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at Saailholm Tuwer, Rcxburghshi re

George L Good and Christopher- J Tabr»h*«

THE EXCAVATION

Nlth the exception o-f one small exploratory

trench immediately to the north o-f the . -

towerhoutie, excavation warn confined to the area

o-f the barmkin. The entire arcs, including the

barmkin wall itsel-f , wa-i investigated except -for

a small area on the *outh side of the towerhouie

which na& in use by the iton«-mii»on* -for stone

«torag» an<1 cutting.

For «connmy o-f »pac»t the -f»aturt» and l«ycr»

•re not indexed in thi» rcportt sufficient

detail, wh»r« rrtlevant, i» provided in the text

Feature* are shown thuct F42| layers ara shown

thutl ABC.
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THE WECT COURT

The larger o-f th« two courts, measur ing IB •

by 15 A, lay on th» w»st uida of th» towerhou**

between it and th* gateway in to the b a r m k i n

through th* west w a l l . This wast side was the

o n l y part of the perii^etwr wall s t i l l s t and ing to

any *ub»t*ntial he ight at th» t i m e of excavation,

be ing in place* over 4 m h igh . In view of the

fac t that this w a l l , which l i k e th» r»«aindar of

the original barnkin wa l l had been constructed of

tha local ign»ous rocI and bonded w i t h a y e l l o w

c lay - s i l t , wac in a par lous condi t ion , it had

betn consolidated by pressure grouting with l ime

mortar in the ea r ly 1970* before excavation work

bpgan . Th« gateway, c e n t r a l l y placed, was

represented by a gap 2.7 « wide , though c lear ly

it had b»«n narrower whun «nt ire . How ouich

narrower excavation at ground lavel fa i led to

r»v*al for a l l trace of thr»»hold, if ajiy, and

door rybat t had gona. Th* - f a i n t signs of th»

tails of dressed rybat tton»B higher up *ugg«mt a

narrowing by about 1 A, g i v i n g a doorway p«rhapm
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1.7 « wide.' Mo mor& information wav forthcoming -

**-tt>'th* nu*b«r or po*itlon of doors »waling th»

opening and all that survived was the slot -for

th» tiabwr draw— bar in th» *Oocn «ida.

The b a r n k i n wa l l s k i r t i n g the wc&t court

varied b»tw»«n 1.5 m and 2.2 • in thicknes* and

was g e n e r a l l y b u i l t d i rec t ly on top o-f th»
/

bedrock. In place* along the north »dge, wh»r»

thu rw war* gaps in that rock., the v u a l l had

%llpp*d outward* and downward1., so a-f ' f«cting th»

•f 1 oor level* w i t h i n the north range o-f bu i ld ings .

A block of f a l l e n masonry ou twi th th« north w a l l

wat mortar-bonded, strongly h i n t i n g that this had

com» -fro* th« r e b u i l d i n g of the north bar»kin

wal 1 when the rajige wa* remodel l»d in thtt 17th

c«ntury.

Along th« siouth «dQB of th« w»st court, th«

barakin wal l narrow*d c o n m i d w r a b l y i m m » d i a t « l y

•act of th» «outh rang* of building*. H«r« it warn

arch«d ov«r a l»rg« gap in the b»drock, »nd again

conmolidation work had b*«n carried out prior to

•wc*v*tion In ordur to pr«*»rv» it. On th« mouth
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»id* oi th» tow*rhouso th» wall hugged the vary

•dge o-f th» c l i f - f to 1 >*v« an »uch «pac» as

possible in th» v i c i n i t y o-f the entrance in to tho

The «r»» o-f tht **»st cc.L'.rt wat t*k«n up by

two ranges o-f b u i l d i n g , the on« north o-f and the

other south of a central courtyard. Thi*

courtyard con*ist,«d « a i n l y o-f - f l a t ol*b& o-f

igneous rock i ntartperted, wi th th» occasional

block o-f sandstone. In pi »c*s the natural rock

projected through thic crude m » t * l l i n g and had in

p l d C f ^ s been ch ipped away to provide A »ore «van

our-face. Consid»r-able wear wa& evident throughout

the courtyard t both on th« nwta l l ing and on th»

bedrock , and this wear pat tern wa* p a r t i c u l a r l y

not iceab le along th« rout»m l i n k i n g th« *«v»ral

doorways.
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THE NORTH RANGE

Thv north range u«»d the barmkin wall -for its

f?*»t, north and west wal ls . The south wall wa*

built largely of thv igneous rock but show«d

•ign«i of having been substantially altered, being

bonded variously wi th yellow clay-silt and an

o<f-whitv 1 inHj-iftortar. During thu cour«» o-f

excavation it b&cawi apparent that thvre had been

two main phases of building. In th» first, th»

range had comprised two rox^ms, a small one to th»

•ast ind a larger one to th« west. This wa»

replaced by • thrwr-roc>m«d »tructure using th»

same •xtern^l ^+alls, with an »xt»nsion on th»

•outh vast built against the we»t wall of the

toHerhou*«. With thv «ole vxcvption of th»

secondary wal l dividing the w*st and east courts,

th« only u*v of li»«—wortar a* a bonding agent

throughout th» entire complvx proved to bv

confined to Altcvr-tions associated with this

r»»od»lling of thv north range.

PHASE GNC
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The south wall (Fl) in this -firtt phase was

clay-tilt bonded and wa» built at the *a»c time

a& the barakin wall ittei-f since th« two ar«

jointed together at th* east end where th»

barmkln wall abutted the towerncuioe. At the weut

and th» wall abutted the barcnkin wall just north

o-f tha gateway into th* courtyard. The position

o-f the ei">trancc (s) into thi* north range -fro* the

courtyard could not be ascertained on account of

the »xtcnt of the reconstruction work (th«

mortar-bonded sections) carried out on thic wall

during the second phase.

Th* building wan partitioned into two roooi*

by a wall (F19) > 1.1 m wide. Th» larger room on

thw west maasurwd 1O.2 m by 3.6 »; th» ^nallvr

roooi to iti east warn about 3 • *quare. Thw

doorway linking the two roo»t Itiy toward* th»

«outh »nd o-f th*? partition wail but its «xact

pomitioo and width could not. b» d»ter«in»d

brcaume o-f itc demolition during th« subsequent

al
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The -floor in th* larger roo» was A brown

humJc milt whi ch over 1 ay the uneven bedrock. Tho

larger g*p« in the bedrock had been infilled with

ruhbla. The »ove»ent and settl ing of this inf i 11

material had cauted consid»rabl* disturbance in

the -floor levels along the north part of the room

and had forced the north barmkin wall to bulge

outnards in pi acts. The instability of this north

will could well have prompted the major

remodelling associated with the later phase.

Th^r- were scarcely any feature* surviving in

this main roons which could be associated with

thi» first phase. Th« mout obviou* wa% a roughly

square stone setting (F1Q) near the middle of the

room. Tt *»amured 1 • acro«» and the east part

h^d been subjected to intensive burning. The

floor immediately to it^ wast was equally heavily

burnt, strongly suggesting that this feature had

be«n a hearth or fireplace. The restricted ar«a

of burning on th» stonework indicated that the

fire itself had been raised above floor level,

probably contained within a grate. Th« area of

burning on the stores and th» adjacent floor ,
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coul d wel 1 have resul ted f rom the r a k i n g out ot

the e;nbers fro* that raited grate. A narrow clay-

and itorm-f i 1 1 »d trench around the four edges of

the fea ture , which cut through the burnt coil

associated w i t h it, probably represented th«

rrtvoval o-f a *tone «dg ing , or k*rb t a round th«

hearth.

