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Account of the Lammas FeJlivaL

celebrated in Mid Lothian.

An Account of the Manner in 'which the Lammas Feflival ufed to be
celebrated in Mid Lothian, about the Middle of the Eighteenth
Century.
By James Anderfon^ L. L. D.
No branch of the hiftory of man is fo much involved in obfcurtty, as that which relates to manners and the progrefs of ufeful arts.
In the progreffion of civil fociety, things are perpetually changing.
Improvements are made, proportioned to the ftate of our knowledge
at the time. Peculiar cuftoms originate from the prefent ftate of
arts, which prevail for a feafon, and gradually difappear as the circumftances that gave rife to them fall into oblivion. What deferves moft to be regretted is, that thofe circumftances, though of
much importance in the hiftory of civil fociety at the time they
prevail, are no fooner pafled, than they are entirely forgotten. At
the time they univerfally prevail, no perfon thinks of defcribing
them with care, becaufe they are then deemed to be of fuch public
notoriety, as to be known to all; and, when they begin to fall into
difrepute, they are defpifed as unworthy of notice, and are fuffered to
flide imperceptibly into the gulf of forgetfulnefs, from which they
are fometimes attempted to be recovered by the laborious antiquary,
who, from incidental allufions of poets, or tranfient notices from other authors, is able, at beft, to give but a faint and imperfect view,
often an erroneous picture of thofe objects, which a few lines from
a contemporary author would have tranfmitted with indelible force
and precifion to the lateft pofterity,
Confidering

Confidering thefe things, I imagine the members of this Society
cannot in any inftance more effectually accomplifh the object for
which it was chiefly inftituted, (that of tranfmitting to pofterity a
true account of this country as it now is, and has been in times
paft,) than for each individual to recollect with care any peculiar
cuftoms of the people, in any part of the country, which he remembers to have prevailed, that are now fallen, or are falling into difufe; and to give into this Society fuch an account of them as he
knows to be juft, that the knowledge of them may be preferved in
the archives of this Society, at leaft, if they fhould be forgot in all
other parts of the earth.
With this view, I beg leave to communicate the following account
of an ancient cuftom that long prevailed in the Lothians, and which,
within a few miles of this city, was univerfally known about thirty
years ago> though it is now fallen almoft entirely into difufe.
In an uninclofed corn country, unlefs the foil is remarkably fertile, a part of the fields muft be left in grafs for the pafturage of
horfes, cattle, or iheep; and as all thefe muft be guarded by herds
while at pafturage, it will neceffarily happen, that in thefe circumftances, a great number of boys and young lads will be employed
during the fummer months in tending the beafts. At the period I
mention, this was generally the cafe, with the greateft part of the
county of Mid-Lothian. And as it is natural for young perfons,
who have much idle time on their hands, to fearch for amufement,
thefe herds devifed many kinds of paftimes with which they occafionally diverted themfelves ; but as the celebration of the Lammas
Feftival was by far the moft remarkable of thefe entertainments, I
fhall here confine myfelf to fuch a defcription of that, as I have
often feen practifed, and know to be true.
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All the herds within a certain diftridT:, towards the beginning of .
fummer, affociated themfelves into bands, fometimes to the number
of a hundred or more. Each of thefe communities agreed to build
a tower in fome confpicuous place, near the centre of their diftrict,
which was to ferve as the place of their rendezvous on Lammas
day. This tower was ufually built of fods ; for the moft part
fquare, about four feet in diameter at the bottom, and tapering to a
point at the top, which was feldom above feven or eight feet from
the ground. In building it, a hole was left in the centre for admitting a flag ftaff, on which was difplayed their colours, on the
great day of the feftival. This tower was ufually begun to be built
about a month before Lammas, and was carried up flowly by fucceffive additions from time to time, being feldom entirely compleated till a few days before Lammas ; though it was always thought
that thofe who completed their's fooneft, and kept it ftanding the
longeft time before Lammas, behaved m the moft gallant manner;
and acquired moft honour by their conduct.
From ,the moment the foundation of the tower was laid, it became an objecT: of care and attention to the whole community; for it
was reckoned a difgrace to fuffer it to be defaced ; fo that they refitted,
with all their power, any attempts that mould be made to demoliffi,
it, either by force or fraud ; and, as the honour that was acquired
by the demolition of a tower, if effected by thofe belonging to another, was in proportion to the difgrace of fuffering it to be demolifhed, each party endeavoured to circumvent the other as much as-poffible, and laid plans to fteal upon the tower unperceived, in the
night time, and level it with the ground; Great was the honour
that fuch a fuccefsful exploit conveyed to the undertakers; and,,
though the tower was- eafily rebuilt, and was foon put into its former
ftate, yet the news was quickly fpread by the fuecefsful adventurers,
through the whole diftrict, which,,filled it: with fhouts of joy and:
exultation^.
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exultation, while their unfortunate neighbours were covered with
ihame. To ward off this difgrace, a conftant nightly guard was
kept at each tower, which was made ftronger and ftronger, as the
tower advanced ; fo that frequent nightly fkirmifties enfued at thefe
attacks, but were feldom of much confequence, as the affailants feidom came in force to make an attack in this way, but merely to>
fucceed by furprife ; as foon, therefore, as they faw they were difcovered, they made off in the beft manner they could.
To give the alarm on thefe, and other occafions, every perfon
was armed with a tooting-horn ; that is, a horn perforated in the
fmall end, through which wind can be forcibly blown from the
mouth, fo as to occafion a loud found ; and, as every one wifhed
to acquire as great dexterity as poffible in the ufe of this: inftrument, they pra&ifed upon it during the fummer, while keeping
their beafts; and towards Lammas they were fo inceffantly employed at this bufmefs, anfwering to, and vying with each other, that
the whole country rang continually with the founds j and it muft
no doubt have appeared to be a very harfh and unaccountable noife
to a ftranger who was then paffing through it.

