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An Accduht of the Ifland of Icolumkill.

By the Right Hon. the Earl of Buchan.

IoNa, or Aemona, and in the Gaelic lén’guage, 1 Colm Kill, z, e,

the burying place and ifthmus of Columbus, is a fmall ifland about
a mile’s diftance from the fouth weft coaft of the ifland of Mull, fi-
tuated in §6° 59" of north latitude. Frem fouth to north this little

" ifland extends fcarce two miles, and only one in breadth. The foil

on the eaft fide is very rich, and produces corn and grafs, but the
weft coaft is rocky and barren. Saint Columbue, in his voyage from

~ Ireland, landed firt upon this Ifle, and built there foon after two

churches, and as many monafteries : One’ department for the males,
and the other for the females. Thefe were endowed -by the kings
of Scotland, and of the Ifles, the revenue of which amounted to 4000
merks per annum. |

Tona was the fee of the Ifles after the Scots loft the Ifle of Man,
in which King Crathelinth ere€ed a church to the honour of our Sa-
viour, called Fanum. Sodorenfe ; and from hence the bifhops of the
Ules were ftyled Epifcopt Sodorenfis. The vicar of lona was the par-
fon of Soroby in Tyree, and dean of the Ifles. This monaftery pro-
duced bifhops to feveral diocefes in England and Scotland ; and, a-
mong others, Aidanus, who came from theace, and was bithop of Lin~
disfarne, now Holy Ifland, ‘The life of Columbus is written in the
Gaelic, and a copy of it was fome years ago in the hands of M‘Do-
nald of Benbecula. |

fl'her»e‘
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There is a tradition among the inhabitants, 'that Saint Columbus
{uffered no women to remain upon the ifland but fuch as were de~
voted to religious celibacy ; and that the tradefmen who worked there
were obliged to keep their wives in an adjacent ifle, called on that
account the women’s ifland, '

Bede, in his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory, gives the following dccount of
him: In A. D. 565, at the_ time that Juftin the younger fucceeded
Juftinian in the governm’eﬁt of the Roman empire, the famous Co-
lumbus, a prefbyter and abbot, but in habit and manners a monk,
came from Ireland to Britain to, preach the gofpel among the north-
ern provinces of the Picls, that is, to thofe who, byhigh and rugged
mountains, are {eparated from the fouthern provinces; for, on the
fouthern fide the Piéls, as they aflirm themfelves, had renounced ido-
latry and embraced the Chriftian farth a long time before, and that by
the preaching of Ninian, a Britifh bifhop, who had been’ regularly €-
ducated at Rome in the facred myfteries.

In the ninth year of Meilochen, fon of Prxdxus ng of the Pi&s,
a mo& powerful prmce, Columbus converted that natxon to. the fanth
,of Chnﬁ by his: do&rme, dxfaplme, and fanﬂ'uy of life.

Upon -t‘ms accou_nt the 1ﬂand of lona was given him, which, by
contra&tion, is calted Hii, to ere@ a monaftery in, which-his fuccef-
fors poflefs at this day, and where he himf{elf was buried in his 77th
year, and 32d after his going to Britain to preach the gofpel. He

'al{o founded monafteries in Ireland and Britain, but that of lona had

jultly the preference. The ifland has a re@or, who is always a pref-
byter abbot, to whofe jurifdiction the whole province, and the bithops
themfelves, ought to be fubject, though the thing be unufual, accor-

~ ding to the example of that firft do&or, who was not a bifhop, but a

preﬂ)yter and monk, and of whofe life and do&rines fome pamcu-
: Ggz2 , : lars
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lars are faid to have been written by his difciples. But, whatever he
‘was, this is certain, that he left fucceflors eminent for their great cha-
rity, divine love, and regular inftitution. Thus far Bede, in lib. iit.
eap. iv, of his Ecclefiaftical Hiftory.

The learned Dr. Henry Foulis, in his Hiftory of the Popith Ufur-
pations, declares it his opinion, that Fergus Il. about the year 212,
did build a famous abbey or monaftery at lona, and a royal place of
interment for himfelf and his fueceflors, which continued the burying
place of the kings of Scotland, till the reign of King Malcolm Can-
more *; and that this ifland bore the name of lona till about the
year 6oo, when Saint Colm or Columbus being dead, King Aidan,
who was his pupil, out of the great regard he bore him, interred
him in the royal burying ground, repaired and beautified the mo-
naftery, whichche dedicated to the Samt ‘and, in henour of his name;
calléd-the ifland- I Columb Kill.,

Thc.'