In the north-went corner o-f the room there

was a rece** <F35) »«t into th» north barmkin

w a l l . T h i ^ may have been tli« location o-f a nar row

window, pifrhaps cvon a gunho lw cov&ring the

northern approach to the site.

In th» V M ^ l l e r room on th» «amt , tha bedrock

projected v»ry unevenly and, because of thi* and

th» patchin»mt of moot layers, the stratigraphy

of th« occupation 1 ev»l • wa» often d i f f i c u l t to

sort out. It w«» obviou* that the -floor surface

was far frcun even) indeed, there *ay have been a

tpl it-level floor for the east part was markedly

higher than the remainder.

In the north-east corner was a cobbled hearth

(F21) , 1.8 m by 1 «t m»t 4g«inst th» east w a l l . A
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spread o-F ash and burni ng ov»r *nd around this

hearth wa« th» only occupation layer that could

w i t h *ny certainty b» a«*aciated w i t h t h i m ph/j*«,

Smoke fro* this f i r ep lace wa« doubt !•« carried

upwards and out of the rocwn by a " h i n g i n ' l u » M , «

hooded -f lu* of lath and clay app l i ed to th«

intid* fac« of th» wall .

Alto awociated w i t h thl« phas* wac *

auinbry, or wal l -cupboard <F4Q) t SCO out w ide and

400 am dnep, %*t into th» »»*t wal l n«ar th«

tow«rhou««. Thi* had mub««quen t ly b«en blocked up

wi th *t«ilar »a«onry and w** only pa r t i a l l y

vis ible d u r i n g th» excavation, though it b«ca»«

clearer d u r i n g the contol idation programme.

Dempite the co*preh«nsi v* nature o-f the ,

excavation, i nc lud ing even the removal of fiuch of

the rubble i n f i l l beneath the floor of the larger

roofl, there was «carcely anything In the way o-f

ar tefact* discovered, and ce r ta in ly nothing that

would indicate a date o-f construction or

occupation of thi* phase-cn-i* north range.
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PHASE TWO

This m»cond pha*« caw conm t d»r*bl »

alterations to the north rang*. Th» partition

wall (F19) wac d««olimh«d and r*plac»d by a

«ilt-bood»d wall (F4) , 30O mm wid« t a short

distance to th* »amt. This wffpct ivwly rrduc«d

th* width of the vast room to 3.4 «. An

additional partition, th» »«rth-bondwd wall <F7) ,

450 d*« wid«, warn ins»ft«d to cr»at» an extra

roo«? 2.8 « wicia, at the west «nd o-f th» range.

Thi* reduced th» l«ngth o-f th» larQ» room in th»

c«ntr» to about 9 n. All thr«» roojns had had

th*ir wall C4ir-fac«B r*nd»r»d with piaster.

Entry fro* th» courtyard wa* by w«y o-f an

inward-op(»ning doorway through th» south wall *t

the «a*t end o-f th» ci?ntral roo« (Roo« I). Th«

bamal rybatm o-f th« doorway murviv«d and w«r»

i tn»ly-*ould«d twidmton* block*. Attached to th*

w««t ryhat Ha« an iron crook «»t in lead Into th«

»torv« on which th« low*r hinge of th« door would

have pivoted. Th> »ntraj-ic» into th« rooa warn

mtapptd down with block* of i*nd«tonf and ignwou*
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rock.

The doorway linking Room* I and III <the west

room), at the north end of the partition wall

( F7 ) , also had dreccod sandstone Jambe, though

more *imply -fa«hion»d than th» »ain ontranc*

doorway with ju*t a plain broad cham-far, H«r» ton

th» door crook w*« in position on th» north mid*

of th» opening, *^losing th» door to open into

Room III againmt tho rorth wall. On» of th» jamb

tton«« had a «quare hole in it which had b««n

block»d up with f*ortiir and «mal 1 ctonem,

suggesting that it had b»«n rm—us»d. Ind»«d, -frcxn

thw rubblw debri* ( AAB;AAKpAAT ) scaling this

latvr building ca»« a nu*b>r of assorted dressed

^anditon* pieces which had quite clearly come

fro« another building, or building*. That the

origin of the stone was not Saailholn itself

( that is, fro* the phase-one north range ) is

demonstrated by a window »ullion which had

clearly com* fro* A quite elaborate traceried

window \ a possible credence be»ring several

crosses^ * piece of possible keeled plinth* or

string-course bearing a 'dog rose* *otif| «nd

othw fr^gjtefitf of fljlfjtd
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These would suggest an ecclesiastical contoHt, in

which ca»e their exclumively pale pinki»h-grey

Upper Old Red Sandmtone composition would point

to the nearby Premonctratontian abbey of Dryburgh

3.3 miles ( 5.5 km ) mouth went o-f Small holm

Tower ( MacGregor fc Eckford 1952 246-0). None

o-f the dremsed mtonework appear* to have been

incorporated into 3mailhol« in the manner firat

intended, but uned nwtrely at bulIding material.

An exception may be the probable credence which,

since all the pieces recovored wore found

together, ce»m» to have been re-umed am a

decorative feature, probably an aumbry, in the

north wal1 of Room I.

The fireplace (F2> In Room I wae recevved

into the mouth wall. To accommodate it, thla wall

had been partially demoliehed and rebuilt ao that

it boldly projacted Into the courtyard on the

•outh. The rybat* of the -fireplace were mimply

chamfered And th» hood had been arched over, for

nearly all the plain »andmtone voumtoira were

found a*ongmt the demolition debri*. The hearth

was raimed tlightly above the general floor level

of th« race) *ntf fr*jo*i»t»d o> ignegyt
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Immediately weat of the firopl»ce wa* a

window race«« (FSO) with the remnant o-f a mtone

window teat. Thift hid boon blocked up to mi 1 1

leval at a later date and sealed below thin

blocking warn an Iron »pur o-f a typ« common In th«

17th cwntury. Opposit* the -fireplace, in th»

north barmkin wall, had bmmn th* aumbry m«d» up

o-f th« pivcam o-f cr»d»nc» already referred to.

In Room II, there WAV little •urviving of

•floor level*, although the projection* o-f bedrock

fiuggested that there wa« the »ame unevenne«» oi

41oor «• in the earlier phate. Dno particular

ledg» of rock at the entrance through th*

partition wa l l , which incidentally doe* not

appear ta have been given dreaved ftandfltane

rybat«^ provided a ttep up into the room from

Room I. A refa-cing of the intlde face of the

barmkin wall on tht north mide of the room

emphaftiftvd the entent of the repair worh her*

neceatlt#ted by the Mttiamtnt oi this wall.

*•*
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Th« pham«-on» hearth waft now r«plac»d by a

fir«plac» <F5) »»t into th» «a»t wall. It

m»a*ur«d 1.2 fi Mid* by 300 mm d»«p and its large

mandeton* h»arth»ton»« project«d 400 fwn into th«

room. That thit -fir»placa> Mac not mortar-bonded

might «uggeat that it had be«n in*rrt»d at a time

prtcoding th« major r»rnnd»lling o-f thit north

rangp. In support of thim i» the -fact that thim

mocond -f ir»placo was -further al t»r«d wh«n

mar tar-bonded *ton»work r«duc»d th» width o-f thi»

•fir«plac» to 350 mm. At the ••-» tim»f th»

flr»plac» w«» raiwd a littla. Th» »and»ton«

blocks forming th» mid«* o-f th« -fir»plac« had

»mall hol«» in th«m wh»r» an iron gr^t» had b«en

attached acro»» th» -front.

