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Two gamples tram Feature C, a field oven, were submitted for examinatian.

One antained 15 charcoal fragmants, and the other contained black soll.
The charcoal was examined under low to medium power magnificatian (x25 to
x250) and identification was Dy refersnce to Cliffard's table of word
anatomy characteristics (Godwin 1956, £ig 1), Greguss's catalogue of
photographa and Jiaqgrams (Greguss 1959), and a oollection of reference
material held i1n the Department of Botany, University of Glasgow. The
8011 wag wat-sleved through coarse (Ima mash) and fine {i5sm) sieves,
followed by examinatic at low magnifioation (x40). In addition to the
1dantiticatian of the charcoal fragments, several other characteristics
ware also reorded, Measurements of the sire (in mR) were taken
longitudinally {(oneé meagurement) and transversely {two measurements,
perpendicular to each other), and presented below in that order. In
addition to this, an estimate was made of the ariginal wood radius, either
Dy measaring the fragoent, where thw cuter surface survived, or by
comparing the outer surface or grawth-ring curvatures with standard

curves. where a 'maxinum radius’' value 18 presented, this was the maximm

radiug of the original fragment, and whare a 'minimum radius’' ie
(resented, this was the maximm measurable radius where the original
fragmant was wider, where mossible, the number of grawth rings wos

recom ded .

IDENT[FICATIONS

The charcoal sample contained the follawing identifisd charcoal,

Alrus sp (alder)

feven fragments, comprising 3.6g total weight. The following msasurement:
ware recorded.
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22 x 14 x 11 mm; maximom radius 7mm; > 20 rings

1 26 x 18 x 11 =y rmaxioum tadiue 9mm; cC 25 rings
2 26 x 15 x 9 wm; maximm radiue 15em; > 15 rings
J 24 x 15 x 12 mm; maximm radius 15mm

4 24 x l4x 9mm

5

6

7 not measured, small.

This charcoal prabably repress..s Alnus glutintea, the only native alder

in Britain.

Betula ap {birch)

Six frogmmite, comprising 4.9 total weight. The following measurements

ware recorded,

L3l x 14 x 10 me: waximum radius 7 =

27 x 12 x B ma; saximum radiug 10 mm

23 x 13 x 1l mm; maximm radius 16 mm

20 x 11l x B ma; maximwn radius 10 sm; < 16 rings
16 x 12 % 12 om
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not nemsuraed, small,

This charcoal represents either of the two native British birches, Betula
pubsscens or B pancula. [t was not pousible to distinguish the wood of
these two species with certainty (Jane 1970, 315).

Quercus sp (oak)

Two fragments, camprising 1.9g total weight. The following msasuremsnts
were recorded.

1 20 x 15 x 15 mm; mmximm radiue 15um; B rings
2 11 x 12 x 17 mm; ainimus radius 22em.

These fragments represent sither of the two native British ocsks, Quercus
rolaur of O petrass winse wood oMnot be distinguished with certainty {Jane
1970, 392j.




The soil sample, .wetly consisting of inorganic material of silt ro fine
gfavel sise, contaired an estimated 1.2% of fine charcoal. Only ome
fragment wags large srough for detalled 1dentification, this being a
fragment of Alnua sp charcoal, with follawing dimensiona:

I3 x 8 x4 mm; mnimm raliue ¢ 40mm,

The remainder of the charcaal cansisted of considerably smaller fragmemts,
auch of which resesbied Alrus sp, but scme of which was identified as = ¢

Quercus sp.

[n addition to these remains, One carbonized cereal caryopsis was
recurdad. Trus was an almoat complete caryopsis of Avena sp (oat), 4.5 mm
lonyg and [.5 wm 1n diameter. There was little indicatian of a Jdeep
ventral furrow, and the Caryopeis was almpet circuiar in Crosa sect Lon,
Although this may be partly a resul: of carbonisation, this probably
retlects the full shape of the ariginal grain, Although tha caryapsis
appsared to be on the meall side (cf Renfrew 1373) it probably trepr esents
either Of two cultivated Oats, Avena strigosa (bristle cat) or A sative

(cultivated oat). Both of theaee species have Deen found at Roman sites
throoghouc Scotland (Jessen & mlback 1944), as weil as at some [ran-Age
sltes {Boyd, forthcaming; C A Dickson, pers comm), and appoar to have
been DecoRINg estabDlished 1n Scotland arand this time,






