
Meetings of the Society, 1991-2

Monday 9 December 1991, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
The following Communication was read:
'The Northumbrian church at Whithorn', by Peter Hill, BA, FSA Scot, MIFA.

Monday 13 January 1992, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
The following Communication was read:
'Wrecks in Scotland's coastal waters: their potential, protection, and management', by Colin J

Martin, PhD, FSA Scot, MIFA.

Monday 10 February 1992, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
The following Communication was read:
'Monuments on Record; the work of the Royal Commission on the Ancient and Historical

Monuments of Scotland at the end of the 20th century', by Roger J Mercer, MA, FSA, FSA Scot, MIFA.

Monday 9 March 1992, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
As this was the last Meeting of the Secretary, Ms Caroline Wickham-Jones, the President expressed

grateful thanks for her hard work on the Society's behalf over the last three years.
This being a joint meeting with the Friends of the National Museums of Scotland, Sir Mark Russell,

President of the Friends, introduced the Speaker.
The following Communication was read:
'Canadian ethnology and the Wilson brothers', by Dale Idiens.

Monday 13 April 1992, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
The Lecture was part of the official programme of the Edinburgh Science Festival, and the

President offered a warm welcome to members of the public.
The following Communication was read:
'Fleas, flies and farmers: entomology of archaeology', by Paul Buckland, BSc, PhD, FRES, FGS.

Monday 8 May 1992, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
The President welcomed Mrs Fionna Ashmore, the new Secretary; strictly speaking, the Acting

Secretary. The President stated that she and Council were aware of the anomaly that the post of Secretary,
now a professional position, should be subject to annual election. Accordingly, a proposal would shortly
be placed before the Fellowship to change the Society's Laws in an appropriate manner.

The following Communication was read:
'High society on the Antonine frontier', by David Breeze, BA, PhD, FSA, MIFA, and Susan E C

Walker, BA, PhD, FSA.

Monday 8 June 1992, at 6.00 pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
This being the annual Public Lecture, the President welcomed all guests to the meeting. She drew

the attention of the Fellows and visitors to the disquiet felt by the Society over the lack of a built-in
archaeological element in the new Agency, Scottish Natural Heritage. The President also asked
individuals to join the Society in expressing concern over the delay by the National Trust for Scotland in
appointing an archaeologist to its staff; the decision to appoint one having been made more than a year
previously.

The following communication was then read:
'A history of the Arts and Crafts movement in Edinburgh 1885-1939', by Elizabeth S Gumming, MA, PhD.



516 | SOCIETY OF ANTIQUARIES OF SCOTLAND, 1992

Monday 12 October 1992, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
The President asked the Fellowship to vote on the proposed changes to the Laws of the Society,

previously circulated to all Fellows. She advised the Fellowship of a minor additional change to Law 7;
this was to add the words 'or she' to the phrase 'he shall pay'. The Fellowship voted in favour of all the
changes. The President informed the Fellowship that, as all reference to the Secretary had now been
removed from the Laws and it was now a salaried post with enhanced duties and no longer subject to
annual election, Mrs Ashmore, the Acting Secretary, would henceforth be known as the Director.

The President then warmly welcomed the members of the Curie family present in the audience.
The following communication was then read:
'James Curie of Melrose and the 19th-century tradition of antiquarian collectors', by Dafydd Kidd Esq.

Monday 9 November 1992, at 6.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA, PhD, FSA, President, in the Chair.
The following Communication was read:
'The Lewis Blackhouse and its importance in archaeological interpretation', by Dr Bruce Walker.

ANNIVERSARY MEETING
Minutes of the Anniversary Meeting of the Society of Antiquaries of Scotland, held in the Lecture

Theatre, Royal Museum of Scotland, on Monday 30 November 1992, at 4.00pm, Dr Anna Ritchie, BA,
PhD, FSA, President, in the chair.

Apologies were received from a number of Fellows.
The Minutes of the last Meeting were read and approved.
The scrutineers for the ballot for office-bearers, Mr R Callander and Mr G Tilling, were appointed

and the ballot was closed.
The President drew the attention of the Fellowship to the deaths of Miss Dorothy Marshall, Professor

George Jobey and Dr Robert B K Stevenson. Miss Marshall and Professor Jobey accepted well-deserved
election as Honorary Fellows in 1986 and 1984 repectively, but Dr Stevenson, despite having served as
President during the years 1975-8 and having twice been invited to allow his name to go forward for
election as an Honorary Fellow, felt that the time was not yet ripe for this latter position in the Society; his
wishes had been respected, though with regret, and it is now too late to bestow on him the only other
honour that we could offer to a scholar whose influence upon Scottish archaeology is immeasurable. Dr
Stevenson has been generous in remembering the Society through a bequest, and we are most grateful to
him and his widow, Mrs Elizabeth Stevenson. At the Anniversary Meeting in 1986, Dr Stevenson had
drawn the Society's attention to the forthcoming sale of Traprain Law in East Lothian, the hillfort long
associated with the Society's efforts in archaeological research. That important site was bought by East
Lothian District Council and continues to be an active focus of East Lothian's policy in preserving sites of
archaeological and natural value; the Society is represented on its management advisory group and
applauds East Lothian's seminal role in combining archaeological and natural heritage interests.

After a distinguished career in Scottish and international archaeology, Miss Dorothy Marshall has
been a bastion of local archaeology in the west of Scotland and her kindness and hospitality to visiting
archaeologists will never be forgotten. Miss Marshall has bequeathed a most generous sum to the Society
for excavation and research, and we shall seek to make the best use of it in the way she intended.

Both bequests will become special funds under the names of their donors, and Council will ensure that
the interest from these will be devoted to aspects of archaeology close to the hearts of their respective founders.

Mr Burnett then asked whether the Society might consider making Dr Stevenson a posthumous
Honorary Fellow. The President replied that during his lifetime he had consistently refused the honour,
and it would clearly be against his wishes to grant him the honour now; she would of course consult his
widow, Mrs Elizabeth Stevenson, on the matter.

ANNUAL REPORT

The Director read the following Annual Report:
Membership

The Fellowship of the Society now stands at 2,794. In the past year 192 Fellows have taken up
election, or been reinstated, and 119 names have been removed from the Roll, due to resignation, death,