* Qur public records are ﬁid"by Bocﬁ’us, in Kis Prefice to the Lives of 'tﬁe: Bifliops
of Aberdeen, to-Have been removed from Icolumkill to the monaftery of Reftennot, in

Forfarfhire, by order of King Alexander I. His words are, ¢ Inde (ex Iona infula) fed:
« multos poft annos, ut Reftonothii munitus eft in- Angufia, ubi nunc Canonicorum D..
Auguftini, coenobium quod ad Ionam difficilis. admodum erat aditus, noftri annales, in--

<« de tradu@ti refervantur Alexander I. Rex, eduxit” Hence Reftennot is faid to have
derived its name; « Qua Rex tenebat.””

Thisplace of Reftennot was: remarkable afterwards for its library-of manuferipts,
which was carried off or deftroyed by the army.of Edward.L. of England.—Spottif-

wood’s Hiftory, page 50.

Pope Honorius ITI. directed a Bult to Ci'egory'Biﬁiop of Brechin, and Gérmanus.

Prior of Reftennot ; and ‘another to the fame Bifhop, and John Prior of this Houfei
Chartulary of Dryburgh, in the Earl of Buchan’s pofleflion, No. 28 and.31..
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Tlie prefent remains upon the ifland, of buildings, appear to have
been the work of fucceeding ages, and to have received, from time to
time, many additions. The church of St. Mary has a handfome
choir and fteeple in the middle, with two aifles adjoining, forming,
in all, the exa& figure of a crofs. The fteeple, three ftories high,
ftands on”four arches adorned with works in baffo relievo. Two of
thefe arches are 22 feet in length, the breadth, w:z. of the church,
within the walls ; the other two are 162 feet ; the breadth of the
aifles adjoining, each of which is 3o feet in length ; the church and
choir, with the width of the arch fupporting the fteeple, are 140 feet
in length. The fteeple, which you afcend by a narrow winding ftair
of hewn ftone, is almoft entire, and fome of the roof timbers are

fill remaining. In the uppermoft ftorey is a circular window, lozen~-

ged by arches of pohfhed ftone meeting in the center, and forming -
an equal number of oblique {pherical tnangles, fo artfully contrived,
that they admit of abundance of light, yet exclude the wind and rain..
The fouth wall of the church rifes in very great pillars, wrought ac-
eording to the’diﬂ'erent'ord'ets, in which are caft arches, each Having
at the top arched above; and the whole admxts light to ‘very near the
top of the wall, which is moﬁly entire ; and, where light fails, are
feen on. the outﬁde of it, the remains: of bmldmgs once Jomed to the:
wall..

Adjoining. to the north wall ftands the Buildi’ng now called the
College. The arch of the common. hall is ftill entire, as is the a-

.zea paved. with hewn flone, and having galleries, and the remains of

feparate apartments for the ftudents.. To the north of thefe lie the:
ruins of the houfes of the religious.. '

Within the church; in the north weft corner; by the wall built
acrofs under the arch fupporting the fteeple, is fhewn a large hole
near as high-as the fide wall, into which they fay St Columbus was

' wont
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wont to retire to prayer ar ftated hours. By the wall at the eaft end
. ftands a piece of white marble, five feet fquare, fuppofed to be the
altar, or communion table; one corner is preuy much broke by the
inhabitants, who, thinking it to be a relic of St Columbus, imagine it
to be a prefervative from' difeafes, either in man or beaft. Near
this, on the north fide of the choir, is a grave ftone of black marble,
quite entire, on which, in a very fine baflo relievo lies Abbot Mac-
fingone in his facred garb, with a crofter in his hand, elbowing two
lions at one end, and fpurning two at the other. This curious re-
main is fupported by four props a: foot in height; and round the
edge of the ﬁoue is the followmg micnpuon. SR ’ '

+ HIC + JACET + JOHANNES MACFFINGON

ABBAS DE '} + Obiit ‘Anno- MD. -
CuJus Ammo proplcmturr‘Alt:E,fs1m1s.:f Amen.