Room III at the w»mt »nd at th» rang»

di«prDportlnnat«ly narrow < 2.B m wide ). Apart

•from th» po«»lbl» narrow window-light / gunhol*

tutrk»d into th» narth-rt»«t cornwr, a l«gacy iron

th« pha»«-on» building, th»r* w«r» no athtr

f»«tur»», not «v»n a Mr»plac», to «uggff»t a

•function. Th» 1 i«i-mort«r»d floor and th»

nitajiy-drtM»d »«nd»tann doorway linking with
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wr^-F^r^7^jvt' / - i . ' * i - -'

Roots I, however, suggest something more impor tant

than ttoragn Apace and it «ay be that hare h*d

been a t imbor «tairca«e leading to pr iva te

chamber* on the uppw *tor«y. '

At «om» «tage d u r i n g the «»cond phase an

addi t ional room ( Roo* IV, meamur ing S.5« by 3 * )

was bu i l t at the *outh-B*«t corner o-f the north

range against the towerhouso. Accern* into the

room had at one t i m e been ga ined via * doorway

l i n k i n g directly w i t h Room II. With the south and

wast wa l l s o-f th ic added room «o extensively

robbed, it i * i m p o m m i b l e to determino whether

there had been any entrance d i rec t ly - f rom the

cour tyard , though in v iew o-f the revom'e u*e, at

learnt in pa r t , am a coal-mtore , t h l « »eemm mare

than l i k e l y .

In the north-weat corner WAB the remnant of a

p i n k clay f loor wi th patches oi gravel but again

project ione of bedrock ind ica ted much unevenneme.

Much df th ie floor waft covered w i t h coal up to a

thickneee of 200 mm. The only -feature noted waw a

large Igneout block la id f J a t on top a! projecting

be4rpck tq. th§ north-ifft cerntr crwitriy ff ft iffif or
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pla t - form (F8) 600 mm above the - f loor.

Room IV was probably da>moli*hed whilst the

remainder of the north rang* warn still in use ,

Judging by its very denuded state and the -fact

that the doorway l inking w i t h ROOT II had been

hlorked up. It is with this Roo* IV, though, that

thtr rao-f-raggl« 6 m up f rom ground 1 »v»l on the

we^t f f lwva t i on o-f the tow»rhouf?» is a*»ociat«d,

and th i s height would ind icate that the extension,

flnd hy imp l i ca t i on the whole o-f the north range

in t h i < 3 second nh*se, wa« a t wo -5 tor eyed

cone true 1 1 on .

recovered -from thi* second ph*«e

point most, - f o r c i b l y to a <Jat» of occupation

through the la t ter half of the lTth century .

Thf^v include thp iron spur from Room I and

numerous c lay-pip* fragments. Certainly the cyma

moulding on the entrance doorway into Room I from

thp courtyard cannot be earlier than the 17th

century.

Ther» was »vi dene* to «ugg»»t that thl• north
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range had besn used a-fter its abandonment as a

residence. The mortared floor in Room III had

been overlain at a later date by a wel1-1aid and

cambered -floor cf 1 gneou» cobblem bonded in red

c lay . Theme «howed no sign* of wear on their

<M ir f ace . The cobb ling stopped short o-f the *i de

w a l l s leaving gaps ( TOO mm w ide on the nest, 300

mm wide on t hp e»st ) f i l l e d wi th large st ontj» and

s i l t ( AflT ) f ^ o m which c»m» « hardhead o-f Jamem

VI , minted in 1"198 but In th 1 m contex t c lear ly tn

a redeposited level. The gap* hint p»rhap» that

something h»d h»^n hui l t or p laced against the

w a l l - , tho'jgh tHcre wa* nothing to mugg^st .^h^t

that something might have been or indeed whether

i t ront i ruffd around the nor*-h and fcouth si de« o-f

the room. A -few pieces o-f manganese-glazed

pot t»ry of 1 fith-century date a»«oci ated w i t h it

( A B B > , tuggemt D a t this part of the north range

at 1ea»t continued to be umed into that century,

probably a« a farm outbuilding.
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THF SOUTH RANGE

Thp sou^h rang* w«e btii 1 t againmt the mouth

and west bar mk i n w a l l s ind comprised two roomm -

V, be>t wpen 5 .4 m and 6 m long by 4 m w ide,

nnn V T , 4.8 m by 4.2 m. The north and eamt

' • ja i ls of t h » rangp ' F 1 0 and F 1 4 r*mp»ct iv»ly )

w*re> bui l t o-f thp local igneou* ro^k bonded wi th

pinl-- r ] * y and or*ng» m i l t . Around Pnom VI th»?e

w a l l ' s had b^en almost c o m p l w t s V y robbtd out,

though their posi t ions could bi» determined - f^om

the lark of w»ar on th» projecting bedrock.

S«p*r*ting t^lf• two roomi wan the e«rth-bnnded

wal l (F l l ) and it would appear that there had

nevwr b»en a doorway through thi» wal l to connect

the room* directly. Por thi m rea»on it warn

d i4* lcu l t to b« certain whether alteration* in

the two roomm were made at the mame time.
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disturbances the floor did not survive throughout

the room. Little al *o remained of the f irepl ace

amsoci ated w i th this phame, but it» position warn

ame«rtained from burning on the eamt wal l of the

room. There were almo a few burnt mtonum and

pa tches of burnt soil (^SS) i mmedi atel y in fro^t

of t h i ? w a l l . Ov»r lying th» pink c lay fl oor warn a

l*v»r of orange ai l* ' con ta in ing a very large

amount of coal . Tndeed. in the north-west corner

of the mom the layer wa» • n t i r c 1 v coal . In

p l a c e s v-here the f loor level was scaled by later

stont f e a t u r e ^ , patchem of occL ipat ion mater ia l

^ur"ivi?d conta in ing large amount* of animal bone.

There was a fu r ther , and f i na l , phase of

a l t e r a t i o n s . Once again th» f i replace was movad,

*:hiti t i m e to a central poiit i^n agrinet the west

w a l l . Thi» f i r ep lace (F i?) wa« »ubmt ant i al 1 y

i n t a c t . The heartH»t.one» were rai»»d sl ight ly

above the general f loor 1 o>vel and like the large

f i rep lace from Room I in the north range, it had

a mtone-built f i r e b a c V «et againmt the w««t wal 1 .

The intensity of burnt h»arth»ton«« and moil wa»

much greater In the c«ntr* and mouth of th»

hearth, mugga?»tinq wither that th» north part had
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subsequently be^n repaired or, more plausibly,

that this right-hand side had been reserved -for

cooking pots pi *c«d adjacent to the f ire-basket .

A slig h t l y raised rectangular stone platform

(F31 ) , measuring l.B m by 1.3 m, wa« positioned

in the north-east corner o-f the room just inside

the entrance. Robustly b u i l t , It may conceivably

have served a* a sol i d base -for supporting a

heavy item o-f equipment, perhaps a brewing vat.