As the great day of Lammas approached, each community chofe
one from among themfelves for their Captain, and they prepared a
Hand of colours to be ready to be then difplayed. For this purpofe,
they ufually borrowed a fine table napkin of the largeft fize, from
fome of the farmers wives within the diftri£t; and, to ornament it,
they alfo borrowed ribbons from thofe who would lend them,
which they tacked upon the napkin in fuch fafhion as beft fuited
their fancy. Things being thus prepared, they marched forth early
in the morning on Lammas day, drefled in their beft apparel, each
armed with a ftout cudgel, and, repairing to their tower, there difplayed their colours in triumph,; blowing horns, and making merry
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in the heft manner they could. About nine o'clock they fat down
upon the green; and each taking from his pocket, bread and cheefe,
or other provifions, they made a hearty breakfaft, drinking pure
water from a well, which they always took care fhould be near the
fcene of their banquet.

culty, by threats and entreaties, got them to defift till he mould
fpeak coolly to them. He at laft got the matter compromifed one way
or other, fo as to end the ftrife without blows. I was then fo
young as to be in no way made acquainted with the arguments that
were employed.

In the mean time, fcouts were fent out towards every quarter, to
bring them notice if any hoftile party approached ; for it frequently
happened, that, on that day, the herds of one diftrict went to attack
thofe of another diftrict, and to bring them under fubjedion to
them by main force. If news was brought that a hoftile party approached, the horns founded to arms. They were immediately put
into the beft order they could devife ; the ftouteft and boldeft in the
front, and thole of inferior prowefs behind. Seldom did they wait
the approach of the enemy, but ufually went forth to meet them
with a bold countenance, the Captain of each company carrying the
colours, and leading the van. , When they met, they mutually defired each other to lower their colours in fign of fubjection ; and, if
there appeared to be a great difproportion in the ftrength of the parties, the weakeft ufually fubmitted to this ceremony without much
difficulty, thinking their honour was faved by the evident difpro—
portion of the match. But, if they were nearly equal in ftrength-,
none of them would yield, and it ended in blows, and fometimes
bloodmed. I heard of a battle of this kind (but it was before my
day) in which four were actually kilied, and many wounded,
fo as to be unfit for work for weeks ; but I never actually faw anengagement of this kind, though I once was witnefs to a meeting
of this fort,, where there was I fuppofe better than a hundred ori
each fide, who were fo nearly equal, that neither of them would;
yield,, and who were upon the point of engaging ; when.a farmer,,
a ftout/active young man, who dreaded the confequences, came galloping up to them,,and going between the. two parties, with great difficulty,,

