mosaic or tessilated work, but it
is covered up with earth. Many bones were also found there, and wh_at7 ap-
_ pears to have been an enamelled bronze bracelet ; but the enamel came off in
cleaning it. . A wall also appears to have extended from thenee to the Tay,
which can be traced from the grass withering over its foundation in dry seasons.
‘A few years :igd five very large wrns were dug up between Caerpow and Aber-
‘néthy, fall of bones. They were all_broken but one, which is still preserved
in’ the hall at Caerpow. = It is.about two feet high, conical at the bottom,
sWeiling out at the middle, and the top is surrounded by a deeply indented
cormice. . - . . : S ' ' o
." From Victoria, then, the dubious celebrity of Abernethy may have arisen,
the. capital of the Pictish kings, as it has been called, and the seat of learning
in the middle ages. : . , o . :
A chain of Fortresses has extended from Caerpow to The Wall, the erection
' of which I am inclined to.ascribe to Agricola, for reasons to be hereafter stated,
and of which I shall now give some account. - ‘ ' :
Advancing westward from Caerpow, the next station is the Castle Law of
Abernethy. It stands on the west side of the glen of that name, on the
northern edge of the Ochil range, in 4. high and commanding situation, over-
looking Strathern and the Tay. It has been only about 150 yards in circum-
ference, but very strong and well fortified. There is a lake or rather pool of
water.in the bason of the adjoining rock, which has been protected by a stone
rampart. ‘There is also an embankment to raise the water, and a work to de-

fénd the émbankment, ~

the Baitle of Mons Grampius. * . 49

." The next station is the Castle Law of Colteucher, which "has béen a first-
7ate fortress in its time. It is naturally very strong, except.on the south-west;
where it has been defended by a double and perhaps a:triple diteh and, rampart.
1t stands in a very commanding situation ; aund, taking a birds-eye view of the
country from thence, one might almost suppose that - Agricola stood there
when he fixed the neighbouring stations, as they are almost all within view of
it. 'From the top of the rampart to the bottom of the first ditch is still about
100 .feet. The circumference of the citadel is about 200 yards, but there
appears to have been more extensive works on the north side of the hill,
and the circumference of the whole may have been 700 or 800 yards. Great
piles of stones remain on the summit of the hill, which have been used in the
construction of the works. 'This corresponds with the situation of Lindum
in Richard's Itinerary, 9 miles from Victoria. 1t belongs to Lord Ruthven,
who, much to his credit, preserves it untouched. - . . - S
. About two miles south-wést from Colteucher stands the fort of Ardargie;
guarding a pass through the Ochil Hills. . It is square, each side being about
eighty yards in length.” A ravine, through which a brook runs, forms the
defence on the south-east. The other three sides are defended by a ditch
about thirty feet wide. About half a mile north from this s ‘small work for-
merly. stood on an eminence, -and which is still called the Fort, -1t -appears
to have been a look-out post to the. former, which commands no view. towards
Strathern. : - e
- The next station'is the Garrison Law, nearly three miles south-west from
Dunning. 1t is very steep, and has been’ surrounded by a single’ ditch and
rampart some distance below the summit, about five hundred yards in circum-
ference, which. must have made it almost-impregnable. -Not far from the base
of the Garrison Law, in a north-west direction, there is a very remarkable
and well-known mound of earth, rescmbling the bottom of a ship reversed,
which has retained its Romat name, with little variation, Zernavie (Terre
Napz'.s‘). Wegt from Ternavic lies the strong little fort of Castle Craig. It
stands upon a small rocky hill, detached from the Ochil range by a deep
ravipe. It is one hundred arnd fifty yards in circumference, and the ditch
has. been cut through the rock. - - o fa |
. ':I‘he next station is Benaithrie, in a very elevated and commanding situation.
It is two hundred and fifty yards in circumference, and has had a triple rampart
of stones and earth on the south side, which is by much the weakest.