Another stone -feature (FT9), roughly T-«hap»d,

r*n -from this bas» to th« south wall and of 4 to

the w*»t for a short way. It H«* partially

coverrd by the flooring material o-f orange-brown

sil t and wear on the uppermost edges of many o-f

the stoneg suggested t"~i«t it may have provided a

solid -foundation *or a regularly-walked route

through the roomt perhaps passing between

work-tablem. Fragments o-f clay pipes recovered

-from this -floor (ACF) date this last phase of

occupation to the latter hal-f o-f the 17th

century. Sealing this floor and patchy occupation

level wat a loamy layer containing a large amount

of -fibrous m«t«rla! whl ch may have been th»

d«bris of the collapsed turf roof . This In turn
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sealed by a rubble demolition level which

cov»r»d th» entire rang*.

ROOM VI

Although the, north wal l of this room had b»»n

complet«l y robb«d , th» probabl • pomi tlon of tha»

•n t rance to the room wai indicated by patch»» o-f

wear nn the bedrock running «cro»» th» 1 i n» o-f

th» w*l 1 near the middl». Wi th in th» room,

b»c«u»« O'f the ridge o-f bwdrock in th» north-»a«t

corner and the con»id»rabl» animal disturbance,

espec ia l l y in th» «outh ha l f , it wa* d i f f i cu l t to

ba> <iurr *^ to tha> pha»» w i th which certain of the

feat-_ i r»* w»ra> am»ociat«d. Owing to a lack of t ime,

•Kcava t ion in Room VI warn halted at a high«r

l«v»l than in Room V, on a brown »ilt 1 ay»r v»ry

mimi la r to th» natural iub»oi 1 ova>rlying tha>

bedrock out»Jd» tht> barmkln. It may b» t how»v»r t

that thl« wa« a r»d«po«i t«d layvr and that thvrv

warn y»t *noth«r floor 1 aval b»n»«th thl«, though

th* projection* ot b»drock would «ugg««t

otht>rwi *•.
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Over a brown milt mubmoi1 ir th« *cMjth-»a»t

part o-f the room, a matri K of el 1 v and mmal 1

•tone* provi ded a foundation for the -flagged

f 1 oor of the earl i »et phame. Thim had mettled

considerably, largely thankm to the act iv i ty of

burrowing animal*. 61 mo a»»ociat«d with thim

pha«« wer« two lengthy »lab» of »and«ton«1 on»

b»»id» th» mouth w a l l , th» oth»r D»mid» th» north

wal l just w»mt of the pr«mum«d »nt*-anc». Th»m«

wpre placed mo that th»ir long side* w»r» in line

and it would m»»m momt lik»ly that th»r» had onc»

b»*n additional slabm continuing b«twpajn th» two.

Thim alignment of alabm m»parat»d out an ar«a

about 2 m wid» againmt th* w»mt w a l l , and at th»

mouth end o* this warn a h*arth fF4&) which mhow»d

mign^ of conmid«rabl» um«. The h»arth warn made up

of mmal 1 mtonem and nodulvm of w«atha>r»d ign«oum

rock, w i th th» lin» of mandmton* mlabm forming

th» front »dg«. To the north of th» hearth there

warn no Indication of f looring and It may be that

thlm arva warn umed for storage mpace. The

projecting bedrock provided the floor «urface

throughout momt of the remainder of the roo*. The

only mtratlf ied eherd of identifiably tvedieval

pottery ( that Is, pre-17th century ) fro« the
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•ntire excavat ion* warn recovered -frcm t h i m

ear l iemt hear th .

In the mecond phame, t h i m hearth (F46> warn

r el a id w i t h mmal 1 m l a b m and nodu lem of igneoum

rock ( F 4 2 > and gi ven « mtone i i r»-b«ck (FT4) to

protect th» par t i t ion M a i l . An »x t r« 4i

( F36 ) **• «dd«d «g« in« t th» »a»t w*l 1

mouth «nd. Th»r» w*% con»id»r*bl» *nimii l

d i » t u ^ b » n c » h»re bu+- »om« of th» col l «p»»d i 1 agm

mhoM«d *ign» o-f b u r n i n g *nd had o b v i o u m l y com*

- f r o m t h i m h»«r th , Th»r» w»r» «l«o p«tch»» o-f burnt

m o i l c v « r l y i n g th«m. B u r n i n g a l m o »how»d on th«

w a l l -f*c» i n t h i » «r«* at a l«v«l 300 mm h i g h « r

than t h » b u r n t - f i ag» ton» i « u g g » m t i n g th« u»» o-f a

rai*»d g r^ t e . Th» p ro jec t ing bedrock i m m e d i a t e l y

to the north H«* a l m o b u r n t , though t h i m may

reprenent the m o v i n g c the - f i r « p l « c e in the

• f o l l o w i n g phame o-f a l t e r a t i onm.

T h i m th , l rd and f i n a l phame taw a further

r a i m i n g of the floor level um1 ng a predominance

of f l a t igneoum m l a b m . Few mhowwd « l g n m ot wear

and it «ay be that, In t h i m came, the true floor

level HAS represented by an overlying spread of
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ye 1 low milt. Th» hearth (F42) was now abandoned

but the fire-back (F34) was apparently retained

•• • feature projecting above the new -floor

level. Perhaps it was used Am a base, possibly

•for shelving against the west wall . Th» h»«rth

•g«inmt thr ^««t wall *pp««r* to hav* b»*n mov»d

• l ightly -further to th» north, though th»

•vld«nc^ warn ambiguoum and It may b» that th»r«

wa» no <t r»p lac» In u»r in thi» room in thi *

•final pharn*.

Slightly to th»> «a»t o-f th» c»ntr« o-f th»

room wa« a small , »quar» patch of «ton»work

(F73) , 800 mm acro«», project ing slightly abov»

th» -floor levwl . A »pr»ad o-f ffiortar to it»

north-»a»t may hav» b»»n a*»ociat»d with It. Th»

«ton»Hor k may hav» «»rv»d a« a baft* for a pillar

or po«t , p»rhapm -forming • partition in the room,

though th»r» wat no further evidence to mupport

this. The patch of mortar wa« tealed by a thin

patchy spread of brown silt which may have been

an occupation layer. This might muggemt that it

wav the north- east corner which had been

partitioned off »nd that it h*d a mortare* floor.

A coin o-f Cnarle* II and a pottery vessel date
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thim 1 atest pf-ase to the 1 ater 1 7th century. The

lnclu»ion of A block of window mulllon in the

poet b«t«e ( F33 ) euggeete that theme lamt

•1 teratlonm were carried out contemporaneously

with the major remodelling o-f th» north rang*

wh»r» th»r» was con«ld«rabl« r»-u»» o*

•f i n»-qu«l i ty dr««^»d »ton»work, momt probably

t*k«n out o-f Dryburgh Abb»y.

Imm«di at»l y outmid* th« mouth rang*, againmt

the north wal 1 , two «ton«-bui It pi at -form* (F31

and F32) had b»«n built upon th» »loping b»drock

Tha>m» provided 1 »vrl »ur-fac«» aunv* th» sloping

courtyard and may have been u»ed -fur external

storage.

THE EAST COURT

The mmaller court to the eamt o-f the

towerhout*, meavuring 11 » by I m, wa» •iwilarly

defined by a atone barmkln wall which had clearly

undergone change during It* period in ume. The

original wa l l> built of the local igneou* rock met

in a yellow clay-milt, warn betw*«n 1.2 and i.B •

* _•

I
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wi d* and hugg»d the v«ry »dg» o-f th» craggy rock

•round th» north, vamt and mouth mid»m. Llttlv o-f

th» mouth mid« murvivm-d but it» position could b«

d«t»rmln»d -from th» lack o-f w»ar on th« bedrock.