R S BT YT I IO S USRS TSI

]u{’c oppoﬁte to thxs, on the other ﬁde, f’cands anothcr of com=

mon free ftone, done after the {fame manner, for -Abbot M ‘Kerizie,
but much defaced. \Vlthm a {mall building, clofe by .the choir and |

joined to it on the fouth fide, lies buried ‘Laichlan Macfingon, fa-
 ther of Abbot John, under a plam black ftone, with thxs mfcrlpnon
in Britith: chara&crs

Heac eft Crux Lauchlani. .Mac::fin'goln:.e.i;".é‘j‘u.sv f111j

Johanms Abbatls de l] facta Anno Dom.
MCCCCLXLXI}s '

Weft from this, at a {mall diftance, lies a ftorie mirch impaired by
time, with'an infcription in the fame character, but very ancient, and
without a date, it not being _cuﬂomairy' ever to add a date, évento a

' charter,
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charter, till the days of King Robert Bruce, but to afcertain the evi-
dence by reputable witneffes. The infcription runs thus :

Hic jacet Angusius filius:Angusii Maic Dom-
linaab Dominii d Jla

Within a little enclofure of ftone, near the weft end of the choir,
on the north fide, Ties a-grave {tone very much broke, and funk in
ruins, whére St Columbus’s body is fuppofed to be interred. Not far
from thence to the northward, before the entrance to a fmall vault,
which they fay Tuns a great way under the buildings, flands a flatue
of an abbor, Eailéd by the country people,: who fee nothing of the
figure of the mian, Abbé C’amacbbcyfac‘?o ‘Near this is an infcription
Wlthout a date, thus y o o

H1c Jacet Johannes Betonius Maclenerum Familiae Mev |
"~ dicus qui ohiit. ..... - _
Ecce cadit Jaculo viétrici mortis 1n1que

Qui toties alios. folvit 1pfe malis.

Fronting the body of the church, on the fouth ﬁde, is the burying
place of the Chiefrains, where are feveral grave ﬂ:ones with men in
armour in baflo relievo, without any infcription vifible, but fuppofed
to be of the Macleods, Macguafies, and Macleans of Dowart, but I

 think more probab_-ly of the Scottith Kings, whofe tombs extend to

the weftward in a row, without any monument or infcription re~

maining, except one on a large ftone, which feems to have had a

long infcription on it, but defaced. One of them appears above
’ ' ground 3
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ground ; and has on its edge the following antique infeription in the
Britith charalter,

Cormac Ulfhadda hic eft fitus.

That is, Cormac Barbatus, or long bearded, lies here interred.
Cormac Macaird, one of the kings of Ireland, who, according to Dr.
Keating, in his Notitia Hyberniae, was buried here in 213.

On the fouth fide of the choir, a few paces weft, ftands a crofs, of
one folid ftone, overgrown with mofs, 14 feet g inches high, 6 feet
broad, and 6 fegy thick ; fixed on a pedeftal of one ftone, 2 feet high

above the ground, on which are hewn three flopes like fteps of ftairs -

_ quite round. A few paces north of the crofs ftand the walls of Rol-
lie Oufan, or Oufan’s Reliques or Chapel, 60 feet long and 20 broad.
And eaft from this, ata fmall diftance, lies a :ﬁone almoft funk in
_the ground, with an infcription, thus; : '

" Hic jacet quatuor Priores una.

_South from St. Mary’s church to the nunnery, runs, to the dif-
tance of 300 paces or upwards, a caufeway in pretty good repair,
cut by another acrofs to the thore. Betwixt the church and nunnery
ftands another crofs 1o feet high, 14 inches broad, and 4 thick, with-
out any infcription. ' ' : '

~ The nunnery appears good even in its decayed ftate ; the walls
ftanding are nearly of an-equal height all round, with an area in-
clofed, and paved with héwn ftones. In the ealtern partisa fpring

arch, which covers the whole breadth of the main building, all en-
' tire.
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tire. On the ground is a black marble ftone, on which fs an alo
relievo of a priorels, with Sana Maria, ora Pro Me, and round
the figure, in old Britith chara&- 2rs, this infeription :

Hic jacet Domina Anna Donald; Ferleri filia, quondam
Priorifla de lona, que obiit A. D, MDXI. culus ani--
mam Abrahamo commendamus. |



	01_234_241 1
	01_234_241 2
	01_234_241 3
	01_234_241 4
	01_234_241 5

