
Account of the Ifland of Icdumkill.

An Account of the I/land of IcolumkllL

By the Right Hon. the Earl of Buchan.

IONA, or Aemona, and in the Gaelic language, I Colm Kill, z. f.
the burying place and ifthmus of Columbus, is a fmall ifland about
a mile's diftance from the fouth weft coaft of the ifland of Mull, fi-
tuated in 56° 59' of north latitude. From fouth to north this little
ifland extends fcarce two miles, and only one in breadth. The foil
on the eaft fide is very rich, and produces corn and grafs* but the
•weft coaft is rocky and barren. Saint Columbus, in his voyage from
Ireland, landed firft upon this Ifle, and built there foon after two
churches, and as many moriafteries : One department for the males,
and the other for the females. Thefe were endowed by the kings
of Scotland, and of the Ifles, the revenue of which amounted to 4000
merks per annum.

lona was the fee of the Ifles after the Scots loft the Ifle of Many
in which King Crathelinth ere&ed a church to the honour of our Sa-
viour, called Fanum Sodorenfe j and from hence the biihops of the
Ifles were ftyled Epifcopi Sodorenfis. The vicar of lona was the par-
Ton of Soroby in Tyree, and dean of the Ifles. This monaftery pro-
duced biftiops to feveral diocefes ia England and Scotland j and, a-
mong others, Aidanus, who came from theflce, and was bifhop of Lia-
disfarne, now Holy Ifland. The life of Columbus is written in the
Gaelic, and a copy of it was forae years ago in the hands of M'Do-
nald of Benbecubu

There
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There is a tradition among the inhabitants, that Saint Columbus
fuffered no women to remain upon the ifland but fuch as were de-
voted to religious celibacy ; and that the tradefmen who worked there
were obliged to keep their wives in an adjacent ifle, called on that
account the -women's ifland.

Bede, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, gives the following account of
him: in A. D. 565, at the. time that Juftin the younger fucceeded
Juftinian in t.he government of the Roman empire, the famous Co-
lumbus, a prefbyter and abbot, but in habit and manners a monk»
came from Ireland to Britain to; preach the gofpel among the north-
ern provinces of the Pids, that is, to thofe who, byohigh and rugged
mountains, are feparated from the fouthern provinces ; for, on the
fouthern fide the Picls, as they affirm themfelves, had renounced ido-
latry and;embraced the Chriftian faith a long time before, and that by
the preaching of Ninian, a Britifh bifhop, who had been regularly e-
ducated at Rome in the facred myfteries.

In the ninth year of Meilochen, fon of Pridius King of the Picts,
a mpft powerful prince, Columbus converted that nation to the faith
,ef Chrift by his do&rine, difcipline, and fandtity of life. ;„
' ' • . ' " ' . " * - " . . -

' Upon this account the Lfland of lona was given him, which, by
contraclidri, is called Hii, to erect a monaftery in, which his fuccef-
fors poftefs at this day, and where he himfelf was buried in his 7?th
year, and 32d after his going to Britain to preach the gofpel. He
alfo founded monafteiies in Ireland and Britain, but that of lonahad
juftly the preference* The ifland has a rector, who is always a pref-
byter abbot, to whofe jurifdiction the whole province, and the bifhops
themfelves, ought to be fubject, though the thing be unufual, accor-
ding to the example of that firft doctor, who was not a bifhop, but a
prefbyter and monk, and of whofe life and do&rines fome particu-
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Jars are faid to have been written by bis difciples. But, whatever he
was, this is certain, that he left fucceflors eminent for their great cha-
nty, divine love, and regular inftitution. Thus far Bede, in lib. iit.
cap. iv. of his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory.