In g*n«ral in thm- ar«a o-f thm- court, th« b«>drock

nam highly poli»h»d wh»r» it had b»»n continuoumly

walked on but th» ar*a* onc» occupied by wal lm

r»tain»d th» dull mur-f*c» o-f »xpom»d but unworn

rock. In th* north-w»it corner o* uh» ar*a w«r»

th» -foundation* of a wal l (F41) built parallel to

and abutt ing Ihp »*»t wal l of th» to*»»rhou»*. Th»

w a l l warn aboui. K1S m wid» and wa* c lear ly bonded

into the original barmkin wal l , muggMtlng that it

may hav« b»«n th» bamv for a »tair giving a

to the barmkin wall-top.

At a »ubm»-qu»nt period, th» mtr»tch o-f barmkin

wal l along th« «a*t mid« warn replaced by • mvcond

wal l (F34) to i tm w«»t and marginal ly n»ar»r the

to+*»rhoum». Only Itm »amt ^ac* survived mo th*t

Itm width could not b« amm»mm»d. In mtark

contratt to itm prBdajc^mmor, thi» wall contained

a mubmtantlal quantity of r»d mandmton*,

muggmmting nayb* a ccn-it»«poran«i ty of

conmtructlon with th« top»omt mtor«y of thm
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towerhouse. At • still later date, thia aait

w«] i , along with the remainder of th« circuit

around the east court, was rebuilt on slightly

rli-ff orent lines, The northern stretch was reduced

to * width not exceeding 1 mj the eastern stretch

<F5?) w*^ '••«*tauil* l *g«in sl ightly nmmrmr th»

tow»rhou»», rtith * width of about 1 mj o-f th«

south str»tch, the gr»*t»st change was th»

construction o-f a cross-wall <F47) running north

to abut th» south-«ast corner o-f th» towwrhous*,

thereby separating this e«st court -from the rest

o-f the barmkin area. A doorway Just under 1 m

wide was central ly positioned through this wal l .

Thi s stretch o-f wal 1 was mortar-bond»d suggesting

that it may well have been contemp-jrar y wi th the

ph*s«-two north range.

Considerable animal di sturb.jnce had destroyed

any stratigraphy there may hav» been In the »ast

court . The courtyard compri sed f 1 at stones

positioned between projections o* bedrock to am

to torn a reasonably leve] surface. There were a

short stretches of walling and faced

which might have b»«n footings of

structures, though nor* was really convincing.

»•

t
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One %tretch o-f wall (F44) cut right acro»« the

line o-f the lamt o-f th» barmkin wa l l * on the eaat

mide. In placem. apparent fmcwm mhowed in the

courtyard mtonework but thi m warn general 1 y

beeaume o-f the pomitioning of th» mtonem *g*in«t

ulight projoctionm in th» b«drock »o that fac«?m

app»ar»d parallel to th» pitch o-f th» rock. Tha>

slnglt? cour«» of - facwd stonework f p >43) may have

h»«n du» to much pomitioning but it had a mor«

posit ive - face than usual and may Ju«t hav» b»en

the -foundation o-f a courtyard itructura*. Thu

g»n»r*l lmpr»««ion, however, Ham o-f a court that

had al i ~ay» e«rv»d am op*n gr-ound. Th» dap th o-f

top*oi 1 and y*l low-brown humic mi l t , 200 mrn, may

indicate gardening ac t iv i ty during tha> lat»mt

phai», dat»d -from th» pottery and c lay pip»m to

th<» later 17th century. A roughly m»ffll -c i rcul «r

•tone mett ing (F40) placed again»t the e«*t wal l

of the towerhoume meemm to have been ammociated

Kith thl* latemt phame, perhapm a bame for a

compomt heap.
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EXTERNAL NORTH TRENCH

A »mal 1 trench *•• excavated immedi atel y to

the north o-f the towwrhoume, dlrectl y below the

chutem «erving the latrine* in the north-ea«t

corner o-f the tow«r. In vi«w o-f th» d»«rth o-f

• rt»-f*ctm r»cov»r»d -from th» barmkin «r«a it»»l-f,

it w*m hop»-fully expect«d that much A tr»nch

might . si d more in th* w«y o-f datable arte-fact*.

In the event, thi* %m«ll tr»nch produced more

arte-fact'. than the entire barmkin area but,

though the»e included object* o-f mome antiquity -

nam«ly the two pieces o-f - f l i n t , one an arrowhead

- they were am»oci ated with clay pipe*, coin* and

pottery vevmvl* o-f undeni ably later-1 7t h-centur y

date. Contrary to g i v i n g a broad picture o-f

arte-f act* in ume throughout the occupation of the

rocky »ummi t , the material recovered -from thi«

trench would appear to represent what wa« cleared

out o* the tow«rhoum« when the lamt remidant, the

old dowager lady, died ther» at the beginning of

the 18th century.

1 i It



THE FINDS

COIN3

Davi d Caldw»l 1

S»v»n coin» w«r» -found In the wxcavat i on» ,

• 11 Scottimh o-f th» 16th *nd 17th c»ntur i»m. Momt

• how mndarat* mi gn« o-f w»*r from circulation

• xr«pt no 2f which i» ilmo»t lllvglblft, and no 4,

which 1m quit* rubbed. No 7 ha» b««n pi»rca>d with

a mmal 1 holw -for •utpvnmion in much a way that

tha> obv»rm» d»mi gn o-f a crown with th» initial*

C R and th» valu« II would b« th« right way up.

It im almo b«nt almost in two.

Turnw (2d) , copp«r , o* Ch*rl«« 1 1 ( 1A63)

Wt 1.21 grain*.

( »0/A2<ACr1>i ROM VI-pham» 3 ).

Turner (7d) , copp«r , of Charlvm II (1443)

Wt !.&• grains.

(•



< SO/7 fAAC)i south range-de»truction debri*).

Hardhead (2d) f billon, of Jame* VI, 2nd i »*ue

(1368) with 1 ion rampant and two pel let* on

the rever*«. Wt 0.4? grain*.

( BO/23(AAT)i Room Ill-robbing of cobble* ).

Placl^ (4d) , bilion, o-f Mary (1337),

counteritampad on the obver*r with heart and

mullet mtamp ( o-f-ficial mark u««d in 1372 to

di*tingui»h ganuinw ^rom -falm* coin* ),

Wt 0.77 grainm.

( 8i/77(AAT): Pxt«rnal north trench ).

Turn«r (2d) , copp»r, o-f Charl «s I , 2nd i««ue

<1632-9). Th» obv«rs* h«» an English crown

and lozenge mint mark (nvn)j th» rev*r»« a

Slower mm. Wt 2.60 grain*.

( S1/104(AAAM External north tr»nch ).

Turner (2d) , copp»r , o-f Charl«» I t 2nd i *mu»

(16^2-9). Am no 3. Wt 2.62 grain*.

( 6 l / ^0 (ADA) i External north trunch ).

Turner ( 2 d ) , copp«r, of Charlem I, 2nd i*»u»

(1637-f). Th» detail* of the obverse are

ob*cured by bending. The reverse ha* a

lozenge mm. Wt 2.42 grain*.

