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S O C I E T Y O F T H E A N T I Q J J A R I E S

OF SCOTLAND.

B y W I L L I A M S M E L L I E ,

MEMBER OF THE ANTIQUARIAN AND ROYAL SOCIETIES OF EDINBURGH.

L I K E other nations of Europe, the political and hiftoncal mo-
numents of Scotland have not only been injured by the natural

operations of time, but by many other caufes. Our defolating and
depredatory wars with England continued for ages. The demolition
of ancient buildings, the deftruction of public archieves, and of pri-
vate documents, were refults of thefe unhappy contefts. When the
two nations were partially united, by the fucceffion of our James VI.
to the throne of England, a temporary peace was eftablifhed, and
promifed great and mutual advantages. But, not long after this
aufpicious event, fanatical and feudal diffentions arofe, and produced
effects equally pernicious to the objects of the Hiftorian and Anti-
quary. Though thefe and fimilar caufes have long ceafed, yet, by
annihilating our principal materials, they deprefled the fpiric of in-
quiry, and made us negligent of thofe which had efcaped the general
devaftation.

THE real union of the two kingdoms, in the re'sn of Queen
Anne, it might have been expected, fhould fuddeniy have removed
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