The learned Dr. Henry Foulis, in his Hiftory of the Popifh Ufur-
pations, declares it his opinion, that Fergus II. about the year 212,
did build a famous abbey or monaftery at lona, and a royal place of
interment for hirnfelf and his fueceflbrs, whkh continued the burying
place of the kings of Scotland, till the reign of King Malcolm Can-
more*; and that this ifland bore the name of lona till about the
year 600, when Saint Cohn or Columbus being dead, Kfng Aidan,
who was his pupil, out of the great regard he bore him, interred
him in the royal burying ground, repaired and beautified the mo-
naftery, whichthe dedicated to the Saint, and, in honour of his narhej
called the ifland I GolumbiKilL

The

* Our public records are faid by Eoettus, in His Preface to the Lives of the Biffiops
of Aberdeen, to have been, removed from•Icolumktll'to the monaftery of Reftennot, in
Forfarfliire, by order of King Alexander I. His words are, «' Inde (ex lona infula) fed
w'multos poft annos, ut Reftonothii munituseft in- Angufia, ubi nunc Canonicorum D..
Auguftini, coenobium quod ad lonam difficilis admodum erat aditus, noftri annales, in—
" de tradu&j referyantur Alexander I. Rex, eduxit.' Hence. Reftennot is laid to have
derived its name, " Qua Rex tenebat."

This^lace of Reftennot was remarkable:afterwards for its library of'manufcripts,
which was carried off or deftro.yed by the army, of Edward.I. of. England.—Spottif-
wood's Hiftory, page 5.0.

Pope Honorius III. directed a Bull to Gregory Biffiop of Brechih, and'Germanus
Prior of Reftennot; and another to the fame Bifhop, and John Prior of this Houfes—
Chartulary of Dryburgh, in the Earl of Buchaa's poffeffion, No.
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The prefent remains upon the ifland, of buildings, appear to have
been the work of fucceeding ages, and to have received, from time to-
time, many additions. The church of St. Mary has a handfome
choir and fteeple in the middle, with two aifles adjoining, forming,
in all, the exac~l figure of a crofs. The fteeple, three ftories high,
ftands on"four arches adorned with works in baflb relievo. Two of
thefe arches are 22 feet in length, the breadth, Wz. of the church,
within the walls; the other two are 16^ feet; the breadth of the
aifles .adjoining, each of which is 30 feet in length ; the church and
choir, with the width of the arch fupporting the fteeple, are 140 feet
in length. The fteeple, which you afcend by a narrow winding ftair
of hewn ftone, is almoft entire, and fome of the roof timbers are

.ftill remaining. In the uppermoft ftorey is a circular window, lozen-
ged by arches of polifhed ftone meeting in the center, and forming
an equal number of oblique fphericat triangles, fo artfully contrived,
that they admit of abundance of light, yet exclude the wind and rain.
The fouth wall of the church rifes in very great pillars, wrought ac-
cording to the different orders, in which are caft arches, each having
at the top arched above, and the whole admits light to very near the
top of the wall, which is moftly entire ; and, where light fails, are
feen on the outfide of it, the remains of buildings once joined to the;
wall.. -

Adjoining, to the north wall ftands the building now called the
College. The arch of the common hall is ftill entire, as is the a-

.tea paved, with hewn ftone, and having galleries, and the remains of
feparate apartments for the ftudents* To the north of thefe'lie the
ruins of the houfes of the religious^.

Within the church* in the north weft corner, by the wall built
acrofs under the arch fupporting the fteeple, is (hewn a large hole
near as high as the fide wall, into which they fay St Columbus was

wont
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wont to retire to prayer at dated hours. By the wall at the eaft end
Hands a piece of white marble, five feet fquare, fuppofed to be the
altar, or communion table; one corner is pretty much broke by the
inhabitants, who, thinking it to be a relic of St Columbus, imagine it
to be a prefervative from difeaJes, either in man or beaft. Near
this, on the north fide of the choir, is a grave ftone of black marble,
quite entire, on which, in a very fine bafib relievo lies Abbot Mac-
fingone in his facred garb, with a crofter in his hand, elbowing two
lions at one end, and fpurning two at the other. This curious re-
main is fupported by four props a foot in height* and round the
edge of the ftooe is the following inicription: ; ,: !

+ HIC -f JACET + JOHANNES MACFFINGON
ABBAS DE 1)4- Obiit Anno MD. >

Cujus Ammo prbjiciertUr- AJftifsimis. Aniieri.,

Juft oppofite to this, on the other fide, ftands another of com-
mon free ftone, done .after the fame manner, for Abbot M'Keazie,
but much defaced. Within a fmall bfuildjag,clofc by,the,choir and
joined to it on the fouth fide, lies; buried Lauchlaa Macfihgon, fa-
ther of Abbot John, under a plain black ftone, with this infcription
in Britifh characters,

Hsec eft Crux Lauchlani Macfangon et ejus filij
Johannis Abbatis dc !j facta Anno Dom.
MCCCCLXXXIX. ' ! • ' •

Weft from this, at a fmall diftance, lies a ftorie much impaired by
time, with an infcription in the fame character, but very ahcieirt, and
without a date, it not .being cuftomary ever to add a date, even to a

charter,
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charter, till the days of King Robert Bruce, but to afcertain the evi-
dence by reputable witnefles. The infcription runs thus:

Hie jacet Angusius filius>Angimi Maic Dom-
l i naab Domini i d Jla.