( §0 /29 (AAA) i north range-unetratified ).
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ARCHITECTURAL FRAGMENTS

1 Thr»» piec*e -from a f i ngil y-dre«sed *ton*

•feature ( only the largemt illumtrated ).

Medium-grained bu-M Upper Old Red Sandstone. Each

b*ar* *n Inci «»d cro»«. Th» pi^c»» may original 1 y

hav» -form«d an impr«»miv» itam of »ton«

•furnitur*, quit* po»*ibly o-f an «cc 1 «mi amt i c«l

natur* although th» croi»»» are p»rhap» * littl*

too r rud«l y-wrought to b» "conm»crati on cro»»»«".

A cr»d»nc» tabl» may b» on» po»»ibility. Th»

rough 1 y-chl m*l l»d horl rental V-«hap»d groov»m «r«

cl*«rly lat»r and «ugg»«t that th» it»m may hav»

b»»n r«-um»d a« an aumbry, or wall- cupboard.

( 79/9-lliAAB - Room I ) .

2 Window mullion 4rag*Htnt . H»dl um-gr al n«d brown

Upper Old Rvd B«nd«ton». Tin«ly moulded with

glaring check and hoi* for »addl* bar.

( »0/2tiAAK - w*«t court ).
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3 ° Arch - stone -fragment. Medium-grained

purpliah Upper Old Red S«nd»tone.

( 61 /73 iACQ - Room VI > .

4 Door rybat. Medium-grained pink Upper Old Red

£,andmtone. W i t h cyma moulding,

< no number; »t i 1 1 in situ - entrance door to

Room I ) .

3 Keeled plinth- or mtring-courme -fragment

f ine-grained purple Upper Old Red Sandstone. Wi th

• f ine ly - carved 'Tudor rome' merving as a »top for

the t eel .

( S0/26iAAT - Room III ).

Not 1iitedi* number o* other architectural

-fragment! found in p»riod-2 ( ie Scott ) level*.
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POTTERY

G«org» Haggarty

CATALOGUE OF ILLUSTRATED POTTERY

1-3 Ma>di«val mtrap-handl• -fragmantm.

( AGO: wait court garden soil; AAA: w»mt court

unmtrati-f i »d ).

STONEWARE

Approx imate ly on» third o-f a b»ll«rmin« in

a light-gr«y fabr ic with r»d int«rior »lip

and mp»c^l»d, orange - p»»l pittvd malt qlaz*

ov«r patchy iron w«»h on »xt»rior. It h*»

thr»« lmprr««»d rojnd»li and A ma«k. Th«r« im

a mmall hol« on top of th« handle, probably

wn»r« a mvtal lid Ham a f f l x « d , a -fvaturv that

do*m not •••• to occur on LonUon-*ad*

b»llar«ln»» <Pryor i Blocklvy If7i, ).
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( AAKi north rang* burnt r uc t i on d*bri»|

ACPi vamt court gard»n moil | ACYi External

north tr»nch ) .

Larg* bamal fragment i ro*» a mton»war« v»»m»l ,

probably b»llar*in«, in an of f~whi t» fabric

with orang»-p»»l , pitt»d ov»r

runm o-f a brown iron wa*h on «xt»rior and a

wir»-cut ba«*.

< flAVi north barmkin wal 1 -un»t. rat i ̂  i »d | ACY,

AC7 and ADAi External north tr*nch ) .

TIN-9LA1ED EARTHENWARE

M*ny *h»rd* -from what ha» b»»n drawn up

t *n ta t i vw ly a* a two-handl»d po«»«t pot. Th»

pal«-cr«am fabric ha« a whit* gla^» with a

1 ight -blu» ting* on both »xt»r lor and

i ntrr i or . Engl i »h .

( A C T , A C V , ACZ and ADAi r«t»rnal north

tr»fich ) .

Small «hrtrd« *rom the ba«« of a chargar in a

cr«am fabric with «*al 1 black incluvlonm. Th«

glaz* on th« mrtmrior in vvry pal* gr«y and

It ha* light, Aid and turquola* blu»

decoration on th» upp»r faca>. On* «h«rd al«o
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ha« a *mal 1 patch o-f light-brown colouring.

PctMibly Dutch.

( ACT and ACZi External north trench ).

Q Sherdt f r o m a plate in cr*am - f a b r i c wi th

t h i c k 0-f-f-white g lare on ba«e and b lue

decoration ewer whi t* g l«z» on th« upp»r

mur fac* . Probably Dutch .

( ACWi eamt court ) .

9 A p p r o M i m « t « l y thr«» quart*r« ai a lid in a

f i n « whi t* paste w i t h small r»d inc lumion*

It ham b««n »1 ab mad* and k n i - f * t r i m m e d .

Probably Fr«nch, Saintong*.

( AGO, ACP and A C W i »amt court ).

SCOTTISH POST-MEDItVAL O X I D I S F D WARES

U n l « m « oth»rwi »• m t a t v d , th* g l a z « var1*•

f r o m gr*»n to brown.

10 Larg* -fragment -from a «ub»tantial mtorag* jar

internally glaz«d.

( ACPi »a«t court ).

11 mm -fragMnt -fro* a vtoragt v»«m*l w i t h

internal and external glaze.

( ACT and ACZi External north trench ).
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12 Ri» fragment, almo»t certainly -from a

•killet. There i» « slight trace o-f * handle

•car. Glazed Internally.

( ACY, ACZ and ADAi External north trench ).

J3 Fragment o-f * plrlie-pig mon»y box with

•xtvrnal g l*z» ,

( ACY and ACZ i External north tr«nch ).

14 Fli m -fragment wi th attached «trap handl • ^rom

^ »mal1 «quat, rounded jug, g laz«d internally

and »xternal1y.

( AACi north range-unmtratif1»d ).

13 Bafcal angle vherd vhowing the typical knife

trimming of thim material. Trace* of internal

and enternal glaze.

< AAKi north range-de«tri'ct i on debrit ) .

16 Complete pro-file of a »mall, we 11 -thrown pot

with trace* of fuming on exterior. Internally

glazed and glazed to within 20 mm of the ba«e

on the enter lor.

( AACi north range-unitratifi»d| ABLi Room

Vl-phame 3 ).
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CLAY TOBACCO - PIPES

D»nni» Gallaghar

CATALOGUE OF ILLUSTRATED PIPES

Th«»» *ntrie» mrm in th« - fo l lowing ord«n

d»mcription| mt»m bar* in /64 inch) »ugg«»t«d

mak»r and / or plac« n-f manu-f •ctur»( d«t« rang*

of pip«( »it» context .

Burn! »h«d bowl with moul d-imp*rt«d W/B

with »virl»nc» o* mould rwcutting on '.J t poor

impr»»»ion o-f portcul 1 1 »-typ« «*:«mp,

burni«h»d and partially mill«d( 7/64M|

William Bankm o-f Edinburgh) ( 1640-60 ).

( AAGi Room IV-pha»« 2 ) .

Tall bowl -fragment with damaged bas«,

mould-tmpart»d 7I/C, bott»r»d and finely

mi 1 l«d| 6/64" | po««ibl y Jam*m Col quhoun of

31atgow| ( 1660-tO ) .

< AAOt Room IV-pha»» 2 ).

Bowl , bott«r«d| 4/44 "| probably An Edinburgh
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product! < 1620-40 >.

( ADFi Room VI-pha«« 2 >.

Bowl and part of *t««, mould-imparted

W/G, poor imprtftftlon of ca*tl»-type mtamp,

bettered and filled | 7/64"| William Bankm

o-f Edinburgh! ( 1640-60 ),

< ADDi Room Vl-phame 2 >.