When they had remained at their tower till about mid-day, if no
opponent appeared, or if they themfelves had no intention of making an attack, they then took down their colours, and marched
•with horns founding, towards the moft'confiderable village in their
diftrict; where the lafles, and all the people, came out to meet
them, and partake of their diverfions. Boundaries were immediately appointed, and a proclamation made, that all who intended to
compete in the race fhould appear. A bonnet ornamented with
ribbons was difplayed upon a pole, as the prize of the victor ; and
fometimes five or fix ftarted for it, and ran with as great eagernefs
as if they had been to gain a kingdom. The prize of the fecond
race was a pair of garters, and the third a knife ; they then amufed>
themfelves for fome time, with fuch rural fports as fuited their tafte,,
and difperfed quietly to their refpective homes before fun-fet.
When two parties met, and one of them yielded to the other;,
they marched: together for fome time in two feparate bodies, the
fubjected body behind the other; and then they parted good
friends, each performing their races at their own appointed place.
Next day after the ceremony was over, the ribbons and napkin
that formed the colours, were carefully returned to their refpective
owners. The tower was no longer a matter of confequence, and,
the country returned to its ufual ftate of tranquillity.

The above is a faithful account of a fihgular ceremony that was
annually repeated in all the country, within the diftance of fix miles
weft;.
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weft from Edinburgh, about 30 years ago. How long that cuftom
prevailed, or what had given rife to it, or how far it extended on had
each fide, I am entirely ignorant; but will be glad to have fuch
further elucidations concerning it, as any of the Members of this
Society can give. The name of Lammas-towers will remain (fome
of them having been built of ftone) after the celebration of the feftival has ceafed. This paper will at lead preferve the memory of
what was meant by them.

I never could difcover the fmalleft traces of this cuftom in Aberdeenfhire, though I have there found feveral towers of ftone, very
like the Lammas-towers of this country; but thefe feem to have been
erected without any appropriated ufe, but merely to look at. I
have known fome of thofe creeled in my time, where I knew for
certain, that no other object was intended, than merely to amufe
the perfon who erected them.
If this (hall be acceptable to the Society, I fhall at fome future
time give an account of feveral other remarkable cuftoms that have
difappeared in my time.
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A Difquijition into the proper Arrangement of the Siher
Coins, applicable to the Firft Four James's Kings of
Scotland*
By James Cummyng^ Efq; Keeper of the Lyon Records.
IN the arrangement and defcription of the coins of Scotland, in;
this mufaeum, a difficulty occurs in applying, to each of the firft
four James's, the filver pieces ftruck in their f refpective reigns.
This has arifen from the arrangement of them in the Diplomata efNumifmata Scotiae, wherein an arched crown is given to King
James II. This form of crown was not adopted in England till
the reign of King Henry VII. nor in France, till after the acceffion
of Francis 1, anno 1515, as appears by a well preferved teftoon,
No, 454 of the donations, whereon he is reprefented in profile witha fmall open, crown, and on the reverfe the French fhield of arms is
enfigned with a crown of the fame form, with thofe on,the coins ofi
our King David! II.,
Leake, indeed, in his account of Engliffi coins, fecond edition;,
p. 15.1. fays, that Henry VI., who fucceeded to the Engliih crown,,
anno 1422, was ** the firft of our (the Englifh) Kings, who appears
" with an arched crown, upon his coins ; but upon his great feal he
<f
has an open crown floree, with fmall pearls upon points between..
" The arched or clofs crown is not of ancient ufe, but in the
" Empire, and thence, perhaps, it was called Imperial." 1 He adds
afterwards, " Henry VII. is the firft.of our Kings that we can be.
"certain!

