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1. ABSTRACT

An extensive programme of archaeological fieldwork between August 2006 and May 2008 in the area of the 
former New Street Gasworks and New Street Bus Depot, Canongate, Edinburgh revealed remains of one 
of the earliest and most significant gasworks in Britain. As well as patches of medieval and post-medieval 
backland soils and post-medieval structures that pre-dated the establishment of the New Street works in 
the first quarter of the 19th century, substantial structural remains of the various phases of this industrial 
undertaking were recorded, along with a suite of associated artefacts.

These works have permitted the exploration of the industrial heritage of Edinburgh, as well as revealing 
important evidence of the medieval and post-medieval occupation of the Canongate. This is the first 
major excavation of an urban gasworks in Scotland and has enabled an examination of how these gasworks 
functioned and how they expanded with the introduction of more efficient systems and new technology.