Fragm»nt o-f burni»h»d bowl, bott«r«d and

m i l l e d , camtl* -typ» ba«al »tamp| 7/64"|

probably Patrick Craw-ford o-f Edinburgh!

< 1670-90 ).

( ACOi «amt court ).

Bowl in o-f-f-whit* -fabric, bott«r«df 6/64";

probably an Edinburgh product| ( 1620-40 )

( ACTi External north trwnch ).

Bi coni ral bowl wi th mould-impart«d W/B,

bott«r»d, mi 11»d and poli»h«d with poor

impr»*mion o-f ca«tl» ba«al »tamp| 6/64" |

William Bankm of Edinburgh) ( 1640-60 ).

( ACTi External north tr»nch ).

Bowl with mould-imparted W/B, «vid»nc» of

r»cutting o-f Wf poor lmpr»««lon of

portcul1im-typ« battal «ta*p, bott»r»d but

not m l l l v d i W i l l i a m Bank* of Edinburgh!

< 1440-60 ).
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( ACTi External north trench ).

V Bowl with mo'jld-impartacj T or I /B basal

•tamp of portcul1i m type, bettered and

rollledj B/64H | Thomas or John Banks|

( 1630-70 ).

( ACTi External north trench ) .

10 Slender biconical bowl, burnished,

bott»red and milled, wi th PC/E hasal

*tampj 7/64") ( 1670-70 ).

( ACTi External north trench ) .

11 Tall howl wi th mould-imparted Y / ^ , l ightly

bott»red( 7/64" ( 1690-17^0 ).

( ACTi External north trench ).

12 Wamal -fragment with GC in hwart-mhaped

»t*.flpj 8/64"| probably Gate»h«ad; (1640-60)

( 0«wald 1993,189-90 ) .

( ACZ i External north trench ).

13 Baeal -fragment ( not i l lustrated ) bearing a

heart-shaped stamp with I, Above a -fleur de

li«l no measurable stem borej this may be

identi-fied with an IQ stamp -from the

Newcastle araaj ( 1635-40 ). ( Oswald

1983,191-2, Black 3ate no 417 ).

< ACZi External north trench ).

14 Highly burnished bowl with »ould-l»parted

Pi
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W/B and ba*al stamp with

ca*tl«, bottvrvd and nlll»d| 6/fr4"| William

Bank* o-f Edinburgh) ( 1640-6O ).

( ADAi External north trwnch ).

Lowvr bowl -fragment with i lar»d bamv, bamal

•tamp of portculli* typ»i 6/64" j ( 1&90-1 730) .

< ADAi Extarnal north tr ̂ nch ) .

Bowl , bott»r»d| 6/64"| probably an Edinburgh

product) ( 162O-40 ) .

( AANi Outmid* north barmkin-un»tratifi«d ),

Low»r bowl -f r agm*nt , bur r i mh»d , with moul d-

impartwd W/Y and ca»tl« bamal mtamp; 7/64" j

^ W i l l i a m Young of Edinburgh! < 165O-70 ).

( AAAi un»tr*t i -f i rd ) .
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FAUNAL REMAINS

Lin Barn«t»on

De»pit* considerable disturbance o-f the site by

rabbits, several deposits yielding mammal, bird

and i i mh bones could be -firmly assigned to 16th-

and 17th- century contexts, Although momt O'f th«

a«**mbl«g* w*m highly -f r«gm»nt*d and much o-f it

w»ath«r»d or badly »rod»d , 974 i ragmwntm w»r»

identified to bone and mpecie», axcluding about

4OO piece* of i i »h bone of which le»m than half

could be auigned to mpecie*. The number o-f

fragment* identified in given in Table 1 (p OOO)

and the skeletal element f ragmen t« of cattle and

*he«p in the pha«e-t**o deposit* in Room V are

given in Table 2 (p 000).

THf NORTH RANOC

••



Th« pham«-on« d»pomitm In th» north rang*

contained only 24 -fragm»ntm o-f bon« -a l l domamtic

ammalm »xc»pt for on» rabbit radium. Only onm-

bonm- warn cut - a mhrnmp tibia which had b«»n

chopped hal f -way down th» diaphymim, obvioumly to

br»«k thp bon» into two.

Th» pha»«-two d»bri» comprim«d principally mhaxp

r»mainm conc«ntrat»d in Room I and th»r» Mam much

• vid»nc« o-f gnawing both by carnivor«m ( prmmum-

ably dogm ) and rodwntm - th» latt»r t -for •Hamplm>
t

havl ng goawwd through a mh»»p m«tatarmal along th»

•ntirft 1 «ngth o-f the d iaphymim. Two mh»»p bonmm

had b»«n cut, both t ibia •fr«gm»ntm t o-f which on»

had bMn chopped in much th» mamm way am th»

prmvioum »xampl» in th« pha»»-on» dmpomit.

Pwriodontal dim»am», not an uncommon occurrancm*

among ancivnt 1 i vmmtock , particularly mh»«p , warn

pr»m»nt on on« mh»»p mandiblm at th» -fourth

pr»*olar / f irmt mol ar pomi tlon.

All th* pig, norm* and rabbit rvmairm h»rm w*r«

loom* t»»th only but an al*o»t intact cranium of

M«amm>l wat rmcovmrmd ( from ABN ). Both domcmtic
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hen and goose were i dent i f i ed among the f ew scrap*

o-f bird bones and a mingle coracoid o-f duck seems

to be o-f teal - a small, -fairly common dabbling

duck. Smailholm Tower Mam situated bemide a

mill-pond which could have mupported varioum

mpeciem o-f Mild fowl.

The few remain* in Room* III and IV, probably

po«»t-d*t i ng the occupation o-f the mite, again

comprised sheep, cattle and dornemt i c -f owl .

THE WEST COURT

The stratified courtyard deposits consisted

mainly o-f cattle and sheep remains besides a large

number of rabbi t bones. Many o-f the mheep bones

bore carnivore gnaM-marks, presumably caused by

dogs, who probably scavenged among the debris in

the yard. Remai nm of dogs, besides the Indirect

evidence of gnawing, have been found at several

medieval sites in southern Scotland

(tg Cruggleton and Threave catties, in Galloway)

but no canid bonen w«re recovered at Swallhol*. It

Is feasible that fones could have scavenged near

the to**»r, drawn by the prospect o* food d»brls
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and perhap* the occasional chicken, though it i

unli kely they would have left their picking* in

* l t u .