To the westward of this the northern slope of the Ochil range become;c;
VOL. 1V, G ' | o
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more gentle, and not by any means so.defensible. The chain of Forts, accord-

ingly, quits the northern brow of the hills; and descends into the plain. ~ The

next station is about two miles from duchterarder, and four from Ardoch,

at the éntrance of Gleneagles. It lies upon a low ridge, extending from north

to-south,—has been about three hundred and fifty yards in circumference, and

surrounded by a double ditch and rampart. The greater part of the rampart

is now removed, but the outer ditch has been about thirty feet wide. This.is

mentioned by Sibbald as a Roman work, who calls it one of the out~guards of
Ardoch, and it is still ‘poitited-out by the country people a3 such.” One or two
urns were found onthe east side, just outside the rampart, and a bronze pot,
and leaden chest about three feet long, in a moss a little to the south-west of it.

. 'The next is the well-known station of Ardock, which has béen so often de-

scribed that. it is-unnecessary to say much about it here. From the plan of
the works, it is evident that they have been constructed at different times ;-and
T am disposed to consider what may be called the Citadel as the original work.

The ground -possesses no patural advantages, but it is the weakest point in

the chain of posts. - The great road from The Wall to the north led thxough
it, and it lies in the gorge, where the-Ochil and Grampian ranges approxi-
mate. Hence its importance as a station, and the great labour that has been
requisite to render it defensible, there being mo less than five ditches. on the
east side. -The inscriptions and other remains found there evidently show that
it was much occupied by the Romans. o

Thé next station is the Knock of Barbush, on the river dlan, a mile and

a half north-cast from Dumblane. This position is particulatly. well adapted
for defence, and has been the most extensive in the line. Only a small- por-
tion of the works now remains on the north-west side, on the river ; but a strong
double ditch and rampart formerly surrounded the hill, from eight to twelve
hundred yards in circumference, which were. levelled about thirty years. ago.
This corresponds well with the site-of Alauna, both in Piolemy’s and Rickards
maps, the name of which seems: to bear some :affinity to.that of the river on
which it stands. From Dumblaneé to the Carse of Stirling. the banks of the
Alan are naturally strong. o o
"The next station was at Kippen Ross, of which no. trace now remains. The
next is on the Abbey Craig, which is a small work one hundred and fifty yards
in citcumference, the. rampart of which is still about thirty feet high. . The
station next to The Wall was probably where Stirling Castle now stands,
althoizgh no vestige of it has come down to our times. T

the Batile of Mons Grampuus. 51

* . ‘Such’is the line of Flortresses, the erection of which, as I have already said,

I am-inclined to attri‘pute to Agricola. I'am led to this conclusion as they
appear to me distinctly to mark what T conceive to have been the limit of his
conguests. ‘Théy, all look towards the north, and seem to have been p]ziced
with a view of preventing the irruption of an enemy from that quafter. The
stations at the Ty and the Adlmond, Perth, Strageth, Caerpow, Ardargie,
Auehterarder, and Ardock, ¥ consider as decidedly Roman, and, with the
others that have been mentioned, form a well-connected line throughout. The
probability. therefore is that they were erected at the same time and for the
same purpose.. They all appear to me to have been chosen and executed with
consummate skill, and to bear the stamp of that Master-hand which, we are
informed, never placed a stronghold in a position where it was surprised,
The camp at Dealgin Ross, where Gordon has placed the Battle, indiclates-
nothing of the prudence of Agricola. It stands, or rather stood; in the centre
of the little:plain of Cormirie, surrounded by lofty hills on all sides, thus form-
ing as complete a cul de sac as can well be imagined. :The ‘general wﬁo led
his troops thither probably paid the forfeit of his temerity ;__a_nd-tﬁe moﬁﬁmeﬁ-
tal stones standing between that and Ardock, in the glen of Blairnmdn, and
an urn found there, look rather ominous. - I think we may exonerate Agricola
from having had any share in that ifl-chosen position, | -
Much stress has also been laid upon a passage in the Spée'ch ;f Ga?g:acz.z“s-
for placing it farther north, « Sed nulla Jam ultra gens,—nihil nisi Suctus e;
saxa;” but I can see no difficuity in understanding if. There had heen a ge.
neral gathering of the Clans, and some of them may have come from the 'norfh-:
ern extremities of the island ; and a native .of C;:zitkhé;s.s', in addressing hi[ﬁ-‘
self to his countrymen, would express himself in similar terms if he ha ened"
to be in Edinburgh.or London at the time. We are the dast of tﬁe-IIs)lI:zﬁcf :
beyond us there is nothing but rocks and waves. R .
Before putting his army in ‘motion for its winter cantonments, Agﬁcofa
FoQk .hostages of the Horestii. We are not informed where thi; ceremony
took place, but there is a large mound of stones and earth near the Ficld o}r
Battle, called the Courtknow, which may have been erected to commemorate
that event; and the situation of it seems favourable for making a lasting im.
pression upon the vanquished people. He then dispatched his fleet frozi th
newly: founded city of Victoria, as I cdnceiﬁe, to ‘circumr;avrigate Britain éns.
commenced his retreat.” Fis order of march is not-méxlltio-ned, ‘but as hi,sr ;)b;



