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LAWS OF THE SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF SCOTLAND, INSTITUTED NOVEMBER

10
11

12

1780 AND INCORPORATED BY ROYAL CHARTER, 6 MAY 1783

The purpose of the Society shall be the study of the ANTIQUITIES AND HISTORY OF
SCOTLAND, more especially by means of Archaeological Research.

The Society shall consist of Fellows and Honorary Fellows.

Candidates for admission as Fellows must sign the Form of Application prescribed by the
Council, and must be sponsored by a Fellow. Admission shall be by ballot. In the case of
candidates not resident in the United Kingdom, it shall be open to the Council after considera-
tion of the circumstances to waive the necessity for a sponsor.

Council shall cause the names of the Candidates and their Sponsors to be circulated to all
Fellows at least ten days before the date of the meeting at which a ballot is to be held. Fellows
may vote against any candidate by striking out the name from the list and returning the list to
the Society before the meeting or placing the list in the Ballot Box before the meeting com-
mences. Candidates receiving ten or more adverse votes will be balloted for individually at
the meeting, and any candidate then receiving less than two-thirds of the votes shall not be
admitted.

Honorary Fellows shall consist of persons eminent in any branch of antiquarian study, who
must be recommended by the Council and elected in the same way as Fellows; they shall not
be liable for any fee for admission or annual subscription. The number of Honorary Fellows
shall not exceed twenty-five. ’

Corresponding Members must be recommended by the Council and elected in the same way
as Fellows. They shall not be liable for a fee for admission or annual subscription. This Law
is now repealed.

Before the name of a newly elected candidate is added to the list of Fellows, he or she shall
pay to the funds of the Society an entrance fee and the current year’s subscription as provided
for by Law 8.

Rates of entrance fee and annual subscription shall be determined by the Council as required
from time to time subject to the approval of the Society given at a General Meeting. The
annual subscription shall become due on Ist July in each year for that year then beginning;
and if any Fellow who has not compounded shall fail to pay the subscription for one year, due
application having been made for payment, the Treasurer shall report the same to Council, by
whose authority the name of the defaulter may be erased from the list of Fellows. Fellows
whose membership has lapsed, and who wish to rejoin the Society, may do so either (1) by
payment of all arrears of subscription — in which case they shall receive the relative volumes
of the Proceedings, if still available — or (2) on payment of the subscription for the current
year and of the entrance fee.

Every Fellow not being in arrears of the annual subscription shall be entitled to receive the
printed Proceedings of the Society from the date of election.

None but Fellows shall vote or hold any office in the Society.

Subject to the Laws and to the control of the Society in General Meetings, the affairs of the
Society shall be managed by a Council elected and appointed as hereinafter set forth. Five
members of the Council shall constitute a quorum, provided that number includes one Office-
bearer and one elected member of Council.

The Office-bearers shall consist of a President, three Vice-Presidents, and a Treasurer. The
Presidents and the Vice-Presidents shall be elected for a period of three years. One of the
Vice-Presidents shall retire annually by rotation, and shall not be eligible for re-election to the



X

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

|

SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF SCOTLAND, 1996

same office until one year has elapsed. The Treasurer shall be elected for one year and shall
be eligible for re-election. The elections shall be by ballot at the Annual General Meetings
upon a list issued by the Council for that purpose to the Fellows at least fourteen days before
the meeting.

The Council shall consist of the Office-bearers, twelve Fellows elected by the Society, the
Chairman of the North East Section, the Conveners of the Programme, Publication, Research,
Heritage and Finance and Administration Committees if not already elected members, the
Society representative on the Ancient Monuments Board (nominated by the Secretary of State
for Scotland) and a representative of the National Museums of Scotland who is already a
Fellow of the Society (nominated by the Board of Trustees).

Four of the twelve elected members of Council shall retire annually by rotation, and shall not
be eligible for re-election as ordinary members of Council until one year has elapsed. Vacancies
among the elected members of Council and Office-bearers occurring by completion of term of
office, by retirement on rotation, by resignation, death or otherwise, shall be filled by election
at the Annual General Meeting, or, in the case of the Treasurer, at any earlier meeting of the
Society as decided by the Council. The election shall be by ballot, as provided for by Law 12.
The Council may appoint committees or individual to advise on or to take charge of particular
departments of the Society’s business. Individuals who are not Fellows and Fellows who are
not members of the Council shall be eligible for these duties.