THE SOUTH RANGE

By -far the largest deposits o-f bone war* in the

adjoining Room* V and VI in the S range, both

ident i f 1 ed a* service o-f 4 1 c*» , and in vi »w o-f th«

d*bri« both l ik»l/ to h«v» b«*n «r*«» o-f food

pr»p*r«t i on. Sh«»p, bird *nd - f imh r»m«in« w»r»

pr«^«nt in 1 «rg« numb«r», particularly in tha*

pha*»-two l»v«l» in Room V. Am may b» m»»n in

Tabl» 2 (p 000), thn she»p bon»» w»r«

predominant ly 1 ow«r 1 »g , back , rib and cranium

with re la t ive ly -few llmbm. Furthermore, only one

•fore-l imb bone wa» i d*r.».i + 1 ed compared with 19

hind-limb fragment*. Although the overall sample

Is relatively small and sample-bias is l ikely, it

would appear that the meatier Joints of the sheep

carcass arc not well represented in Roow V. 14 the

majority o-f these Joints wa>r» cook»df or roast«d,

on th bone and taken to the table as such, the

bones would perhaps have been thrown onto the fire

hi.



or dimcardm-d onto th» -floor -for th» dogm fam-fore

b«ing mw»pt out into th» yard or takwn to thm)

niddwt. Unf ortun«t»ly , bvcaum* of dimturb*nc» and

v«ry small mampl* miz«, it Ma* not pommibl* to

i*ak» compar i monm b«tw»«n room and yard d«br 1m. On«

context ( ABR ) in th» fc*«mt court did yi»ld thr»»

^o. ^.-limb bon»» out o-f a total of m»v»n -fragm»nt«

but most o^ th» other d»po»itm in Roomm V and V.t

contained rough 1 y similar qucntlti«» of form- and

hind-1 i mb«,

Butch»r i ng cutm w»r» notic»abl« on r,»v»ral

mh»«p and cat t l» bon«m in th« phamw-ti'O l«v«l» :, n

Room V. Thin kn i f» cutm w«r* vimlbl* on a numb»r

of »h«»p r ibm, mstapodia ( at th» proximal »nd - a

common »«v»ring point ) and innominatwm ( p«lvim )

wh«r« th» H-bon» had b««n cut to 1 oom»n th« hi nd

l»gm. V»rt»bra» had b«»n mpl i t through th» midlin*

indicative o-f carcamm hal ving and m*v*ral catt !•

lumbar v»rt»bra» had b»«n cut into quit* dMply.

Th» catt l* r ibm w»r* cu> acro«m clom* to th»

mtvrnal »nd, A rvmult of aithvr mcraping Mpat from

th« ribm or f »or» l ikvly, rMovlng th« mtvrnu*.

Fivt mh»«p *andibl»m ( fro* f ivm- diff»rwit

•4* Fit



I n d i v i d u a l s ) anJ one max i 1 1 * mhowa>d m i g n m o-f

d»ntal anomal i*m. Tooth crowding , not p a r t i c u l a r l y

common among mhwp f r o m Scot t imh m«di«va l and

pomt-m*di»val con t»x tm f warn not»d on on« mand ib l*

and th» r e m a i n i n g four a l l mhow«d m i g n m o-f

i m p a c t l o n and anofflaloum w*ar . Th« man i 1 1 a -fr*gm»nt

a l t o d i » p l * y « d i m p a c t i o n . In th» cam* of th» lower

j a w » , th» - fou r th pr»«ol *r had impacted again»t th»

• f i r s t mola r and i n th» m a x i l l a th» macond m o l a r

had i m p a c t e d aga in» t th» f i r n t m o l a r .

Th» P 4 / M 1 j u n c t i o n is th» p r i m a r y m i t » o-f many

dwnta l i n 4 » c t i o n » , »uch am p»rlodontal d i m « a m « ,

b * l n g th« ar»a o-f m a n d l b l v undvr g rva tvmt m t r v m m .

T h i n n i n g o* th» a l v w o l a r bon» du« to c a l c i u m

d«-f i c i «ncy ramul t m in 1 oom»ni ng and » H p u l m i o n o^

t*»th w i t h mubsi*qu»nt i n f e c t i o n O'f th« jaw wh»n

•food p a r t i c : l « m b»com» trapped ( Noddl* 1980,403 ).

Hcm»v»r , th» Smai I h o l m mhvvp mhow«d no v i m i b l *

ml gn o-f p»r i odontal di m»am* and th> impact ! on im

probably a dmvml opmwntal abnormal i ty du« »ith»r to

inbr»»d ing or p o m m l b l y mon» n u t r i t i o n a l di Border

dur ing v a r l y growth. Al 1 * 1 va? an 1 m a l m w*rm> f u l l y

matur* with th» ' h i r d molar In w»ar. In vim>« oi

th« high lncid»nc» a4 t h i m ccxiditloo in »uch a
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iroal 1 sampl* i t »ecm« 1 i k » l y that all th«t»

an i ma 1m cam* f r o m th* Bam* ( p o m m l b l y inbrvd )

f l o c k .

Th» onl y oth»r pathological condition not«d was

a callus marking th« sit« o* a h«al»d fractur* on

a sh«»»p rib.

po»f.ibl» but m»v«ral

intact mh««p mvtapodia h*r«^ and a mingl* radius

in th» pha»«-two north rang* d»po»it«, gav*

withers' h«ightm b»tw»«n 334 and 616mm, v*ry much

th» 1 ower end o-f the rang* of m«dl «val »h««p.

In phavv-two Room V, th* bird asmemblag* wa*

dominatad by domestic i owl ( 90X ) , »om* of who»»

bon«« bor» »mal 1 cut-mark*. In contrast to th*

1 arg« dom«*tlc animal • ( -fowl w*r» w«l 1 -r«pre«*nt*d

by all partm o-f th* «k»l*ton but th»r» w«r* no

phalang** or b*ak« and only thr>« cranial

•f rag*»ntm.

Al»OBt. all th« fi«h bonva w»r« -found in th*»»

man* l»v»lm and th» dvpovlt co«prl««d mainly

nvurocranla, rnpina* and co«ta» ( that is, h«ad»,
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•fins and rib* ), the majority o-f which could not

be identified to *pecie*. Fimh were probably

Imparted whole and prepared in thi« ki tchen area

where the .ion-edible parts < head* and tail* )

were discarded. There were relatively few

vertebrae which mjy indicate that fish were not

completely filletted bw^or* cook ing. Non» o-f the

^p»ctm«n« waft larg* *nd momt o-f th» f i «h m«»m to

hav* b»»n IP»* thjn 1 !b ( <0.43kg ) in weight.

The majority o* bon«m w»r» Q.idoid ^ cod -family )

and although both haddock and cod w*r» positively

1denti f i rd t the former wa* predominant. Ling and

whi 11 ng were tentatively Idfnti-fied from a -few

• mall plecem of vertebrae and dent ale fragment*.

Am S.nallholm i» 27 mile* ( 44 km ) -from the *ea,

thete »*11-water f 1 mh mumt have been brought -from

the ea*t coa«tt perhap* from a *ea-fi*hing port

much a« fyemouth where recent encavat Ion* have

yielded Irrge quantifies of ling, cod and haddock

( DiMon l»tfc, fc^-74 ). Unlike other rural dwelling

clo*e to water the occupant* of Smailholm do not

••em to have flmh«d the loch - perhap* it wa«

deficient In multatile fremh-water mpnciest or

fi*hed only occa*tc*nal 1 y.
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Th* phdfte-thr»c remain* -from bcth Room V and VI

were1 mimilar to thorn* from phase two in that mheep

were or«domln«nt and the bird* were momtly

ciomemtlc hen and goo»». How»v»r, it w«t phA»»

thr»« which yl»ld«d virtually all th» pig r«m*inm

•from SmAllhalm - that i« t t*n -fragm»nt». Th» only

other •vld»nc» o-f pig ( two mol«r» ) warn -found in

•ach pha«« in th» north range. Again th*^» was

conmid»rabl» evidBnc* o-f butchering mark* on th«

mh»»p and ^attla bonam and two o-f tna> pig mandible

fragmantm h.^d al«o been cut , p»rhap» wh»n

de~-fl«»hing th« head either b«-for» o-f *ft»r

cooH ng.
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