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An Account of the Magnetic Mountain, of Cannayz

. : . . By, George Dempjler of Dunnichen, Efq;

You will not be forry to receive an account of the Magnetic
Mountain of Cannay : But perhaps it is not unknown to you al-
ready, or you may at lead have heard of fimilar ones in other places.
Cannay is an ifland of ten or twelve miles in circumference, with an
excellent harbour in its bofom,. Near this harbour, on a hill of fome
Height, called the Gompafs Hilly there is a little hole dug, about a
foot or two in depth., A compafs placed in this hole is inftantly
difturbed; and in a mort time, veers about to the eaftward, till at laft
the north point fettles itfelf in a due foutherly direction, and remains
there. At a very little diftance from this hole, perhaps on the very
edge of. it, the. needle, recovers its ufual pofnion.



An Account of the Magnetic Mmmtain.

This fingular circtimftance was known when Martin wrote his ac-
count of thefe iflancls, and is taken notice of by him. He indeed fays,
the compafs then fettled at due eaft, which is alfo curious. What in-
creafes the fingulari ty of this alteration in the needle, is a difcovery
lately made by Hector M'iNeil, Efq; tackfman of the ifland, He
mentioned the circumftance to us j and Lord Bredalbane. £>ir Adam
Ferguflbn, Mr Ifaac Hawkins Brown, and the reft of the company,
\vent to examine the fact. The harbour, on the north fide, is form-
ed by a bold rock of Bafalt, which may be about half a mile be-
low, and to the fouthward of the Compafs Hill, of which this rock
is a continuation. We rowed under this rock ; and when the boat
reached its center, immediately under the rock, and almoft touching
it, the north point of our compafs veered about, and fettled at due
fouth and remained there. This experiment was frequently repeat-
ed with the fame fucceis ; but this effect was confined alfo to a very
fmall part of the rock, which feemed to us directly fouth from the
hole on Compafs hill. At a little diftance, on either fide, the needle
recovered its ufual pofition. His Lordihip then directed the boat to
ro_w with great quicknefs paft the rock, when, upon our crofling the
place which had before affected the needle, it was again affected dur-
ing the pafiage, though very quick, and recovered foon after paffmg
this point. We could hardly venture to aflign any caufe for thefe
appearances, but by fuppofing fomething magnetical in the rock ex-
tending the whole diftance from the Compafs Hill to the head land
at the mouth of the harbour.. If this mould prove to be the cafe,
we had no fcruplejn pronouncing- this to be the largeft loadftone as
yet difcovered in the world.

A part of the rock was broken off, at the very fpot where this af-
fection of the needle was obferved, and was applied to the compafs
when removed from the rock ; but it feemed to produce no effect up-
00 the needle whatfoever. Alfo, the compafs was carried about the
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length of the boat from the rock, but in a line with Compafs Hill;
and it was alfo placed in the fame line on the oppofite fide of the
harbour, at about a quarter of a mile's diftance ; neither of thefe ex-
periments produced any effect on the needle.

In this ifland there are many columnar appearances, not unlike to
Staffa; and feveral, both ftraight and bent, and every way as regu-
lar, which feem alfo to have, like Staffa, efcaped obfervation till very
lately.

On the Offices of Thane and Abthane*

To the Right Hon. the Earl of Buchan.

MY LORD,
FRIARS CARSE.

THE great deference I always pay to your Lordfhip's opinion,
.concerning any thing relative to the conftitution and antiquities of
Scotland, has induced me to requeft your Lordfhip's opinion upon
fome remarks I have lately made on the title of Thane, in Scotland;
and the authority that was annexed to that moft ancient and honour-
able office, by our kings and the eftates, in the earlier ages of the
Scottish monarchy.
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