52 An Tnguiry respecting the Site, &c.

ject was to strike terror into the conquered people by a display of his force,
arid no doubt also for the greater facility of getting provisions, we may rYeason-
ably suppose that he retired:in more columns than one. The natural order
of march appears to me to have been in two columns ; one-passihg‘through the
glen of Abernethy over the field of battle, and so on by Kinross and. Dunferm-
Jine to Alloa, where it may have passed the Forth in boats; while the other
went west through Strathern, along the northern base of the Ochil Hills..
And as they retired by stow marches, the troops might assist in the construc~
tion of the fortresses, Jeaving gairisons as they passed. -From Ardoch the
rotite would naturally be by Stirling, and so on behind The Wall to their can-.
tonments. Thus terminating the last campaign of Agricola, and his military -
career in Britain. : 3 ' " o

Decémber 1828. \

P S —Since writing the preceding pages, I find that a considerable cairn:
stood a little to the south-west of (B). Many sepulchral remains have also been
found at Harelaw, near the Crook of Devon; and tradition says that there wis
rauch’ fighting there.. Urns have also been found at the base of the Cleish

Hills, about two miles south-west from Loch Leven, placed with the top up-
wards, according to the Roman method of burial. R

" [(Norte.—Itmaybe proper to notice, that a paper on the subject of the Battle of Mons
Gran{pius, by the Rev.’ Andrew Small of Edensbhead, was also read at a Meeting of
the Society, 25th Januvary 1330.—It is well known thatin 1823 Mr sz_lll published a
volume in 8vo, under the title of < Inferesting Fowan Antiquities recently discovered |
in Fife, ascertaining the Site of the great Battle fought between Agricola and Galgacus,™:
&ec. - In this work he was. the first in recent times to suggest that the site ‘of the
battle of Mons. Grampius was -to be looked for near the foot of the West Lomond
Hill; and he pointed out various sepulchral and other remains discovered in that
district, as éorrobqrativg of a supposed battle between the Romans and Caledonians

Jbaving there taken ﬂace}, and‘whic.h he ‘hlas';'des(.:ribed,-:but ‘évidéﬁtly with 'ﬂ‘_n.xe)’é,

e .military'dperat,ibns. ' Wi_th i'égn'i'd to Mr Small’s
‘Society, it is not snited for publication in the
desire to secure to himself the merit

wholly unaccustomed to trae
subsequent comm.u‘u_ica't:mh to. the ety,
Transactions {however anxious may be his ,
of a Discoverer in this wide field of Antiquities), as the chief part of his paper con-
sists in additions and corrections wade to his printed work, of which, we understand,

he contemplates an improved edition.—Epr7.]
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