The Annual General Meeting of the Society shall take place on St Andrew’s Day, 30th Nov-
ember, or on the following day if the 30th be a Sunday. The business of the Annual General
Meeting shall be notified to Fellows at least fourteen days before the day of the meeting.

The Council shall have the power to call Extraordinary General Meetings when they see cause.
At least fourteen days’ notice of an Extraordinary General Meeting shall be given to Fellows.
Meetings of the Society, termed Ordinary Meetings, shall be held on such dates and at such
places as may be determined by the Council. A minimum of six meetings, in addition to the
Annual General Meeting provided for in Law 16, shall be held in each year.

Every proposal for altering the Laws must be made through the Council, which shall cause
intimation thereof to be made to all the Fellows at least thirty days before the General Meeting
at which it is to be determined on.
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Editorial

Volume 126 of the Proceedings is the second in a series of unusually large, double-volumes (a third
double-volume — Volume 127 — is projected for publication next year). In the ‘Editorial’ which
introduced the last Proceedings, the then Editor, Mr Humphrey Welfare, explained the unusual cir-
cumstances in which these double-volumes have been generated; these circumstances were described
at greater length in a paper in the same volume by members of Historic Scotland’s Inspectorate of
Ancient Monuments, Mr Gordon Barclay and Ms Olwyn Owen. In short, these double volumes
represent the Society’s collaboration with Historic Scotland in discharging a backlog of unpublished
excavation reports from recent decades of fieldwork in Scotland. This is a large, but exceptionally
worthwhile undertaking, as it guarantees that the record of archaeological investigations at sites and
monuments of national importance is published to the highest standards available.

Despite the clear importance of these double volumes, they are not undertaken by the Society
without some debate by Council, by the Editorial Board and indeed by the other committees of the
Society which represent the Fellows’ interests. One question frequently asked is: ‘What sort of
archaeological and historical writing do the Fellows really want?’. The excavation reports and shorter,
synoptic papers in the following pages cast some new light on almost every period of human activity
in Scotland and visit almost every part of the country. Thus, the Editorial Board hopes that it has
achieved one primary aim in bringing to press something of real interest or use to each of the
Society’s Fellows.

However, all Fellows will acknowledge that the purpose of Proceedings must also be described
in wider terms. The Proceedings is one of the oldest members of a family of British archaeological
and historical journals; it is the national journal of Scotland. It is received each year, not only by
individuals, but by several hundred museum, university and public libraries, both throughout Britain
and in numerous other countries. As such, it fulfils a paramount aim of the Society in creating a
public record of the history and archaeology of Scotland which is widely available, both to national
and international readerships.

The distribution of the Proceedings is far-flung in time, as well as in space. The Proceedings
has appeared continually since 1851. One of the more common sights in any archaeological work-
place in Scotland — be it a museum, university department, field unit or even private study — is the
extracts from earlier volumes describing investigations by successive generations of fieldworkers.
Thus, from year to year, the Proceedings constitutes a living resource which is avidly quarried by
each new generation of researchers.

In 1997 the 14th centenary of the death of one of Scotland’s patron saints, St Columba of
Derry and Iona, will have been celebrated. The first recorded notice of archaeological remains on
Iona, by J Alfred Smyth, was published in Volume 12 of the Proceedings (1876-78); this was
preceded by a discussion of the topography of the earliest monastic settlement by William Skene in
the previous year (Vol 11: 1874-76). Since then, a dozen excavation reports and other papers have
appeared in these pages, including work by R B K Stevenson (Vol 85: 1950-51), Mark Redknap
(Vol 108: 1976-77), J N Graham Ritchie & Alan Lane (Vol 110: 1978-80), John Barber (Vol 111:
1981), P G Topping (Vol 115: 1985), Anne Hamlin (Vol 117: 1987), Elizabeth & Peter Fowler (Vol
118: 1988), Alison Haggarty (Vol 118: 1988), Finbarr McCormick (Vol 122: 1992) and the present
writer (Vol 124: 1994). This single example suffices to show to what extent developments in Scottish
archaeology march closely with the pages of the Proceedings; it is in this context that one welcomes
the publication of so many new papers in the present double-volume.

Jerry O’Sullivan