Within a little enclofure of ftone, near the weft end of the choir,
on the :north fide, lies a grave ftone very much broke, and funk in
ruins, where St CoJumbus's body is fuppofed to be interred. Not far
from thence to the northward, before the entrance to a fmall vault,
which they fay runs a great way under the buildings, ftands a ftatue
of ah abbot, called by the country people, who fee nothing of the
figure of the man, Abbe Camachhajaflo. Near this is an infcription
without a date, thus j .

Hie jacet Johannes Betonius Maclenerum Farniliae Me-
dicus qui obiit. .....

Ecce cadit Jaculo vi£trici mortis inique
Qui toties alios folvit ipfe malis.

Fronting the body of the church, on the fbuth fide> is the burying
place of the Chieftains, where are feveral grave ftones, with men in
armour in baffo relievo, without any infcription vifible, but fuppofed
to be of the Macleods, Macguaries, and Macleans of Dowart, but I
think more probably of the Scottish Kings, whofe tombs extend to
the weftward in a row, without any monument or infcription re- .
maining, except one on a large ftone, which feems to have had a
long infcriptioa on, it, but defaced. One of them appears above

ground;:
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ground; and has on its edge the following antique infcription in the
Britifh chara&er.

Cormac Ulf hadda hie eft fitus.

That is, Cormac Barbatus, or long bearded, lies here interred.
Cormac Macaird, one of the kings of Ireland, who, according to Dr.
Keating, in his Notitia Hyberniae, was buried here in 213.

On the fouth fide of the choir, a few paces weft, ftands a crofs> of
one folid ftone, overgrown with mofs, 14 feet 9 inches high, 6 feet
broad, and 6 feg^ thick ; fixed on a pedeftal of one ftone, 2 feet high
above the ground, on which are hewn three flopes like fteps of ftairs
quite round. A few paces north of the crofs ftand the walls of Rol-
lie Oufari, or Oufan's Reliques or Chapel, 60 feet long and 20 broad.
And eaft from this, at a hnall diftance, lies a ftone alrnoft funk ia
the ground, with an -infcription, thus j

Hie jacet quatuor Priores una.

. South from St. Mary's church to the nunnery, runs, to the dif-
tance of 300-paces or upwards, a caufeway in pretty good repair,
cut by another acrofs to the (here. Betwixt the church and nunnery
ftands another crofs 10 feet high, 14 inches broad, and 4 thick, with-
out any infcription.

The nunnery appears good even in its decayed ftate ; the walls
ftanding are nearly of an equal height all round, with an area in-
clofed, and paved with hewn ftones. In the eaftern parris a fpring
arch, which covers the whole breadth of the main building, all en-

tire.
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tire. On the ground is a black marble ftone, on which is an alto
relievo of a priorefs, with Santta Maria, ora Pro Me, and round
the figure, in old Britifh chara&ers, this infcription :

Hie jacet Domina Anna Donaldi Ferled filia, quondam
Priori/Fa de fona, que obiit A. D. MDXI. cujus ani-
mam Abrahamo commendamus.

Of the Roman Haft a and Pllum ; of the JSrafs and Iron
ttfed by the Ancients.

%Q Mr James Cummyng^ Secretary to the Society of Antiquaries ?
Edinburgh.

MANSE OF DUNDURCAS, near Elgin.

A FIW years ago,, fome copper antiquities were found in a mofs
at Inchoch, three miles eaft of Nairn, in the parifh of duldearn.
Thefe I obtained, and now tranfmit them to you, as Secretary to the
Society of Antiquaries, that they may be placed in their repository.

I take the two fharp pointed pieces of copper, to be heads of Ro-
man Haftae^ or fpcars.

Hh Varna
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