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KOTE OF AS ASCIEST STKrCTURE DISCOVERED AT THE LI\Y OF 
AIAL‘LDSLIE. Br D. R. R I S K I ? J ,  Esp., CIBLX-KE. 

On the 4th of April, 1669, while engaged in the fomiation of a cottage 
gaden out of gravelly and rocky matter, on the highest point of Law 
Hill,-about 700 feet ahore sea-level, and adjacent to  the stone cist and 
stone granary formerly reported on (“Proceedings of the Society of 
Antiqiiaries,” vol. rii. 1667),-fhe intelligent and industrious o l m m  of 

Figs. 1 and ?.-Ancient Building, with excnmtjoos in t h e  rock, discovered at 
the Law of J l d d s l i e .  

E, fig. 2, siund G ~ ~ v ~ I .  DD: sdia R O C ~ .  

the cottage came upon a structure, ~ h i c h  was cle.ued out and developed 
fully. , This strncture is distant 21  feet eastward from the position of the 
Gist, on the doping side of the hill, and, according to t,lir apparcnt plan 
of opernt,ions, mwt, so far as t h  retaining ~ r i ~ l l  ii. concernesd, :i&l to thr 
pick and shnrel. 
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The structnre consists of three portions-Ist, a retaining x ~ l l  of g o d  
rnbblework, withont cement, 3 feet high, and measuring i ~ i  circular estent 
24 feet (C C in plan); 2d, a passage on the rock within this wall, 2 fect 
wide (B B, figs. 1 and 2); and 3~1, an oval esearation (A A, figs. 1 and 2), 
in the solid rock (D D, fig. 2) ,  5 by G feet \Tide, and 5 feet deep, boundecl 
by the passage. 

On esamination, it is evident that the space for the xrall was cut out as 
the bidding proceeded, bit by bit, because the natural beds of gravel and 
sand (E, fig. 2 )  above the i\n~ll remain iudisturhed. 

If the passage and excavation in the rock had been covered by artificial 
means xvhen in use, it  is certain that on the eastern side, \ ~ h e r a  no \\-all 
appeam, that the ground did not admit of B pnssage, or of a tmll, nnless 
raised above the surface; thus nceolu~ting for the absence of both. The 
probable entrancc n-onld be 011 the south-east side, irbere the wall is 
straight. That the mall and pnssage \\-ere mere adjunetires to  the CSCR- 

vat.ion in the rock is clear enough; but n-hnt niight the use of this artificial 
cut in the rock be? At a first glance, it niigllt be pronounced a \\-ell; 
but the position 011 a hill, sloping in all directions, and covcred only hy 
5 feet of sand and grai-el beds, ironld admit of no feeder. Might it not 
be a cistern? Thew ~ o i i l d  be niore than one objection to this v i m ;  
because, lst, sandstone rock is a better filter than  a holder of Imter; bIlt 
if a cistern, what was tho use of 24 fect of \\-all nml pnssngc arulnid it, 
when a short straight passage ~v-ould ham ansirered the pnrpose? and 
%I, if xater  11nd to be snyplicd by hand there wonlil have hccn an ~ l n d u c  
cxyenditnre of power-a bliing xrhich i i ~ ~ s  not, disregarded in the enrlirit 
times. 

inark of chisel or sharp instrnment, the perpcndicular lines are g o d ,  a id  
the rounrling off at the bottom equally so. 

Why not a store %There spacc I\-W neeild to  reach every point? 
As to the finish of the cxcavntion in the rock, altl~onglt there is no . 
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