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INTRODUCTION

Two saaplea from Feature C, a f ie ld oven, were sobmtted for examination,
One contained 15 charcoal fragments, and the other contained blacK »oil,
Th« charcoal was examined under low to nediL«i power nagruf icaticn (x25 to

x250) and identification was by reference to C l i f f o r d ' s table of weed
anatomy characteristic* (Godwin 1956, f ig 1 ) , Gregue*'* catalogue of
photographs and Jidgrans (Gregoaa 1959), and a collection of reference
•atenaL held in the Departaent of Botany, University of Glasgow, The
soil waa wflt-*ieved through coarse (2m* »»sh) and f ine (^5***) sieves,
followed by exajninatic-a at low »vagnifloation (x40). In addition to the
identification of the charcoal fragments, several other character 1stice
were also recorded. Haaaur**»ent8 of the site ( i n mm) were taKen
longitudinally (or* nertsure<nent) and transversely (two •easoreewnts,
perpendicular to each other), and presented below in that order. In
addition to this , an estioate wna node of the original wood radio*, either
by neaajrmg the fragment, where t\w outer BUT £ac« survived, or by

ccojparirxj the outer surface or growth-ring curvatures wi th standard
curves. Where a 'UXIIHV radiue' value is presented, this wa* the •*;
radius of the original fragment, and where a 'sUnliua radio*' i*

preeented, this wa* the naxim*i neasurable radio* where the original
fragNent *» wider. Where poesible, the nuvber of growth ring* wo*
recorded.

ICOfTIFlCATICNS

The charcoel sample contained the fol lowing iJ*ntif i*J charcoal

Xlnu* *p (aider)

•even f r agents, ooapnsing 3.6g total weight.
were recorded.

The Colicwing •*A*urc*wnt;
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1 26 x IB x 11 s»;
2 26 x 15 x 9 BMI
3 24 x 15 x 12 •»:
4 24 x U x 9 an

5 22 x 14 x 11 nn;
6,7 not s*asured,

naxi

»axt

saxi
ll.

radius 9iv; c 25 ring*

radius ISaaj > IS rings
radius 15s»

radius TIBI; > 20 rings

Ttu» charcoal probably represents Ainua qlutinosa, the only nativ* alder

in Britain,

Betula ap (birch)

Six tr»gs*mt», coqpriaing 2.9g total weight.
w«re recorded.

following neasureeients

1 31 x 14 x 10 HUB-
2 27 x 12 x 8 *m-
3 23 x 13 x 11 BB;

4 20 x 11 x B •»:
5 16 x 12 x 12 mm

6 not msrwurod, snail.

radius 7

aaxinoB radius 10
Ktxisun radius 16
tuxinun radio* 10 c 16 rings

Tlni charcoal represents either of the two native Brit ish birches, Betula
pubescens or B pendula. It wns not possible to distinguiih the wood of

these two species w i t h certainty (Jane 1970, 315).

Quercus sp (oak)

Two fragments, cospriaing 1.9g total weight. The following
were recorded.

1 20 x 15 x 15
2 12 x 12 x 17 t aini

rediue 15**«; 8 rings

rediua 22»«.

These triiyssnt• represent either of the two native British oefci, Quercus
rotour or g petreee. wVoee wood cannot be distinguished with certainty (Jane
1970, 392).
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The eoil aaapla, .oetly consisting of inorganic material of »i l t '.o fxne

<jravel SXM, contained an e-stxaated 1.2% of fin* charcoal. Only on*
frvjaant waa laxcp enough for detailed identification, this being A
fragment o* AInua sp charcoal, w i t h following dx«en»ion*i

13 x 8 x 4 radi

r«aaind«r ot tha charcojil ccrx«ist«d of con«id«rably
•uch of whac^ r*««Bbl«d Mmu sp, but »•-*• of which wa« idontifitd at :t

tp.

In addition to th»»« teMiaa, on« cart>orn»«d c«r«Dl caryop«i»

r«cxxd*d. That wa» an alacut complete caryop«i» of Xv«vi «p (oat). 4.5 m
lory and 1.5 MI in dia««t«r. there warn l i t t l* indication of a d«ep

v«itral furrow, and the c&ryopcia wai al»o«t circular in cro«» »»c>lon,
Aithough thia nay be par t ly a re»ul~. of carbcruiation, thii probably
r«fi«cta the f u l l »hape of th« original grain, Although th« coryc|D*i»

appeared to b« on the Bull »ide (ct Renfrew 1973) it prcfcably ref*ee*ntt
either of two cultivated oatj, A vena utrigoa* (brxst le oat) or A tativa
(cult ivated oat). Both of thMt* speciee have be«n found at ftDBMn utee
throughouc Scotland (J»»»«n fc wlboc^ 1^44), ai well a* at BOM Iron-Ag«
aitee (Boyd, forthtxannq; C A Dicfceon, p«r> OCBB) , and appear to have
been becoming e«tabli«h«d x n Scotland around this ti«e.
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